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Turkiſh Spy, 


Writ 3 a 


Who liv'd Five and Forty VEARS 
___undiſcover'd at 


PARIS 


Giving an impartial Ac cou Nx to the 
Divan at Conſtantinople of the moſt remarkable 
Tranſactions of Europe: And diſcovering ſeveral 
Intrigues and Secrets of the Chriſtian Courts, (eſpe- 


cially of that of France) continued from the Year 
1649, to the Year 1682, 


Written Originally i in 1 Arabick. Fir 
Italian, afterwards into French, 
— 


„ 


Tranſla ted into 
and now into 


The Cue ee ED1TION. 


1 


LONDON: | 4 
Printed for G. Strahan, V Mears, S. Ballard, F. Clay: 
. Stag, D. Procbne. B. Motte, R. Williamſon, "Clarke, 


A. Wi Jae, J. Brothertcn, 7. Hazard, W. Mendoavs, 
T. Cox, W. Hinchliffe, N. Bickerton, T. Aftley, S. Auſten, 
L. Gilliver, and R. Milek. 1734. _ 
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liable to Cednre! in his 


XPERCT no more 3 
mendations of our Arabian 

Author; or . e ap tor 

any Thing t 75 may ſeem 
etters. There 

is no end of anſwering the Cavils of 
thoſe, who, to gain the Character of 


Criticks, will create Faults where they 


find none; and impute the very Over= 


ſights of the Preſs to the Ignorance of 


the Author, rather than a Book ſhall 


eſcape free from Cenſure. 


What 1s wanting in the Style, where 
it may be ſuppos d to come ſhort of 
the Original, muſt be laid to the Ita- 
lian's Charge, who undertook the 55 ¹ 
Verfion of ſo remote a Language. For 
the Engliſb Tranſlator has endeavour'd 
to follow him as cloſe as the Diffe- 
rence of Idioms will admit. And all the 


World knows, that the Engliſh Tongue 


is none of the:moſt Copious and Sig- 


nificant. But, if this ſhall ſeem an in- | 


A 3 Naldo 


- To the READ E R. 
vidious Reflect ion, ſubſtituted im the 
room of a paſſable Excuſe; the Engliſh 
Tranſlator, in Honour both of the Fo- 
reign Copies, and his own Native Lan- 
guage (for he is a true Engliſhman both 
by Blood and Affection) is willing to 
take the Blame of all Defects on him- 
ſelf. Aſſuring you, That whatſoever 
Roughneſs, or Want of Elegance; 
whatſoever Careleſsneſs of Expreſſion 
is to be found in the Engliſh Tranſta- 
tion, tho it may be a Fault indeed, 
yet tis purely owing to the Candor 
of him who has committed 1t : Since 
the chief Reaſon of ſuch Neglect is, 
becauſe he was loth the Reader ſnould 
loſe the Original Senſe, for the Sake of 
a 1weet Period, or a delicate Cadence. 

If in other Places he ſeems affected, 
as in retaining the Turkifþ and Arabick 
Words, where they might as well 
have been render'd Engliſh; this allo 
was out of reſpect to his Copy, where 
thoſe Words are left as, we may fup- * 
pole, they were found in the Original 
 Arabich. © min 5 
Ibis is addreſs'd to ſuch Gentlemen 
as have procured the Ttalian Copies of 


theſe Letters. For we are informed, 


that they are in the Hands of ſome + 


A 
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Engliſh Travellers, who had a Curio- 
ſity to compare the different Tranſla- 
non together. 
However te evidence, that this is 
not ſpoken in Partiality to ourſelves, 
but with equal Regard to that Learn- 

ed Foreigner, who firſt brought theſe 

Letters to Light; it will not be amiſs 
to exhibit ſuch probable Reaſons, as 
might induce him to leave ſome Ara- 
 bick Words untranſlated rather than 
others, tho' they had both the ſame 

Senſe, ; 5 
I)! be beſt Method of clearing up 
this Point, will be by producing In- 
ſtances, ſuch as that, Page 53, at the 
Bottom; where the Word | Vixirs] 
is retained by the Engliſh Tranſlator, 
becauſe it was not changed by the 
1taliaw. Doubtleſs it had been as eaſy 
do ſay | The ſeven Chief Spirits, Angels, 
 Chancellors or Miniſters above | as | The 
 ſevenVizirs.| But fince the Italian 
Copy has not altered the Word Vizirs | 
the Engliſh Tranſlator thought fit to 
let it ſtand. And he conceives, tis 
proper enough in both Verſons; be- 
caule it better expreſſes the Thought 
of the Turkiſh Author, than any 1ta- 
lian or Engliſo Word can do, vu , . 
1 le 


To the R ADE R. 


Title of Dignity peculiar to the Otto- 
man Empire Where the Credulous 
People are made to believe, that their. 
"*  _ Monarchy, with all its Offcers of State, 
17 is exactly modelled according to tage 
z Pattern of the Celeſtial Court and Kingn- 
1 dom. Therefore it appears very na- 
= tural in a Turk, to call the Miniſters = 
|| of Heaven by the Title of Vizirs, Beg- 
| terbegs, Baſſa's, or whatſoever other 
Appellatives are uſed by them, to 
_ expreſs the Dignity of their Grandees 
on Earth. And who would go to ſpoil 
his Senſe for the Sake of a Word? 
Beſides, not to let this Paſſage fall 
without due Remarks, is it not com- 
mon in our Bible to call God | Lord of _ 
Lords ? | And how can this be other- 
wile expreſſed in Arubick, but by tge 
Title which is appropriated to the © 
principal Governors of Provinces, whom 
in their Language they call Beglerbegs ? 
It is 2 uſual in Scripture, to 
ſtyle God | King of Kings] a Title fre- 


quently aſſumed by the Eaſtern Ao 
narchs, Nay, in our common Diſ- 
courſe here in England, it is cuſto= *' 
mary to give to God the Title of 

| The King of Heaven. | And why may | 
we not as well give to the Arch- aw 


To the R EADER. 
and Angels, Ec. the Titles which are 
ordinarily:apply'd to the Princes and 


Nobles um Earth? But however, if 


this will not appear allowable 1n a 


Cbriſtian, yet no Man can wonder at 


the Turk, when he hears him uſe his 
native Dialed, ſpeaking of the Poten- 


tates Above. And if this be granted, I 


hope neither the Italian will be blamed 
for preſerving the pecaliar Phraſe of 
an Eaftern Author, nor the Engliſh 
Tranſlator be accus'd, for following 
lopolitewn Pater”: ͤ 

This Inſtance had not been preſs'd 


ſo far, but in hopes that what is al- 


ready faid may ſerve as a Plea for ſe- 
yeral other Examples of like Nature 


in this Volume Where it is impoſſi- 
ble for any European to expreſs the full 
Meaning of an Oriental Author, with- 


out reſerving ſome Words of his very 
Language. And in this, the [talian 
Tranſlator is chiefly vindicated; from 
whoſe Copy, the Engliſb in ſuch Caſes 
had no Reaſon to ſwerve. And thus 
much may ſuffice to anſwer all Obje- 


ctions about the Styls. 2 


As to the Matter itſelf, it appear 
full of Inſtruction, in Hiſforical, Moral 


and Political Affairs. Nor need any 


Man 


70 the Reaver, 
Man wonder, if he encounter ſome 
Paſſages which may be found in other 
Writers, both Gentile and Chriſtian ; 
fince the Author of theſe Letters pro- 
feſſes, That he has taken much Pains 


| | to peruſe the Treatiſes of the Aucients, 
1 both whilſt he ſtudy'd in the Acade- 
9 mes, and during his Reſidence at Pa- 


is, he often frequented the Libraries 
in that City, whereof there is no Scar- 
city. He ſpent a great deal of Time 
in reading modern as well as ancient 
Authors By which means, he not 
only improv'd his Knowledge in the 
univerſal Hiſtory of former Times, but 
grew familiar with the moſt remarka- 
ble Occurrences in Europe, during 
theſe later Centuries. So that in ſome 
of his Letters, one would ſwear he had 
read Sabellius, Petrus Fuſtinianus, Phi- 
lip de Comi ues, and other European Mri- 
ters: For he ſeems to come very near 
them, in relating ſome particular do to 
ries. And it may be ſuppos'd that ge 
took this Advantage to oblige tge 
Turkiſh Grandees to whom he writ, by 
inſerting in his Letters ſuch Paſlages 
as they were wholly Strangers to. 
| I Therenecd no more be ſaid, butthat 
you may expect another Volume of 
theſe Letters very ſpeedily. Farewet. 
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e diſcourſes after the Manner of a Sceptick, on the 
Differences in Religions, 


II. To the Kaimacham, 166 


The Sentiments of Iſouf Eb'n Hadrilla, an Arabian. 
_ Philoſopher, concerning the Original of Mankind, 
and their being born in a State of War. Of 
150,000 Livres promiſed as a Reward to thoſe 
who Gould bring in Cardinal Mazarini alive or 
bee Of the Return of that Miniſter to the 
curt.. | $0; Ea 


III. To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the 


Ottoman Empire, 170 


More of the Dome ſtick Troubles in France. 


IV. To Cara Hali, Pg ſi ci an to the Grand Seronior, 
| 3 
He relates ſeveral Examples of the Wiſdom and Mo. 


rality that is found in the Brutes. 


V. To the Captain Baſſa, LS 179 

He expoſtulates about the ill Succeſs of the Maho- 
metan Fleets ; and relates to him a Viſion awhicÞ 
he had in Paris: With the Ceremonies that avent 
before it, Adwviſes him to make a Deſcent in Italy 
Informs him of à terrible Sea- Combat between 
the Engliſh and the Dutch. 8 


VI. To 


7a 8, wo 


—— ̃ ed Art: =! he” A Ae — 


VI. To the Kiay Bey, or Lieutenant-General of the 


Of a Duel fought between the Dukes of Beaufort 
and Nemours. The Parliament of Paris divided. 


The TABLE. 


Fanixaries, | 3 3 184 
Of the Corruptions crept into the Diſcipline of that 

Order: Which he counſels him to reform. Of an 

Inſurrection in Paris: Mitb other Matters. 


VII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few, at Vienna, 


188 


The Roman Catholick Religion reſtored in Co- 
logne. | 4 


vill. To the Kaimacham, 190 
Of the French King's Return fo Paris, and the 


univerſal Foy of his People for the ſame. © 
the Nebels in Syria ad Egypt. / | 7 


IX. To Dgnet Oglou, bo 193 
Of the Unhappineſs of Kings. Particular Reftecti- 
015 on the Depoſing of Sultan Ibrahim; and the 


Minority of Sultan Mahomet. 8 85 


N. To Mee m,ͤͤ ! 33 6 
Of a French Lord, who being cloſe purſued by his 
Enemies, eſcaped over an Arm of the Sea, by the 
Strength of his Horſe, for which Service he im- 
mediately killed him. Of Carabuluc, Sultan Se- 


 lim's Horſe. Remarks on the Birth of Alexan- 
der the Great, and the Burning of Diana's Tem- 


Ple at Epheſus, Of the Impriſonment of Cardinal 
die Retz. Of the taking of Dunkirk and Catal 
by the Spaniard. REPS 


er 200 
He diſcourſes of a Comet which at this Time ap- 


ol in the Heavens, above the Sphere of the 
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The TABLE. 


XII. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter ef the 
Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms, 203 


He congratulates his new Preferment, aud counſels 


him not to be hafty in growing Rich or Mighty. 
Cardinal git r from his heed 
Baniſhment, 


XIII. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, x 206 
He thanks him for the Favour he had ſbeum to bis 


Brot ber. the Honours which the French 


King beftow'd on Cardinal Antonio Barbarini, Of 


certain Prodigies. 


XIV. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Yew, at vienna, 
| 209 


He endeavours to wean him from the Prejudices of 
Education; and to convince him that othey Na- 


tions are in as fair a Way to Paradiſe 4s the 
Jews. 8 | 


XV. To the ſublimely Wiſe, the Senior of excel- 
lent Dignity, Abul Recowaw'n, Grand Almoney 
to the Sultan, 113 
Of the * bet ween impudent Beggars, and 
the truly Indigent. A vemarkable Inſtance 75 a 
certain Cardinal's Charity. He recommends to him 
in particular, the Caſe of a certain diſcarded 
Timariot. — . 15 
XVI. To the Captain Baſſo, 217 
Of ſeveral Sea-Fights between the Engliſn and 
Dutch. - And particularly of that wherein Gene- 
neral Trump was killed. 3 N 


XVII. To Sale Tircheni Emin, Superintendent of 
the Royal Arſenal at Conſtantinople, 219 


Of a wonderful Ship built at Rotterdam by a 


French Engineer, which ſbould perform Miracles. 
He pr ny of Spouts at Sea. 


XVIII. To Murat, Bafſa, 22.4 
Remarks on the new Engliſh Commonwealth: On 


the young King of Scots, and on the French 


Affairs. 


XIX To 


We 4 +. To Afes Baſſa, 


He congratulates his Succe 


The TABLE. 


. 3.13 NS OT B88 
Of druers Lrodigies and Diſuſters in the Low-Coun- 


tries. Of the Whale and its Guide, Of the 
narrow Eſcape the French King made as he was 


frooting a Partridge.” 


ion in the Dignities of 
- Chiurgi 8 Batia. Of the taking Saint 
MNenchoud. Of Oliver the Jag Protector, 


RX. To Dgebe Nafir, Baſſa 0 5 230 
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VII. To Denet Oc lou. 


L ETTE R I. 


O Bedredin, Superior of the Convent of Der- 
wiches at Cogni in Natolia. 86 


Remarks on the Birth and Life of the Meſnas. A 
Character of the Eſſenes. | | 


II. To the Venerable Mufti. 242 


4 
Of a Leiter ſent out of Armenia by the Jeſuits, to 


ſome of their Order in Spain, concerning the Open- 
ing of the Earib, and ſwallowing up of Maho- 
met's Tomb. e 


III. To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand Seig- 
mor. 


| 3 244 
Of the reverend Efteem the Ancients had of the 


Beaſts, Several tnftances of this Nature. 


IV. To Muffapha Berber Aga, at the Seraglio. 


| | 249 
Of the Impriſonment of the Duke of Lorrain. 


V. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a eu at Vienna. 251 
Of the unwritten Traditions of Moſes, and of the 
written Law. Encomiums on the Alcoran, 


VI. To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa. 259 


Of Cardinal Mazarini's Policy in marrying his Nei- 


ces to the French Princes of the Blood. 


262 
He deſcants on the accidental Loſs of bis Sight T 
two Days, A Digreſſion concerning the Wiſdom 
that is to be found in Brutes, 


VIII. To 


The T A B L E. 


VIII. To Afis, Buſſz. 266 
5 4 the Preparations for Crowning the young Kin 

of France. Diſcontents renewed at Paris, on the 

Death of the Archbiſhop. _ 


IX. To Murat, Baſſa. r 
Of certain Witches apprehended in France, Of 


Pancrates, # Magician of Egypt; and of Zyto a 


German Conjurer. 


x. To Chornezan Muſtapha, Baſſa. 3 
Of the Propoſals between Queen Chriſtina, and 
Charles Prince Palatine, her Succeſſor. 


XI. To Sale Tircheni Emin, Superintendent of the 
2 Arſenal at Conſtantinople. 278 

Of the blowing up of Graveling by Gunpowder, and 
'of a Mill that took Fire. 1 | 


XII. To Mebemet, an Eunuch in the Ne 
| ; 8 
Of Mahmut's Anti pathy to Spiders. A Diſcourſe 
of Antipathies. Of a People in Africa that feed 
altogether on Locuſtse. 


XIII. To the Kaimacham. | 282 
Of the Coronation of the King of France. Of 
the Duke of Lorrain's being removed into Spain, 
with others Matters out of Sweden and Mul- 
covy. | | 
XIV. To Dgnet Oglou, - "204 
He diſcourſes of the Uncertainty that is to be found 
in Hiſtory. Of the Diſagreement betæbeen rhe 
.Chronologies of the Eaſt and Welt, © 
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Mahmut the Arabian, aud indefatiga- 


ble Slave to the Grand Seignior, 7o 
Mahomet, the moſt illuftrious Vizer 
 Azem at the Port. 0 


Congratulate thy Aſſent to that Top of 
Honour, the frſt Dignity in the Empire ever 
victorious. Tis thy Turn to be now exalted 
in the Orb of Fortune: Let not this high Sta- 
tion make thee forget, that the Wheel is always 
in Motion. Bur conſider, Thar ſince the Advance 


thou haſt made, was not but by the Fall of thy 
AD 


Predeceſſor, thou haſt leſs Reaſon to think thy own 
State ſecure. | „ 


B "Tam 


2 Lerrters Writ by Vol. NV. 

I am no Fortune Teller; nor would ] be ſo rude 
as to prognoſiicate ill Luck to my Swperiors, But, 
Men in eminent Dignity have need of a Moni- 
tor: And, it is recorded of a great Monarch, 
That he commanded one of his Pages every Morn- 
ing to ſalute him, when he firſt awaked, with 
theſe Words, Remember, O King, that thou 
art 4 Mortal. 

Let this Example, en Minifter, plead my 

Excuſe, and incline thee to pardon the Freedom 
which Mahmut takes; who by this, thou ſeeſt, 1s 
no Flatterer. 
Certainly all ſub! unary Things ebb and flow 
like the Waters. And, though Men may 
ſometimes enjoy a Spring-Tide ot Felicity, yet 
Fate has hidden Sluices, which in a Moment 
ſhall convey the mighty Torrent to ſome other 
Channel. 

I my ſelf have in ſome meaſure ee 
this, who am but a Puny in Compariſon with 
thee. Yet Deſtiny and Chance are allotted to the 
Little, as well as to the Great. The Worm En- 
counters as many groſs Contingencies, in her 
humble reptile State, as does the tow'ring Eagle, 
in all her lofty Flights and Ranges, through the wide 
ſtretch'd Air. 

In my Infancy I was ſnatch'd from the Cradle, 
and from the Arms of my mournfui Mother; 
mournful on two Accounts, the Death of a 
Husband, and the Neceſſity of parting with her 
Child. Vet this early Separation turn'd to my 
Advantage, and her Comfort. The Sequel of 
my good Fortune, invited her to forſake her 
Solitudes, and follow me to the Imperial City ; 
where ſhe exchanged her melancholy Widow- 
hood, ſor the Society and Love of a Merry 
Greek : Whillt Fate had another Game to lay 


with me; it being the Will of Heaven, That from 
| the 


ö % 
We: 


the Delights of the Seraglio, and the Honour of 
ſerving the greateſt Sovereign in the World, I 
* ſhould fall into a cruel Captivity, and be com- 
"Fl pelled ignominiouſly to drudge for a barbarous 
I nfidel. Aﬀerwards, I gain d my Liberty, and 
apply d my ſelf to ſtudy in the Academies. I 
Will not boaſt of the Proficiency I made: Bur, 
at my Return to Conſtantinople, thou knoweſt, my 
Superiors thought me capable of doing the Port 
Service in this Place. Thus Providence ſports 
with Mortal, and by an unaccountable Clew of 
Diſcipline, leads them through the Mazes of chis 
Lite. . | 
> How I have diſcharged my Truſt here, I dare 
appeal to all; yet can pleaſe none. Every Man 
will be my Fudge to give Sentence againſt me; 
and ſome, I believe, would Se be my 
Executioners: Which, at certain Times, carries 
me into ſo deep a Melancholy, that J ever join 
with my Enemies, and condemn my ſelf, though 
I know not for what. Surely, fay I, ſo many 
perſpicacious Men cannot be all in the wrong, 
ind I only in the right: They muſt needs 
- fee ſome Faults in me, which I cannot diſcern 
mm my ſelf: Doubtleſs Im partial, and never 
1 Pas the Order of Aſop's Wallet. Then I 
„fellect on theſe Thoughts, as the mere Product 


of Melancholy: For, after the ſtricteſt Exami- 
. bation of my Conduct, I find myſelf innocent 


of thoſe Things whereof I am accus'd, Yer, 
„ Whiſk I am jultify ing my Integrity towards my 
great Maſter, my Sadneſs returns again, and tells 
T me. That without doubt, I have ſome Ways of- 
fended Gop and his Prophet, who, for that Rea- 
ſon, ſuffer the Envious to perſecute me; and 
„ are me into a more intimate and familiar Con- 
y *yerſe with my ſelf, that ſo by making a frequent 

D Scrutiny after the Cauſe of my outward Miſ- 
| e e 


4 LerrtexsHrithy Vol. IV. 


fortunes, I may diſcover the ſecret Crimes which 
1 may have committed againſt Heaven, and 
which lie hid under my Inadvertence and Ob. 
livion, 1 

Then Pm fill'd with a thouſand Scruples about 
my telling Lies, and taking falſe Oaths, ng 2 


Im diſpenſed with for all thoſe Immoralities, by 
the ſovereign Arbiter of the Law. In a Word, I 
know not ſometimes what to. think. And were 
it not that my Agency in theſe Parts meets with 
| ſome Succeſs, I ſhould often conclude, That I ei- 
ther lie under ſome Curſe of God, or Charms of 
Men; that either Heaven or Hell, have a peculiar 
Hand in afflicting me, | bo | 
But all this may be only the Fumes of my 
own diſtemper'd Spleen And the indulgent 


Fudge of Man may paſs a milder Sentence on mc, | 


than either I do my ſelf, or my Fellow-Mortals. 
He is tranſcendently benign and merciful : 


And our Sins of Frailty appear in his Eyes but 17 
as ſmall Atoms in the Rays of a Morning-Sun, 


which, though they be innumerable, yet the EE. 


| kaſt Breath of Wind blows them all out of 1 


By what J have ſaid, tis apparent, That I have 
Regard both to thee and my ſelf: To thee, as the 
| ſupreme Diſpoſer of Life and Death, under the 
Grand Seignior; to my ſelf, as one cull'd out for a 
Victim by the Malicious, and lying at the Feet of 

thy noble Nature, begging thy Protection. My _ 
Enemies are induſtrious ro ruin me, and lay hood 
on all Opportunities to accompliſh it The Sen- 
tence. Which they could not procure from thy Pre- 
deceſſor, they may hope to draw from thee by . 
their falſe Informations. This makes me uſe Pre- 
caution in my own Defence, hoping to foreſta! 
their Malice by this humble Addreſs. 5 


Imitate - i 


/ 
[ 
E 
1 


itate | ; 
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Tmitate thou the divine Nature, and be not ſe- 
vere in remarking tht Peccadillo's, and ſmall De- 
linquencies of thy Slave. If I turn Infidel or 
Traytor, I crave no Favour. | 

That ſupremely merciful and gracious, the 


firſt and laſt of the World,” and Lord of Para- 


diſe, heap on thee as many Bleſſings every Day, 
as would employ my ſwifteſt Wiſhes a Thouſand 
Years ; and grant that thou may'ſt find Admit- 
trance into the Place full of Rivers, whoſe Springs 
take their Riſe from the Bottom of the Rock of 
Eternity. | = 
Paris, 176 of the 2d Moon, of the Tear 1649, 
according to the Chriſtiau Style, 
. 


To the Kaimacham. 


HE Troubles of this Kingdom, which a while | 
ago ſeem'd to be compos d, are now again 
broke our afreſh The private Grudges of ſome, 
and the Ambition of others, of the Nobility, have 
once more put all in Arms. This City is block'd 
up by the Prince of Conde's Army, who has not 
been long return'd from Flanders, The King, 
the Queen, with Cardinal Mazarini, and the 
whole Court, are at St. Germains in Lay, wluther 
they went by Night. This abrupt Departure gave 
freſh Courage to the Seditious, and at the tame 


time furniſnd them with new Matter of Accuſa- 


tion aga inſt Cardinal Mazarini, who, they fav, 
has ſtole away their Sovereign from them. The 


Parliament have declared him an Enemy to the 
as es Gs 


'Y 2 
Gebern 
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Government. They are 9 Soldiers as faſt as 5 


they can: And Proviſions are 


knowing, that his Deſertion is real, being occa- 


hon'd by ſome Quarrel between him and his elder ; 


Brotker. 
*Ts ſaid, That Cardinal Mazarini has taken a 


Reſolution to depart the Kingdom, that ſo he may 


avoid the Tempeſt that threatens him from all | 


"Hands. 


The Queen has ſent Orders to the Colonels, that : 


ſerve under Mareſchal Turenne, in Germany, 
commanding them to abandon that General, who, 


they ſay, has declared for the Parliament, and ſent 
to offer them his Service. 
On the other ſide, the Citizens endeavour to 


ſtrengthen their Party, by ſending to all the Par- 


liaments of France, to deſire their Conjunction i in 


eſpouſing the Quarrel of this of Paris. 


The Companies which the Burghers of this City 


have rais'd, wear this Motto in their En ſig ns, 3 
WE SEEK OUR KING. 


In the mean while, the Arch-Dauke of Auſtria 
keeps near the Frontiers of this Kingdom, with 
an Army of Twenty thouſand Men; and ſends 
frequent Propoſals to the Parliament, in order to 
a Peace: 1 

Whilſt I Was writing the laſt Words, Neuss 


was brought me, that Eliachim the Few is ſeiz'd, 


and clapt in Priſon at St. Denys, which Place 1s 


1n the King's Hands. I cannot learn the Reaſon 


of his Confinement, but am apt to ſuſpect tis on 


the Score of his late appearing among the 1 5 
e 


aid in, as if 1 | 7 
were to ſuſtain a long Seige. Several Princes and 
Grandees are come over to the Citizens, having 
deſerted the Court ; among whom is the Prince 
of Conti, Brother to the Prince of Conde. Vet 
the Pariſians are diſtruſtful of him, and have con- 
fin'd his Siſter, as a Hoſtage for his Fidelity ; not 


ble of Paris, whereof I g 
Letter to the Aga of the Fanizaries. 
The Surprize I am in at this unfortunate Ac- 
. cident, puts me upon a thoufand Thoughts. 
I know not what Courfe to take for my own 
Safety. If Eliachim's Papers ſhould be ſearch'd, 
Mahmut maſt be diſcover'd ; and then, if I tarry 
in the City, I cannot eſcape a Priſon - For tho! 
at this Jun&ure, one would think this Place a 
ſufficient Protection from the Court; yet the Ha- 
tred they bear to the true Believers, and the Diſco- 
very of ſo important a Commiſſion as mine, would 
ſuperſede their inteſtine Annmoſities. I ſhould 
infallibly be, either delivered up to the Court, or 
ſent to the Baſtilc. If I go out of the City, my 
Danger is yet greater; all the Pafles of the 
Country being narrowly watch'd, and ſtrongly 
guarded by the King's Soldiers This made me, 
at firſt, reſolve to defer the Concluſion of this 
Letter to another Time, whulit J provided for my 
own Safety; as — it impoſſible to convey 
any Intelligence out of France undiſcovered. But 
being inform d of a Courier, that was juſt poin 
from the Parliament to the Arch-Duke of Auſtria, 
and fearing leſt I ſhould never bave the Privi- 
lege of Pen, Ink and Paper agun, I have ravith'd 
a few Moments, from that little Time I have lett 
to ſhift for my ſelf, that ſo 1 might give thee no- 
tice of this Accident. | 
J have written alſo to Nathan Ben Saddi at Hi. 
enna, to prevent any Diſpatches from him, till tar- 
ther Order. Both theſe Letters 1 venture in che 
Hands of a faithful Meſlenger, who has cauſed 
them to be ſewed up in the Heels of his Shoes, 
to prevent Diſcovery, He travels under the Pro. 
tection of the Courier. 
I have not a Minute left to ſay more, Than 
that T am at this Inſtant parting from my Lodg. 
— WY - ing; 


Vol. IV. a S Yat PARIS. 7 
gave an Account in a 
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ing; my Books and other Things being pack'd up, 
and Porters ready to carry them away. If I get 
ſafe out of the Houſe, I muſt change my Habit 
and Name, and fo lay the Foundation of a new 
Concealment, till the Iſſue of this Adventure ſhall 
direct me what to do. 5 | 

Adieu, illuſtrious Kaimacham, and expect to 
hear more in my next; or let my Silence convince 
thee, That Mahmut is no longer at Liberty. 


Paris, 26th of the 24 Moon, 


of the Year 1649. 


LETTER III. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at 


I thou haſt any Diſpatches coming for me, and 


Tit be yet in thy Power to ſtop them, uſe 
Wings in doing it: For I fear we are diſcovered 
in this Place, Thy Brother Eliachim is arreſted 


by the King's Orders. What is laid to his 


Charge I know not for certain; neither is it 
neceftary for thee to be informed in that Point. 
But if his Confinement be owing to ſome Ser- 
vices he has lately done me, we are all loft, His 
Papers will be ſearch'd, which muſt of Neceſſi- 
ty betray our Secrets: And then we have No- 


thing to expect but the ſevereſt Execution of the 
Chriſtians Fury and Revenge. I am in no ſmall 
Confuſion at this Accident, having ſcarce Time 


to provide for my Conccalment. Send no more 
to Paris till thou receiveſt further Advice, We 
are all in Arms, this City being block'd up by 

1 | | os the 


Tent, remov'd to other Lodgings in this City, 


Vol. IV. 4 SPY at PARIS. 9 


the Queen's Troops; ſo that T knew not well 
which way to ſhift for my ſelf, and eſcape a 
thouſand Scrutinies, which they will every where 
make into the Affairs of a Stranger. But, that 
Fate which over-rules human Contingencies, will, 
hope, reſcue me out of this Danger: To which 


J commend both thee and me; bidding thee 
Farewel, as if T were never to write to thee again 


For ſo the Iſſue may prove. 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year, 1649, 


mma 
22 — 


IRR IV; 
70 Adonai, a Jew at Venice. 


T HAVE ſomething more Reſpite now, than 
when I wrote laſt to iy Brother Nathan at 


Vienna, to inform him of Eliachim's being made 
a Priſoner, I was in a greater Hurry at that Time, 


than the ninth Sphere, All my Motions were 
ſwift. I went backward and forward, like the 
Planets ; but had no Leiſure to ſtand ſtill, as they 
do ſometimes. In a Word, I have run over the 
whole Zodaick of Policy, to ſeek for a new Houſe ; 
that wherein 1 lodg'd being like to prove too 
hot for me. At length I have found one, where- 
in I hope to meet with no malevolent Aſpects, but 
to remain, as before, in a friendly Conjunction 


with the Moon; behind whoſe Splendors, I may 


lie covered from the Inquiſitions of peering 

A | A N 
To {peak more intelligibly, T am, for the pre- 
B 5 


| the 


10 LzTTERs Writ by Vol. IV. 
the better to ſhelter my ſelf from the Storm 
which ſeems to hang over my Head, ſince Elia- 
chim was ſeiz'd. Yeſterday I wrote to the Kai- 
maicham, and to Nathan Ben Saddi, to give 
them an Account of this Accident. This goes along 
with the ſame Meſſenger; for I durſt not confide 
in the Poſts, during the preſent Diſorders of this 
Kingdom. „ 

1 receiy'd a Letter from thee, wherein thou 
iuformeſt me, of an Atten pt that has been lately 
made, to rob the Treaſury of Venice: Which, ac- 
cording to thy Deſcription, 1s very rich and 
magnificent; not to be match'd in Europe. Per- 
haps if thou hadſt ſeen the Wealth that 1s pre- 
ſerv'd in the Church of St. Denys, a City not far 
from Paris, thou wouldſt be of another Mind. 
But neither of us can make proper Compariſons, 
having not ſeen both Places. The French extol 
the latter, and ſay, It far exceeds that of Venice. 
But they may ſpeak partially; it being the Hu- 
mour of all Pcople ro magnify the Grandeur of 
their own Nation: And, the French come not 
fort of the reſt of the World in Vain-Glory. 
However it be, it was a vaſt Attempt and full of 
infinite Difficulties and Perils, to rob the Vaults 
of a Church in the Heart of that great and popu- 
lous City, where all the Riches of the Seigniory 
were repoſited. It is an Argument of the Great- 
nefs of their Souls who durſt undertake ſo hazard- 
dus an Enterprize. „ 

But this is not the firſt Time the Venetians have 
been in Danger to loſe that prodigious Maſs of 
Wealth. A poor Grecian once found a Way, 
through marble Barricado's under Ground, to 

enter thoſe golden Cells; from whence he car- 
ried away, to the Value of Twenty hundred 
Thouſand Zechins in Jewels. But, making one 
of his Country-men acquainted with it, che LE 

| | | | all 
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jain betray'd him to the Doge, who cauſed him to 
be hang' d. | | 
That Commonavealth has been all along very 
happy in Diſcovery of Plots, and other Miſchicts 
intended againſt her. I knaw not whether thou 
halt heard of the famous Confpiracy of Tihepoli ; 
who not content with the Life and Eſtate of a 
private Gentleman, fought to render himſelf So- 
verezon of Venice. And to this End, infinuatcd 


wo the Affections of many Thouſands of the 
© _ Citizens ; whom he kept in conſtant Penſion for 
| > above nine Years togecher, under the Notion of 
= aſlilting hun, to revenge certain Injuries he had 
= recav'd from a Roman Gentleman, They were | 
= 5 all to run with their Arms hto the Streets, when | 


> they thould here the Name Tiepoli utter'd aloud, 
„ and often repeated, | 
=—_ But, when the Day was come, whereon he 

woas to put tus Deligns in Execution, and the A- | 
= larm was given in the Streets, an old Woman : j 
fF _ made ſuch haſte to look out at her Cha mber-Win- ; 
dow, to fee what was the Occaſion of the Tus 
mult, that ſhe threw down an earthen Veſſel, 


f — which falling directly on the Head of Tieboli, 
$  kill'd him, and ſo put an End to the Rehbellio;;, 
- > Por which happy Accident, the Senate ſettled a 
y 2 yearly Penſion of a Thouſand Zechins on the old 
Woman, dnring her Life, and the fame to be paid 
„do her Heirs and Poſterity for ever. | 
Send me no Diſpatches, till thou haſt received 
e another Letter from me, which will direct thee 
f what to do. Ts 5 
, | es Gr 
2 Paris, 27th of the 2d Moon, 7 
: | of the Tear 1649, 
e 
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To Mahummed, Hadgia, Derviſe, 
Eremit, Inhabitat of the Prophetic 
Cave in Arabia the Happy. 


HE Franks (who are more ready to find 

' Faults in others, than to mend their own) 
cenſure the Muſſulmans, for extending their Cha- 
rity to Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes. They laugh at 
the Alms we beſtow. to feed Dogs, Cats, and other 
living Creatures; and ridicule the Tenderneſs of 
ſuch, as go into the Markets, and buy the Birds 


that are there ſold, on Purpoſe to reſtore them 


to their native Liberty. They fay, *Tis a ſuffici- 
ent Demonſtration of Piety to rcheve the Ne- 


ceſſit ies of Men; and that, It is but a fruitleſs 
Hypocriſy, to ſhew Kindneſs to the Brutes, who, 
in their Opinion, have neither Souls nor Reaſon, 
and conſequently are inſenſible of our good Offices 


towards them. 


Theſe are the Charges of Meſtern Raillery, the 


Scofls of the obdurate, with which they load 
the , generous Orientals, the Hearts transfixed 


with univerſal Love. What would they fay, if | 


they had heard of thy heroick Piety, who not 
only affordeſt Protection and Relief to thoſe 
Creatures whereof we have no Need, but even 
Aabſiaineſt from rhe Fleſh of all Animals, though 
the Prophet himſelf has indulged us the Uſe of 
ſome for our neceſſary Food, and without which 
many plead, That we cannot ſuſtain Life ? 
Oh! excellent Man, born for the Reproof and 
Light of the Age, how 3s the Soul of our great 
Law-giver exlulirated, when he beholds thy inno- 

| | cent 
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cent and unblemiſhed Life? The Treaſury of 
Heaven, is enrich'd with thy good Works, the fer- 
tile Harveſt of Vertues, the Firſt-Fruits of the 
Purity of thy Nature! Prom thy firſt Deſcent in- 


to that holy Cave, the Angels, who regiſter the 


Words of Men, never heard thee utter a Syllable 
that could be reprehended. Thy Thoughts ra- 
viſh the Heart of Gop himſelf with Joy. The 
univerſal Spirit full of Eyes, Watcher of the Uni- 
verſe, would fall aſleep, were it not rouz d by 
the ſtrong Vibrations of thy ſublime Soul. Thy 
Contemplations are Themes for the College of 
thoſe who are aſſiſtant in forming of all Things. 
Were it not for ſuch as thee, the Arpel of the 


firfs Motion would ceaſe to whirl the Globes of 


Light through the Heavens : The Orbs above 
would grow rſty,and all the Wheels and Springs 
of Nature would ſtand ſtill. Oh elect Idea, be- 
fore whoſe purify' d Eſſence the Sun himſelf ap- 
pears full of Blemiſhes | Human Wit cannot find 
thy Equal on Earth : Thou art the Impreſs on the 
SEAL OF THE PROPHETS, the Soul of the Soul 


of Mahomet.© | | | 

In thus celebrating thy high Perfections, if 
I have offended thy Modeſty, thou haſt the Goode 
| neſs to aſcribe it to the Exceſs of my Affection, 


which carries me beyond human Regards. I 
would fain be an Imitator of thy incorrupt Life, 


For, let the Chriftians ſay what they pleaſe, I will 


ever eſteem Abſtinence a divine Vertue I have 
conſulred the Sages of Old, that I might learn 
what was the Practice of former Times, whilſt 
human Nature was yet in its Infancy, before 
the Manners of Men were debauch'd. I have 


purſued the ſelect Writings of the Ancients, the 
Records of Truth, and void of Fables. And, 


believing that ſuch Memoirs will not be unwel- 
come to thee, I preſume to lay them at thy Feet, 
„„ e ar 
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as a Mark of that profound Veneration I owe to 
the Tenant ot the Darlirg of Gop. | 
Theſe Hiſtorians ſay, That the firſt Inhabitants 
of the Earth, for above Two thouſand Years, 
hv'd altogether on the vegetable Products; ot 
which they offer d the Firſt-Fraits to Gop ; It be- 
ing eſteem' d an inexpiable Wickedneſs, to ſhed 
the Blood of any Animal, though it were in Sa- 
crifice, much more to eat of their Fleſh, To this 
End, they relate the firſt Slaughter of a Bz1} 
to have been made at Athens, on this Occaſion, 
The Prieſt of the Town, whoſe Name was Diomus, 
as he was making the accuſtomed Oblation of 
Fruits on an Altar in the open Field, (for as ye: 
they had no Temples) a Bull came ruining from 
the Herd, which was grazing hard by, and cat 
of the conſecrated Herbage. Upon which Dio- 
mus the Prieſt, mov'd with Zeal at the reputcd 
Sacrilege, and ſnatching a Sword from one 01 
thoſe that were preſent, kill'd the Bull. But, when 
his Paſſion was over, and he conſider'd what a 
heinous Crime he had committed; fearing alſo | 


the Rage of the People, he perſuaded them, 


That a God had appcared to him, and commanded 
him to offer that Bull in Sacrifice, by burning 
his Fleſh with Fire on the Altar, as an Atone-- 
ment for his devouring the conſecrated Fruits. 
The devout Multitude acquicſced to the Words 
of their Prieſt, as to an Oracle, And the Bull | 
being flay'd, and Fire laid on the Altar, thev | 
all aſſiſted at the new Sacrifice, From which {| 
Time, the Cuſtom was yearly obſerv'd among 
the Athenians, to ſacrifice a Bull, And by them 
this Method of religions Cruelty was taught, not 
only to all Greece, but to the reſt of the World, 
In proceſs of Time, a certain Prieſt, in the midſt 
of his bloody $2crfice, taking up a Piece of the 
broiled Fleſh which had fallen from the Altar on 

SEED the 
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the Ground, and burning his Fingers therewith, 
ſuddenly clapt them to his Mouth, to mitigate 
the Pain. But when he had once taſted the 
Sweetneſs of the Fat, not only long'd for more 
of it, but gave a Piece to his Aſſiſtant, and he 


to others: Who all pleaſed with the new found 


Dainties, fell to eating of Fleſh greedily. And 
hence this Species of Gluttony was taught to 
other Mortals. Neither is it material, what the 


| Hebrew Doctors object againſt theſe Teſlimonies, 


when they introduce the Son of Adam, ſacrificing 
living Creatures, in the Infancy of the World; 
ſince, thou knoweſt, many Errors are inſerted 
in the written Law, from whence they take this 
Story. 

hey ſay alſo, That the firſt Goat that fell by 


the Hands of Men, was killed in revenge for 


the Injuries it had done the Owner of a Vine- 
yard, in brouzing on his Vines ; ſuch an impious 
Deed having never been heard of before. 

This is certain, That the Egyptians, the wiſeſt 
and moſt ancient People in the World, having 


receiv'd from the firſt Inhabitants of the Earth 4 


Tradition, forbidding Men to kill any living Crea- 


ture; to give the greater Force to this Primitive 


Law of Nature, they form'd the Images of their 


God t, in the Similitude of Beaſts: That fo the 
Vulgar, ſtruck with Reverence at the ſacred Sym- 
bols, might learn to abſtain from Elling, or ſo 
much as hurting the dumb Animals; under whoſe 
Forms, they repreſented whatſoever among them 
was elteemed adorable, _ 

Vet, leſt any in his Life Time ſhould by Ac- 
cident, or otherwiſe, have tranſgreſs d the Law 


of Abſtinence, they uſed a kind of Expiation for 


the Dead, after this manner: The Prieſts took 
the Bowels out of the Belly of the Deceaſcd, 
and putting them in an earthen Velſel, they held 
| IS | | it 
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it towards the Sun; and calling Witneſſes, they 


made the following Speech, in behalf of the Dead: 
GO thou Sun, whoſe Empire is univerſal, and all 
« ye other Powers, who give Life to Men, re- 
c ceive me into the Society of the immortal Gods, 
ce for ſo long as I liv'd in this World, I religi- 
ce ouſly perſevered in the Worſhip of thoſe Deities, 
c which were made known to me by my Ance- 
cc ftors. I always honoured my Parents, who be- 
ce pat my Body. I never killed any Man or Beaſt, 


cc nor have been guilty of any black Crime. But, 


« if whilſt I lived I have treſpaſs'd, in taſting any 


cc of thoſe Things which are forbidden, it was not 


&« my Sin, but the Fault of theſe Entrails, which 
« arc here ſeparated from the reſt of my Body“ 
And having ſaid this, they caſt the Veſſel into 
the River, on the Banks of which the Ceremon 


was perform'd, embalming the reſt of the Body, as 


pure and free from Sin. : | 
After the ſame manner the Perſian Magi, or 


 eviſe Men, practiſed Abſtinence. And, to imprint 


in their Diſciples a Tenderneſs and Friendſhip to. 


ward the Beaſts, they called them, according to 


their different Stations, either Lyons, Hyæna's, 
Crows, Eagles, Hawks, Sc. And their Gar- 


ments were painted all over with the various 


Figures of Animals; thereby inſinuating, the 
Doctrine of the Soul's Tranſmigration; and in- 


culcating this Myſtery, That the Spirit of Man 
enters ſucceſſively into all ſorts of Bodies: Which 


thou knowelt is not remote from the Faith of true 


* 


Believers. | 
It would not be amiſs, as a Teſtimony of the 


Practice of the Ancients, to inſert a memorable 
Addreſs, which the Reform'd Prieſts of Crete were 


wont to make before the Altar of Fupiter © O 


Divine Governor of the Hundred Cities, we have 
c led a Holy Life, from the Time that we were 
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1 « initiated in thy Myſteries, and forſook the noc. 

by F «© turnal Rites, and bloody Feaſt s of Bacchus : | 

c We are now purify'd, and cloath our ſelves in | 

& quhite Veſtments, the Emblems of our Inno- | 
ic cence : We ſhun the Society of polluted Mor- | 


ce tals ; neither approach we to the Sepulchres of 
ce the Dead, nor taſte of the Fleſh of any Thing, 
& which has been endued with Life. | 
Bauch alſo was of old, and to this Day is, the 
Abſtinence of the Indians; among whom the Brach- 
mans perform the Office of Prie ſt hood, Theſe 
the ancient Grecians call'd Gymnoſophi ſts. They 
are all of one Race, neither will they admit a ; 
Stranger into their Order, They live for the | 
moſt part near to Ganges, or ſome other River, 
for the Sake of their frequent Purifcations. 
Their Diet conſiſts of Milk, curdled with ſowre 
Herbs, They feed alſo on Apples, Race, and 
other Fruits of the Earth; eſteeming it the 
Height of Impiety to taſte of any Thing that 
has Life. They live in little Hutts or Cottages, 
every one by himſelf, avoiding Company and 
Diſcourſe; employing all their Time in Contem- 
pPlation, and the Service of the Temple, They 
e.ſteem this Life but a neceſſary Diſpenſation 
of Nature, which they voluntarily undergo as 
* a Penance ; ardently thirſting after the Diſſolu- 1 
tion of their Bodies; and firmly believing, That | F 
the Soul, by Death, is releaſed from its Priſon, 
and launches forth into immenſe Liberty and 9 
Happinefs. Therefore they are always chearful- | 
ly diſpoſed to die, bewailing thoſe that are _ 
alive, and celebrating the Funerals of the Dead, 
with joyful Solemnities and Triumphs. Among 
their good Works, it is accounted an Act of 
of great Reputation and Vertue, to build Hoſpitals 
for Beaſts as well as Men ; And, in every City, « 
there are great Numbers of ſuch as ſpend 80 
8 | their 
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«tir Lite, in tendining on ſick and wounded An- 
mals, or ſuch as have no Suſtenance elſewhere. 
And, this is no novel Inftitution, but deliver d down 


to them by Tradition, from immemorable Ages. 
The Precepts alſo of Triptolemus and Draco, 


the moſt ancient Laqwwgivers of the Athenians, 


are a Teſtimony of the Innocence and Sincerity of 
the frft Age: For they comprehended all the whole 


Syſtem of Piety and Vertue, in practiſing theſe 
few Rules: . | 


c Tet it be an eternal Sanction to the Atheni- 


* nians, to adore the immortal Gods; to reve- 
“ rence the departed Heroes; to celebrate their 


c Praiſes with Songs, and the Firft-Fraits of the 
« Earth ; to honour their Parents; and neither 
to kill Man nor Beaſk, | 

I could relate to thee Examples of Abſtinence in 


the ancient Lacedemonians, Spartans, Fews, and 


almoſt all Nations of the Eaſt: Nor are there 
wanting ſome Teſtimonies of it in theſe Weſtern 


Parts. This Kingdom of France was in old Times 
inſtructed by a kind of Prophets or Philoſophers, 
whom they calld Druids, who took up their 
uſual Reſidence under Oaks, Theſe taught the 
Tranſmigration of Souls, and therefore preſerib' d 
Abſtinence ſrom Fleſh ; and ſhew'd to Men, the 


Method of worſhipping Gop with the Firſt. Fruits 
of the Earth. From hence they ſail'd over into 
Britain, and planted themſelves in that and, 
propogating the ſame Doctrines; and were reve- 
renced by the People as ſacred Oracles. 

By all which it it evident, 'That the tender Re- 
gard which the true Faithful have for the Brutes, 


is no Innovation, or ſingular Caprice of Superſtition, 


but the primitive Practice of the Ancients, the uni- 


ver ſa]l Tradition of the whole Earth. Nay, the 


Eaftern Chriſtians, for the moſt part, live an ab. 


ſtemious Life; ſuch as the Grecians, Armenians, 


| Georgians, 
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Georgians, Mingrelians, and others that are ſcat 
ter'd up and down in divers Parts of Aſia 
Theſe Blowing the Examples and Traditions of 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Fatheys of their 
Churches, either taſte not at all, or very ſparingly, 
the Fleſh of Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes. But the 
Nazarenes of the Weſt boaſt of J know not what 
Liberty they have, to eat, without ſcruple, of all 


Things; having the Diſpenſation of the Roman 
Mufti, whom they call the Vicar of God. Hence 


it is, That theſe religious Libertines are not afraid 
ro gorge themſelves, even with the Blood of 


aug hter d Beafts, which their own Law forbids 
em to taſte. And they prop themſelves up in 


their Impiety, by ſaying, That the Pope has 
Power to change the Traditions and Ordinances 
of the Apoſtles, and even of Jeſus the Meſſiah 
himſelf. Hence proceeds their Deriſion of thoſe 
who ſhew any Tenderneſs of the Brutes ; for, 


they are harden'd in their gluttonous Cruelty, 


and are but one Remove from the moſt Savage 


Cannibal, 


But thou, holy Man of God, pity theſe Inf- 


dels, and pray that Mahmut may be a ſincere 


Diſciple ot thy Purity. 


' Paris, 16th of the 3d Moor; 


of the Tear 1049. 


L. E T- 
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LETTER VI 
To the Kaimacham. 


1 Am returned to my former Lodging again, 


the Caſe of Eliachim being not ſo bad as my 
Fears. The Occaſion of his Confinement were 
certain Words he ſpoke againſt the Proceedings 
of Cardinal Maxarini and the Court, in Company 
of ſuch as were officious to oblige that Mini ſter. 


This was done at St. Denys, not far from Paris, 


where they immediately caus'd him to be taken 


into Cuſtody by the King's Guards who quarter'd 
in that Town. It has coſt him a conſiderable 


Sum of Money to purchaſe his Liberty, which 
he now enjoys as before. I had other Thoughts, 
when I firſt heard the News of his being ſeized : 
and that it was for ſome ſeditious Expreſſions : 
For then I call'd to Mind, how he had acted laſt 
Year, by my Order, during the Tumults of Paris; 
and concluded, that ſome unlucky Accident 
had now betray'd him : Which, if it were fo, 
would infallibly bring me into the ſame Danger. 
This made me fo ſuddenly change my Habitation, 
and put a Stop to the Diſpatches of the ſublime 
Port, 1 * no Caution too much, to preſerve 


the Affairs of my Commiſſion indemnified ; and, 


That it were better to offend in being too wary, 
than too ſecure, If I have taken wrong Mea- 
ſures in thus abſconding, 'tis for want of fuller 
Inſtruction from my Superiors. I wiſh they would 
honour me with particular Rules, in caſe ot 
ſuch Emergencies; then I ſhould ſteer my 
Courſe, without running the Hazard of Rocks 


and Sands. I have often deſired to know, Whe- 
ther it I were diſcoyer'd, I ſhould own wy ſelf 


an 


was; and having made his Obeiſance, fell round- 
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an Agent for the Grand Seignior, But none of 
the Miniſters have vouchſafed to direct me in this 
Point: Whereby I may commit an irrepairable Mi- 
ſtake, if ſuch a Thing ſhould happen. | 
Adonai the Jew informs me of an Attempt 
lately made to rob the Treaſury of Venice; which 
according to his Deſcription 1s very rich and 
magnificent. He ſays, There are twelve Croauns 
of pure Gold, and an equal Number of Breaſt- 
plates of the ſame Metal, ſet with all Sorts of 
precious Stones of ineſtimable Value: A hun- 
dred Veſlels of Agat : Threeſcore Services for the 
Altar, all of pure Gold, enrich'd with Diamonds, 
Sapphires, Emeralds, and other Stones of Price, 
There is alſo an Unicorn's Horn, above the Purchaſe 
of Money. There are fourteen unpoliſh'd Pearls, 


as large as a Man's Fiſt, The Duca! Cap is valu- 


ed at a hundred thouſand Zechins ; with many 

other Rarities, and coſtly Ornaments, too tedions 

to be inſerted in a Letter. 5 3 
Certainly ſo much Wealth was never deſtin'd 


to fall into the Hands of little private Thieves: 


It is a Booty fit for Kings and great Generals, the 
licens' d Banditti of the Earth. So many glitter- 
ing Jewels would tempt the Honeſty of an An- 
gel, and he would be glad to adorn the Apart- 
ments of his Heaven with theſe radiant Drops of 
the Sun which he ſees on Earth. 
J have met with ſome pretty Relations of the 
Boldneſs of Robbeys, but none that ever match'd 
the Bravery of this Enterprize ; which was no 
leſs than to rob one of the moſt potent States in 
the World of her chiefeſt Treaſure, . 
He wanted not for Impudence, who, when 
the Emperor Charles V. was removing his Court, 
and all the Officers were buſy in packing up the 
Goods, enter'd the Chamber where the Emperor 


ly 
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1y to pulling down the rich Hangings of Tiſſue, 


which by the Help of his Confederates he carried 
away, with abundance of Plate: No Body ever 
ſuſpecting but that he was one of the Emperor's 
Servants, till the Perſon came, whoſe Office it was 


to remove thoſe Goods, and then the other was 


| knownto be a Thief. 5 
I have heard of a Spaniard, who on a great 


e when the Prieſts had finiſh'd the Service 
of t 


he Altar, and were retired to their Lodgings, 


went very boldly and took the golden Veſſels off 


the Altar, and carry'd them away under his Cloak, 
as though he had been the Steward of the Church, 
no Body ſuſpecting any other. | 
I kiſs the Hem of thy Veſt, illuſtrious Kaima- 
cham, and pray, That thou may'{t monopolize the 
ckoiceſt Bleſſings of Heaven, and have thy Share 
of the Riches of the Earth, without Danger of 
loſing them to great or ſmall Thieves. 


Paris, 16th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year, 1649. 


LETTER VI. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew a 


N O W thou may'ſt continue thy Diſpatches 
as before. Our Fears are vaniſh'd ; Elia- 

chim is releaſed, and all Things are in Safety. 
Thou haſt no Reaſon to tax me with Timorouſ- 
neſs, in fo abruptly forſaking my Habitation, 
on the bare Foreſight of far-tetch'd Poſſibilities; 
when thou ſhalt conſider, That there is no arm- 
ing againſt Contingencies in the Moment they ar- 
rive, and that he who truſt all Things to Chance, 
3353 LO EN makes 
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makes a Lottery of his Life, wherein, for one 
happy Event, he ſhall meet with ten unlucky 
ones. To what Uſe ſerves that apprehenſive Fa- 


7 culty, which Nature has poſted as the Corps du 


Guard of our Lives aud Fortunes, allowing it the 
Senſes for Scouts and Centinels? To what End, 
I ay, ſerves this watchful Faculty, but to take 
the Alarm at doubtful Emergencies, to rouze our 
Caution, that ſo we may make Proviſion, and be 


P45 Poſture of Defence, againſt whatſoever may 
{7 happen? 


News came, That Eliac him was ſeiz d for ſedi. 


tious Words againſt the Government. I was con- 
ſcious, That both he and I had been guilty of 
more than Words in that bare Kind. Therefore 


what had happened to him, I look upon as due to 


my ſelf alſo; and that my Confinement would 


ſoon follow, if I took no ſpeedy Care to prevent 
it, by ſeaſonably abſconding. This was the Rea- 
ſon of my ſudden Departure, which cannot juſtly 


be aſcribed to Cowardice, ſince 'twas the Effect 
of common Prudence, | 


Now I am return'd to my old Lodging again, 


| | where the Joy they are 1n for the Birth of a Son, 


will not give them Leiſure to reflect on my At- 
fairs: So that I am received by my Hof without 
the leaſt Jealouſy or ſuſpicious Animadverſions. 


b Brim-full of Mirth and jovial Thoughts, the 
good Man compliments me, and proclaims his 


better Fortune: Invites me to fit down with his 


Friends, and partake of the Gifts of Ceres and 
Bacchus. This, thou knoweſt, is the Cuſtom of 
the whole Earth at the Birth ef Mortals. They 
make merry over one that is born to the ſame Mi- 
ſeries as themſelves, who the firſt Moment he 
| draws the Breath of Life, is enrolled in the Rægi- 
| fter of Death; and from the Womb, makes ſwift . 


| and direct Advances to the Grave. 


However, 


24 LzrTexs Veit by Vol IV. 


However, I fat down with-the reſt, to comply 
with the. exhilarated Humour of my Hoſt, I eat, 


I drank, and ſeem'd merry with the Company ; | 7 


yet, at the ſame time, I could not but nauſeate 
my Entertainment, and diſdain the extravagant 
Profuſion of Spirit, which appeared in every 
one of this vain Aſſembly. They all talk'd ea- 
gerly, and one Man's Words drowned thoſe of 
another ; whilſt an univerſal Laughter confound- 
ed the Senſe of all. Then I praiſed in my ſelf, 
the Modeſty and Order obſervd in our Eaſtern 
Banquets and Feaſts, where no uncomely Ge- 
ſtures or Actions eſcape the well natur'd Gueſts ; 
no loud Talking or Braying like Aſſes, but every 
one ſtrives to ſuppreſs the Motions and Ap- 
pearances of à too forward and indulgent Marth, 
and contain themſelves within the Bounds of a 
decent and civil Reſerve. Such were the Feaſts 
_ inſtituted by Lycurgus among the ancient La- 
cedemonians , where ſuch as were Friends and 
Acquaintance met together, and refreſhed them- 


ſelves, without Riot and Luxury, They con- | 


vers d together interchangeably, after the manner 


of Philoſophers, or Men of the Law : Diſcour- Þ 
ſing ſoberly either of Natural Things, or Civil | 
Affairs: Mixing facetious and witty Jelis with Þ 


their more ſerious Talk, without Clamour, 
Scurrility, or giving any Offence. But theſe 
Weſtern People think themſelves not merry, till 
they are drunk, nor witty, unleſs they be rude, 
They play a thouſand various Tricks, like Apes, 
and the greateſt Buffoon is the beſt Company. 
Wherefore, ſick to ſee Men ſo much degene- 
rate from themſelves, I made my Excuſes, and 
retired to my Chamber, where 1 preſently ſet 
Pen to Paper, to give thee an Account of my 
N. _ 
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ff thou continueſt thy former Reſolution of fol- ll 
= lowing the Dictates of Reaſon in Matters of Res i 

igion, thou wilt quickly find, that thy Rabb7's „ 
have taught thee to believe in Fables, Which ac- i 
cord neither with Reaſon nor common Senſe. Fol- iq 

low the beſt Guide, and be happy. I 
Paris, 16th of the 3d Moon, # 
2. of the Year 1549. | -" 

LETTER VIII. 0 
To Adonai, a Jew at Venice. 4 
4 8 H v Pen is now free again : Write as 


ſoon and as often as thou wilt; our Fears 8 
are diſſipated, and all goes well. If thou canſt if 
nform me. of any more remarkable Paſſages and | 
Adventures, ſpare not to oblige me with frequent 
Letters. And to encourage thee, I will relate to 
| thee a Story which is recorded in the Hiſtories 

f Naples, | | | 
In former Times there was a Statue of Marble 
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I 
I {tanding on the Top of a Mountain in Apulia, 
with this Inſcription on the Head, which was 
7 | Braſs, ON May-Day Ar SuN-RISING I SHALL 
HAVE A HEAD oF GorD. No Man in all 
| thoſe Parts could be found who was able to 
unriddle this wylterious Expreſſion, and therefore 
was not regarded for many Ages. But at 
1 length, in the Reign of a certain Prince, there 
was a Saracen, who having ſeen and conſider'd 
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i | the Statue, with the. Inſcription, propos'd to 
V explain it for a certain Reward, The Prince 
ic 1 hearing of this, and being greedy of the Novel 
LY, {cnt for the Jaracen, and barg; lid yith hum 

e e 102 


for a Thouſand Crowns to unfold this Riddle, 

He waited *till May-Day came, and watching the 
Image that Morning early, he obſerved the Place 
where the Head caſt its Shadow juſt as the Sun 
roſe, There he order'd certain Men to dig; 
which when they had done, and were got pretty 

deep in the Earth, they encounter'd a prodigious 


Treaſure of Silver, Gold and Jewels :; 


which the Prince was ſo well fatisfy'd that he 
doubled the Saracen's Reward, and ſent hin 


home into his own Country laden with rich Pre- 


fears, Doubtleſs, there is much Wealth bury'd 


by Men in the Earth, For in former Times 


they were of Opinion, that if they ſhould die 


tuddenly in the Wars or otherwiſe, ſuch Riches | 


as they had hidden in the Earth would ſerve 
them in the other World. And this is the Practice 
of the Indians to this Day, as my Brother informs 
me, who has been among them, : | 

Strange Blindneſs ! That Men ſhould think the 
immortal Soul needed the Aſſiſtance of Silver, 


Gold, or any material Subſtance, after ſhe her 


ſelf is diweſted of the Bedy, and become a naked 
Spirit. r 

Let thou and I have a nobler Idea of our 
ſelves, than to fancy we ſhall] be in want ot 
the glittering Droſs in that inviſible State, whi- 


ther we are all haſtening. There are no Monej- | 


Changers in that World of Spirits, If thou hait 
Superfluity hide it not in the Earth, but give 1 
to the Poor, and thou ſhalt receive it again, trans. 
form'd into a Subſtance more refin d and radian! 
than the Stars, | 1 


Paris 16th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Yeay 1649. 
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To the Reis Effendi, Chief Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. | 

HE Inteſtine Quarrels of the French ſeem 


to be like thoſe of Lovers, whole cholerick 
Intervals ſerve but to give a new Edge to the Re- 


turns of their Affection. As if one of theſe Paſ- 


tons was made to whet the other, and make it 
| more ſprightly: Or as if Love would grow dull 


and feculent were it not ſometimes rous'd and fer- 
. mented by Anger. | 
: But I believe there is a greater Myſtery in the 
K Reconciliation between the French Court and the 
n Parliament of Paris. Some Ends of Policy have 
haſten'd both Parties to clap up a Peace, while 
e | theſecret Rancour remains unpurg'd. | 
„ Perhaps the Union of ſo many Princes and No- 
bles with the Parliament might incline the Queen 
d to milder Councils than her own Spaniſy Genius. 
Heſides, the Conjunction of the other Parliaments 
ol the Kingdom, the Revolt of Normandy, Gaſ,- 
of | coigne and Provence, with many eminent Cities, 
were very prevailing Motives. But that which 
8 | was of greateſt Force, was the want of Money 


and Men to carry on the War, which could not be 


10 rais d without vaſt Difficulty during theſe publick 
185 Alienations. . 
Nt 


hat ever were the Inducements, a Peace was 
concluded about the latter End of the third Moon, 
At a Place calld Rel, not far from Paris, where 
- the King has a Houſe of Pleaſure, ſeated in the 
midſt of a little Paradiſe. In one of my Letters 
| * the Kaimacham, I formerly deſcrib'd the King's 
7 Houſe and Garden at St. Germain en Lay, This is 
1 AS | 


but 
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but a little Chioſe or Bower in Compariſon of that 
tiately Palace. Yer what is wanting in the Gran- 
deur of the Fabrick is ſupply'd in its elegant Con- 
trivance, and the Richneſs of its Ornaments And 
as for the Garden, it comes not far ſhort of the 
other, there being 1 in it all manner of curious Water- 
works, Groves, Solitudes, Fountains, Statucs, 
and whatſoever che Inpenuity of theſe Weſtern Ar- 
tilts could ſuggeſt, as proper to render this Place 

agrecable to the mela ncholy Humour of the late 
Queen- Moth er, Mary de M dicis, to whom it 
belong'd during her Life. 

When you enter this delicious Fd den, your Eycs 
and Ears wy preſently deceived by the counterteir 
Notes and Motions of all Kinds of Birds, which 
perpetually ſing as the Water tunes their Throats, 


A little 8 you fee ſeveral old Gentile Sta- 


tucs adorning two Fountains: And among the 
xelt a Crocodile, big as the Life, who by the 


Harmony he makes, ſcem to have a Conſort of 
Muſick in his Belly, as regular and ſweet as that of 


the Italian Society at Cor Nantinople, which thou 
haft often heard 

At we depart from this, full of Complacency 
and Acnuration at the e Imitation ot 
Nature in theie Contrivances, we fall infenlivly 
uito a Place ex:ctly like What the Poets deſcribe 
when they ſpeak of Elyſturm. It is a Grove, the 
Tops of whole Trecs are ſo thick interwoven, 
that the Sun appears no otherwiſe through then 
than as if he were behind a Cloud, or in an "Eclipſe. 
So that. the Darkneſs of this Place. and folenv: 
murmur the Winds make on high among the 
Tops of the Trees, fills it with a kind of ſacred 
Horror; which has often made me think this 
Wilderneſs ſometiung Ji ike that which Hiftortazs 
deſcribe, when they tpcak of the Avenues to the 
Semple ot Fupites Aiumon in Egypt, For in the 
| very 
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2 


very Centre of this Grove ſtands the Howſe; 4 
Place one would think fitter for a Convent than 4 
Prince's Court. At belt it appcars but like a Royal 
Hermitage, 2 Celſconſecrated to Ring iy Melanch oly» 

I could not forbear making this Digreſſion when 


I mention'd-R wel to be the Place where the Peace 


was concluded between the Court and the Parlia- 
ment: This Encomium is a Tribute which I ow'd 
Hr the Satisfaction and Pleaſure I have often re- 
ceiv'd in this Retirement. Beſides, I thought an 
Idea of ſuch a Garden would not be unwelcome 
to thee, who art a Lover of Solitude. | 
'The Coadjutor of Paris, who is an Arch); Pops 
is highly afſronted that this Peace was concluded 
Wii hone him, who had a chief Hand in begin- 
ning the War. He labours to inflame the Peo- 


pic again, and reduce all to the old Confuſion, 


being An ee cilable Enemy of Cardinal Mat a- 
rini, So that we expect another Inſurrection 


in a ſhort Time: For the French cannot be long 


Idle. 


Happy Miniſter, 1 leave thee under the Wi ings 


of that Spirit which guards the Elect, and bid thee 
Farewel. 


Paris, 15th f 1 the ath Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 


LETTER X. 


To Dgnct Oglou. 


Hall I teil thee, I mourn for the Death of our 
Friend Egr)/ Boinow, whom thou ſay'ſt a Fever 
ſnatch'd from us the firſt Day of the Moon Regib ? 
That Fever it ſeems was the Effect of his con- 
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30 LETTERSVrit h Vol. IV. 
tinual and exceſſive Grief for the Loſs of his Eyes; 
ſo that we may ſay, he has been dying ever ſince 
the Hour that fatal Sentence was put in Execution. 
And ſhall we grudge our Friend a Releaſe from fo 
lingring a Death? At beſtit was but the Winter 
of Life wrapt up in Clouds and Darkneſs : Now, 
lke the Serpent, he has caſt his Slough, lifts up 
his Head with new Vigour, ſports himſelf in the 
Meadows of Paradiſe, and basks in the Warmth 
of an eternal Spring. Es 
"Twill not therefore be a Mark of our Affecti- 
on to him, but only a Diſcovery of our Self-love, 
to condole the Occaſion of his Happineſs, be- 
cauſe it has leſſen d ours, by robbing us of his 
beloved Company and Friendſhip, Beſides, we 
know not but that he may ſtill continue to be 
our Friend, even in that invi{ible State; and ei- 
ther manage our Intereſts above, or at leaſt pro- 
tect us from Dangers here below, We are 1gno- 
rant of the Laws and Conſtitutions of that King- 
dom of Spirits; and for ought we know, the 
Souls of juſt Men after Death, may become the 
Tutelar Genii, or Guardian Angels of their ſur- 
viving Friends and Relations. Let it be how it 
will, doubtleſs Egry is immortal and happy, amd 
*rwill be Envy in us to repine at it. Rather let 
us congratulate the Time of his Deceaſe as the 
Day of his Nativity, and leave Mourning to the 
Crowd of Mortals, who do a thouſand Things 
without ever thinking what they are about. 
They tread in the Steps of their Fathers, ne- 
ver examining whether they be right or wron 
Cuſtom and Education have almoſt baniſh's Rea- 
ſon from the Earth. Is it not a pleaſant Specta- 
cle to ſee the Kindred of an old rich Miſer 
(for whoſe Death they had long waited, like 


Harpies for their Prey) now flock about his life- 


leſs Carcaſs, howling out a thouſand forced 
e | Lamenta- 
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Lamentations ; whilſt in the mean Time, their 
Blood dances in their Veins for Joy? Yet how- 


ever this carries a Shew of civiliz d Manners, and 
is better than the barbarous Cuſtom of the S yt hi- 


ans and Maſſagetes, who when their old Men | 


rew uſcieſs or troubleſome were wont to ſacri- 
Fae them, and make a Banquet with their Fleſh ; 

or the Thebarenes, who threw their aged Fend 
alive down Precipices Theſe were Savages ; 
but much more ſo were the Hyrcanians and 
Baſtrians, who caſt their aged Parents, yet living, 
to be devour'd by Dogs; which Tokumanity, 
when Staſanor the Deputy of Alexander the Great 
endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, they had like to have de- 
pos d him from the Government ; So prevalent 15 


the Force of a received Cuſtom on the Minds of 


che unthinking Herd. 

Let thou and ] therefore not ſupinely take up 
with common Practices; but, like Men of Rea. 
ſon, let us adjuſt the laſt Offices we owe to our 


Friend, whilſt we pour fourth ſome devout Orai- 


fens for the Health of his Soul, without diſturb- 
ing his and our own Repoſe 04 fruitleſs La- 
mentation. And fince we are bereaved of his 


Society on Earth, let us prepare to follow him, 
and render our ſelves agrceable Company at our 


next Rendezvous in He aden. 
It was an unjuſtifiable Rigour in Sultan [brabar 


to deprive hin of his Eyes, becauſe he had onl U | 


caſt 'em unhappily on one of che Sultana s 2s the 
enter'd the Garden. This Jealouſy is the peculiar 
Vice of the Eaſt. Yet they are more ſevere in 
Perſia, where tis preſent Death to be within two 


Leagues of the King's Women when they travel 


the ; FF But I never knew that E unuchs were 


thus puniſh'd. Or is there ſuch a Difference be- 


tween a 4auhtite and a black Eunuch, that the One 


deſerves to loſe tus Eyes for beholding that by 


= 4 4 Chance, 
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32 LeTTERs FFrit by Vol. IV. 
C hance, which the other is honourably rewarded 
for 1 Acceſs to, and ſeldom being out of their 
Sight 

This was the wort Puniſhment that Seleurys, 
the Law-giver of the Loc crIans, impos'd on them 
that were actually caught in Adultery ; which 
puts me in mind of a notable Inſtance of this 
Man's Juſtice : For when his own Son was ac- 
cus'd, and prov'd guilty of this Crime; at once 
to ſhow the Tenderneſs ofa Father, and the Incor- 
ruptible Severity of a Fudge, he fi ft caus d one 5 
his own Eyes to be put out, and then one of 
Sons: Thus taking on himſelf half the Penalty; ; 
that ſo the Law might be ſatisfy'd in the 2 ole, 
and yet his Son not be totally depriy 'd of his 
Sight. | 

Thou telleſt me no News of our Armics, nor 


what. Alterations have been made amongſt 2 


Miniſters of the Port ſince the Death of Sultan 
Ibrahim. We have various Reports here, and 
| ſome ſay that the new Vi ier Azem will be no 
long-liv'd Man, I deſire thee to write often to 
me, and ſend me what Intelligence thou canſt. 

Let nothing flip the Knot which has fallened 
us ſo many Years together in an entire Friend- 
ſhip ; but let us carry that Magnet with us to 
our Graves : ; that, at what Diſtance ſoever we may 
be buried, our Souls may, by the Force of that 
Attractive, find one another out, and converſe to- 
Setder in chat N of Silence and Shadow 


Far's, oth of the 5tb Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 
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LETTER XI. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


Know not where this Letter will find thee ; on 

the Shore, or at Sea. If thou art inthe watry 
Wilderneſs, 1 have no Art to trace thee, | There 
are no certain Roads in that inconſtant Element. 
Ie is 4 mighty Plain, Without Path or Track. 
And though there be certain 8 in it, yet thy 
Arrival at them is timed at the Pleaſure of the 
Winds and Waves, which will not obey even the 
Orders thou haſt receive from the Grand Sele or , 
Lord of the Four Seas. Perhaps thou art in pi ann 
ol ſome Venetian Ships, or other Chriſtian Velen, 
the Corſairs of the Mediterranean. Or thou 
may'ſt be careening thy Fleet in ſome ſecurer Re. 
treats of the Archipelago. Thou may'ſt be within 
a Minute of a Wreck, or juſt entering a Hetbour. 
Where»ever thou art, may. Heaven preſerve thee 
trom the Dangers which always "threaten ſuch as 
truſt their Lives to a Picce of Wood for there 
will be great Need of thee, it our Intelligence be 
true in theſe Parts. | 

It is reported here, that the Coſſacks, Circaſſians, 

Mingrelians, and other People who border on the 
Black-Sea, and obey not the Law. br: ught down 
trom Heaven, are cater'd into a League avant the 
Bleſſed Port, and have cover'd thoſe Seas with a 
mighty Fleet; while the Prince of Georgia ruſhes 
down from his Mountains with an Army of forry 
thouſand Armenians, Pc ſiant, and Borderers of 
Mount Cancaſus : That the former have taken à 
thouſand of our trading Saicks, and are ad- 
vanc'd as far as the Ferry of the Bull, which thou 
knoweſt is but ſix Hours fail from the Imperial 


C5 . City,; 


—— Or end 
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City: That the latter have made Incurſions into 
the Territories of the Grand Seig nior; put all 
to the Sword who reſiſted 'em ag they march'd 
along; burnt and laid waſte the Country; and 
that all the Greeks and Armenians flock to them, 
threatning an univerſal Defection from the Ottoman 

As to the Truth of theſe Reports, J can aſ- 
certain nothing, but am inclined to believe the 
Coſſacks are troubleſome at Sea, and that they 
may have drawn fome of their Neighbours into 
a League, thoſe pilfering Nations who live by 


Rapine and Spoil on both Elements. Our ſmall 
Veſſels trading on the Black-Sea, full of Riches 


and empty of Arms, muſt needs be a Tempta- 
tion to thoſe Pirates, who are the moſt dextrous 
at a Robbery, and the boldeſt Fellows in the 
World. The Merchants of theſe Parts, who 
have had ſome Traffick at Caffa, and other Towns 
on the Banks of the Black-Sea, give a frightful 


| Deſcription of thoſe tempeſtuous Waters, and no 


good Character of the People that border on them. 


The Coſſacks, they ſay, are valiant and mercena- 
ry; the Circaſſians hardy and bold; the Mingre- 


lians ily and crafty; and the Georgians of an 
Aſtral Comple&ion, capable of all Virtues and 
Vaces, The Firft ſeldom act unleſs encouraged 
by the King of Poland, or the Czar of Muſcovy ; 


and then thcy are content with their Pay, and 


the lawful Plunder of War. The Second are 
never idle when there is hope of Prey, whe- 


ther they fight their own Cauſe, or are em- 


ploy'd by others, and fear neither Hunger, Cold, 
nor any other Extremity for the Sake of a Prize. 
The Third are good at a Stratagem, and would 
ſteal a Man's Teeth out of his Gums, if he be not 


| wary ; great Cowards, yer deſperate in their 


own Detence, when they ſee no Medium between 
ns in Fighting 
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Fighting and Death. As for the fourth, they 
ſeem to be a kind of Mungrels, a medley Race, 


whoſe Character is compounded of the other 


Three. | 
They are ſtout and witty, dext'rous at a Cheat, 


and no Bunglers at an ingenious Theft; great 


Lyars, full of Compliments and external Ctvt- 
lies, but perfidious and implacable in their Re- 
venges. ” 

Yer, after all, I cannot believe the Prince of 
this Country, who 1 a Tributary to the King of 
Perſia, would venture his Government at two ſucb 
deſperate Stakes, by breaking the Peace concluded 


by his Sovereign with the Grand Seignior, and ſo 


drawing upon himſelf the Vengeance of them 
both. Therefore, he is either ſeeretly abetted by 
that Monarch, or elſe the News is falſe 

Would'ſt thou know how this Country came 
to be ſubject to the Crown of Perſia * It was 
conquer'd by Iſhmael Sophi, to whom the Perſian 
Hiftorians, in Flattery, give the Epithet of Great. 


He was the frf# cf that Name, and of the Perſian 


Kings, that refus'd to obey the Oythodox Sueceſſors 


of the Sent of God. This Prince was valiant in 


the Field, and no Coward at Wine, if we may 
believe one of his Courtiers, who wrote Memoirs 


of his Life. He records Sixteen Battles, wherein 


he always got the Victory; and twice that Num- 
ber of Royal Debauches, when he ſhewed the 
Strength of his Brain in the Company of Foreign 
Ambaſſadors ; with whom he would always ca- 
rouſe, before they departed his Court, that he 
might ſound the Depth of their Inſtructions ; for, 


none were able to cope with him at the Juice of 


the Grape. And he always eſteem'd that Liquor 
JJ oo e 
If he ſuſpected his Miniſters of State, or any of 
the Governors of Provinces, he us d to invite them 
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to a Banquet; where in the midſt of his Drink- 
ing, he unravell'd their ſecret Inclinations and 
Councils; being the moſt dexterous at picking 
the Locks of a Man's Heart, of any one living. 
They never went alive from his Prefence, if by 
one falſe Step in their Carriage, tho it were but 
a Word too paſſionate, or a Look leſs compoſed to 
Reſignation, he could diſcover or frame to himſelf 
the Grounds of a juſt Jealonſy. It being ever his 
Maxim, That Credulity was the only Vice could 
ruin a happy Prince, He had another Saying al- 
ſo, That Perſia was fertile of Men, but barren 
of faithful Officers. | 
I cannot admire theſe crue] Strains of Policy: 
Yet Kings have Reaſons for their Actions and 
Words, which we cannot comprehend. The PHI. 
loſophers ſay, That Wine cuas given us by the 
Gods, to mitignte our Cares ; and, for a time, tc 
make us equal to their Divinities, in the free En- 
Joyment of our ſelves, And though as a Muſſul- 
man, I am not bound to ſubſcribe to the Principles 
of Pagans ; yet as a Man, Partaker of Fleſh and 
Blood, I think he doubly miſuſes that Liquor, who 
perverts it to the Ends of Cruelty. | | 
But this Monarch had other Thoughts, when 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Georgian Forces, having 
ſubdu'd the Regions bordering on the Caſpian Sea, 
at that Time in the Hands of the Ottomans, he 
inytted the King of Georgia to his Tent, under 
pretence of a P pioal Joy for their mutual Suc- 
ceſe. The unwary Prince, truſting to his own 
Merit, and the Faith of his Neighbour, ventures 
himſelf With a ſmall Guard to the Camp of I/ 
mael. The Perſian entertained him, with all 
the outward Demonſtrations of Affection and 
Gratitude, for his repeated Aids: But, in the 
End of the Feaſt taking Exceptions at ſome 
Words the King of Georgia ſpoke, in praiſe of his 
pr own 
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own Soldiers, he commanded his Eunuchs to ſcrze 
on him, and carry him to the Text of the Dy for- 
tunate (lo they called the Pavillon or Cage of the 
Grandees fallen into Diſgrace,} Then he gave 
ſwift Orders, for the Georgian Soldiers to be ma- 
nacled. And having ths. done, he beſtow'd the 
Government of Georgia on one Luarzab, on Con- 
dition, That he and his Succeſſors would embrace 
the Faith of Hali, and pay Tribute to the Crown 
of e 

From this Luarzah has the Government of 
Georgia deſcended, not in a Line of Blood, but 
at the Pleaſure of the Perſian Kings, to hank who 
' nowr holds it, Shanavas-Chan ; who, I believe, 
has more Wir than to hazard his Poſſeſſions for the 
Sake of a Chimera. 

In thus roving from my firit Point thou canſt 
not blame me, fince thou thy ſelf acteſt by the 
Rules of Navigation, which vary according to the 
Byaſs of the Needle. Thou tollowelk one Mag net, 
and I another; yet let us both meet in the Center 
of Duty, we owe e the Grand Seignior. 


Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 


LETTER KH: 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignior. 


HOU wilt 9 8 Tis an unmannerly Way 
of congratulating thy New Advance, t5 
begin my Addreſs with Complaints. Vet Friend- 
hip overlooks Panctilio's. Li is not the firſt 
e 8 Time 


— 


t 
. 
1 
4 
0 
. 
1 
on 
. 
bY 
q 
J 
＋ 
5 
\ 
þ 
* 
N 
7 
14 
1B 
: 
. 
| 
* 
14 
* 
4 
wy 
: 
+8 
3 $. 
1 
'Y 
I: 
, . 
4 1 
25 
3 
# 
WT 
7 
5 
1 
1 
i J 
ow. 
18 
1 
D 
_, 5 
1 
1 
\/ BY 
$3 © 
o 
=” 
+FK2 
a 
„ * 
8 
5 'H 
'Þ "A 
bs 17 
"=D 
2 q 
-/ 
1 
o 2 * 
* 0 
if 
T f 
iy A 
1 
17 1 
, 
. q 
. 
BD 
* Le 
30+} 
, a 1 
: 
? 
{WM} 
24 
4 
1 
1 
MK 3 
& T4. 
$ Be 
4 
7 : 
T1530 
= 
1 
F 4 
1 
4 bY 
2 w 
n 
1 
r 
1 
3.785 
$M 
: 4 
i 5FY 
4 4 
"of 
x 4 172 
AY 


ae EEE IIS. SE 
r Aa 
Her WI ; 2 5 x 
SE —_———— 


38 Lerrexs Writ by Vol. IV. 
Time I have treſpaſsd on thy generous Tem- 
per. I am indiſpos d, and cannot act the Cour- 
tier, though I am raviſhed to hear the News. It 
is ſome Support to my languiſhing Spirits, that 
whilſt I am crumbling and dwindling away into 
the little Principles of which I was made, thou 
my Friend art growing in the Bulk of mortal 
Greatneſs, in the Favour of our glorious Sultan. 

However, I cannot but ſuſpect the pretended 
Kindneſs of him who rais'd thee, I mean the nw 
Vizier ; neither haſt thou much Reaſon to take 
this fudden Reconciliation for any other than a 

Mask of his old Malice He cannot forget the 
Quarrel between thy Father and him, on the Ac- 
count of Dara Me ſock, the Lieutenant-General 
of the Janixaries; when the brave old Cheiꝶł put 


a Stop to the deſigned Revenge of this whuman 
Upftart. | | 


Aſſure thy ſelf, That he who has made the 


Steps to the Grandeur he now poſſeſſes, o'er the 


Neck of his Maſter, will not ſpare any from whoſe 


Wit or Power he may fear a Shock. And he 
| knows both by Experience and Intereſt too great, 
not to miſtruſt the Son of his Enemy. 
Beſide, the eminent Command thy Brother 
has over the Spahi's, muſt needs be an additional 


Caution to the Man, whoſe Name ſounds no 


where ſo ſweetly, as in the Chamber of the Fa- 
 mizanres. | | | 


Thou art ſenſible, that the newly reviv'd Ani- 


moſity between theſe Military Orders, threatens 
a Calamity to the Ottoman Empire, which cannot 
be diverted, without a Sacrifice on one fide or 
other. And, ſince the Spahi's have engaged ſo 
many potent Baſſa's in their Quarrels, who can 
expect to fail, but the mighty Favourite of the 
V | 


He 


in 


once I could call my other ſelf : Fo 
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He knows this very well; and to prevent his 
own Ruin, he reſolves on thine and thy Brother's : 


Thine under the Maſque of Friendſhip, till by his 


Wheedle he has drawn thy Brother to Conſtanti- 
nople ; where he will not fail to be ſtrangl'd, that 
ſo a Creature of the Vi2zey may be promoted in 
his Room: And what will become of thee after 
this, 1 leave to thy own Judgment. 

Perhaps thou wilt defpiſe the Advice of a ſick 
Man, and impute my Fears to an Exceſs of Me- 
lancholly ; from which Diſtemper, thou knoweſt, 
I am ſeldom free But I tell thee, my Reaſon 
labours under no Hypocondriack Diſorders, tho 
my Body may. I am no Enthyfiaſt when 1 coun- 
ſe] my Friend to avoid an apparent Danger. How- 
ever, 1f thou thinkeſt it needleſs for me to buſy 
my ſelf in ſuch Cafes, I have done. Bur I ſhall 
never ceaſe to pray for thy Proſperity, as often 
as I comply with the Law, in kiſſing the Floor 


five Times a Day, and repeating the appointed 


Oraiſons of Faith. 

Methinks, when T write to thee now, my Pen 
is at a Loſs I am puzzled for a Sty le ſuitable to 
thy new Honour and our old Friendſip 

But if I take too much Liberty, aſcribe it to 
the Sincerity of my Affection, which knows not 
how to be reſerv'd or ſtrange to a Perſon, whom 


ee] Ir no wider 1s 
the Diſtance between Friends, _ | 


Paris, $th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1649, 
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LETTER NI 


T9 Chiurgi Muhamet, Baſſa, 


Know not, whether what I am going to relate 
will be News to thee, or to any of the Mini- 
fters reſiding at the ſublime Port. However tis 
ſo to me, and I am commanded to conceal not! hing 
of Moment that comes to my Ears 
Mahomet, eldeſt Son of Achmet, the Dey of 

Tunis, 8 now at Rome, having embraced the 
Chriſtian Religion. People relate variouſly the 
Mortives that induced him to this Change. Some 
ſay, twas Inrereſt, he having held a e Cor- 
reſpondence with the Vicercy of Sicily, w who pro- 
miſed him, in the King of Spain's. Name, to 
make him Loyd of feveral large Territories in the 
Weſt Indies, 

Others ſay, 'twas Diſcontent at his Father's Go- 
vernment, and auiiere Carriage towards him; the 
old Man having forcd him to marry the Baſſa ot 
Tripoli's Daughter againſt his Inclination. 

But the greateſt Part aſcribe this Change in 
Religion to the Force of his Conſcience; Which 
they ſay was convinced by a Miracle, of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Faith, For, as they relate, 
being once at Sea 1n a veel, wherein were many 
Chrift:ans, and a dreadful Tempeſt ariſing, che 
Mariners, who were all Muſſulma ng, ſeeu;g the 
Havock that the Winds and Waves had made of 
the Ship-Tackle, gave over all for loſt, and flint- 
ing under ſo much Labour, Watching and Ter- 
rour as they had undergone, lay down, and lec 
the Ship drive where-ever the Storm would [carry 
her. But there being a Chriſtian Prir aboard, 
elleem d a very holy and e Man, hi 
| | excited 


24 
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excited the Chriſtians to appeaſe the Wrath of 
Gop by ſome extraordinary Acts of Devotion. 
Then they all made a ſolemn Proceſſion on the 


Decks of the Ship, the Prieſt carrying before them 


that which they call the Sacrament, imploring the 
Mercy of Gop, and often calling on Feſus and 
Mary. When behold, as the Prieft ſtood aloft on 
the Poop, reading aloud. part of the Goſpel, the 
Storm ſuddenly ceaſed, the Clouds were diſpers'd, 
the Air grew. ſerene and calm, and the Veſſel 
got ſafe into Harbour. Upon this, they ſay, Ma- 
homet, when he came aſhore, took that Prieſt 


along with him, dchiri ing to de inſtructed in the 


S Belief; making a Vow alſo, That he 


would renounce the Law of the Muſſulmans, and 
embrace that of Feſus. 
This is what ſuch, as are zealous for the Ho» 
nour of the Chriſtian Faith, relate concerning 
this Prince's Converſion, However it be, it 15 
certain, that he privately made his Eſcape from 
Tunis by Sea, and bent his Courſe directly for 
Sicily ; where in a few Days he landed, a. was 
receiv d by the Vice-Roy, accordi ing to the Dignit 
of a Prince. A bile ; after, he was baptiz d by an 
Archbiſhop, who gave him the Name of Don Phi- 
Iippo, by which he is called in all Places. 

They ſay, he was a little ſcandaliz'd at firſt, 
when he ſaw with what Freedom the Steilian 


Women appeared abroad in the Streets, and 


convers'd with Men; but that afterwards, he 
took a great Delight in their Company, eſpecially 

thoſe that could ling well, or phy on any In- 
. of Mu ich, to Which he is much ad- 
dicted. And therefore he chuſes to frequent 


thoſe Temples, where their Service 1s perform'd 


with Variety of excellent Muſick, as it is in all 
great Cities. And for ought we know, the 
Character which the Chriſtian Prieft gave him of 
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42 LETTERS Vrit by Vol. IV. 
this harmonious Manner of worſbipping God, might 
have no ſmall Influence on a Man naturally affect- 
ed with that Science. Certainly Muſick has a 
mighty Force on our AﬀeCtions ; and it is a Pro- 
verb here in the Weſt, That he who does not 
love I he has no Soul. One of the ancient 
Philoſophers defined the Soul it ſelf to be an Har- 
mony. And another was ſo ſenſible of the various 


Effects of this Science, in raiſing different Paſſi- 


ons in Men, that he left it as an Aphoriſm, Such 


as the Muſick is, ſuch are the People of a Com- 


monewealth. Whence it was the great Care of 
fuch as took upon them to form the Manners of 


Louth, that no Tunes ſhould be played in their 


hearing, which naturally provoked to Levity and 


Wantonneſs ; but grave amd martial Strains, ſuch | 


as prompted heroick Thoughts, and diſpoſed them 
to Vertue, The Jtalians are great Maſters of 
this Science; and the Airs which they compoſe 
for their Church Service are very deep and ra- 
viſhing. Which cauſes their new Proſelyte, Don 
Philippo, to paſs his Time very attentively, du- 


ring the Celebration of their High-Maſs and their 


Even-Song. They report, that he will turn Fe- 


ſuit 
He went from Sicily loaded with Gifts and 


Preſents, and came to Rome, the Seat of the 


Chriſtians chief Mufti, whom they call the Pope. 
He is much honour'd and careſſed by the Holy 


Father, and all the Cardinals, who have told him 


ſo many fair Things of the Nazarene Faith, and 
ſhew'd him ſo many ſucred Relicks of N "i 
that he thinks himſelf already within the Verge 


of Heaven, and that Rome is no other than the 
Suburbs of Paradiſe, 'There is ſomething very 
charming and ſweet in the Converſation of the 
_ Chriſtian Prelates, if they be Men of Learning, 
as moſt generally they are. And, tis no wonder 

| that 
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that ſuch polite Company ſhould il much 
on the flexible Temper of a young Prince, who 
is as a Pilgrim in a ſtrange Country, where he 
can hear nothing but perpetual Eulogies of the 
Ehriftian Religion; nor ſee any Thing but Ob- 
jets, which ſerve only to confirm in his Mind 
a venerabie Idea of that Faith he has embraced. 
Beſides, they ſay he is fallen deeply in Love with 
a young Roman Lady; ſo that there is no ho 
of reſcuing him from the Power of ſo many En- 
chantments. | 

Therefore, giving him over as loſt, let us pray 
the Omnipotent, to eſtabliſh #s in his Truth; that 


neither Intereſt, Paſſion, nor an erroneous Con- 


ſcience may ever be able to make us ſwerve 


from the Law written in Heaven, but, that we 
may adhere to GOD and his Prophet, with a 


3 Thouſand Souls. 


Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1649, 


4 * nl * 


LETTER XIV. 


To Sala Tircheni Emin, * 
dant of the Royal Arſenal at Con- 
ſtantinople, 2 


E are all alarm'd here with the News of 

I know not what boiſterous Adventures 

of the Coſſacks, and their Neighbours, that poſſeſs 
the ancient Kingdom of Colchis. Had I not a 
firm Faith in the Alcoran, twould fill me with 
Pannick Fears. But, no Attempts can prevail 
againſt the Men fighting under the Shadow of 
| Es the 
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the Prophet. He deſcended with a conſummate 
Authority, from the Monarch who commands al! 
Things. The Mandate of Heaven will diſpertc 
the Infidels. The ſeven Vitziers above, were Wit 
neſſes to the Words, whoſe Echo's caus'd Thun- 
der, when the Prophet retir'd from the Steps of 
the Throne. Had not Moſes given him Warning 
(who remembred the Noſe in the Mount) the A- 
poſtle had loſt his Addreſs, and been confounded 
before the Angels; but encourag'd with the Whii- 
per of the Man with Horns, he made no Default 


in his Conge: And with little loſs of Time arriv'd 


to the ninth Sphere, where he proclaim'd the Ne. 
Jarum; and all the Inhabitants of that Orb re- 
ſorted to the Banner which he had in his Hands. 
The Prophet told em, Iwwas only for a Tryal of 
their Fidelity. They made Obeiſance, and retir'd. 
From that Place he made no Scruple, but that 
the Elect in Heaven and Earth would obey the 
Divine Patent. He finiſh'd his Deſcent triumphant- 
ly, and pitch'd his Fect on Mount Uriel. Thoſe 
that believe Hal, ſay, Twas on the Top of the 
ragged Rock : But let Hereticꝶhs alone in their 
Infidelity. Be it where it pleaſed G o p, he ſpoke 


the Merds that ſhall ne'er be reyers'd when he diſ- 


play'd the heaven Sil, and ſaid, Whoever takes 
up Arms agaiuft this Banner, ſyall.be reputed an 


Infidel ; he ſ all be extcyminated from the Earth. 


I often think on theſe Paſſages in the holy Me- 
moirs, the Collections of the Life full of Wonders. 
Then I comfort my felt with this Thought, That 
if all the ancircemcis d in the World ſhould: enter 
into a Combination, they would not ſucceed a- 
gainſt the Men fighting under the Commiſſion With 
the Seal. OY 5 
1 have ſent a Letter to the Baſſa of the Sea, 
acquainting him with the News of this Expedition 
of the Coſfacks. Since which I am informed, That 
. | 3 SET thee 
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theſe People are headed by a famous Pirate in 
thoſe Parts, a Man of a daring Spirit, aad ca- 
pable of the boldeſt Undertakings. The French 
Merchants, who have traded in the Black Sea, 
give hm a high Character; and portend great 
Injuries to the Ottoman Empire from the Succeſs 
of his Arms: For, they ſay, He is a good Cap- 
| tain, both by Sea and Land. J have heard ſeveral 
different Stories of his Birth and Education: But 
this Jam going to relate, comes from the beſt 
Hands, and ſeems moſt probable. 

His Name is Pachicour, a Circaſtan by Birth, 
but bred up in a Sea Town of the Ukrain, near 
the Mouth of the Nieſter. He left his Native 
Country, at the Age of twelve Years, out of 
: Defire to ſee foreign Parts, embarking himſelf 
unknown to his Parents in a Veſſel of Podolia, 
which then was ready to ſet ſail from Bala C lug. 
He carryed with. him à ſmall Sum of Money, 
which he had purloyn'd from his Father, and ſerv'd 
as a Fund of his future Fortune: For arrwing 
at a certain Town in Podolia, he frequented the 
Keys, and offer'd his Service to ſeveral Merchants; 
one of which obſerving in his Face the Marks of 
a promiſing Genius, entertain'd him in his Houſe, 
He liv'd with him ſeven Years, and perform'd his 
Ofhce ſo well, that he made him his Factor to 
Conſtantinople, | 

Pachicour diſcharg'd his Truſt there with 
much Profit to his Maſter, and Honour to himſelf. 
So that at his Return, ſeveral Merchants entruſted 
him with their Go ods : and ſent him to trade at 
Caffa, and other Towns onthe Black Sea. His 
Judgment and Reputation encrealing with his 
Years, he became in Time famous in all the 
trading Towns. And ſuch was his - Credit 
in the Ukrain, that all the Merchants put their 
Velicls and Goods into his Hangs 5; So that he 

_ faild 
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Giled many Times with a Fleet of twenty Ships 


| having the Diſpoſal of all the Goods, committed 


to his Management. He grew fo rich in Time 
by his Dealings, that he was able to drive a con- 
iderable Trade for himſelf. And then it was, 
he began to lay the Foundation of a Deſign, 
which he has ſince executed. His Genius was 
too active always to be confin'd to this flow way 
of growing Great: Therefore he was reſolv'd at 
one Blow to raiſe his Fortune to the Pitch he 
aim'd at. He was the only Brother Banquier and 
Merchant where-ever he came. | 

It was no difficult Thing for a Man of ſo vaſt 
a Credit to raiſe an extraordinary Stock ; and 
Pachicour could eaſily ſilence the Alarms of Con. 


ſcience. There happen'd alſo a Juncture very 


proper for his Deſign, - For while he was at JI 
gaou, a Port of Crrcafſia, Day and Night project- 
ing how to exalt himſelf, a Way broke out betwecn 


his Countrymen and the Mingrelians. The latter 


appear'd with a Navy at Sea, which alarm'd all 


the Maritime Paris of Circaſſia. Pachicour, 
whoſe Invention was always buſy, took a Hint from 
this, to accompliſh his lot. Expedition was bis 


chiefeſt Game. Therefore he ſpeedily made the 
utmoſt Uſe of his Credit among the Podolian 
Merchants; and other Foreigners reſiding at I/ 
gaou. And, when he had amaſs'd together prodi- 
gious Sums of Gold, for which he only gave 


them Bills of Exchange, he privately ſends away 


this huge Treaſure, with all his Jewels, Tiflucs, 


and other rich Merchandize, to his Father's 


Houſe, who lived not many Leagues from this 
Town. . 5 9 | 

Within two Days after this, the Mingrelian 
Fleet made a Deſcent at aon, fack'd it, carry'd 


away Two thouſand Captives, and went to their 
Veſſels again, 


Pac hicous 


. 
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5 Pac hicour, who knew how to make an Advan- 
” tage of this Opportunity, privately fled after his 
Wealth, as ſoon as the Mingrelian Fleet appear'd 
before the Place, And it happen'd that moſt 
of his Creditors were made Slaves, and tranſ- 
ported to Mingrelia, He had no need to take any 
farther Care, but how to ſecure his Riches from 
his pilfering Neighbours : For the Circaſtans 
aue all profeſsd Thieves. He therefore makes haſte 
to his Father; and having pratified him for 
bis Trouble, he in a ſhort time purchas'd four 
Men of War, with which he ſets up for a Pirate, 


infeſting thoſe Seas, and robbing all the Mera 
i | chants, except thoſe who had formerly entruſted 
. bim. His Bounty and Valour charm'd all that 
y | fervd him, And his Fame ſpreading with his 
A wonderful Succeſs, many Circaſſians put out to 


bo | Sea, and join'd with him: So that in a little 
n | Time he made no ſmall Figure in the Kingdom 
er of Neptune, Seeing himſelf Commander of a 


ul powerful Navy, he found out quickly the Mingre- 
lian Fleet, and engaging with them, got a glorious 
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Be | Victor ; | 
s Soon after, a Peace was concluded, and Pac bi- 
he cor was declar'd Admiral of all the Circaſſian 
an | vea-Forces : To which the Mingrelians were ob- 
I bliged by Treaty to join theirs, and to obey Pa- 
di- chicour's Orders, In a little time, this fortunate 
ive General became ſo famous, that the Coſſacks ſent to 
-ay him an Agent, and enter'd into a League; fur. 
ics, | 211d out three hundred Veſſels, and join'd the Cir- 
er's Þ caffian and Mingrelian Fleets, LS | 
this This is the Bottom of the ne Expedition which [| 
makes ſo loud a Noiſe in theſe Parts. | f 
ian Thou, who art Maſter of the Arſenal, wilt i 
yd {now what Meaſures are fitteſt to be taken againſt 4 
y 


neir this bold Infidel, if he perſiſts to break the 
Peace of the molt Serene Empire. Yet, though he 
cou 18 
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is an Enemy, let us not envy him the Praiſes 


that are due to his Wit and Courage. He ſeems 


to ſurpaſs the ſneaking Thieves of his own Nation; 
and undertakes nothing but ſovereign Cheats, and 
noble T hejts, ſuch as would paſs for vertuous Att. 
ons in a Man of a higher Birth. 

I do not plead for Robbery, nor take the Part 
of an Tnftdel but if I had Time to tell thee 
ſome Beroick Paſſages of this Pirate, thou 
would'ſt ſay, he is worthy of a generous and fi- 
vourable Uſage, ſhould he become a Captive. 
In another Letter I will oblige thee with a Re 
lation, which will not be unwelcome to a Man 
who gives not Sentence with the Vulgar. Thad 
more to ſay. on another Subject, but J am inter 
ruptcd, Pardon the Effect of my N to the 


Grand Seignier. 


Paris, 19th of 'he 8th 5 bbs: 
of the Tear, 1649. 


LETTER XV. 
To Melec Amet Balla. 


\ HERE is News arrived here lately of the 
Murder of the Engliſb Ambaſſador at the 
Hague. His Name was Doriſlaus. He was ſen: 
by the mew Governors in England to make an 
Alliance with the States of Holland. and to ſatist 
them in reference to their late Pr oceedings again 
their Sovereign. "Tis ſaid, his Negotiation 010 


have had but little Succele, in reg 


Oraryge, whois Preſident or Chief over the Sr 
and w ha married the Dat ughter of the Engl. |' 
King, takes to Heart the untune ely Deith of hi. 

Eater 


r 
2 


gard the Prince ot 
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*  Patherdin-Law, and cannot be reconciled to his 


Murderers. Vet, tis to be thought that Princes 


are no farther touched with one another's Misfor- 


tunes than concerns their Intereſt, 2; 
However, on the 3d Day of the 5th Moon ſome 


Scots enter'd into the Lodgings of the Ambaſſador; 


and having diſpatch'd him with ſeveral Wounds, 


made their Eſcape, It is not certainly known 


who ſet theſe Aſſaſſins at work. People deſcant 
yariouſly, as their Affections byaſs them. Some 
reflect on it as a Judgment j«ftly inflicted by Gop, 
though by an ànjuſt Act of Men, on one who had 
been a notoriaus Promoter of his Sovereign's 
Death: Others cenſure it as a moſt impious Sa- 
crilege, in regard the Perſons of Ambaſſadors are 


by the Law of Nations eſteem'd ſacred and invio- 


lable; and the Injuries which they ſuffer are inter- 
preted not only as done to their Maſters who ſend 
them, but to all Mankind, as if human Nature 
it ſelf were wrong d in the Perſons of Publicꝶ 
Minifters, : 5 

Indeed there is no Method of eftabliſhing or 
conſerving Friendſhips and Alliances between diſ- 
ferent Nations, if their Agents be not ſecured with 
an Immunity from Affronts and Violences. 

The French relate' a pretty Paſſige of one of 
their Kings, who before he came to the Crown, 


being Duke of Orleans, had receiv'd very ill Uſage 
in his Travels from a certain Italian Lord call'd 
the Baron of Beneveuto. Aſter this Prince was 
poſſeſs d of the Xingdom, the ſame Italian Lord 
was ſent Ambaſſador from the Viceroy of Naples, 
| to congratulate his Acceſſion to the 7 brone of his 
Auceſtors. Some French Courtiers, who had been 
| Witnefſes of the Injuries this Lord had formerly 


done to their Maſter, now perſuaded the Xing to 


revenge himſelf, by cauſing ſome groſs Indig- 
| Butzes to be done him whilſt he had him in his 


D*:- Power. 
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Power. To whem the wiſe Monarch reply'd, It 


becomes not the King of France to revenge on the 
Embaſſador of Naples the Injuries which the Duke 


of Orleans receiv'd from the Baron of Benevento. 


Tis ſaid, the Engliſh Nation have demanded 
Satisfaction of the Hollanders for the Murther of 


their Ambaſſador, but were anſwer d, That they 


themſelves ought at firſt to expiate the Murther 
of thein King. LY 

The Scots have revolted from the New Govern: 
ment in England, and are yet in ſuſpence, whe- 
ther they thall ſet up the Son of the late King, or 
form themſelves into an independent Republick. 
The Iriſh are ſtedfaſt to the Intereſt of the Cro aun. 
And many Iſlands in America, ſubject to the Kings 
of England, have now deny d all Obedience to 


the new Engliſh Government, which ſeems to tend 
towards a Democracy. 


There is much talk of one Cromwel, the Gene- 
a] of the Engliſh Forces in Ireland. This Man 
from a private and obſcure Eſtate is aſcended to 
the Dignity of a General, having purchas d this 
Command by his Conduct and Valour. The French 
extol him for the greateſt Soldier of this Age; 
and if Fame be true, no leſs a Stateſman. 


As a Mark of the Reſpect I owe thee, tho. 


wilt receive with this Letter a Piſtol of curious 
Workmanſhip, which being once charged, will 
deliver fix Bullets one after another. If thou ac- 
cepteſt this ſmall Preſent it will be an Argument of 
thy Friendſhip. _ | 


Paris 19zh of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1649. | 
| LE T. 


Vol. IV. 4 Sor at PARIS. 31 


LETTER XIV. 
| To the Venerable Mufti. 


YF Have often wonder d at the Let hargy wherein 
the Nazarenes ſeem to be drown'd. They for- 
get what they read in their own Bibles ; they 


there encounter with Expreſſions which favour 


of the Eaſt. Every Page of the written Law 
reliſhes of the Diale& which is pure and lively, 


| though the Tranſlators have cropt the Flower of 
the Senſe. I have read their Bible in Greek, Latin, 
and French, but none of theſe Languages expreſs 
| to the Life the original Hebrew ; nor can it be 
expected. It is impoſſible to fcrew up the dull 
| Phraſes of Europe to the ſignificant Idioms of 
| Afia. We may as well expect Dates to ſpring 
from a Reed. And for that Reaſon it is forbid- 
den the true Faithful to tranſlate the Volume of 
| Light from the original Arabick; which is no 

other than Hebyeqv in its ancient Purity. 


This is the Language of thoſe who dwell above 


| the ſeventh Orb, Tis the Dialect wherein Goo 


converſes with the Pages of his diving Seraglio, 
wherein all the Records of the celeſtial Empire are 
writ. And when he iſſues out Orders to the 
Miniſters and Baſſa's of Heaven, Haſmariel the 
Secretary of the immortal Divan uſes no other 
Character, or Speech, but that which is peculiar on 


| Earth to the Sons of Iſhmael, the Inhabitants of 


the Region on the Eaſt of the Red-Sea, In fine, 
this is the Language wherein the Omnipoteut 
thought fit to diſcover his Pleaſure to Mortal i. 
Believe Mahmut, when he tells thee with pro- 
found Submiſſion, that he has taken ſeme Pains 
to pry into thoſe Languages which have been the 
| D 2 Channels 
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Channels of divine Knowledge, I have been pe- 
culiarly ambitious to ſtudy the Anatomy of orien. 
tal Words: And it would be no Hyperbole to ſay, 
I have learn'd to diſſect even the very Syllables, 
wherein the various placing of Points and Letters 
alters the Senſe, or at leaſt makes it ambiguous, 
So ſignificant and myſterious are our ſacred Cha- 
eaters. 51 185 i . 

1 ſpeak not this in Peeviſhneſs,, or to vindicate 
my ſelf from the Contempt which Ichingi Cap 


Oglani has put upon me. I have no Emulation 


in that Point; nor can any little Spur of pedan- 
tick Ambition make me forward to contend with 
a Man, whoſe whole Talent conſiſts in knowing 
and remembering other Mens Works; as if he had 
ſtudied at Athens only for this End, to learn the 
facetious Art of turning his Brains into à Cata- 
log ue of Books, But I reflect on the Learned 
among the Nazarenes, who are chiefly to blame, 
having the Cuſtody of the Book delivered to them 
from the Fews : And among them the Tranſlators 
of that Volume are paſt Excuſe, for they have de- 
Howr'd the Original, and robb'd the Virgin Lan- 
guage of its Beauty and Honour, whilſt the reſt are 
Witneſſes and ſilent Abettors of the Rape, in 
conccaling the Indignity that has been done to the 
Letters form d by the Finger of Cop, and full of 

divine Mypteries. TY 5 
In thus accuſing the Chriſtian Interpreters ol 
the Bible, J do not patronize the critical Whimſies 
of the Jeu iſp-Cabaliſtsu. They are exploded by 
ll Men of Senſe ; yet there is a Medium between 
the Exceſs of that affected Niceneſs, which has 
rendred the one ridiculous, and of that ſtudy'd 
Careleſsneſs to which the Obſcurity of the other 
is owing. As the Hebrevs, by preſſing the Letters 
too cloſe, ave ſqueez d out divine Chimera's , ſo 
the Chriſtians, m uſing too {lack a Hand, have 
| a <7 ite 
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ſcarce gain d a groſs Draught of common human 
Senſe, leaving the genuine Elixir of the Writer's 
Meaning behind. 1 

T will not lay much to the Charge of the 


Tranſlators employ'd by Ptolomy Philadelphns, 


King of Egypt. Theſe were no Chriſtians, nor 
yet in the Number of thoſe who adored the ce- 
leftial Bodies and Elements : Nor did any of them 
pay their Devotions at the ſame Altar with that 
Enyptian Monarch, who was a Worſhippey of the 
God Serapis: But they were Fes, ſeventy, or 
two more in Number, as the Tradition goes. 
And being every one commanded ſeverally to 
tranſlate thoſe Manuſcripts which the TFecvs 
eſteem' d the Oracles of Gop, without converſing 
with, or ſeeing each other, tis ſaid, their Verſions: 
all agreed td a SyNadke, fo. 
| This is the Story of the Jet, and ſeems to be 
credited by the Chriſtians : Yet ſome have found 
many Errors and Incongruities in that celebrated 
Copy. And 'tis eaſy for an unpartial Eye, eſpe- 
cially in the Head of an Oriental, to ſpy mauy 
möfe. ly | oe 
But the Latin, which they call the vulgar Tran- 
Nation, is full of Miſtakes. And the pretended 
Saint who made it, ſhould have gone farther than 
Paleſtine for his Intelligence in ancient Hebrew. 
His Name (if I miſtake not) was Hzeronymus. He 
paſs'd many Years in a Cell, near the ſuppoſed 
Tomb of the Chriſtian's Meſſiah in the Holy 
Land: Where, they ſay, he was inſpir'd with the 
Knowledge of Hebrew ; and from thence ventur'd 
upon a Tranſlation of the Old Teſtament. 


Thou wilt not expect a Certificate of theſe 


Things from Mahmut, who only tells thee what 


he has read in Chriſtian Authors, whom they call 


the Hiſtorians of their Church, 
3 But 
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But I can aſſure thee twas no Spirit of the 
laſt aſſiſted this Eccleſiaſtic in his Verſion. For 
te comes far ſhort of rightly rendering the lofty 
Hyperboles, appoſite Similitudes, elegant Figures, 
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and other Ornaments of Speech pec 09s = þ 


Writings of thoſe who firſt ſee the Riſing- Sun. 
Such are all thoſe penn'd in the Eaſt + From which 
we mult not exclude the Manuſcripts of Moſes, 
and the reſt of the Hebrew Prophets, Poets, Hiſto- 
rians and Philoſophers, Of theſe does the Old 
Teſtament conſiſt, except one Book writ by my 
Countryman Fob, who five Times foil'd the Devil 
in ſo many ſet Combats before Goo. 
What ſhall I ay then of the Tranſlations that 
have been made of their Bible in other Languages, 
not ſo copious and ſignificant as the Latin. 
Since this Diviſion aroſe between the Roman- 
Catholicks and Proteſtants, their Bible has becn 
taught to ſpeak the Dialect of all, or moſt Nations 
in Europe. Yet. ſuch is the Unhappineſs of 
the Franks, that the more they tamper with 
the Language of great Purity, the worle they 
ſucceed, Which has occaſion'd ſome learned Men, 
25 I am inform'd, to mark above a thoufand 
_ Faults in the laſt French: Verſion of that myſterious 
Book. CH 2 
What room will they leave for the Cenſures 


of the Muſſulmans, it the Chriſtians themſelves 


ure thus critical upon the Grand Patent of their 
So/patian te 3 

It would be an endleſs Task to recount. all the 
Errors that may be diſcærn'd in the various Tra. 
ducts of the Bible, by any Man that has convers d 
in the Eaſt. Neither will I intrench on thy Pa- 
tience to gain the Character of a Critic, 

Permit me to glance only on the Pſalter, or 
the Odes of Sultan David. How flat and dull are 
the Meaſures of the Chriſtian Tranſlators * 1 
2 7 | F low 
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low have they ſunk the Senſe of that Royal Poet? 
He never began to warble forth any of thoſe 
Divine Songs, till firſt mſpir'd by a Seraph, whom 
he had lur'd down from Paradiſe by the Melody 
of his Harp. That Seraph was Maſter of the 
Mu ſick above, as the Hebrea Doctors teach. Every 
time David play d on his [nftruments, Aviel (for 
fo was the Spirit call'd) made his Deſcent, and 
ſung with a Grace which cannot be expreſs'd. 
The docile Poet ſoon learn'd both his Notes and 
Words. Seven hundred Times David touch'd 


| his harmonious Strings, and ſo often the Angel 


ſtood by him with the Book of the Puire. He 
taught him Seven hundred Sonnets that are chant- 
ed by the Lovers in Paradiſe, But the Devil ſtole 
em from the King whilſt he was gazing on ano-- 
ther Man's Wife, bathing her ſelf in an adjoining 
Garden 9 | 
Vet there are above a hundred Hymns remaining 
which David compos d by Memory out of the former. 
But ſome Sects among the Chriſtians have turn'd 
them to the Ballads of the Vulear. | 
So have they dealt by that ſurpaſſing Poem of 


Selyman, taught him by the Ethereal Tutor of his 


Father, For Ariel was enamour'd of one of the 
Virgins of Paradiſe at the ſame Time that Solomon 
enjoy'd Pharaoh's Daughter, and had newly built 
tor her a Seraglio of Cedar. The heavenly. Lover 
therefore, to accommodate himſelf to the Paſſion 
of the Mortal, taught him one of the Paſtorals 
of Eden, a Song peculiar to his own Amour. 

But the, Nazarenes have turn'd it to a dry and 


inſignificant Allegory by their Glegſes ; putting an 


Affront alſo upon Rhetorick and Poetry, in word- 
ing their Tranſlation, | | 
If I ſhould go on and number the Miſtakes 
they have made in the Writings 'of the Prophets, 
and other Books. of the Old Teſtament, though it 
$06 4 - wo 


k — 
— — — ———— ˙1- Z — — — — — — 
ER on 5 ——__ REL Ko — — CO TT On — 
— — 5 * —— 1 _— — — —ä ́ —— 
—— — ——ͤ—»öH[jé— — — 5 - 


36 LETTERS Writ by Vol. IV. 


were but in this general Manner, I ſhould tire 
thee out ; but to recount the Particulars would 
be a thirteenth Task for Hercules. 
Vet after all theſe Defaults of the Learned, 
neither they nor the Ignorant can be excus' d from 


wilful Blindneſs, in ſhutting their Eyes againſt 


the Twilight which appears in the worſt Tran- 
ation, and is ſufficient to direct any Man to 
the Eaſt, where Wiſdom ſhines in her porfect 


Splendor. FF 
There are Expreſſions all over the Scriptreres 


which point to the Laws, Cuſtoms, Habits, Diet 


and Manner of Life uſed in the Regions firſt viſit. 


ed by the Morning Sun. Theſe are the ſame now 
as they were of old; and the Muſſulmans of this 
Age obſerve no other Rule of Life but what was 


| practis d by the Patriarch Ibrabim, above three 


thouſand Years ago, and by all the Faithful of 
thoſe Times. Our Marriages, Circumciſions, Fit 
nerals, Prayers, Waſhing, and all otherCeremonies 


of Religion or Civility, are the ſame now as then: 


There is nothing added or diminiſhed ſave the 
Faith and Obedience we owe toMahomet the Am- 
baſſador of G o p, and to the Volume put into his 
Hands by Gabriel, Prince of the divine Meſſen- 
gers: Hay 5 

Our very Habits, and the Manner of our Build- 
ing; our Salutations and whole Addreſs are the 
ſame at this Day, as the Scripture tells us were in 
uſe in thoſe Ages next after the Flood among the 
Patriarchs and Prophets, and among all the true 


Believers, the Poſterity of Ibrahim, eſpecially the 


Deſcendants by the Right Line, the Stem of I- 
nagel, the eldeſt Son of him who entertained three 
Angels at once in his Tent, 

Yet the /nfidels will not conſider it; but per- 
ſuade themſelves they are the only Children of the 
faithful Ibrahim, pretending to practiſe, * 1 
. | | now 
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know not what fgurative Senſe, the Life we lead 


in Truth: Cheating themſelves with empty Sym- 


But thou, great Succeſſor of Ibrahim, and the 
Prophets, vouchſafe to pray for Mahmut, that 
whilſt his Duty to the Grand Seignior obliges him 
to dwell here in the Weſt, and to converie with 


none but Inn dels, he may ſtill retain the Faith ot 
the Ea ſt, the Devotion of an Iſnaelite, and the 


Purity of a true Believer; ſtill crying in his Heart, 
even in the Temples of the Inf dels, chere is but 


one Gob, and Mahomet his Meſſenger. 


Paris, 5th of the goth Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 


N _ n——y +3 
—— ——_— * 


EFT ER XVII. 
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HE Peace agreed on laſt Year between the 
Germans and Swedes, is noc yet fully eſta. 
bliſned and confirmed, there has been a Ceſſation vt 
Arms ſince that Time. And now the Dake . 
mali on the Emperor's Side, the Duke of Vandort 


for the King of France, and he of Ersir for the 


Crownof Swedeland, are met at Norimburgh, to 
conclude a final Ratification of the Articles. 
During this Conſult, the Savediſh Army are per- 
mitted by the Emperor's Agreement to quarter up 
and down in ſeven Circles of the Empire, and not 
to be diſcharged till all their Arrears are aid at 
the Coſt of the Germans. Tis ſaid it wilb amount 
to three Millions of Zequins, This War has 
laſted near thirty Vears; in which above three hun- 
ared thouſand Men have loſt their Lives, | 
% cM 
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As to the Engliſh. Affairs, the nene Party 
there have deelared that gucient & 


t Kingdom to be a 
free State, and the Monarchy is aboliſh'd by a pub- 
lick Act. Neyertheleſs, after Charles was behead- 
ed, his eldeſt Son was proclaim' d King, both in 
England and Ireland, by ſome of the Nobles and 
Gentry that were Friends to that Royal Family, 

And in treland, a certain great Duke appear'd at 
the Head of a numerous Army, in behalf of the 
young King's Intereſt, having laid Siege to the 
Metropolis of that Kingdom ; which with one 
other Town, were the only ſtrong Holds that re- 
fiſted the King's Party, But in the 8th Moon the 
Army which the Englifh States had newly ſent 
over to that land engag'd with the Forces of this 
Duke, entirely routed them, killing ten Thouſand 
Men on the Spot, and taking many Thouſand 
Priſoners, with all their Ammunition and Baggage. 
This being ſeconded with other Victories, in a 
ſmall Time reduced that Kingdom, under the 
Obedience of the Engliſh States. 

In the mean Time, 1 hear no pleaſing News 
from the Levant. Veſſels daily arrive in the Ha- 
vens of France, who confirm each other's Relati- 
ons of a dreadful Naval Combat between our 
Fleet, and that of the Venetians; wherein they 
ſay, we have loſt ſeventy two Galliots, threeſcore 
Merchant Veſſels, and eighteen Ships of War : 
That in this Fight fix thouſand five hundred Muſ- 
fulmans have loſt their Lives, and near ten thou- 
{and were taken Priſoners. [OR 

I tell thee, theſe are great Breaches in the Na- 
©y, which belonging to the Lord of the Sea and 
Land, has aſſum' d to it ſelf the Epithet of 
INvinciBLE Theſe are Blemiſnes in the En- 
figns of high Renown, Reproaches to the Em- 
pere which we believe is to ſubdue, all Nations. 
1 reflect not on the Courage, or Conduct, 5 
| | e 
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the Captain Baſſa; neither am I willing to help 
forward the Ruin of a Man, who cannot expect 
to be honbur'd with a Veſt, a Sword, or any 


other Marks of the Sultan's Favour, for his Ser- 


vice in this Sea-Campaigne. I am naturally com- 
paſſionate. Tis not in my Praiſe I ſpeak 1c : for, 
1 believe this Tenderneſs, to be rather 4 Vice of 


my Conſtitution, than to have any Rank of Morals, 


much leſs to be of Kin to the Family of Vertues. 
1 pity a Man falling into Diſgrace, on whom the 
Weather of the Seraglio changes, from which he 
muſt expe& nothing but Clouds and Storms: 


Thoſe Tempeſts will prove more fatal to him 


than any that ever toſſed his Fleet on the ruffled 
Ocean. In all probability, he will ſuffer a Ship- 
wrack of his Fortune, if not of his Life, There- 
fore tis with extreme Regret I muſt fay that 
which may haſten his Fall. FOE ave 
But I am commanded, not to conceal any In- 
telligence, that relates to the Intereſt of the Sub - 
lime Port, nor to ſpare the Son of my Mother, 
if J know him guilty of criminal Practices. 
All that I have to lay to the Charge of the 
Baſſa of the Sea, 15 a private Correſpondence 
which he holds with Cardinal Mazarini. This I 
diſcoverd by the Aſſiſtance of a Dwarf, whom 
I have often mentioned in my Letters to the 
Grandees of the Port, I need not repeat to thee, 
what J have ſaid already to them of the Birth, 
Education and Genius of Oſmin; (for fo is the 
little Spark call'd) nor of the Method I have put 
him upon, to wind himfelf into the Secrets of 
the Publick Miniftcrs. Only thou may'ſt report 
to the Divan, that this diminutive Man continues 
to purſue his Advantages of Acceſs to the Clo- 
ſets of the French Miniſters, whereof J gave an 


Account laſt Year, in a Letter to Chiurg! Maham- 


met Baſſa, | 
7 D 6 Thou 
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Thou may ſt aſſure them alſo, That when he 


was Yeſterday in the Chamber of Cardinal Maxa- 
rini, he caſt his Eyes on a Letter which lay 


open on the Table, while the Cardinal was in ear- 


neſt Diſcourſe with an extraordinary Courier from 
Rome. He had not opportunity to read more 


than the Superſcription, and a Line or two of the 


Matter; which contained theſe Words: 


T he Mild Commander, the humble'Shadow of the 
bright Star of the Sea, Bilal Captain Baſſa. 


To the moſt [!Iuftrions Prince of the Kingdom of 
the MMefiah, eminent among the High Lords of 


holy Honour, the ſublime Director of the Peo- 
ple of Esvs, Aſſiſtant to the Chair of Sovereign 
Dignity, the Seat of the Roman Caleph, Fuko 
 Maxavini, Cardinal, and our Friend. May 

whoſe latter Days encreaſe in Happineſs, 


HT affectionate Letter and Preſents were 


1 deliver d ſafe to me, as lay at Anchor 
with the Fleet under my Command, not far from 


the Iſland of Chios. And as a Mark of my Ac- 


knowledament and good Will to thee and all the 
Nazarenes, I embrac'd in my Arms the noble co 
tain Signior Antonio Maratelli, who bad the Ho- 
nour to be truſted with this Negotiation, I im- 
mediately diſrob d my ſelf, and caus'd that brave 


Italian, by Meſſenger, to he veſted with my own 
Garment, as a Pledge of 


Before Oſmin could read farther, the Cardinal 
approached the Table and took up the Letter, 
letting fall ſome Words to the Courier, by which 
the Devarf was confirm'd in his Suſpicion of the 
Baſſa's Perfidiouſneſs, and that this Letter newly 
came from him. He poſted immediately to give 
me an Account of this Paſſage; believing it to 
be, as it is, of great Import, For he has a 
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ſingular Regard for the Family, which firſt exter- 


minated the Greeks from Conftantinople. 


Thou knoweſt what Uſe to make of this Intel- 


ligence. I am not cruelly inclin'd, but I mult do 
my Duty. The reſt I refer to thy Prudence. 

I will only advertiſe thee of one farther Re- 
mark of Oſmin, who by comparing what he has 
ſeen now, with a Diſcourſe he once before over. 
heard between Mazariniand a French Nobleman, 
whilſt he lay under the Cardinal's Table (which 
J have inſerted in one of my Letters) concludes, 
That the Baſſa there mention'd by the Cardinal, 
was this ſame Bilal Baſſa, who was at the Inſtance 
of the Faniſaries made Baſſa of the Sea. 

I could not, without making my ſelf an Ac- 
complice, conceal ſo foul an Ingratitude to the 
Grand Seignior, and fo villainous a Treaſon againſt 
the Empire, which holds the firſs Rank among all 
the Dominions on Earth. 
Paris, 24th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1649. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


Seignior. 


E have had a violent hot Summer in theſe 


Parts, with much Thunder and Lightning; 


which has done conſiderable Damage to the Far- 
mers, in burning their Hay and Corn in their 
Granaries, Complaints arrive here daily from all 
the Provinces, that Heaven has conſum' d their 
Harveſts, SEL 9 
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This the Court Party interpret as a Fudgment 

on them for their Rebellions ; eauſing it to be in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread about in all Companies that 


Heaven i angry with the Inhabitants of Guyenne, 


Bourdeaux, and other Provinces, for taking up 
Arms this. Year againſt their Sovereign. I know 
not how far this Cenſure is juſtifiable : But tis 
obſerv'd that the People of theſe Rebellious Pro- 
vinces have receiv'd more apparent and irrepa- 
rable Injuries by the Lightning, than thoſe of o. 
ther Parts. Several Members of the Parliament 
of Aix were found dead in their Beds, after a tem- 
peſtuous Night of Lightning, And next Day, 


the. Roof of the Howſe where they aſſembled, fell 


_ down and kill'd ſeveral. 


In the great Church of Bourdeaux, as they were 


celebrating their Maſs, a Ball of Fire broke .in 
from behind the Altar, ſmote down ſeveral Ima- 
ges, and filling the Church with, an intolerable 
Stink, flew out of a Window, without doing any 


farther Harm. And a great Bank of Money, 
rais d by this City to pay their Soldiers, was all 
melted down by Lightning, to the Aſtoniſhment 


of thoſe who ſaw it; for it was done in the Day- 
time, the Grandees of Bourdeaux being preſent. 
It would be endleſs to recount all the Miſchiefs 
that have been done in thoſe Parts, We had no 
great Harm here, fave that almoſt allthe Wine in 
the City was turn'd to a Kind of Vinegar in one 
Night. Which the Philofophers attribute to the 
peculiar Energy of Lightning ; which plays the 
Chymift with this Liquor, and in a Moment. ſepa- 
rates, and drinks up its Vital Spirits, leaving only 
a mortuum Caput behin — 
The Seaſon has been ſo hot during the Dog- 
Days, that the Air itſelf ſeem'd combuſtible ; 


and the very Winds, from: whence we look d for 


Refreſhment, were like the Breath of a Stove : 


All. 
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All things ſeem'd ready to take Fire; as if the 
Elements watted for the Grand Conftagration. 
Heat was the Cry every where. Mens Bodies 
were ſealded with internal Flames ; the Shade of 
Trees afforded no Relief, the Fountains could not 
allay their Thirſt. All Nature ſeem d to be in a 
Fever, ready to expire 1 101 1 * ; | 
Now thoſe Fervors are abated, and we begin 
to have froſty Mornings. The nitrous Air re- 
ſtores Mens Appetites. Abundance; of Rain has 
new moulded the gaping, parch'd Earth, and 
produe d a ſecond Spring. The Husbandman com- 
forts himſelf with the Hopes of another Crop of 
Hay, to repair the Loſs of the former, which the 
Lightning robb'd him of. In the mean Time, the 
Winds are very buſy in diſrobing the Trees, 
and ſcattering not only their Leaves, but alſo 


the Fruit that is not gather d, on the Ground; 


whereby a Bang wet is prepared for the Hogs in 
every Orchard, who claim as much Right to feed 


on what lies on the common Table as their Oaun- 
ers: And tis no unpleaſant Muſich, to hear a 


Herd of Swine ſet their Teeth at work on the wind- 
fallen Apples. At leaſt, this Spectacle and 
Noiſe is delightful to me, who have been with- 
out Appetite theſe three Moons, and but juſt be- 
gin to recover my Stomach. I often ride out of 
Paris, on purpoſe to take the Country Air, where 
my Bread taſtes more ſavourily than in the City. 
There appears ſomething ſo harmleſs and inno- 
cent in the Faces and Behaviour of the Rufticks, 
as effectually relieves my Me lanc holy. I cannot 
difcern in them any Signatures of Court-Craft 
and Villany. Their Converſation chears my Spi- 


rits, I love to hear them talk of their rural Af- 


fairs. My Eye follows the Ploughmen with En- 
vy. Then I could wiſh it had been my Lot to 
have been bred up in ſome homely Cottage 
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where I might have tended Oxen, Sheep or 
Aﬀes ; all which act regularly according to 
their Nature: Whereas, he that is the Servant of 
Princes, is compell'd to do many things contrary 
to his Reaſon; which is the greateſt Unhappineſs 
can befal a Man. How ſweet is the Sleep of the 
Husbandman by Night, and how void is his 
Mind of imbittering Cares by Day? - He riſes 
with the Lark, 41 is as chearful as that pretty 
Bird, ſaluting Aurora with a Song or Leſſon on his 
Pipe. He ſnuffs up the wholeſome and fragrant 
Dew of the Morning, as he walks over the Lands. 
He beholds, with Admiration and Pleaſure, the 
| gilded Clouds and Tops of Mountains, when 


the Sun comes forth of his Bed- Chamber in the 


Eaſt. He ſpurs himſelf on to his daily Labour, 
by the Example of that active Planet, following 


his Work with Content and Joy. His Food is 


pleaſant both in his Mouth and his Belly; he 


refreſned and nouriſned with his homely Diet, 


he lies down with the Lamb, and ſleeps in Peace, 


never dreaming of State. Intrigues, or the Plots 


of the Mighty. Thus he paſſes his Liſe, in a Cir- 


cle of Delight? . 
Tell me, dear Hali, are not theſe proper Ob- 
jects of Envy to a Man in my Circumſtances? 
Or, canſt thou blame Mahmut, who has neither 
Health of Body, nor Peace of Mind, for wiſhing 
himſelf in a Condition, which would entitle him 


to both? I am entangled in a thouſand Snares ; 


my Employment is a perfect Riddle. I muſt ſay 


and unſay the ſame Things, as often as Occaſion 


requires. 1 muſt tell an hundred Lyes, ſwear 
and forſwear my ſelf every Hour, if the Intereſt 


of the Grand Seignior be at Stake, I muſt be a 


Mahometan, Chriſtian,Few, or any thing that will 


feels no After-pangs through Satiety - but well 
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ſerve a Turn; diſſemble with Go D and Man, 
blaſpheme the Prophets, curſe the [True Believers, 
and my ſelf too, rather than baulk the Cauſe I am 
engagd in: And yet, all this while they will 
perſuade me, I am 7 good Man, and ſhall go to 


Paradiſe. As if the Muftis Diſpenſations were 


available to cancel the expreſs, poſitive Law of 
Go Þ ! Do they think to amuſe me with ſuch Um- 


| brages, and ſend me muzzled to Hell with my 


Eyes open? I tell thee, IJ have a Conſcience, and 
ſuch a Conſcience as will not let me beat reſt in 
this manner of Life. It were better to die, than 


to live ſtain'd with ſo many Prevarications. I 


know not what to do amidſt fo many Terrors: I 
feel my Body decay apace, and haſtning towards 
its Diſſolution. What will become of me, if I 
ſhould die under the Burthen of ſo many Sins £ 
What Anſwer ſhall I be able to make to the tao 


Inquiſitors of the Grave, the Angels who ſhall exa- 
mine me, who is my Go o, and who is my Pro- 
phet, and, what is my Faith? The Darkneſs of 


that Region of Shadows will not be ſufficient to 
hide my Bluſhes, and the Confuſion 1 ſhall be in 


at ſo preſſing a Tryal, | 
All my Comfort is, That I have yet Friends 


left, to whom I may freely vent my Thoughts and 
ask their Counſel. | SL 

If thou haſt any Remains of that Friendſhip 
that has been between us, weigh my Caſe through - 
ly, and tell me whether I am not loſt for ever, 
without a Change of Life? Flatter me not, nei- 
ther uſe the Artifices of Civility, in pallating 
my Crimes ; but fearch my Wounds and give me 
thy Advice without a Veil, and Mahmut ſhall 
eſteem thee Phyſician of his Soul. 


Paris, 24th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 
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75 Kenan Baſſa, Chief Treaſurer to 
bis Highneſs at Conſtantinople. 


FI have not addreſſed to thee before, attri- 

bute it to my Ignorance of thy Quality and 
Perſon. As ſoon as I heard of thy Advancement 
to this important Truſt, I reſolved to ſalute thee, 
as becomes a Slade in my Poſt, and to wiſh 
thee. all the Happineſs thou canſt deſire. Vet, 
when I congratulate thy Riſe, remember, I do 
but welcome thee to a Precipice, a mere Pinnacle 
of Fortune, where thou haſt no Reaſon to expect 
fecure footing. 'The Blaſt of an envious Mouth 
will make thee totter. Thou breatheſt in an 
Element full of Tempeſts. The fly Practices of 
a Rival may undermine thee. ; or the more 
open Frowns of thy Sovereign may caſt thee 
dawn. Thou art ever liable to the Malice of the 
Vulgar, and not a little in Danger of thy own 


Weakneſs, the inſeparable Companion of Hu- 


manity, If thou ſhouldeft once look with Dil- 
dain on thoſe that are beneath thee, the vaſt 
Diſtance and Height of the Profpe& may make 

thee giddy. Therefore it would be good for 

thee to have thy Eyes always fixt on thy ſelf. 
That will prove the beſt Chart, by which to ſtcer 

thy Courſe through the Rocks and Sands, which 
on all Hands threaten the Life of a Courtier. I: 
will not be amiſs alſo, to place before thee the 

Examples of wiſe Men, thy Predeceſſors. There 

is a greater Force in theſe, than in the beſt Coun- 
ſels; becauſe Matter of Fact leaves no Room 

for Diſtruſt : Whereas Men are naturally jealous 

of thoſe who pretend to inſtruct them. We * 
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all fond of our own Reaſon and Judgment; and 
are apt to ſuſpect him of ſome Deſign who ſeeks 
W ro perſuade us, though to our Good. | 
there is a Species of Pride, a Punctilio of Honour 
in Morials, which will hardly permit us to yield 
ourſelves in a condition to need another's Advice: 
Whence comes the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, 
Man profits more by the ſight of an Idiot, than 
buy the Orations of the Learned. We all love to 
make our own Experiments, and ſooner truſt any 
{ Senſe than our Ears. Therefore the Lacedemonians 
cauſed their Slaves to be made drunk in the Pre- 
ſence of their Children; that from the Squalidneſs 
of the Spectacle they might conceive à Hatred 
againſt that Vice, which by all the Ix eructions in 
the World they would never learn to abhor. 
The Crimes of ſome in thy Station have more 
of Sobriety in them, but leſs Honeſty. Wonder 
not at the Expreſſion, nor accuſe me of Impu- 
| dence, I reflect only on the wicked: number not 
thy (elf among them 5. 455 f 
Thou knoweſt it has been an ancient Cuſtom 
, [WB for our renowned Emperors to divert themſelves 
at certain Times with the Sight of their ineſt i- 
. IU rmable Treaſury. I am no Stranger to the Cere- 
\ WF monics uſed at ſuch Times; one would think 
- FF it impoſhble amidſt ſo much Caution, that the 


brand Seignior ſhould be defrauded of the leaſt 
E part of his Wealth. I do not ſpeak of the Cham- 
rx I ber of Arms, or thoſe others which make up the 
h Imperial Wardrobe. The Bulk and Weight of 


[> thoſe Rich Velvet Brocadces, and other Furniture 
e of Gold and Silver, diſcourages the Theft. But 
© who can number the Robberies that have been 


1 committed among the Fewels, and invaluable Ra- 
nm rities of the myſterious Cloſet * Tt has been found 
as ealy to conceal and tranſport from thence whole . 
re Beds of Diamonds, and Chains of Pearl, undiſ- 


covered 
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covered, I will not ſay unfuſpected, at the times 
when Anackdar-Agaſs gives three Knocks on the 


Cabinet of the Keys. | 
Theſe are Hours of Munificence and royal Boun- 
ty, when zhe'augaſt Lord of the Mines is pleas'd 
to eratify his Slaves with Gifts, and make them 
ſenſible they ſerve him, who commands this per 
_ World, and that underneath. ' © 
No Prince can diſcommend this domeſtick Sport 
of our Sovereign, when he makes his Pages ſcram- 
ble for Diamonds and Rubies, ſince it gives him a 
Taſte of his Humanity; nothing being more 
apreeable, in Caſes on this fide of amorous Jea- 
louſy, than to let others partake of our Pleaſures : 
And ttis the peculiar Delight of Kings ſometimes 
to lay aſide their State and Grandeur, to be fami- 
liar with their Attendants, making them their 
Companions, or, at leaſt, their Proxies in many 
Enjoyments. e 

But tis pity this Favour ſhould be abuſed, as it 
has been, in the Inſtance I mention'd. Thou art 
no Stranger to the Records of the Haſua, which 
tell us, That when Gelep Chiaus Baſſa was made 
chief Treaſurer in the Reign of Sultan Muſtapha, 


the Lucre of the glittering Jewels had tempted 


him to defraud his Maſter, to the Value of five 


hundred thouſind Zequins; which upon the In- 


formation of three Pages, and a diligent Search, 
were found in his Tr undes 

It has been whiſper' d alſo, That few have en- 
joyed that Office, who have not purloin'd ſome- 
thing from the Imperial Coffers. They ſay, Tis an 
hereditary Theft deliver'd by Tradition from one 
to another; every Haſnadarbaſſi being advanc d 
to that Honour by the Recommendation of his 

Predeceſſor, for the Service he has done him in 
conniving at theſe Practices, which cannot be hid 

from any of the Sixty who guard the Royal] es: 
8 | | hou 
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Thou canſt not blame me, for putting thee in 


: Mind of theſe Things; in regard I am command- 


ed to write with all Freedom to the ſublime Mi- 
nifters, whatever concerns the Intereſt of our great 
Maſter. . tg 

I have no more to ſay, but to deſire thee, in 


| tranſmitting what Money is 7 199 for me, to 


be timely and punctually, to ſend Duplicates by 


f different Poſt s, that if one ſhould miſcarry, I may 


not be at a Loſs: For, there is no Credit for a 


Muſſulman in Paris. Eliachim would ſupply me 


with what may ſuffice a Dervich; but it belongs 
to thee to take Care, that I want not what is re- 
quiſite for an Agent of the Grand Ssignior. 


Paris, 22 d of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1649, 


— — b 3 8 R 


LETTER XX. 
To Peſtelihali, bis Brother. 


Unwillingly concluded my laſt Letter, before 
I had vented half my Thoughts, on thoſe Ori- 
ental Subjects, fo full of Infiro&ion and Plea- 
ſure. Thy Fournal is become my Pocket-Compa- 
nion. I carry it with me to the Gardens and So- 
litudes, and even to the Libraries and Churches: 
To which laſt, I am obliged to go ſometimes, that 
I may avoid Suſpicion. „5 

The Chriſtians, when they enter the moſt de- 
lightful Gardens of Paris, ſpend their Time, and 
weary themſelves, in walking forward and back- 
ward. They will meaſure ſeveral Leagues in 
traverſing one Alley: which vain Cuſtom, thou 
knoweſt, is contrary to the Practice of the Eaſtern 


People, 
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: who love to ſolace themſelves, in ſi itting 
full under the cool Shades, and feeding their 
Eyes with the grateful | Verdure of Trees, their 
Noſes with the fragrant Smell of Herbs and Flow 
ers, and their Ears with the pretty Melody of 
the Birds: All which ſerve as Helps to their 
Comewplation, 0 

After this manner I many Times paß away 
ſome Hours in the Gardens of this, City, whereof 
there are great Plenty. And when I am cloy'd 
wich the' fore-mentioned Pleaſure, then I take out 
thy Fournal, and fall to reading; which winds 
up my Thoughts afreſh, like a Watch that is 
down: Nay, it opens new Sources of Contem- 
plation, and ſerves as a miraculous Taliſman to 
bring China, India, and all the Eaſt into the Place 
where I am; ſo lively and natural are thy Diſ- 
courſes of thoſe Parts. 

When I am- in Churches it ſerves me inſtead of 


a Prayer-Book ; And, whilſt others are babbling 


over they know not what, or at leaft they care not 

What; 1 offer up to Go p the Firſt- Fruit of my 
Reaſon and Knowledge, which he has given me to 
diſtinguiſh me from Ki Sorts of Beaſts, whether 1 in 
human Shape, or not. 


When I go to the Libraries, I compare thy i 


Journal with the Writings of others who treat of 
the ſame Matters; and find, that thou agreeſt 
with ſome, correcteſt the Miſtakes. of others, and 
in all, ſhewelt a Genius elevated above all others 
of the common Hi ſtorians and Travellers; WO 
ſeek rather to amuſe the Reader with uncouth Sto. 
_ ries and Adventures, than to inſtruct him with What 
is really uſeful and profitable. 


Thus thy Journal is become the Companion 


of my Fg the Object of my Studies, aud 
the Help to my Devotions. abroad; and it 1s 
no leſs the Dixerſon of my Retirement aud 
| Mezanchoiy 
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Melancholy at home. I am a great Admirer of 
Antiquity ; and therefore an old craggy Rock, 
oer-grown with Moſs, and full of gaping Chaſms, 
is a more agreeable Sight to me, than the flow'ry 
Meadows or verdant Groves; becauſe the former 


looks like a Relick of the primitive Chaos; where- 


as, I know the latter to be only the Product of 


the laſt Spring. *Tis for this Reaſon, thy Narra- 


ive affords me fo vaſt a Delight, becauſe it treats 
of the moſt ancient Kingdoms and Governments 
in the World: And is not ſtuffed with Chimera's 
and Fables, as moſt Relations of thoſe Countries 


are; but gives us a ſincere and true Account of 


| whateyer 1s conſiderable, without touching on Im- 


pertinencies. ä 5 
But above all, T am delighted with that Part 


| which relates thy Travels in China : That Coun- 


try being of ſo vaſt an extent, ſo rich, ſo po- 
puloys ; the People ſo induſtrious, learned and 
politick (beſides the Antiquity of their Empire 
which cannot in that Point be match'd by any 
Government under the Heavens ; ) that the exact 


| Knowledge of theſe Things ſeems to me of 


greater Moment, that any other Diſcoveries what- 
ſoever. | | 


What thou ſayeſt of the Chineſe Letters and 


| Words, ſhews, That thou haſt made ſome In- 
| ſpeftion into that Language. And thy Remarks 
on the long Succeſſion and Series of their Kings, 
an Argument that thou art no Stranger to their 
| Chronology, which takes in many Thouſande of 
Fears before Noah's Flood. Thou art very exact 
in enumerating their pub lick Tribunals and Courts 


of Fuſtice; as alſo in deſcribing ſome remarkable 


Bridges, Temples, Palaces and other Structures: 
| Which ſerve to give the Reader a true Idea of 
the Magnificence and Grandeur of the Chineſe 
| Emperors ; and of the Ingenuity of the People, 


who 


i 
| 
| 
| 
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ho ſcem to excel all others in Arts and Sciences, 


In a Word, it is evident, that thou didſt not paſs 


thy Time with thy Arms folded, whilſt thou wert 


in that K ing dom. And I know not how better to 
expreſs the Eſteem I have for thee, on the ac- 
count of the Pains thou haſt taken to inform 
both thy ſelf and me in Matters of ſo great Im- 
portance, than by giving thee an Account of What 
Progreſs the Tartars have made in the Conq ueſt of 
that Empire, ſince thy return to Conſtantinople. 
In my laſt 1 acquainted thee with the Coronation of 
the Tartar King. at Pekin; ſince which ether 
Veſſels are arriv'd from thoſe Parts, which bring 
an Account that the young Tartarian Conqueror 
ſoon puſhed forward his Victories; and marching 
with an Army into Corea (which Kingdom, thou 


Fnoweſt, borders on Chian) the King of that 


Country made his Submiſſions; and entring into a 
League with Zunchi, held his Grown in Fee of 
that Victorious Emperor, 5 


Afterwards he haſtened to ſubdue the Pro- 


 &inces Which remain'q unconquered. His Me- 


thod in accompliſhing this great Work was by 
ſwift Marches, like another Alexander the Great; 
and by laying Siege to the principal City of a 
Province, which he never failed either to take by 
Force, or compelied to ſurrender, that fo they 
might eſcape Famine : And when this was done 
he took Poſſeſſion both of it and the whole Pro- 
vince, ſummoning the Cities of leſſer Note to 
ſurrender ; which they ſeldom refuſed after they 
had beheld the Fate of the firſt, Thus in a little 
time he became Ma ſter of all that ſpacious En. 
ire. 
The Fame of his Succeſs quickly brought in- 
numerable 7 artars out of their Native Country to 
follow the Fortune of their Emperor. To theſe 
he gave the chief Offices of his Army, and con: 


nul 
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continued the Chineſes in the Adminiſtration o- 


he commanded all the Chineſes to cut their Hair 


F: Civil Affairs; and, as, Token of their Subjection, 


EZ ſhort, and to cloath themſelyes after the Faſhion of 
the Tartars. . 


They give a high Character of this young 


Prince, Who amidlt ſo many Succeſſes and Tri- 
umphs diſcovers not the leaſt Vain-glory, but 


contains himſelf within the Bounds of a virtuous 


Moderation, aſcribes all to the Pecrees of Deſtiny, 
and is not in the leaſt puffed up with any of 


| his. glorious Actions; which, is an Argument 
of a Spirit truly heroicx. And yet this Prince is 


* ory | rok GE hae: 5 : 


in- 
y 10 
heſe 


n- 
nud 


an Idolater, as are all the Tartars of that Nation; 
or rather, they are Men of no Religion, which 
makes their Morals the more admirable; For ac- 
cordin 
ftrom China, the Tartars are a' very temperate 
and continent People, abhorring thoſe Vices 


to the Relation of thoſe who came laſt 


which are but too common in other Parts of the 


World, and from which the true Believers them- 
ſelves are not free. They are rigorouſly juſt 
alſo, and puniſh all manner of Fraud and Deceit 
with immediate Death. 
and Courage in the Mars, there is no Nation ſur- 
paſſes them, few) are their Equals. They are 
paſſionate Lovers of an active Life, ſpending 
| moſt of their Time on Horſeback, either in 
hunting wild Beaſts, or fighting, with their Ene- 
mies: And their Horſes are the beſt and moſt 
* courageous in the World. 

| the 2 

| Life of Students and learned Men; accounting 
them the Burthen of .a Commonwealth, lazy 
| Dranes, fit only to be ſoid for Slaves: But Men 
of Service and Merit in the Wars they have in 
| great Eſteem ; never failing to reward ſuch with 
Dignities and Commands, proportionable to 


As for their Conduct 


There is nothing 
artars ſo much deſpiſe, as the ſedentary 


their 


4% 
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their Deſerts and Capacities. Nay, ſuch is the 


martial Genius of this Nation, that the very 


Women ride to the Wars with the Men, and 
perform Exploits above what is expected from 
that ſoft and delicate Sex, Both Men and Wo. 


men are habituated from their Infancy to live 


in Tents or Waggons, there being very few Ci. 
ties in all Tartary: There they are inur'd to 


Hunger, Cold, Thirſt, and all the Methods of 1 


frugal and hardy Life. This is that which 
renders them excellent Soldiers, and a Terror to 
all the Nations round about them, This is that 
which ſo ſoon reduced all China to their Obe- 
dience ; the Chineſe, among all their Virtues and 
Accompliſhments, being the moſt effeminate 
People on Earth, This no doubt thou halt 
obſerved SOS Et Pg 82 
Brother, I adviſe thee to go to Kerkey Haſſan 
Baſſa our Countryman, and preſent to him theſe 
Obſervations on the Taytars; which thou may't 


eaſily do by tranſcribing what is for thy Turn 


out of this Letter. He inherits his Father's 
Genius; who, thou knoweſt, was one of the 
orcatelt Hunters in all Arabia, and has a Character 


_— much different from what I have here given 


thee of the Tartars, That Baſſa will take great 
Delight in theſe Memoirs, and will think himſelf 
obliged to make thee ſome proper Acknowledg- 


ment. He is generous and great, and it lies in 


his Power to promote thee. I have writ to him 
already, and have given him an Encomium of thy 
Abihty. I will ſecond it with another Letter, in 
anſwer to one ] lately receiv'd from him, where- 


in he defires a farther Account of China. I will 


inform him therefore of ſeveral Paſſages out of 
thy Fournal, He no doubt, to make a farthcr 
Tryal of thy Knowledge, will ask thee ſeveral 
Queftions relating to theſe Matters. 80 _ 

| WT, | thou 
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thou have a fair Opportunity of rendring thy 
ſelf conſpicuous, a of gaining his Eſteem 


P 
£ 


Follow my Advice; take Time by the Forelock, 
and the Event ſhall prove happy. 5 | 
Paris, 8th of the 11th Moon. "IS 
of the Te 1649. 5 3 55 
LETTER XXI. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


Received thy Commands, and am proud of 
the Honour thou haſt done me in requir- 
ing the; ſmalleſt Service at my Hands, eſpecial- 
ally one of this Nature, which is an Argu- 
ment that my former Relation of China was 
acceptable to thee, This I account my Honour 
and Happineſs, that I have a Brother who has 
made ſuch conſiderable Improvements in his Tra- 
vels : For tis to him I owe the Knowledge I 
have of that Country and the other Parts of 
the Eaſt. As for my Couſin Iſyof, he would ne- 
ver vouchfafe to ſend me a Syllable relating to his 
Travels, though he had rambled throughout all 
1 A [ie 5 Bart | | 
m I detired this Favour of him in ſeveral Letters, 
hy but have received no Anſwer ; fo that I know 
in not whether he be dead or alive. My Friends 
re- are very backward in writing to me; and un- 
ill W jets it be ſome of the Miniſters of State, who 
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of ſometimes honour me with a Diſpatch, though 
er very rarely, I hardly receive a Letter from my 
ral familiar Friends and Relations in twenty Moons; 
al Which makes me conciude, that Abtence of fo 
0 | 5-4 long 
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long a Date, has quite blotted me out of their 
Minds. 1777... OE OO IrTeg 

As to what thou defireſt farther to know, con- 
cerning China, my 'Brother ſays, That Empire 
contains 4400 wall'd Towns and Cities; 3000 
Caſtles and Towers of Defence on the Fron- 
tiers, wherein are always garrifon*d-a Million of 
Soldiers, who are reliev'd at due times by others 
of equal Number. There are a Million alſo con- 


ſtantly kept in Pay to guard the Governors of Pro. 


vinces, Embaſſadors, and other Officers of State, 
The Emperor of China maintaining Five hun- 
dred thouſand Horſe to attend his Perſon. All 
this is in Time of Peace, But upon any Revolt 
or Invaſion, the Forces are innumerable. There 
are in China 331 Bridges, remarkable for their 
Strength and Magnificence, beyond all others 
in the World; 2099 Mountains; Lakes and 
Medicinal Fountains 1472; 1159 triumphal Ar- 
ches and other Monuments, erected in Honour 
of valiant and learned Men; 272 Libraries, 
abounding with all manner of excellent Books; 
Temples 300,000, and as many Prieſts, beſides the 
Convents of their Religious. They reverence 3036 
Male Saints, and 208 Female, All which have 
Temples dedicated to their Honour, beſides thoſe 
which are- confecrated to the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, Fire, Air, Earth, and Water, and to the 
Heavens which comprehend All, and to the -Cele- 
ſtial Gods who rule All, and to the ſupreme 
GoDp, Creator of the Wor/ds, In theſe Temples 
they celebrate the Praiſes of their Gods and 
Herces with Muſick and Songs, | Incenſe and 
Sacrifices ; believing That all Things which are 
conſpicuous for the Excellency of their Nature, 
or from which Mankind receives' any general or 
extraordinary Benefit, ought to be worſhipped 
with divine Honours In this they differ 
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not from the ancient Pag ans of Greece and Rome, 
who had almoſt as many Gods, arid Goddeſſes as 
there were ſeveral Creatures in the World ; ſo that 
there was no Beginning nor Ending of their Su- 
perflitions ; and the moſt learned and - contempla- 
tive of their Prieſts, found the Ceremonies of their 
Religion to be an inextricable Labyrinth, where 
they were often loſt, Certainly happy are the 
faithful Muſſulmans, who adore but oxR Gon, 
the Fountain of the Univerſe, without entangling 
themſelves in the Abſurdities of Infidels.. 


The Chineſes are great Admirers of themſelves, 


and their .own Notions ; believing, that no People 
can ſtand in Competition with them for Learn- 
ing, Wiſdom, and Riches. They have a very con- 
temptible Idea of all other Countries, with their 
Inhabitants, eſteeming them either as Idiots or 
Monſt ers. | | 7 | 
This Conceitedneſs is owing to their Igno- 
rance of the reſt of the World; for they ſeldom 


or never travel beyond the Limits of their own 


Empire. 8 

I could ſay a great deal more of this People, 
but it will be better for thee to hear it from my 
Brother, who has been there, and can give thee 
an ample Satisfaction in all Things relating to that 
Empire. I have wrote to him to go and kiſs the 
Duſt before thy Feet. If thou makeſt Tryal of his 
Abilities, thou wilt find him improved by his Tra- 
vels, a Man fit for Buſineſs, and one in whom 
thou may'ſt confide; which is a Virtue never 
enough to be priz d in theſe corrupt Times. 

In theſe Things however mingle thy own Diſcre- 


tion with the Kindneſs of a Countryman, and the 


Affection of a Friend. 


Paris, 8th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Lear 1649. 85 | 
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LETTER XXII. 
To Cornezan, Baſſa. 
xx ERE Ovid alive, the Events of this Vear 
| wou'd afford him Matter for new F::ons, 


He would either tell us, That the Goddeſs of Love 
had fer a Spell upon Mars, and charm'd hm into 


good Nature; or, That he had drank fo large a 


Draught of Nepenthe as has made him forget his 
old Trade of embroiling Mortals in War. How- 
ever it be, Hymen ſeems to have the greateſt Share 
in this Year's Actions. For inſtead of Battles 


and Sieges, the Nazarene Princes have been en- 


gaged in Encounters of a ſoſter Character, the gen- 

tle Affairs of Love and Marriage. 5 
In the firſt Moon the new King of Poland, 
whom they call Fobn Caſimir, married the Wi- 


dow of his deceaſed Brother. In the ninth, the 


Prince of Hoinauk eſpous d the Duke of Holftein's 
Daughter: And the laſt Moon was remarkable for 
two Matches; one of the King of Spain with 
Anna Maria, the German Emperor's Daughter; 


| the other of the Dyke of Mantua with Iſabella 


Clara of Auſtria. 33% oP 

Theſe are all bruſhing forward in the Crowd of 
the Living; they are buſy in avgmenting the Ge- 
_ nerations of Men; whilſt others of as high Boo 
are gone to increaſe the Number of the Dead ; be- 


* 


m the Region of Shadows. 
The Empreſs of Germany died in the fifth Moon, 
the Duke of Braganxa in the ninth ; the Dut- 
cheſs of Modena in the eighth; and a certain Ger 
man Prince, whoſe Name I have forgot, died in 
the Moon of Offcber, Beſides theſe, Death ww 
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alſo arreſted Oſſa/mski, the great Chancellor of 
Poland; Wrangel, General of the Swediſh Army; 
Frederick, the German Ambaſſador at Rome; Fer- 
dinand, Elector of Cologne; and the Vice-Roy of 
Bohemia, who was by his Enemics thrown out of 
a Window, and his Brains daſh'd out. So that tho 
Mars may have ſeem'd to lie dormant this Year, 
pet his Companion in Miſchief, old Saturn, has 

en very active, as the Aftrologers ſay, who at- 
tribute all Events to the Inflax of the Stars. 
Some are alſo of Opinion, that the Eclipſes of the 
Sun and Moon this Year were Preſages of the 
Death of theſe great Perſons. They might as 
well plead, that the daily Riſing and Setting of 
thoſe Luminaries, portended all the tragical Events 
that happen'd on Earth; ſince it is not more na- 
tural for them to continue unalterably moving 
from Eaſt to Weſt, than it is for them to be 
obſcur'd, at certain determined Stations, in their 
Journey by Interpoſitions which happen of Courſe, 
We are Strangers to the Chronclogies of the 
Chineſe and Indian Gentiles, Neither can any 
good Account be now given of the ancient Egyp- 
tian and Aſſyrian Record: They run many Ages 
back beyond the common Epocha of the Beginning 
of the World. 8 | | 5 8 

But the whole em of known Hiftory relates 


* 


but two extraordinary or preternatural Changes 


in the Courſe of the Sun during theſe fix thouſand 
Years, | | 

One, when that Luminary ſtood. ſtill in the 
Time of Fehsſhua, General of the Iſraelites, to 
ſerve Ends of Deſtiny, and prolong the Light of 
the Day to a double Proportion, till the oppoſite 
Army was quite deſtroy'd, and not one of the 
Uncircumcis'd could eſcape the Swords of the vice 


torioug Sons of Facob. 
BS Ib 
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That Day prov'd a long Night to their Anti- 
podes : They turn'd themſelves in their Beds, 


when they had outſlept the uſual Hours of 
Night, and ſaid in their Hearts, Surely the Sun is 


fallen aſleep, or is banqueting with the Gods of 
the Sea: Perhaps Thetis detains him in her Em 
braces, «whilſt the Tritons faſten his Slumbers 
with their ſofteſt Muſick; or Neptune regales in 


' the Palaces of the Deep. Thus the diſconſolate 


Nations argu'd in their Chambers : They were 


alarm'd with Fears of unknown Events. 


Such as dwelt on the Borders of the Earth, and 


were accuſtom'd to mark the conſtant Ebbing and 


Flowing of the Sea, admired the Delay of the uſual 
Tides, and ask d, What was become of the Moon? 
for that Planet alſo ſtood ſtill with the Sun. 

The Light of their Souls was eclipſed and 
their Reaſon labour'd under a greater Darkneis 
than that which troubled their Eyes. They were 


ignorant of the Morks of Gor ; and knew not 


that the ce/eftia] Orbs ſtood ſtill at the Command 
of the Spirit which formed them, even at the 
Mord of the Prophet inſpu'd from above... 

So in the Days of Hezekiah, King of the Fews, 


the Sun went back in his Circuit, and all the 


Frame of Heaven was retrograde to confirm the 
Prophet's good News, when he told the ſick King, 


That Fate had prolong d his Life for fifteen Years, 
This was in the Days of Merodach Baladan, the 


King of Babylon, who ſent Ambaſſadors to con 


gratulate Hegekiah's miraculous Recovery. 


£ Beſides theſe, nothing has happen'd to the Sun, 
or any of the heavenly Bodies, beyond the Ordi- 
nary Courſe of Nature. A Man may as wel 


prognoſticate from cloudy Weather, the Calami- 


ties of Emperors and meaner Men, as from the 
Eclipſes of the Sun and Mobn, fincethe one, as wel! 


as the other, obſcures the Light of thoſe beaver! 


Bodies: 
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Bodies : And the former quite hides them from 
us; which is the greater Eclipſe of the two. 

Let us pray Heaven to grant us the continual 
Uſe of our Senſes, and not eclipſe the Light of 
our Reaſon, and we need fear no Diſaſters from 
the common Appearances of Nature. 


Paris, 7th of the Moon Chaban, 
of the Tear 1649. 
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70 Muhammed Eremit, Inbabitant of 
e Prophetic Cave i Arabia tbe 
Happy. 


FRY ARDON toy Twportunity,” ir 1 this 
once trouble thee with an Addreſs of 
Scruples, begging thy Counſel in the Af- 


fairs of my Soul. I ſeem to my ſelf as 
a Traveller loſt in a Wildernefs of Doubts and 
Uncertainties, without Guide or Conduct. Not 
that J queſtion the Truth of our Holy Religior, 
or miſtruſt the Authority of the Sent of Gop. 
Certainly 1 revere the Book of Glory, whoſe ſacred 
Vierſicles are tranſeribed on my Heart. But there 
s wanting to every Man a particular Conduct 


i 
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in the Intricacies of this Life, I have not the 
Art of applying the general Precepts of the Law 
to my own perſonal Occaſions and Neceſſities. 
Infinite Difficulties ariſe from my daily Affairs. 
My Converſation with Infidels, and the Duty I 
owe my great Maſter, entangle my Conſcience, 
Jam embaraſſed on all Hands; and whilſt I ſtu- 
dy to conſerve Purity, I find my ſelf ſtill de- 
Kled. N 

J am no Heyetick, nor in the Number of thoſe 
who are predeſtinated to be damn'd for the injuri- 


ous Love they bear to Hali: Injurious I ſay, 


becauſe it derogates from the Honour they owe 
to Omar, Oſman, and Ebubechey, the true Suc- 
ecfors of the Apoſtle of Go. 

As firmly believe the Alcoran, fo I give an 
entire Faith to the Book of Aſſonak, or the Agree- 
ment of the Wiſe, with the Writings of the four 
principal Imaums, Haniff, Schaf, Melechi and 
Habe. And 1 am reſigned to the Sentence of 
the Mufti, as our Fathers were of Old to the 


oraculous Determinations of the Babylonian Calis. 


I curſe the Kyi lbaſchi with as much Devotion, as 


I pray for the Health and Felicity of true Believers, 


1 ſpit at the naming of them, who deny the 
Chapter of the Covering, and the Verſicles brought 


down by the Squire of Gabriel, in Honour of the 


Propbet's Wife. I never lifted up my Hand againſt 
any, who deſcended from the Divine Meſſenger 2 


And if, in my Paſſion, I have ever curs'd a A 


ſulman, I took of the Duſt under his Feet, and 
hid it on my Lips, before the Shadow of the 
Sun hid advanced a Har's Breadth; and fo I 
hinder'd the ſwift Recorder of our Words from 
regiſtring the Imprecation: For that Dult, I be- 
lieve, has Power to blot out the Memorials of our 
evil} Words and Works. 
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When I meet a Santone, or one of thoſe di- 
vinely mad, I put in practiſe the Leſſon of Or- 
chanes;, and honouring the holy Frantich, I tail 
down and adore Virtue in that contemptible Diſ- 

guiſe, | | Foe 
1 neglect none of the Purifications command- 
ed by our holy Lacugiver; but rather add thoſe 
that we Arabians have received by Tradition 
from cur Fathers, the Sons of 1ſmael s Yct I hope, 
in Cafe of Neglect, ſome Indulgence is allowable 
to a Muſfſulmen, in a Country of Infidels. 1 uſe 
the Waſhing of Abdeſt at all times in my Chamber, 
where no curious Eye can obſerve my Cleanlt- 
neſs, or ſiſpictous Apprehenſion draw Conclu- 
Hons of my being a Mahometan. But I cannot 
thus practiſe the Waſhing of Taharet ; there being 
not ſuch Conveniences for that purpoſe in Paris, 
as in Conſtantinople: Yet I am careful ro ſupply 


this Want by other Methods of Purity; other- 


wife T ſhould be an Abomination to myſelf. 
There 15 no Neceſlity that I ſhould frequent the 
Bath, who never touch'd a Woman; yet I often 
go into the River, taking a Boat with me for 


that End, and cauling myſelf to be rowed half 
à League from the City, where in a little Bay or 


Creek, I waſh my whole Body, that I may do 
ſomething beyond the Obligations of the Law, to 
expiate the inyoluntary Breaches of my Duty. Vet, 


after all this, 1 cannot call myſelf clean. 


I pray at the appointed Hours; or. at leaſt, 
if the Affairs of my Commiſſion hinder me from 
complying with the Law, as to the exact Times 


of the Day, I attone for that Neglect by Watching 


the greateſt part of the Night: And to the Orai- 


ſons appointed by Authority, Ladd ſuper-numerary 


Prayers of my own, to evidence the Sincerity of 


wy Devotion. 


Ii 
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I faſt and give Als according to my Ability, 
I beſtow much Time in reading and meditat- 
ing on the Al:cray, Ina word, I do all that my 
Reaſon tells me is neceſſary to render me a good 
Muſſulman; and yet I have no Peace in my Mind. 
Methinks I ſee our holy Prophet furrowing his 
Brows at me, and darting angry Looks from his 
Paradiſe: He ſeems to reproach me with Un- 
cleanneſs and Infidelity. By Day my Imagina- 
tion troubles me; and at Night I am tecrify'd 
with fearful Dreams : Which makes me conclude, 
that notwithſtanding all my Obedience to the Laco, 
and the ſtricteſt Care I take to acquit myſelf a 
true Believer, yet J am far ſhort of my Aim; and 
therefore I number myſelf with thoſe with whom 
God is diſpleaſed. | 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror which this 
Thought creates in me. I am overwhelmed ſome- 
times with Melancholy and Deſpair. And becauſe I 
am forced to keep my Grief to myſelf without havin 
the Privilege of venturing it to a boſom Friend, it 
is ready to burſt my Heart. 20 
This is my Condition at certain Seaſons, 
which I eſteem as bad, or worſe, than thoſe who 
are doom'd to Aaraf : For as they cannot enjoy 
the Felicities of Paradiſe, ſo they are fe cured 
from the: Torments of the Damned; whereas, 
for ought I know, my Portion may be in Hell. 
Wilt thou know how. redreſs this evil Temper 
of Mind, and what Method I take to cure my 
Melancholy? Receive it not as Flattery, when 
1 tell thee, thou art my Phyſician, and the Idea 
of thy innocent Life my Medicine When I 
have roll'd over ten thouſand Thoughts, which 
afford me no Eaſe. or Relief, no ſooner do I fix 
my Conte nplition on the So/:tary of Mount 
Uriel, but a ſudden Beam of Light and Comfort 
glances through my Soul, -1 promiie; myſelf 
1 8 5 | greater 
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greater Satisfaction from thy Advice, than from all 
the Imaum and Mollahs of the Empire. 

Tell me therefore, O hcly and pious Eremit, 
tow ſhall J dnfipace theſe Miſts of Grief and Sad- 
nefs, which envelop my Mind, and threaten to 
fuffocate my Intellect. 5 

If, in this Darkneſs and Confuſion, I ſhould ap- 
ply my ſelf to the Diſciples of Alhaxon tor In- 
ſtruction, they will puzzle me with intricate Nice- 
ties about the Eſſence and Unity of Gop ; where- 
as I am too much troubled already with diſtracting 
Speculations : I ſeek not to dive into that which 
s incomprehenfible, but to be inſtructed in the 
plain and mtelligible Way to Happineſs What 
tmports it, whether Gop be Good by his Goodneſs, 
or by his Eſſence? This 1s to throw metaphy ſical 
Duſt in my Eyes, and ſo leave me in a worſe Con- 
dition than they found m. wy 
No better Light muſt J expect from the Momi- 
feonderan : For if they are ſtrict Obſervers of the 
Law, fo am I, where the Precepts are applicable 
to my Condition and Circumſtances. But I 
want a Direktion in many Emergencies, for which 
the Alcoran ſeems to have made no Proviſion, 
dut leaves every Man to the Conduct of his own 
Prudence; and 1 muſt. confeſs, 1 dare not truſt 
mine in all Cafes of this Nature. Ecfides, in- 
ſtead of interpreting to me in à plain Style, 
the Statutes of the Ne they will confound me 
with high and unintelligible Notions of the Divine 
Attributes which are ſufhcient to dazzle the 
Intellect of the brighteſt Seraphim: And if they 
could once perfuade me to be zealous for their 
Speculations, 1 might, in Time, turn ſuch ano- 
ther religious Fool, as was one of their Hplloau- 
ers, the Poet Namiſi, who being wrapt in his 
profound Speculation of the Divine Unity, and 
hearing an Imaum propounce the ſacred Ls 

a 60 


vol. IV. a Sex at Pax ks. 87 


God is One, gave him the Lyc, and told him, 
that he multiply'd the Divinity in aſſigning it 
any Attribute, tho it were only that which ex- 
preſſed his Unity, For which impudent Aſſertion 
he was flay'd alive. | Sea 

In as bad a Condition ſhould I be if J ask'd the 
Advice of the Maſerin, thoſe Infiaels in Maſque- 
rade, who, under the Diſguiſe of Muſſulmans, 
deny the Being of a Gop, aſſert all things to come 
by Chance, and live without Hope or Faith of 
another Life For if this were true, that there 
were no Reward or Puniſhment of good or bad 
Works, I would either ſoon make my Way to 
earthly Happineſs, by not boggling at any Vice 
that would condnce to that En: Or if T fail'd 


in that Attempt, I would not tamely wait for a 


Martyrdom from Men, but bravely rid myſelf of 


a Life which was attended with nothing but. 


Miſery, | 

Almoſt as bad as theſe are the Hairet, thoſe 
Ma bometan Scepticks, who dare not truſt their own 
Reaſon, but are ever wavering and irreſolute. If 


I ſhould ſeek for Inſtruction at their Hand, they 


would anſwer me, God knows beſt what I ought 
to do; and fo leave me in the fame Suſpence as [I 
was before. | | 55 
Much worſe are the Guaid, thoſe moroſe In- 
terpreters of the Law of Mercy, who damn a Man 


|  trecoverably to Hell for commuting one mortal Sin. 


This is enough to drive alt Mankind to Deſpair, 
Indeed the Morals of the Sabin pleaſe me, who 

ſeem to be perfect Aahometan Stoicks, aſcribing all 

Events to Deſtiny, and the Inſtuence of the Stars, 


I could willingly embrace the Advice of Philoſo- 


bers who appear fo void of Paſſion; but Þ 
could never join with them in adoring the Sun, 
Moon, and Conſtellations of Heaven, becauſe 
the Alcoran has expreily forbidden it. And 

| Werse 
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were there no ſuch Prohibition, my own Reaſon 
would convince me, that 1 ought as well to adore 
the Fire for warming me, and ſerving my other 
Neceſſitics, or the Water for quenching my Thirſt 
and purifying me, or my own Hands for feeding 
me, as to pay theſe divine Honours to the Celeſtia] 
Bodies; ſince the one, as well as the other, act ac- 
cording to their Nature, | 
In a Word, of all the innumerable Se&s into 
which the Mu ſſulman Empire is divided, I cannot 
expect entire Satisfaction from any; for if they 
appear Orthodox in ſome Texets, in others they 
are manifeſtly Heretical. Yet I cannot but ſet a 
higher Value on ſome than others, as. their Do- 
ctrines and Practices approach nearer to Reaſon and 
Truth. For I am not yet ſuch an Academich a; 
to ask that Mock-Queſtion, What is Truth? 
Doubtleſs our Fathers knew it, and the Meſſen- 
ger of Gop was ſent to divulge it on Earth. But 
if Ignorance, Superſtition and Error have baniſh'd 
it from Courts and Cities; let us ſeek it in the 
Deſart. Perhaps we may find this Wanderer 
among the Rocks and Woods; or 'tis poſſible ſhe 
has ſhelter'd herſelf in ſome Den or Cave; as ho- 
ping for greater Favour from the wild Beaſts, than 
from the Society of Men. PENS 
If Truth be no where to be found entire, but 
has divided herſelf among the different Religions 
and Sects in the World, then rather than miſs of 
this divine Jewel, 1 will ſearch for it in Fragments, 
and whatſoever is rational and pious in any Sect 
1 will embrace, without concerning myſelf in their 
Follies and Vices, . 3 
Aſter all, the Muna ſihi ſeem to be the only 
Orthodox and illuminated of Gop ; who declining 
the private By-ways of Schiſmaticks, walk in the 
high Road of priſtine Juſtice and Piety, follow- 
ing the Steps of the Aucients, and AL "x 
 Tradi- 
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Traditions which know no Origin, Among 


theſe thou appeareſt as another Pythagoras, con- 


firming them by thy Example in an innocent 


Life; enduring the utmoſt Severities of Abſtinence, 


rather than be guilty of ſhedding the Blood of 
thoſe Creatures, which the great Lord of all things 
created to enjoy the Herbage of the Field, and to 
partake of the common Bleſſings of Nature as well 
as we. 8 
To thee therefore I have Recourſe, as to an 
Oracle: Tell me, O ſacred Sylbanian, am I not 


obliged to obey the Inſpirations of my Nature, 


or better Genius, which teils me, *tis a butch- 
erly and inhuman Life to feed on ſlaughtered 
Animals? Did not all thoſe who aim'd at Perfecti- 
on among the primitive Diſciples of the Prophet 


abſtam from murthering the Brutes E Ti true 


the Meſſenger of Gop did not poſitively enjoin 
Abſtinence from Fleſh ; yet he recommended it as a 
divine Counſel; And thoſe to whom he indulg'd 
the Liberty of eating it, he ty'd up to certain 


Conditions. Do not all the religious Orders preach 
up Abſtinence, both in their Sermons and Lives ? 


i make no longer Doubt, but the Corruption of 
Manners, and Voluptuouſneſs of Men, are the 
Cauſes that this antient Sobriety is now diſus' d 
and ſlighted. My own Experience confirms me 
in this Opinion, who have often attempted to 
live in Abſtinence; but by the Force of a vora- 
cious Appetite, ſuffer d myſelf to be carried back to 
my old Intemperance. „ 
Yet in eating Fleſh, I have been preciſely 
careful to obſcrve che Prohibition of our þoly Pro- 
pet, fo long as it was in my Power; I never 
knowingly taſted of Blood, nor of any thing ſtrang- 


led or knocked down, But it is impoſlible for me 


to aſſure myſelf of this, or that all the Fleſh 1 


| Eat was killed in pronouncing that tremendous 


Nam? 
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go LetrTexs Writ by Vol. IV. 
Name which gave it Life, Neither could I once 
eſcape a Neceſlity of eating Swine's Fleſh. 

But I abominate my {elf for this involuntary 
Crime; and to obviate the like Temptation for 
the future, I will taſte of nothing that has 
breath d the common Air; being inclin d to be- 


lieve the Metempſychoſis; which if it be true, | a 


wiſh for no greater Happineſs, than that in my 


next Change, my Soul may paſs into the Body of 


the Camel, which ſhall carry thee to Mecca, 


Paris, 14th of the 1 Moon, 
ef the Tear 10 50. 


LETTER I 
To Minezim Aluph, Baſſa. 


CY Intelligence from the Imperial Porte ſome- 
1 times arrives late; either through the Neg- 


le& of Kiſus Darmolec, to whom that Care 13 


commited, or through the Badneſs of the Roads, 


which many times are impaſſable ; beſides the 
frequent Stops and Interceptions of the Poſts in 


this Time of War; which is the Reaſon I do not 
always hear of the Alterations at the Seraglio, 


and the Changes that are made in the Govern- 
ments of the ſhining Empire, ull many Moons arc 
paſs'd . Who is exalted, or who made Manſoul, 


are Things to which Mahmus is fora Time a great 


Stranger. | 
Therefore thou haſt no Reaſon to be offended, 

that J am thus late in ſending to thee my congra- 

gratulatory Addreſs ; but reſt confident, that 


_ wiſh thee Increaſe of Happineſs, ke the ſprouting 


of the Palm. 7 
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As a Mark of my Duty and Affection, I ſhall 
now acquaint thee with News, which though it. 
may ſeem of ſmall Import to the Divan, yet has 
ſtartled all Europe. f 


It is the Impriſonment of three of the French 
Princes; not thoſe of the ordinary Rank, but 
Branches of the Royal Stem, whoſe Names are not 
unknown in the Seraglio, the Re ſidence of Fame, 
They are the Princes of Conde and Conti, Bro- 
thers, and the Duke of Longueville, Husband to 


their Siſter. They are the principal Subjects in 


this Nation; all three having the Majeftick Blood 
of the Kings of France running in their Veins. 
They owe their Confinement to Cardinal Ma- 


zarini, or rather to their own inartificial Conduct. 
The Prince of Conde is a paſſionate Man, and has 


never learn'd how to conceal his Reſentments. 
When he firſt return'd from the Battle of Lens in 


Flanders, whereof I formerly gave an Account, 
the Inſurrection in Paris began. The Prince block'd 


up the City, and promis d the Cardinal, (againſt 


whom alone all this Storm was rais'd) That he 


would either bring him back in Triumph to Pa- 
is, or die in the Attempt. He perform'd his 
Word ; and the Cardinal rode through the Streets 
of Paris, in the ſame Coach with the King, Queen 
and all the Royal Blood, after the Siege was rats'd, 
and a Peace concluded, And the Prince, when 


he alighted out of the Coach, addreſs d himſelf 


thus to the Cardinal: Now, Sir, I eſteem my 
* {elf the happieft Man in the World, in that I have 


| © been able to perform my Engagements, in bringing 


your Eminence back to Paris; and that by my 


Preſence the Hatred which the Multitude have 
* for your Perſon, was repreſs'd whilſt we paſs d 


„through the Streets. | 8 
This too nearly touch d the Cardinal. And in- 
deed the Queen, wich all the reſt, were ſenſible, 
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that the Prince had too far over-ſhot himſelf in this 
laſt Expreſſion. However, the Cardinal reply d in 
a kind of Modeſty, not wholly void of Choler and 
Difdain ; “ Sir, You have not only oblig' d me to 
cc that Height, but have done the Kingdom fo con- 
& (jderable a Service in this Action, that I fear nei- 
cc ther their Majeſties nor myſelf ſhall be ever in a 
tc State to make you anſwerable Compenſation. 
Thoſe who ſtood by and heard theſe inter- 
changeable Diſcourſes, were apt to interpret the 
Frft tor a Reproach, and the ſecond as a Menace, 
Since it is not uſnal for great Men to over-value 
the Services they do their Xing and Country; and 


for Princes, when they cannot duly reward en 


eminent Performance to turn their Gratitude into 
Hatred. ; 
This is certain, That the Prince of Conde has 
preſum'd much on the Merit of his late Services; 
and it was not eaſy for the Queen or the Cardinal 
to invent ſuch Acknowledgments as he expected. 
For he imagined they ought to deny him nothing, 
who had fo often hazarded his Life for their In- 
tereſt. 1 
It was on this Ground he thought he had a 
| Right to interpoſe in a Marriage which Mazarini 
deſignd to make between one of his Nieces and 
the Duke of Merceur. EE 
This Duke is of a Family which has been a long 
time at Variance with that of the Prince of 
Conde : And theretore the Prince was jealous leſt 
the Cardinal, by the intended Match, ſhould 
fortify his Intereſt among the Prince's Enemies, 
and ſo be in a Condition not to want his Pro- 
tection; the only thing he was ambitious of. 
For cou'd he have once reduc'd the Cardinal to 
this Neceſſity, he himſelf had been abſolute Ma- 
Fer at Court. Therefore he oppos'd the Match 
with all Vigour and Induſtry. This nettled the 
| e N Cardinal, 
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Cardinal. He complains to the Queen of the 
Princes Unkindneſs. She intercedes, and uſes 
her utmoſt Endeavours to reconcile the Prince 
to this Marriage. But his Brother, the Dake of 
Longueville, has ſo poſſeſs d the Prince with a 
Jealouſy of the Cardinal's Proceedings, That no 
Arguments could prevail on him, or overcome 
his fix'd Averhon for Aa xarini's deſign d Alliance 
with the Houſe of Vendoſme, (ſo they call the Fa- 


mily from whence the Duke of Mercd ur is ſprung.) | 


He rails at the Cardinal, and lampoons him in all 


Companies Thus begets ill Blood in the ſupreme 


Miniſter of State, who ſecretly reſolves the 
Prince's Ruin. | 
In this his Policy and Malice exceeded the 


petty Revenges of the Prince; who being of 


a frank, open Heart, contented himſelf with 
Railleries and fatyrical Expreſſions, whilſt the 
Cardinal conceal'd his Anger under the Maſque 
of extraordinary Civilities; returning all the 
Contempts of the Prince, with a Reſpect 
which ſeem d to ſpeak much Affection and De- 
voir. 

He has been a long time tampering with a 
Faction which goes by the Name of the Frondeurs. 


Theſe were his Enemies, not ſo much in Hatred 


of his Perſon, as out of a Zeal to ſerve their 
Country, which they imagin'd was oppreſs'd un- 
der the Conduct of this Minifter, | | 
Theſe he has lately gain'd over to his Party, by 
repreſenting to them the Prince of Conde, as the 
Author of all thoſe Evils, which they aſcrib'd to 
himſelf: Whilſt at the ſame time he perſuaded 
the Prince, that they had ſome Deſign againſt tus 
Perſon. Thus he artificially blinded both Parties, 
and engag'd them in mutual Revenges , privately 
avmating the Frondeurs againſt the Prince, and pro- 
voking the Prince to ſcek the Rum of the Fron- 
| de urs, 
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deurs, By this Trap the Prince was inveigled to 
conſent, and give Orders for his own Inpriſonment, 
whilſt he was made to believe the Arreſt was de- 
boned againſt his Enemies; and the People were 
farisfy'd, ſince they were perſuaded the Faction 
of the Fro::deurs had a Hand in the Plot. 

The 1$th of the laſt Moon the three Princes 
were taken into Cuſtody, and ſent to a Place they 
call the Caſtle of the Mood of Vinciennes, ſome 
Leagues fiom Paris. The ſame Day the Queen 


ſent for the Dutcheſs of Longueville, to come to 


her; but the wary Dutcheſs would not put her- 
ſelf into a Cage. She immediately fled in Diſguiſe 
to a Sea Town belonging to ker Husband. | 
*Tis faid, the Prince ot Conde had Notice given 
him of his deſign'd Impriſonment; but that he 
wou' d not eſcape, projecting to himſelf ſome great- 
er Advantages from the Difcontents of the Peo- 


ple (who now behold him as a Patriot) than from 


a clandeſtine or fugitive Liberty, This is ccr- 
tain, his Coach broke on the Road between Paris 
and Vincennes ; and *tis thought his Friends might 
cafily have reſcu'd him ; For this Accident occa- 
fon'd a Stop of ſix Hours in their Journey, time 


enough to have ras'd a Thouſand Men to his 


Relief, being only gvarded by fixteen Cavaliers. 
But it ſeems he courts the Cardinals Perſecution, 
that he may have deeper Grounds for Revenge. 
I know not whether his Policy is juſtifiable or 
no; but it I were in his Circumſtances, 1 ſhould 
hardly take this Method to gratity my Refcnt- 
ments, which in all Probability I ſhould not be in 
a Condition to accompliſh till the Greek Calends, 
that is, never. | 


Paris, 4th of the 24 Moon, 
f the Year 1650. 


L 


LETTER I. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 


tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


HE Devotees among the Franks talk much 
of the Fubilee that is to be celebrated this 
Year at Rome. They enrich their Fancies with 
the Hopes of I know not what ſpiritual Treaſure, 
which the Roman Mufti, or Pontiff, will diſtri- 
bute among the Pilgrims that reſort to Rome du- 
ring this holy Year. V 
This, as J am told, is celebrated in Imitation of 
the Sab hatical Year, formerly obſerv'd by the Fexvs 
when they poſſeſs d the Holy Land. The Hebrew 
Writers, ſuch as Foſephus, and others, call that alſo 
the Tear of Fubilee Their Cabaliſts, like the Py- 
thagoreans, pretended to derive great Myſteries 
from certain Numbers: And the Number Seven 


was had in particular Veneration by the Hebrews : 


therefore they kept every ſeventh Day, Week, 


| ond Year, Holy Tn the ſeventh Year it was not 


lawful to till the Ground, plant Vineyards, or ſow 
any Seed. And when ſeven times ſeven Years 
wor ane, the Year of Fubilee was proclaim'd, 
being always the Fiftieth : They proclaim'd it 
by Trumpets throughout the whole Country of 
Paleſtine, in the forty ninth Year. And the 
Muet ins cry'd in the Gates of their Cities and Sy- 
nagogites, at the beginning of the Fubilee: © Let 
« every Man return this Year to his own Poſſeſ- 


'* fon and Tribe, whether he be a Slave or Free. 


* He that has fold his Houſes or Lands, if he 
© was. not defore able to redeem them, let him 
„this Year take Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance. 
„lle that is become another Man's Slave, and 
| | | aexier 
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ce neither himſelf nor his Friends can redeem him, 
let him this Lear be diſmiſsd, and ſent home 
&© to the Family to which he belongs; for hence- 
c“ forth he is free by the Indulgence of the Lay, 
© Let no Man ſow the Ground, nor gather the 
& Fruits that grow of themſelves this Year : But 
cc let the Earth, as well as its Inhabitants, enjoy 
& Liberty and Reſt ; for this is the Tear of Grace 
and divine Bounty. | 

After this manner was the Hebrew Fubilee pro- 
claimd and obſervd: And they fay, from 
hence aroſe the Cuſtom among the Chriſtians, 
who, in many Things, may be ſtil'd the Jeu 
Apes. But others ſay, That the preſent Ronian 
Fubilee is deriv'd from the ſecular Games, cele- 
brated by their Pagan Anceſtors; in regard 
this was renew'd every hundred Years at nrſt, 
even as thoſe Games were. Whence it was, that 


the Cryer in thoſe Days, at the Indiction of the 


ſeculay Games, ſaid, © Come to the Plays which 
© no Man living has yet ſeen, nor ſhall ever ſee 
ce again.“ For Man's Life being generally fo 
| ſhort, they thought it improbable that any Moria! 
ſhould live to ſee this Solemnity repeated. 
The Modern Fubilee was firit publiſh'd by 
Boniface IX. Biſhop of Rome, in the Year 1300 of 
the Chriſtian's Hegyra: At which time he promis d 
full and entire Remi ſion of Sins to all who ſhould 
reſort in Pilgrimage to Rome that Year, At- 


ter him it was celebrated every hundred Year, 


according to his Inſtitution, til the Days ©: 
Clement VI. who at the Inſtance of the Rohan 
Citizens, reduc'd it to every fiftieth Year. Then 
Urban VI another Pope, reduc'd it to the thirty 
third Year. And, laſt of all Paul II. contracted 
the Interval to five and twenty Years : WIL ch 
Space of Time has been obſerv'd by all his Sac 
ceſſors to chis Day. es | 
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If thou wouldſt know the Reaſon why they 
have thus alter'd the Periods , it is for Profit, 
For in the Year of Jubilee, there is a vaſt Con. 
flux of People from all Parts of Europe; who 
bring a far greater Treaſure into the Roman 
Cofters than they carry away from that City. 
Though the Pope, tis ſaid, is very liberal of 
that which they call the Treaſure of the Church: 
Which is a certain Fund of Merits and ſuperabun- 
dant Graces, left by the Meſſiah and his Saints in 
the Cuſtody of this Prelate, to ſupply the Defects 
and Infirmities of ſinſul Men: And they be- 
lieve *ris only in his Power to diſpoſe of this 
heavenly Wealth to whom he plcaſes. They talk 


alſo of Indulgence and Pardons, whereby the holy 
| Father can redeem Men from all Sin, and the 


Puniſhments that are due to it; And this won- 
derful Prerogative, they ſay, does not only be- 
nefit the Living, but extends even to the Souls 
departed ; whom the Pope, according to their 
Perſuaſion, can free from -the Torments of Purga- 


tory, and at his Pleaſure admit into the Gates of 
Paradiſe, | 


We that are Muſſulmans cannot declaim againſt 


the Doctrine of Praying for the Dead, ſince it 
15 practiſed by all the Faithful: Neither have we 
Reaſon to inveigh againſt Indu/gencies, or Releaſes 
from Penance : But that the Power of granting 
and diſpenſing theſe Favours ſhould be only re- 


poſited in the Chriſtian Mufti, will not accord 


with the Faith of a true Believer, We know 
who ſwore by the Hoofs of his ſwift and faith- 
ful Elborach, which in one Night carry'd him a 
Journey of fix Moons, that from thenceforth 


the Key of Aaraf, or the Place of Priſons, was 


committed to him. Doubtleſs the Ommnipotent 


can transfer his Commiſſions when, and to whom 


he pleaſes, If he once gave this Authority of 
F remitting 
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remitting Sins to the Meſſiah, and Peter his Lien. 
tenant, does it follow that all Peter's Succeſſors, 
the Cailiffs of Rome, have retatn'd this Priviiege: 
There have been many good Men in that Scar, 
and not a few wicked ; ſome Prophets, and fare 
HHagicians; a Catalogue interſpers'd with Saints, 


| Martyrs, Butchers and Devils, 


But tis evident they forfeited their Authority, 


chen they declin'd from the Truth, from the un- 


blameable Profeſſion of the Divine Unityy and re- 
liſted the Meſſenger of Heaven, ſcent to correct 
their Errors, reform their Vices, and reduce Man- 
kind to one Law of Purity and Light. 

J write not partially, nor am TI imbitter'd 
againſt the Patriarch of the Romans: He is a Man 
like others, ſubje& to the Will of Deſtiny. The 
Babylonian Cailiffs, and thoſe of Egypt, ſucceſſive- 


ly enjoy'd the ſame Power, tranſmitted to them 


from the Prophet, who ſeal'd up all the former 
Diſpenſations: Yet in time, through their Sins 
they forfeired their Authority, together with 
their n re, when the bright S conquer 
Tings. Then was the Prophetie Office trar- 

flated to our Mufti, the Guide of thoſe who pot- 

tels the Ce bulchre of Mahomet To him all the 
World ought to have Recourſe for Solution of then 


Doubt, Pirection in their Lives, Abſolution from 


their Sins, and for the F Paſsport of Immortality, 


the Fefta requir'd of all that enter the Gates of 


Paradiſe . 


But all Mortals are naturally tenacious 01 


whatloever advances their Honour and Intereſt. 


Kinos hug empty Titles that yield them no Pr ont. 


And the Nom, Bi Hops are unwilling to ACKNOW - 
ledge themſelves autyelted of the Privileges which 
were once annex d to that Chair of Peter : They 
ſhew the Keys, the Symbols ofa Power which they 
have loſt, And the credulous Nazarenes believe 
tha: 
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mat Heaven and Hell are open'd and ſhut at their 
Pleaſure, On the Eve of the Meſſiah's Nativity, 
the preſent Pope knock'd three times with a golden 
Hammer at the Gates of the principal Mee He in 
Rome; which were then open'd, to ſignify the 
enſuing Year of Fubilee; when the C briftians arc 


perſuaded, that Heirs 15 open to all that vie 


Rome in this holy Time. 
1 wiſh thee a Life of many en, 


Paris,” 9th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Tear 1550. 


ETTERIV; 


To the Flower of High Dignity, *hs 
at 7 Magnificent Vizir Azent. 


HE N l firſt heard the News of the Tos 
bles that have bcen at Conftantinople, tha 
Depoſition of Ma homet, the late Vixir Axem, and 
the Advancement of the Janixar-Aga to that Dig n- 
y, 11 imag 
that brave old Soldier is elevated to a_more lofty 
Station: He has enter'd the immortal Poſſeſſion i, be- 
ing tranſlated to an high Seat: For I underſtand 
he has his Reſt in Paradiſe, On that Hero be the 
Mercies of the ſupremely Indulgent; whilſt I turn 
my ſelf to thee, his late Succ Her in that military 
Honour, but now the Lieutenant of the Shadow of 
GoD. I touch the Earth thrice with my Forehead 
when ] ſalute thee, Great Prince of the Vigirs, in 
token of my Humility and Revercnce ; wn; 1! 
remembrance of my Original > That 15 Who 
am but the Product of Dult, a mere Worm, may 
F 2 | | not 


gin'd it had been CaſſimHali. But it eins | 
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rot commit an Indecency, when I addreſs to the 


bright Image of our auguſt Emperor, who is the 
Type of the Sun, 


In ſpeaking of Perſons of thy immenſe Power, 


þ 


endeavouring to deport my ſelf with an cven 


| Courſe between thoſe two Extremes, as Mariners 


ſteer between Sylla and Carybdis, Theſe are dan- 
gerous Places in the Sicilian Seas. 
All Europe celebrates thy Praiſes, and exto!s 


thy Juſtice for releaſing the Ambaſſador of Venice, 
| impriton'd 1 in the 4tþ Moon of this Year. They ſay, 


tince thy Aſſumption to this important Tyuſt, the 


Ottoman Port is reform'd, and grown more cui 


zd; (for the Franks eſteem all the Followers of 
the Prophet, who could neither write nor read, as 
Barbaria ns.) 


Here is much Talk bon the Defeat given to 


our Forces in Hungary: The French ſpare for no 


 Encomiums on the Baſſa of Buda, who fougli 


valiantly tül his Legs were ſhot off; and t hen 
caus'd himſelf to be carry'd up and down through 
the Ariny to cncourage his Soldiers, Neithe! 
ao they diminiſh the GJory that is due to his So, 
who received his Death in defending his Far hes, 
at what Tame the old Captain was taken Pri 
{-ncr. 

But they blame the Conduct of him who be- 
ſieg d the Fort of Cliſu, in regard he undertoox 
it in the wrong Seaſon of the Ycar : The Deſcct 
of a General's Judgment in ſuch Cafes, is ma- 
ny times fatal to an Army. The French are the 
beſt in the WY 0 at *ſpying Advantages, and the 
molt dextrous in making uſe of them. Mott 
of thar 3 are f ent in their Trenches, 
or in light Skirmiſhes; ſeldom hazarding a Bat- 
tle, unleſs on ſome unequal Terms to their own 
Iaterelt; and then they never let flip the Oppor- 
- BY 
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tunity. This commends their Policy, but is no 
great Argument of their Courage: For true Va- 
Jour never regards Dangers. 

Ado nai the Few ſends me Word, that the Ve- 
netians are put in great Hopes of accommodating 
their Affairs with the myſterious Divan, ſince the 

Releaſe of their Bailo: Vet both they and all the 
Nazarenes reſent highly the ſtrangling of his In- 
ferpreter. | el | 9 80 

They underſtand not the Meaſures of the ſub- 
lime Port, ſull of Wiſdom and Juſtice; and that 
by the Terror of ſuch Examples, the Miniſters of 


; the Righteous 7 brone ſeckto prevent future Wick- 
x edneſs. | | | 

; In theſe Weſtern Courts, a little Gold or a great 
, Friend, ſhail eaſily palliate and procure a Pardon 
: for the greateſt Crimes, Their Proceſſes here are 


flow in the Execution of Juſtice ; being Stran- 
gers to the impetuous Orders and ſwitt Perfor- 
mance practis d in the Eaſt, Beſides, this Inter pre- 
ter ſported himſelf to Death by the Licentiouſ- 
ö | neſs of his Tongue, He delighted to play upon 

| Majeſty, and with an inſolent Laſciviouſucſs of 


75 Speech, to deceive him whoſe high, ſublime and 
's remote Intellect, uſes no other Expreilions of his 
Ii 


Wrath, but the Hands of his Mates. It does not 
become the Emperor of the World-to be profuſe in 
Words, as the Chriſtian Princes are, who take 
WW great Pains to ſatisfy their Vaſſals of the Juſtice of 

| Their Proceedings. They cannot condemn the 


Na Wicked without a forma! Proceſs, wherein vari- 
Bp ous Wirs ſhew their Skill in canvaſſing the Cauſe, 
the which, upon ſincere Evidence, may be decided in 
oft two Words This is the Maſquerade of Chriſtian 
es, Fuſtice, a mere Trap for Gold, the Secret of the 
at- Weftern Lawyers , who enrich themſelves at the 
MY Price of other Mens Folly, and to the Diſgrace of 
1 the Monarch who there pretends to command. 
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Should thoſe Men of Law fee this Letter, and 
know who wrote it, how would they not circum- 


ciſe and Hay the minuteſt Daſh of my Pen to find 


Arguments of Revenge againſt a Muſſulman ? 

All Men are full of themſelves and their own 
Principles: And the Nazarenes of the Weſt arc ſo 
brimming with them, that there is no room left 
for Inſtruction or Amendment. Like the Chineſe, 
they boaſt of their own Science and Wiſdom, re. 
puting all the reſt of the Work ignorant and blixd, 

They are ſo narrow in their Texets, fo dogma- 


- tica] in their Deciſions, and ſo conceited of ail 


that it is difficult for a Man who has convers'd in à 
tree Air, to frame himſelf to their Rules. 


By what I have ſazd thou may'ſt determine, 


hat it is no eaſy Task for an Arabian Native, 
b ed in the Seraglio, to conform himſelf adro:! 
to the Humours and Faſhions of France. Yet | 
curb all the natural Propenſions of my Birth, 
Blood and Education, as much as in me lies, that | 
may ſerve the Grand Seignior. I am incognito in a 
Reſpects, fave thoſe wherein I cannot be hid. 
And | would change my Maſque a hundred Times 
over rather than fail of my Ends. 

What can I ſay more to him who only val ues 2 
Slate for his Deeds? 

I turn not my Back on thee, ſublime . ot 


abſolute Pover , but retiring aſter the moſt fe- 


ſpe "&ful Manner of the Eaft, J make a thouſand 
al ay till the An Hiport has cover d me on 1 


thy illuſtrious Frefence, 


Paris, 1755 of the 4th Moc n, 
of the Tear, 1050, 


LET: 


oe, _ am Of. — ec — — 
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To Sedrec AV Girawn, Chief Page 
of the Treafury. 


H ©O U wilt have Reaſon to wonder at a 
Man pretending Acquainzance with thee, 

whom thou canſt not remember to have en. 
'Tis from my Brother Peſtelibal'i, thy former 
Meter, I received the News of thy late Prefer- 
ment, who art thy ſelf but early in Years ; yet no 


time is unſeaſonable to a Man mature in Vertue 
e B and Wiſdom. 


I knew thce an Infant in the Arms ot thy 

| Mother, the Widow of an Arabian Soldier, who 

ſerved my Brother in the Wars of Perſin. There 

; appear'd then ſuch evident Symptoms of thy 

future Wit and Dexterity, as prompted thy Fa- 

b ther's Captain to tale thee into his Protection and 

| Care; and thy Mother by her Charms ſoon found 
; a Way to his Boſom. | 

: J write not theſe Things to reproach thee 


with the Meanneſs of thy Birth: Thy Mevits 
equal thee with thoſe who are born of Noble s. It is 
not the Cuſtom of rhe Eaſt to prefer Men for their 
a Parentage, or becauſe they can ſne the duſty Sta- 
tus of their Anceſtors. This is the peculiar Over- 

hehe of the Infidels, to give that Honour to 
NMaugies, and Men of a noiſy Deſc ent, which 1s only 

| duc to Vertue. There are Families in Rome in this 
4 Day who boaſt of their Pedigrees, and that they 
ping from the renowned Heroes that are re- 
: corded 1 in the Hiftories of that Empire: But they 
| glory in their Shame, ſince they are quite doge- 
nerared from the brave Qualities which cnno- 
bied their Progenitors; and by thcir ſordid Acti- 
N F 4 ons 


+- = 


> OT ACTIN - 


— — — * — —— . — —— gr. wry * * a ** —— 2 * „ —— ¼ 5 — — ry __ = _ a 9 — ECT 
— : _—_ - 0 4 1 : 2 4 , 4 3 r r — r r — — —— S DS Og er - nee r EE I : —— 
* * Gy n W p _ <7 . FE _ 7 5 mn. T 5 £ . . — G 7 — * — wo * - & HD a <p te = . 2 — — : I 
S . — — —— as. 7 ES #45. e 2 A = — 


——— yg * 


1 yy 


— — og ee. 


— 


— IE 
— — 


NS Err Fae — 
* —— — 


6 


LO IO 


104 LETTERS Veit by Vol. IV. 


ons are become a daily Subject for the Deſcants 
of Paſquil. This is an Image in a certain publick 
Place in Rome, to which in the Night- time they 
affix the Libels which they dare not own : A kind 
of dumb Satyr on the Vices of the Grandees, not 
ſparing even the chief Mufti of the Chriſtians, it 
he is guilty of any Follies which merit to come 
within the Verge of a Lampoon. | 
It is no contemptible Jeſt which was in this 
manner put upon the preſent Pope, and one «of 
his Nephewys, at the latter End of the laſt Year, 
It ſeems the good old Father had adyanced this 
Spark from a poor ignorant Taylor to the Dignity 
of a Roman Baron; bellowing on him Offices 
which brought him a Revenue ſuſhcient to main- 
tain his Title and Port, All the ancient Nobilit) 
were diſguſled at this, and ſome arch Wag was 
ſet at work to 11dicule the Pope's Conduct, and 
the new Baron's Honour. Whercfore on the 
Day which the Nazarenes celebrate with preat 
Solemnicy ſor the Birth-Day of Jeſus the Son of 
Mary, early in the Morning the *fore-mentioned 
Image, Paſquil, was obſerv'd to be apparell'd all 
in Rags, and a very naſty Habit, with a Schedule 
of Paper in his Hand, wherein was writ, Hoev now, 
Paſquil ; what ! all in Rags on a Chriſtmas Day? 
(for ſo they call the Nativity of their Meſſias.) 
And underneath was inſcribed this Anſwer : 
Alas, I cannot help it; for y TAYLOR «© 
. become a LORD. 

Vet notwithſtanding the Obſcurity of this Man's 
Birth, and the Meanneſs of his former Trade, he 
became an eminent Stateſman after the Pope had 
exalted him to that Dignity ; and lived with an 
unblemiſh'd Reputation, whilſt he ſaw all, or 
moſt of the ancient Nobility paſquill'd every Da) 
for their efleminate Vices. 


By 


. 
1 
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By what I have ſaid thou may'ſt be aſſured, 
that I have not the leſs Eſteem 2 thee, Yeruuſe 


thou walt not the Son of a baſja , fince, had thy 


Father liv'd, his Fortune and Courage might bs 
promoted him to that Honour. Or A . 11.07 
equa] to it; and thou thy ſelf art in a _tair TVs 


to ſupply ſome future Yacar cy in thoſe great CH 


ct the Empire. 

I have no News at preſent to ſend thee, five 
that the three French Princes, of whole Inpre 
ſonment I gave an Account co "Minezime Alot, 
are remov'd by Cardinal Maarixi's Order trot: 
the Caſtle of Vinciennes, to à Sea Town cab'd 
Havre de Grace, for fear they ſhould be reſcued oy 
Marſhal Turenne, who is much devoted to ti 


Intereſt. The Princeſs of Conde is retned 70 


Bourdeaux, a City at this time in Arms: gan nit te 
King, having alſo with her the young Duke of En. 
guein her don 

The Marſhal de la Meilteray is gone with his 
Army to beſiege thus Place; and 'tis tad, the King 
will ſoon follow wich the whole Court Al ings 
ſcem to portend another Relaple of this Srate 110 
om old Diſorders. 

But this is not of ſo near a Concern to us that 
are Muſſulmans, as the Quarrels that I hear are 
broach'd between the Fanizaries and  Spaki' oy 
They ſay, the whole Ottoman Empire is warp'd | 
this Way and that Way into contrary Factions; 
and that the Seraglio it ſelf is full of diſterent 
Cabals, on the Account of theſe Military Orders. 
It atflicts me with extreme Gricf to receive no- 
thing bur ſad News from the Port, which is, or 
ar leaſt ought to be, a Fountain of Joy to the 
whole Earth. I pray Heaven avert the Oren! | tor 
it looks with an ill Preſage, when the Champions of 
the divine Unity are thus d1v1ded agaunlt theraſcives. 


F 5 If 
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If thou wilt take my Advice, enter not thy ſelf 
into the Secret of either Party; but poſing thy 
Affections with Prudence, ſtand Neuter to all 
things but the Grand Seignior's Intereſt. In that 
be as zealous as thou canſt. As for the reſt, wait 
the Decrees of Deſtiny, 


Paris, 29th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear 1650. 


— 
AC APTIS. — 


1 E TT EN VI. 


— 


—— 


To the Kaimacham. 


Raphal Eben Shahenſhah the Arabian 


Philoſopher has ſaid it, and every Man's Ex. 
perience confirms it, That no human Care can pre- 


vent the Accompliſnment of what Heaven has de- 


creed. There are certain Moments of our Lives 
wherein Fate dehghts to mock our Wit and Pru- 
dence, to battle our ſtricteſt Caution, and to redi- 


cule all our Conduct, that we may learn the Leſſon 


of Reſignation, and not truſt too much to our ſelves, 

When I firſt ſaluted the Light of this Morn- 
ing Sun, my Spirits were ſerene and joyful : No 
melancholy Dreams had left their black Impreſ- 
hons on my Mind, no ſadning Thoughts poſſeſ- 
ſed my Soul ; I awak'd chearful and ſprightly as 
the Lark. After I ador'd the Omni potent, 
and performd my accuſtom'd Holy Things, I be- 
gan to reflect on my own Happineſs; in that I had 
10 many Years ſerved the ſublime Port in this 
Station, full of Difficulties and Perils, yet by no 
Misſortune had ever betray'd the leaſt Secret of 
my Commiſſion, It pleasd me to think 1 ſtid 
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pod for Titus of Moldavia among the French, 
who are the moſt apprehenſi ve People in the 
World ; and even in the Opinion of Cirdinal Ma- 
darin, who like Janus, has more Eyes than two. 
| embrac d my ſelf (if I may fo ſpeak) in the 
Conceit of my good Succeſs ; concluding I was 
born under fortunate Siars, and that no Diſaſter 
could ever hurt me. 
But I took wrong Meaſures of the Ways of 
Deftiny, which are 48 untraceable as the Mines: 
For before Mid-day my Sun was eclipſed ; the Air 
of my Soul rut! d with Storms, and all my Foy 
turn d to Mourning and Sadneſs, 

Wilt thou know the Occaſion of my Gricf? It 
was this, In the Year 1645, according to the 
Style of the Natarenes, I recciv'd ſome particular 
Inſtructions from the then Vrin Azem, putting 
me in Mind of the Hazards I run in this Poſt, 
and giving me ſtrict Charge to beſtow all my 
Letters in a ſecure place, whether the Tranſcripts 


of thoſe I write to the 33 of the Port, (tor 


I always retam'd a Copy of the Original,) or the 
Diſpatches J receive from thence. 

That Minifter was afraid,” leſt I might 10 8 
time or other be diſcover d; and conſequent! y 
that my Chamber would be ſearct'd. Ther etore 
obeying his Hint, I immediately, carry'd all my 
Writings to Eliachim the Jeav, knowing his Houſe 
to be free from « any Jealouſy of the State, and that 


the moſt important Secrets in the World mighe 


be there an Age unreveard. 


The Letters of my writing were encloſed in 


one Box, ard thoſe which I receiv'd from the 
inuincible Port in another, And ths was my 


conſtant Cuſtom from that time; as oft as 1 
writ to the Miniſters of the Divan, or had perus'd 
the Diſpatches which came from them, I dupa 
of botl: in proper Places, leaving all to the Care of 
Eldehin. F 6 | But 
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But neither his Caution nor mine were ſutt- 
cient to prevent the Reſolves of Heaven It was 
determined above that we ſhould loſe ſcme of 
theſe Papers. Eliachim came to me to Day, before 
the Hour of Ulanamiſi, all in Paſſion, aſtoniſhed, 
raving and ſtaring like a mad Man. As ſoon 
as he enter d my Chamber he tore his inner Veſt, 


which was of Crimſon Silk, fring'd round with 


Gold, and cry'd, We are undone, betrayed and 
ruined, | | | 
I preſently thought of my Writings ; and ask'd 
him whether they were ſafe. In a Word, he 
told me he had loſt the Box, which contain'd the 
Letters ſent from the Minifters at the Port to me, 


and that his Slave a Negro, whom he kept in his 
Houſe, was miſſing. Thou may'ſt imagine, . ſage 


Minifter, That this News put me into no ſmall 
Confuſion. I preſently peed that this Villain 
of a Negro had got the Writings, and was gone to 
Cardinal Mazarini with em: But then recol- 
lecting with cooler Thoughts, that this African 
underſtood not Arabick, in which Language alone 
Eliachim and I us'd to converſe ; and that conſe- 


- quently he never could know our Affairs, or read 


the Letters, which might tempt him to ſuch a 


Treaſon, I was at a lols what to think of it: Nei- 


ther am I better ſatisfy d now, though 1 have ru- 
minated on it theſe twelve Hours: Only I think, 
if Cardinal Mazarini has theſe Papers in his 
Cuſtody, he would have given Orders before this 


Time to ſeize the ſuppoſed Titus of Moldavia ; 


fer ſome of theſe Letters take Notice of my 
having aſſumed that Name: But 1 cannot per- 
ceive any Attempt that has been made in that kind, 
or that any body has been to enquire for me at my 
Lodging; tor I ſet Spies to obſerve, as ſoon as I 
departed thence with Eliachim, which was about 
Noon, We are now together in a Friend's Houſe, 

ans B84 8 . 


this Event, As yet we are in the Dark, and full 
of Fears ; but Time, which brings all Things to 
Light, will convince us what we hav to truſt to. 
In the mean while there is little News, ſave a 
- Diſcourſe of a certain Convention at Norembergh, 
and the great Fuhilee which is celebrated at Rome, 
where they ſay, the Chriſtians chief Mufti, the 
Week before their Beriam, or Eaſter, waſh'd the 
Feet of twelve Pilgrims; and that Cardinal Lu- 
dovi ſio entertain'd nine Thouſand of theſe Devo- 
tees at once with a very magnificent Feaſt. They 
ſay alſo, that the Pope will get this Year two 
Millions of Zequins, by the Reſort of Pilgrims 
to that City, | | 
The King of Denmark's Reſident at this Court 
has received a Letter, which certifies him that 
his Ma ſter has declar'd Prince Chriſtian tus Son 
Succeſſor in the Throne. EO. 


They talk alſo of a Marriage lately folemnized 


between Charles a German Count, and Charlotte, 
Siſter to the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel. 

But that which moſt takes up? Mens Ears, and 
employs their Tongues and Thoughts, are the Ci- 
vil Wars of this Kingdom ; which is all in a Flame, 
by Occaſion of the Impriſonment of the Prince of 
Conde, and his Brothers. The Citizens of Paris 
are very jocund, at the repeated News of the King's 
ill Succeſs; for they wiſh not well to his Arms, 
whilſt employ'd againſt the Mal-contents, 

IIluſtrious old Grandee, I wiſh thee the Years 
of Neftor, and thoſe calculated by Full Moons of 


Proſperity. But I pray Heaven avert from thee 


ſome of his Moments, wherein they ſay he was 
tormented with the Gout, as I am at this Inſtant : 
It is a Pain hardly to be ſupported, 


Paris, 11th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 165% LET- 
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where we ſhall continue 'till we hear farther of 


- . 
* ” 2 * — 22 _ - g- = — 
and HE” 2 * 2 12 * 5 Re ²˙ü EEE ed att we : ET — i L 1 
PE , ove, ang 3 — . 5 "4, F * 8 a r * LA 3 — 2 
2 W 2 / — 5 _ P A _ J . 9 — 1 : * 5 +. * - * 
e ago Era 8 2 op © : 3 e : — ; 
; p Y P 9 at” 2 2 * Se — — _ — 8 . 
ot — = 5 5 — ** I N 4 g - l 
_ 2 4 r — N n. 


j 
2 2125 ET a  - ; 
*. 2 o . 2 . —— 
"x 22 KEE 
PPP ern Ie 
Le ks A Es an 
2S 43 _ 8 * 1 $ 1 


— 


2244 


110 LE TIE 11 Writ by Vol. IV. 
EE TT ER VII. 


To the ſame. 


Y the Gov whom I adore, and by his Shxdozr, 

[ ſwear there is no Diſloyalty in AMlahimut, 

yet his Life is full of Temptations and Peri. 
The Box of Letters J mention'd in my laſt, is 
irrecoverably gone, and laid up in the Bowel; 
of the Earth, it we may believe the Confeſſion 
of a Man; every Angle of whoſe Heart has been 


ſearch d with exquiſite Torments, even to Death. 


Eliachim's Slave, the Negro whom I ſpoke of, 
miſtook that Ber for one very like it, out of 
which he has often ſeen his Maſter take Feæbe ls: 


for this is the particular Merchandiſe of that 


Few : And the Weight of each was not ſo unc- 
qual as to rectify his Error. Lucre tempted him, 


and the Deſire of Liberty: whilſt the Darkness 
(for he committed the Villainy before Sun. Riſing) 


and his own guilty Fears, conſpir'd to baffle his 
intended Theft, The Boxes ſtood together, (#5 
careful was Eliachim of the ſublime Secrets as not 
to venture 'em in a Place leſs ſecure than that ©! 
his Feels,) and the Villain haſty to bs gone, aud 


_ confounded for want of Light, took up that where- 


in were the Writings, inſtead of his deſigned Prey, 
the Feels, He went directly into the Fields, 
purpoſing to bury this ſuppoſed Treaſure in the 
Earth, in ſome private Place where he mig! 
take it forth at Diſcretion : But firſt opening the 
Box, to ſupply himſelf with ſach Stones as hs 
thought would be unqueſtionable Pawns for 
Money, to anſwer his preſent Neccſlities, that 


. fo he might the better provide for his Conceal- 


2ENt , 
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ment; he was aſtoniſned, and his Heart became 
like Lead, when he found nothing but Papers 
fall of Characters, to which he was wholly a 
Stranger, A Thouſand Reſolutions preſented 
themſelves to him in that Agony of his Mind, 
and he knew not what to fix on. Sometimes he 
thought to carry the Box back again as he found 
it; and ſince his Defign had been thus ſtrangely 
baulk'a, to content himſelf till another Opportu-- 
nity. But then he conſider'd *'twas too late to 
return before his Maſter would miſs both his Slave 
and Box ; for the Sun was now far advanced in 
our Hemiſphere, and Eliachim is an carly riſer. 
In a word, therefore, he thought it the ſafeſt 
way to bury it in the Ground, as he firſt intend- 


ed had it been the Box of Jewels, and fo ſhift for 


himſelf, Propoling to himſelf this Advantage in 
hiding the Papers in a ſecure Place, that if they 
were of Value, he might at any time make Com- 
poſition with his Adaſter, by diſcovering where 
. | 

All that J have here related, is drawn from his 


own Mouth in the midſt of Tortures. For Elia- 


chim ſoon heard of his fugitive Negro, who was 
ſeiz'd on the Road to Lyons by ſome Correſpon- 
dents of this Few. Who having Intelligence of 


ir, took Horſe immediately, and went to the 


Place He did not think it ſafe to make a publick 
Buſineſs of it, or to arraign him before the ap- 


pointed Fudges of the Country; but relying on 
the Fuſtice of his Cauſe, and the Right of a Ma- 


ſter, he privately put him to Tortures of diversKinds, 

in a Houſe where he could command any thing. 
The ſtout African at firſt deny'd that he had 

medled with any Box, ſaying, he eſcap' d purely 


tor the ſake of Liberty. But when a Succeihion 


of divers Torments had quite overthrown his Con- 
fancy, he confdled all that I haye already related. 
| | | Elachin 
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Eliachim till ſuſpecting worſe, and that he only 
fram'd this as a plauſidle Story, to be freed from 
or at leaſt to reſpite the Pains he ſuffered, caus d 
ſharp Thorns to be thruſt under the Nails of bis 
Fingers and Toes ; believing that the Extremity 
of ſo ſenſible a Pain would extort the true Secret 
from him, But he could get nothing elſe from 
the poor excruciated Negro, though now almoſt 
ready to expire, than that he had hid the Bex un- 
der Ground in a certam Corner of a Field out of 
the City, to which he knew not how to direct 


El achim, but promis'd to ſhew it him if he would 
carry. him ahve to Paris. 


This was no hard Task to perform in the Opi— 
nion of the Feqv ; it being but a Day's Journey to 


this City from the Place where they then were. 


But he was deceived in his Hopes; and now all 
the Applications and Cordials they could uſe, can 
too late ; for that very Night the Negro breath« 
out his Soul. | 


However, when Eliachim came to Paris, he 
follow'd the Directions of his dead Slave, as wel 


as he could, in ſearching every Corner of the 
Fields on that Side of the City where this Black 
had been ſeen to go out. Bur all to no Purpoſe, 


He cou'd find nothing; nor have we any Hopes 
ever to fee that Hox again, Yet I have many 


Qualms of Fear, leſt ſome time or other it ſhould 
come to light, to our Diſadvantage and Ruin. 

I defire thy Inſtructions, ſage Governor of the 
Capital City, how I ſhall deport my ſelf if it be 


my Lot to be diſcover d. As tothe remaining Box, 


which has in it the Tranſcripts of my own P/ 
patches, I have taken it heme to my Lodging, be- 
lieving it will be as ſafe here as in the Houſe 9 
Eliachim ; fince that faithful Feav is no more cx- 


empted from Contingencies than my ſelf: And! 
have no Servant to betray me. 


Tlus 
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This Kingdom abounds at preſent in Treaſons 


and Rebellions, The French ſpare not to maſſacre 


one another for the ſake of a Paſſion : While the 
Spaniards make their Advantages of theſe inteſ- 
tine Feuds; for under Pretence of aſſiſting the 
Princes of the Blood, they get Footing in Picardy, 
from whence it will not be eaſy to expel them. 
Leopold, Avch-duke of Auftria, is at the Head of 
the Spaniſh Army, and has taken ſeveral Towns 
belonging to the French King. 

When the Quarrels of theſe Infidels will end 


I am not ſollicitous; my Thoughts being ever 


taken up in the Service which I owe to the Em- 
pire of true Believers. 


I candot bid thee adieu, illuſtrious Kalman 


till J have aſſur'd thee I am macerated with Zeal 


for the Grand Seignior, 


Paris, 23d of the 9th Moon, 
4 the Tear 2 


— 


LETTER VII. 


To nei Kuſlir Aga, Prince of 


the Black Eunuchs. 


Fter I had perus'd thy Diſpatch, wherewith 

thou haſt honour'd thy E/2ve Mahmiut ; and 

I was full of Joy for the continued Demonſtrati- 
ons of thy Friendſhip and Protection; ſo my Breaſt 
conceived an Indignation at the Affront which 
has been offer'd to the ſublime Port by the Cham 
of the Tartars, in preſuming to demand tie Tute- 


* lage of our auguſt Emperor. It is an Indignity to 


the Miniſters of ſupreme Ju 2 ind Honour, Lights 


of 
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114 LETTERS Writby Vol. IV. 
of the Imperial Divan, to whom 1s committed 
the Cognizance of all human Events; the illuſtri- 


ous Vizirs, who manage the Affairs of the mighty 


and inviſible Sultan Mahomet, whoſe T hrone may 
God fortify, till the Moon ſhall no more appear in 
the Heavens. 


Thoſe People have been ever thirſty of Rule, 


and *tis number'd among the Virtues of their 


Anceſtors, that they enlarg'd their Dominions by 


the keen Edge of their Swords. But in all the 
Regifters and Archives of the Empire, it has not 
been found, that any of that Nation challeng'd a 
Right to govern our Sultans, though during their 


Mmority. It is ſufficient, that they ſhall have 


the Honour (according to the ancient Capitulati- 
ons) to ſucceed in the Jhrone of theO/man Princes, 
if ever that ſacred Line ſhould be extinEt : Which 
God avert, till the na Conſummation, 

It is a Wonder they demanded not alfo his 
Royal Brothers, the other Sons of Sultan Ibrahim,; 


that ſo they might at one Blow cut off the whole. 


Oſman Race, and take Poſſeſſion of the vacant 
Throne, | Sens 
I have not heard any thing theſe many Moons 


what 1s become of thoſe hieh-born Infants; whe- | 


ther they are alive, or ſacrificed to the Jealouſy 
of the Sultan, as has been the Cuſtom. Here are 
various flying Reports concerning them. Some 
ſay that thou haſt convey'd away Sultan Achmet, 
and that he is privatcly educated in the Houſe of 
a certain Georgian, The Blcfling of Mahomet be 


upon thee, and refreſh thy Heart, if thou haft 


taken this Care to preſerve the Life of an Oſman 
Prince, which is more precious than a Hundred 
thouſand of common Birth. NS 
As for Solyman, and the reſt of that ſublime 
Race, the French give em over for loſt ; and I can- 
not contradict em, for want of true Intelligence. 
: Beſides, 
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Beſides I have Reaſon to fear it is too true, in 
regard it has been the cruel Practice of all, or 
moſt of our late Emperors, either to flaughter their 
Brethren as ſoon as they aſcended the Throne, or 
to put 'em to a more lingering Death and Martyr- 
dom in a Priſon, hs 

is true indeed, our preſent Sovereign is not 
vet arrivd to thoſe Years wherein Children com- 
monly loſe their native Innocence. I believe he 
ſuſpects none of his Brethren, nor harbours any 
unkind Thoughts againſt their Lives. Yet Cru- 
elty may be inſinuated into his tender Years by 
the Artifices of his Mother; eſpecially againſt 
thoſe of his Father's Blood, that did not alſo par- 
take of hers. For Sultan Ibrahim, thou know' lt, 
had Children by other Women beſide the Sultana 
Valede, 5 

The Malteſe think they have one of theſe Royal 
Infants in their Pofſeſſion: Thou knoweſt the 
whole Story of thy Predeceſſor's Voyage toward 
Egypt, with his beautiful Slave and her Son, 
whom theſe Ine dels honour as the Off ſpring of the 
Grand Seignior. Thou art not ignorant alſo, that 
this Infant, with his Mother, were banifh'd our 
of Jealouſy, by the Order of her who bore in 
her womb Sultan Mahomet, our glorious Sove- 
reign. The Remembrance of which makes me 
tremble for the ſake of the young Prince, if there 
be any yet remaining alive. It is in thy Power to 
_ certify me, and in doing fo, thou wilt rid me of 

much Anxicty. „ = | 

T am but a Slave of the Slaves who ferve the 
Grand Seignior; and it is not decent for me to de- 
{cant on the Actions of our moſt abſolute Monarch 
whoſe Will is not to be controuPd : But I am ſtill 
a Man, and have ſome Share of Humanity and 
Reaſon, Thou alſo art my particular Friend 
and wilt permit me to diſcourſe with 2 

. | Was 
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Was it not a bloody Feaſt, to which our King's 
Great Grandfather Makomet III. invited ninetecn 
of his Brethren on the Day of his Inauguration ! 
Was it not a cruel Act, to cauſe thoſe Royal 
Gueſts, in whoſe Veins ran the Blood of his own 
Father, to be ſtrangled before they departed from 
his Table? No leſs inhuman was it of Mahomet, 
the late Vir Mem, to guide the Hand of this 
our preſent Sovereign, when but ſix Years old, and 
incapable of knowing what he did, to ſign a Mar. 
rant for the Execution of his Father. Well may 
the Nazarenes call us Barbarians, when they con- 

template the Empire of the Muſſulmans, ſupported 
by ſuch unnatural Methods. a 

Thou that haſt the ſuperlative Honour of be- 
ing the immediate Guardian of our young Empe- 
ror, wilt pardon the Liberty I take. Aſcribe all 
to the Force of my Zeal and Loyalty, Thou art 
_ valiant and wiſe, Protect thy Charge as the Cry- 
ſtal of thine Eyes, which thou wilt not ſuffer to 
be hurt by the Duſt of the Streets. 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1650. 


LETTER N. 
70 Dgnet Oglou. 


nary all my Philoſophy, I have not 


| Command enough of my Paſſion, to con- 
ceal it from thee, Who haſt always been the Par- 
taker of my unequal Fortunes. Whatever Mag- 

nanimity of Spirit I pretended to formerly in my 
Sickneſs, tis at preſent overcome by the Deſire of 
| Ealic 
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Eaſe, At that time, I remember, ſome Stoical 
Conſiderations made me induſtrioufly hide from 
thee the tormenting Pains T felt. I endeavoured 
to diſguiſe my Sufferings, and to paint my Miſery 
in ſuch Colours, that it could hardly be di- 
ſtinguiſned from Happineſs, But now I have not 
Courage enough to hide from thee my Fears and 
Apprehenſions: And all Seneca's Morals are too lit- 
tle to hinder me from complaining of the Uncer- 
tunty that we daily experience in human Affairs. 
This is a Theme ſo popular, that were not par- 
ticular Misfortunes very preſſing, twould make 
me ſick to ſay any thing on a Subject, that has 
been in every Man's Mouth ſince the time that our 


firſt Father appear'd among the Trees. Therefore 


thou may ſt be aſſured, I am not going about to 
make a Declamation, or play the Orator; to expa- 


| tiate and make large Deſcants on the [»f ability of 


all Things, What I have to ſay, refers to my 


| ff, and no Body elſe, fave to thoſe who are the 


Occaſion of my Melancholy. 
In the 1oth Moon of the laſt Year, I ſent a 


Letter to Kenan Baſſa, the new Haſnadar Baſſy. 
I have a Copy of it by me, as I always retain of 
whatever Diſpatches I ſend to the ſublime Port, 


whether to the publick Miniſters, or my private 
Friends. 5 


I have perus'd this Letter ſeveral Times within 


| theſe eight and forty Hours, and can find no 
| juſt Ground of Offence; which that Gyandee cou'd 
take thereat; unleſs he was angry with me for 


defiring him to be careful in tranſnitting my 


| Money. As for the Reſt, I only obcy'd the par- 
| ticular Inſtructions I received from Mabomet the 
| late Fir Az2m ; who commanded me not to 


ſpare the greateſt Mini ſter of thr Port. If I had 


Reaton either to counſel, or to reprehend him: For 
| ſaid he in his Letter, . To this End art thou plac'd 
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c at ſuch a Diſtance, that beſides the Serv ice thou 


© doſt our Sovereign in diſcloſing the Secrets of 
cc the Infi delt, thou may'lt alſo be free to write, 
& whatever thou thinkeſt will conduce to his Inte- 
© reſt, without ſtanding in fear of the Revenge of 
© the Grandees. Theſe were the very Words of 
the prime Miniſter of the Ottoman Empire. 

Now I only told him of ſome Miſcarriages in 
his Predeceſſors, warning him to be wary in his 
Station. Either he was offended at this Freedom 
I took, or becauſe I preſum'd to adviſe him how 
to order my Fills, Be it which it will, I have a 
ſevere Reprimand from the Reis Effendi, whom [ 
have the greateſt Reaſon in the World to eſteem my 
Friend. | 6 | 

It wou'd never have vex'd me, had he yrotc 
plainly, and not diſguiſed his Sentiments. But all 
was obſcure, ſaving one blunt Expreſſion, which 
convinc'a me, That the real Ground of all this 
Anger was my Letter to Kenan, wherein 1 defir'd 


his Care as to my Money. 


Can that Miniſter blame me for being appre 
henſive of Want in a foreign Country, a Ke- 
gion of Infdels, where I have no other Commetes 
but with Courtiers and Strangers, where if | 
Nould be in the leaſt ſuſpected, they would pic- 


ſently put me in Priſon, which wou'd hazard a 


Diſcovery of the ſublime Secrets? Docs he nv! 
know that Money commands all Things; ani 
that the greateſt Potentates obey the Power of 
Gold? It cannot be imagin'd, but that a Man in 


my Peſt has a thouſand preſſing Occaſions tor 


Money, which *tis troubleſome to expreſs ; and 


I have had very wrong Notions of my Employmeri! 3 
if I deſctve on this Account, to | be reproy « 
aud threatend with ſuch politick Circumlocut!- 
ons; For the Secretary charges me with Uns 
lmgneſs to continue in the Service of the Ev2r- 
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| happy Port ; as if he thought my Fidelity were 


corrupted, or that I had an Inclination to the Na- 
2arene Intereſt. 

I tell thee, my Dgnet, Perdy 1 ever abhorr'd ; 
This appears to me the moſt terrible and odious 
of all Vices ; I could bear the Guilt and Re- 
proach of a great many Crimes, which have leſs 
of Malice in their Conſtitution. I am not aſham- 
ed of many venial Frailtics which I daily com. 
mit, though the Law 1s ſevere againſt them, 


2 ect 


ARA tt pot fir”. oh ah 


But cou'd any Man accuſe me of wiltul Treache- 
ry and Ingratitude, I wou'd pray inſtantly, That 


che Luminaries of Heaven might be extinguiſh'd, 


and that no, ferrene Subſtance might henceforth 
have in it the leaſt potential Light ; that fo I might 


| aachen be capable of ſeeing wy {elf, or of bem 


expos'd to the Eyes of others: And the better 
to efcape the Confuſion which would attend 


that horrid Guilt, I would not only avoid human 


Society, but if it were poſlible would run away 


from my (elf. 


After all this, methinks ſuch a Temper need 
not be ſuſpected, as averſe from the Intereſt to 


| which he has fo ſolemnly from, 


[ wou'd not have troubled thee with the News 


of any other Affliction; but to be ſuſpefted of 
| what I never was guilty of, and to be menac'd in 
dark myſterious Terms, not by an Enemy, but 
| by my Friend, and one who has in his keeping 
tie immortal Records of my Zeal and Integrity; 
tus cuts me to the Heart: And I had no other 
| way to eaſe my ſelf, but by venting my Anguth 
to Thee. | 


If any of the Miniſters will charge me with 


Weakneſs, or want of Ability to act in this Sat i- 
en, I mould have no Reaſon to repine ; ſince none 
| of them, can think ſo meanly of Mahmat, as he 
coe of himſelf. I boaſt of nothing, but a Loyalty 
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_— 


lation between us: Or, if thou owneſt the Ti? 


to my Truſt, incapable of being corrupt- 
ed. | 5 
But ] forget that I am a Muſulman. and there- 
fore ought to be relign'd to the Will of Heaven 
in all Things, without Complaint or Murmuy, 
Beſides, I am infinitely obliged, in many Regards 
to the Reis Effendi; and therefore he may he 
allow'd to take his own Advantages, Perhaps his 
Reproofs may be juſt, and 'tis my own Peeviſh. 
neſs that hinders me from diſcerning it. Howe- 
ver, I could wiſh he would henceforth expreſs 
his Reſentments with leſs Obſcurity, and not 
give me Grounds to apprehend the Loſs of hs 
Friendſhip. OP 

For, where I once love, I hate a Change. And 


if thou beeſt of the fame Mind, we two hull 


continue our Friendſhip to the other ſide of the 


Paris, 30th of the 11th Moon, 
of ihe Year 1650. 


LETTER/X. 


a 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 


tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


IF thou wilt permit me to learn ſomething from 
Husbandmen, they ſay, tis not profitable to 


plow the Fields, whoſe barren Glebe brings forth } 
nothing but Briars and Thorns, Such ate ti! 


Grounds of Paſſion and Anger among Frier cs 
Let 'em lie fallow for ever, Perhaps thou wi! 
call it Preſumption in me, to challenge ſuch a Re- 
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| of a Friend, thou wilt claim a Right to reprove 
| me, Be it how it will, Reproofs make the beſt 
| Impreſſion when they are given with Mildneſs 
and Moderation; eſpecially, they ought not to 
| be founded on a Miſtake, or falſe Apprehenſion. 
| For they appear like Arrows diſcharg'd in the 
Dark, which being Shot at random, may, by gi- 
ving an undeſery'd Wound, make an Enemy of a 
Friend, or at leaſt render a Friend ſuſpected to be 
| an Enemy. 


But I tell thee, I will not blow up the Embers 


of a Fire, whoſe Flame is cxtinguiſh'd long ago, 
and whereof by this Time, I hope there remains 
not the leaſt Smoak. I never lov'd to add Fuc! 
to ſuch Caſes : Otherwiſe, had J return'd an An- 
| fiver to thy angry Letter in the Heat of my Re- 
ſentments, I might have play'd the Incendiary : 
| For I had both Matter enough, and Paſſion ſut- 
| fcicnt to ventilate the already kindled Sparks, 
And of this I know thou art ſenſible. 


Well; to make the beſt Conſtruction of it: 


| The Haſnadar-Baſſy was aftronted, I belicye, at 
the Freedom I took in adviſing him - not know- 
| ing that 1 had poſitive Orders to do ſo, even to 
| the firſt Miniſter of State, if I ſaw Occaſion, And 
| to vent his Choler, he miſrepreſented the Bufi- 
| ncfs to thee, hoping by thy Means to ave me in- 
| to a fawning Acknowledgment of my tupppoſed 

Crime, If this was thy Intention 1n writing that 
| ſharp Letter, T ſmile at his Miſtake, but am ſor- 


ry for thine, becauſe I eſteem thee my Fricnd. 
"Twas but an Overſight in you both; and fo let 


it paſs, 


Thy Friendſhip I court, and refuſe not his, nor 


| that of any Officer of the Seraglio. I honour ail 
| the Baſſa's and Mizifters of the Imperial Port: L 


inew to every one the Reſpect that is due to his 
Quality « But I am commanded to write with 
G Freedom 
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Freedom to all, and not to ſpeak, as if J had the 
bearded Head of a Barley Stalk on my Tongue, 
which is apt to {lip down a Man's Throat, and 
threatens to choak him that ſpeaks whilſt it is in 
his Mouth. This Charge I frſl receiv'd from the 
late V/zir Azem Mahomet, and it has bcen lince 
renew'd with freſh Inſtructions from others of 
great Authority. They all tell me with much Af. 
ſurance, that one chief End of my being plac 
here is, that being out of the Limits of the 0. 
toman Empire, yet holding a conſtant Intelligence, 
T may freely, and without Fear, reprove the Vico 
and encourage the Virtues of the greateſt Gover- 
nors and Princes among the Muſſulmans. Nay, | 
am threatned with Puniſhment, and the Sus 
Diſpleaſure, if I negle& any Opportunity of thi 
Nature, or appear partial and timorous in my Re 
prehenſions, 
For it ſeems this is judged the moſt ready 
and effectual Method to reform the Corruption 
that are crept into Court, Camp and City; fince 
every Man is obliged to communicate the Letta 
which he receives from me: And they are al 
regiſtred by thy Care: Whereby the Grandoes are 
compell'd, either to live within the Limits of 
Juſtice and their Duty, or elſe to be the Diſco. 
verers cf their own Faults; which will unayoid- 
ably bring them into Diſgrace, if not the Lo 
of their Liberty and Lives; or at leaſt put them 
to the Expence of coſtly Preſents co make ther 
Attonement. And thou knoweſt ſome Men woul! 


almoſt as willingly part with their Lives as ther 


Money, which is their God. 1 
After all this, I hope thou wilt not be duſpical- 

ed if I perform my Duty. It is not for ne to 
be frighted with Menaces, or ſoftened with Bribes 
My Integrity is Proof againſt the Pride of we 
one, and Baſeneſs of the other, Yet I have great 
| CES PE f Eſteem 
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C Eſteem for the Treaſurer and thee, w ith other Mi- 
̃ niſters who ate my Friends. I could to ſerve ſuch 
| freely hazard my Liberty, Fortune, and any Thing 


YM 


but my Honour, which I value at a far higher 
Kate than my Life. 


Thou may'ſt regiſter it for a Truth, That an 
Enoliſh Ambaſſador was in the 6th Moon of this 


ear murder d by Villains in his Chamber at 
Madrid, the Capitol City of Spain, There has been 
; alſo a great Battle fought in Scotland, between 
be Army of that Nation, who maintain their 


King's Intereft, and the Forces of the new Eng- 


i Commonwealth ; wherein the latter obtain'd 2 


tional Victory, having kill'd three thouſand on 


| the Spot, taken nine thouſand Priſoners, fiftecu 
| thouſand Arms, two hundred Enſi igns, and ait 
N their Cannon a nd Baggage. Theſe are proſpe- 
| r0Us Beginnings of that Republick, and redound 
much to the Honour of the Engliſh General Oliver, 
hom every body cxtols for a gallant Man. And 


can affure thee the V. ern Nations are not bar- 


ren of Heroes. 


Principal Scribe of the Muſſulmans, I wiſh thy 


Heart may be a FRAN of the veft Copies 


| Paris 5 of the 12th Moon, 


the Year 1 55 Go 


G LE T. 
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LETTER XI. 


To Solyman Aga, Principal Chamber. 
lain of the Womens Apartments in the 
Scragllo, 8 


HES E Tartars, of whom I ſpeak to the: 

in my laſt, are a ſtrange fort of People i 

their Manner of Life But we muſt not cenſure 
em, becauſe we are of Kin. I ſpeak not of ny 
ſelf; for though I am an Arab, yet the greateſ 
Part of thoſe who ſerve in the Armies of the 
Grand Seignior, are deſcended from the Cyims. | 
mean the Spabis and 7imariots, Thou know'it 
the Originals of the Military Orders, and that tha 
are more honourable than the Faniz ries ; who, 
being Strangers by Blood, are brought up to tic 
Lure of the Seraglio. They know neither Father 
nor Mother, (I ſpeak to the Tributary Youths,) 
nor have they any partial Fondneſs for their Na. 
rive Country. They are educated in a perfect Re- 
ſignation to the Grand Seignior, and his chief A. 
nifters ; yet often diſobey both, and not ſeldom pu: 
em in Hazard of their Lives How many / 
have been facrificed to a cunning Fanizar-Aea 
who, to prevent his own Ruin, has tempted thc 
under his Command to mutiny, and accept of nv 
Atonement for their pretended Grievances, dez 
than the Life of the firſt Deputy * The nga Tate 
of Sultan Oſman, Uncle to our preſent Sovereign, 
will not be4orgot by thoſe who love rhe O 
Family better than theſe haſftard Hectors. Shall tle 
Empire of true Believers be ruin'd by the Hen 
gades * Beſides, their Diſcipline is extreme] co,. 
rupted ; they marry, and follow Mechanch Trav, 
repugnant to the auſtere Manners of the prom 


40 
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| nitive Guards, who are wholly attentive to Mar- 
nal Exerciſes. 5-4 Met 50 
> Were this to come to the Hands of a Janixary, 
| te would curſe me to the Pains which have nei- 
ther Medium nor End. Yet I had once a Friend 
ofthat Order, Caſſim Hali, the chief Aga, a brave 
Man, and of the ſame Sentiments as my ſelf: 
| He ſought to reform that diſorderly Militia, but 
| was oppos d by the wiſe Men in Power. He wou'd 
| freely have ſacrificed his own Grandeur and Intereſt 
| for the Good of the Muſſulman Empire; but 
E was over-aw'd by thoſe who had no other Intereſt 
but in its Ruin. | 5 | 
| Thou know*ſt who I mean. Neither am I a 
| Stranger to the heroick Bravery of the faithful 
| Solyman, when he bearded the Boftangi Aga on 
| that Account, That Gardiner was of the Faction, 
being the Son of a Fanizary, and train'd up in all 
| the Practices of the Seditious. It makes me aſhanꝭ d 
| when J hear the [nfidels vpbraid the Miſeſt ot the 
| Wiſe, the ſupreme Monarch on Earth with Folly, 
| for perantt ing this inſolent and mutinous Soldier 
to continue in the Empire. And I tremble to 
| think, that one tinie or other the renown'd Off- 
| /oring of Ertogriel will owe its Ruin and Cataſtro- 
he to theſe dilioyal Vipers, whom he cherithes in 
| the Seraglio. | NEE 

Much more aflurd is the French King of his 


| Guaras of owitzers ; whole Fidelity was never 
"WH {i'd with the leaſt intarnous Brand of Perfidiouſ- 
a es, in taking up Arms againſt their Maſter, whoſe 
wy Bread they eat. Theic are mercenary Soldiers, who 
' Wh travel our of their Native Country to ſerve Foreig u 
„baus, and will ſhed the laſt Drop of their Blood 
1 | rather than betray their Truſt. Therefore they are 


admitted into the Palaces, and nigh the Bed- 
| Chimbers of the Pope and the King of France, 
WH "i full Confidence of their Valour and Integrity, 
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As for their Country, it is barren and poo? 
conſiſting chiefly of Rocks and Deſarts; which 
occaſions the Youth, who are generally very 
ſtrong and hardy, to ſeek their Subfiſtence abroad, 
by ſerving in the Guards and Armies of neigh- 
bouring Monarchs and States, : 
Some Regiments of the Sevitters now ſerve in 
the Wars of Candy, under the Standard of Venice. 
There are Veſſels arriv'd lately in ſome of the 
French Harbours, which bring News of the 
Succeſs of our Arms in the Siege of Candia, the 
chief City of that land. They talk, as if above 
two thouſand Muſſulmans were blown up in the 
ninth Moon; and that Chuſaein Baſſa, diſcourag d 
by this Loſs, and with the Inconveniences of the 
approaching Winter, was forc d to raiſe the Siege 
in the Moon of October. | | 
The French magnify the Valour of the Knights 
of Malta, who ſignaliz d themſelves by nu 
brave Actions during this Siege: And if all be 
true that is related of theſe Chriſtian Champion, 
we cannot in common Juſtice deny em their due 
Character, and number ſome of them at leait 
among the Heroes. fs: 
Otherwiſe, we ſhou'd come ſhort of theſe 
Meſtern Nagarenes in Generoſity, who, with 10 
leſs honourable Expreſſions, extol the repeated Con- 


rage and invincible Conſtancy of the 1lluſirio.s 


Cbuſaein, and the Alacrity of all the Mu ſſulman 
Soldiers in the Service of our great Maſter. 
ret they cannot forbear reflecting on the Cow- 
ardice of the Faxizaries ; who, after that fatal 
Blow, had they ſtoutly maintain'd their other 
Poſts, that brave Baſſa wou'd not ſo ſoon have 
quitted the Siege of this important Place, 

Ass for other News I have little to acquaint 


thee with, fave a ſeeming Calm at preſent in che 


Kingdom of France, which has for the oreatcit 
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F Part of the Year, been harraſs'd with Civil Dif- 


cords and Slaughter. Bourdeaux, the chief City 
which held out againſt the King, is now reduc'd 


to Obedience, the pacify'd Monarch retired, and 
| there is now Appearance of Peace. 
The Queen of Sweden, we hear, was ſolemnly 


crown'd in the tenth Moon of the laſt Year, having 


| declared for her Succeſſor Carolus Guſtavus, 


Prince PaJatine, and her Couſin. 
In the ſame Moon died the Prince of Orange; 


| and ſoon after the Count d'Avoux, a French 


Grandee, and Miniſter of State. 

In the mean time I rejoice to hear, that my old 
Friends are alive and flouriſhing ; and that the 
Knot is not looſened which was tied in our Yoxuth, 
May it continue firm to the Day of the Earth- 
quake, and to a Term unlimited. 


Paris, 29th of the 1ſt Moon, ) 
of the Year 1651. 
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LETTER XIL 


70 Kiſur Darmelec, Secretary of the 
Nazarene Affairs at the Port. 


N the Name of God and his Prophet, what 


Occaſion hadſt thou to ſend me ſuch an angry 


Letter; thou art thy ſelf but a Slave, as I 


am, co the Slaves of him whoſe Throne is above 
the Flight of the Eagle! Doſt thou think to 


lighten Mahmut into ſordid Compliance with 
thy Ambition, whom nothing can terrify, ſa 
long as he preſerves himſelf free from any Stain 
of Diſloyaltyz I tell thee I'm another Achilles, 


vulncrable all over, fave the Soles of my Feet, 


94 Wich 
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which are the Emblems of our moſt tender Af-#;. 
ons. There thou may'ſt wound me with the ſoft 
Arrows of pretended Prienaſhip But if once 
thou rel with the naked Face of an Enemy, 
I'm preſently on my Guard. | 
Thou accuſeſt me of many Crimes whercaf 
] was never guilty, loadeſt me with a Thouſaud 
undeſerved Reproaches, and ail to vent thy Cha- 
ler: Threatning me with Revenge, becauſe ! 
once excus'd the Lateneſs of my Addreſs to AH. 
2im Aluph Baſſa, then newly veſted by our Hun 
ficent Sultan, by laying the Blame on the Badnetg 
of the Ways, or the Inſolence of Soldiers, by 
whom the Poſts are often intercepted in Time of 
War: Or, in fine, on thy Neglect in not ſupy]y- 
ing me with more early Intelligence. Whercin 
*tis eaſy to diſcern, that thou wert the lat! 
wou'd accuſe to that Minifter, though thou wet: 
_ principally in the Fault. For I was afterwards 1i- 
form'd, That the Poſts were neither retarded by 
any impaſſable Roads, or ſtop d by the Orders of 
military Men, but arriv'd here at there accuſtontd 
Seaſons. Wherefore thou haſt no Reaſon to be 
oftended at me, unleſs it be for the Short: 
of my Accuſation, and that it was defective in 
Malice. | 

Thou would'ſt take it ill, if in my own Deſcnce 
J ſhould complain to the Vizir Azem of thy fle- 
quent Neglects in this kind, But I ſcorn to vin- 
dicate my ſelf at the Price of another Man's 
Diſgrace and Peril, Only I adviſe thee to 
forbear Threatning. It is a Reflection on thy 
Prudence to menace a Man who has. no other 
Reſentments of thy Paſſion, than to own binſcif 
oblig d to thee for ſo open a Diſcovery of it. 

Would'ſt have the very Spleen of my Humour 
1 ſmile at thee. Thou has made me as jocund a 
Democritus. If thou know'ſt not how I means 

75 e he, 
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he was a pleaſant ſort of a Philoſopher, to whom 
all human Actions were Objects of Mirth. There 
was another whining Sage that perpetually wept. 
The moſt comical Paſſages, and ſuch as mov'd 
all Men to Laughter, drew Floods of Tears from 
his Eyes: His Name was Heraclitus. It is hard 
to determine which of theſe two was in the right. 
But I think I am not much in the wrong to be a 
little pleaſant with thee : Perhaps it may put thee 
into a better Humour. However, I would not 
have thee diſpleaſed with thy ſelf for being of ſo 
peeviſh a Diſpoſition. *Tis obſerv'd, That paſſio- 
nate Menare always beſt natur'd, and free from ſe. 
cret Malice, Choler is as neceſſary as our Blood: 
Without the latter we cou'd not live; and if we 
were void of the former, our Lives wou'd be as 


unattive as that of Snails and Oyſters: We ſhould 


be abſolutely Drones, | 
Hippocrates, the famous Phyſician, ſays, 'This 
Complexion is the moſt noble of all the four, trani- 
forming Men to Heroes, and refining our earth. 
Mould, in a Conſtitution like that of the immortal 
Gods ; whoſe Bodies, according to the Poets, con- 
ſiſt wholly of an ethereal Flame. Ez 
ITberefore be not diſcouraged, neither repine 
at a Temper which ranks thee among thoſe to 
whom Sacrifices are made. On the other ſide, 
take 1t not amiſs from Mahmut, if he tells thee, 
he has not Devotion enough to become thy volun- 
tary Victim. | 
Yer if I cannot be fo obſequious as to throw 
my ſelf away by acknowledging Crimes wheraun 
I was never concerned, and for which I have a 


natural Abhorrence ; . reſt ſatisfy'd at leaſt, That 1 


will ſerve thee as far as I can, without entrenching 
on the Duty I owe to the Grand Seignior. And 
be aſſur d, I will do thee no Harm, ſo long as 


thou obſeryelt that Rule, 
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In fine, I adviſe thee to order thy Steps like a 
Man that is walking in the Bags of Egypt, where 
if he obſerve the 7rack of thoſe who have gone 
| before him, he may be fafe ; but if his Foot ſity: 

he finks in the Hire, Such is the Life of Cour. 


tiers. 


Paris, 18th of the 2d Moon 
of the Tear, 1651. 


LETTER XI. 
To Minezim Aluph, Baſſa. 


IN the Beginning of the laſt Year I ſent thee 

a Diſpatch, wherein I acquainted thee with the 
Impriſonment of three Princes of the Royal Blood 
of France ; now thou ſhalt receive the News of 
their Liberty, ” 

They were releas'd by an Order from the King 
on the 13th Day of this Moon, and arrived in this 
City on the 16th, which was Yeſterday, attended 
by a numerous Cavalcaae, conſiſting of ſome 
Princes, divers of the Nobility and Gentry, and 
one would think, of half the Citizens of Paris, 
Even thoſe who triumph'd laſt Year, and made 
Bonfires for their Confinement, Yeſterday throng'd 
out of the City to welcome them Home with 
Acclamations of Joy, and to congratulate their 
Releaſe, So fickle and inconſtant a Thing is the 
Multitude, driven hither and thither with every 
artificial Declaration of Stateſmen, or Pretence of 
Faction. e oe i, 


"Ya 
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But there were divers Princes and Noblemen, 
who, from the firſt Hour of their being ſeiz d, re- 
ſolved not to leave a Stone unturn'd to procure: 
their Freedom, The Grandees that were their 
Friends, retir d to their Governments, and rais d 


Rebellions in the Provinces. All the Kingdom was 


harraſs'd with Civil Wars, The Parliaments de- 
creed againſt the Court; and there wanted not 
Cabals of ſeditious Courtiers, even in the Palace 


of the King, to undermine the Royal Authority; 
which the Cardinal Miniſter thought to eſtabliſn, 
by the Impriſonment of the Princes. In all Places 


the Kings Intereſt ran retrograde. 
Thou wilt not wonder at this when thou ſhalt 


know, that the Princes of France are not Slaves to 
the King, like the Baſſa's of the moſt ſerene Em- 


pire, who owe all their Greatneſs to the ſole 
Favour of our munificent Sultans. Theſe Princes 
enjoy all that and more by Inheritance, which 
our Grandees acquire only by their Merits, and 
the Smiles of their Sovereign. Hence it is, that 


their Intereſt is rivetted in the Hearts of the Peo- 


ple, who revere the Blood Royal, in whatſoever 
Chanel it runs. N 


Therefore thinking Men blame the Cardinabs 


Conduct in this Afar ; ſaying, there was net. 
the Juſtice or Policy in it. Indeed, if a Man's 


Wit is to be meaſur'd by the Succeſs of his Con- 
trivances, the Cenſure of theſe People is true; 
for the Cardinal ſeems to have made a 'Trap for 


himſelf. Fo | | 
As ſoon. as he perceiv'd the King was prevaild 


on by the Importunity of his Uncle, the Duke of 
Orleans, and the Parliament of Paris, to releaſe 
the Princes, and that they had at the ſame time 
earneſtly begg'd of him, that this Miniſter might 


be removed from the Court; he ſuddenly pack'd 
up his Moveables, and withdrew privately - 


towards 


| 
j 
i 


the Diſpleaſure of ſeeing himſeif compell'd to 
depart by an Arreſt of Parliament, which was 
publiſh'd within two Days after he was gone; 
commanding him to depart the Kingdom within 
fifteen Days. 8 

The wiſe Miniſter foreſaw this Diſgrace ap- 
proaching, and therefore thought it more be— 
coming his Honour to depart of his own Accord : 
Having ſtill the Advantage to reproach the State 
with Ingratitude, in that they have reduced to ſuch 
Streights, the Man by whoſe auſpicious Conduct, 
France has been elevated to an extraordinary 
Grandeur in Europe. | | 

By this thou may'ſt comprehend, illuſtrious 
_ Baſſo, that there's no Stability in human Greatneſs; 
but that the Wheels of a Courtier's Lite, run thro 
»nequal Tracks, often ſticking in the Mire of the 
Valley, and not ſeldom threateung to — I 
; e : Ali 
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this, or heard any News of thee. It ſeems thou 
haſt travell'd a great Part of the Earth during that 
time. 

Twas kindly done of thee, to remember thy 


lick Uncle's Requeſt when thou wert at Aleppo in 


making Oblations for his Health to Sheigh Boubac 
the Santone; and diſtributing Corban to the Poor, 
in Honour of Sytana if. 

Thou haſt ſent me a large and ſatisfactory Ac- 


count of thy Obſervations in Aſia: Vet I am ſorrry 


thou hadſt not time to penetrate into the Religion 
and Secrets of the Indian Bramins, I am more 


ambitious to pry into the Miſdom and Learning of 


thoſe Philoſophers, than into any other Species of 
Knowledge whatſoever. Methinks tis pity the 


Records of ſo vaſt an Antiquity ſhould be con- 


ceald from the re of the World, and only 
| RE ds known 


wot, — — 
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towards the Place where the Princes were con- 
find: Hoping, that though he had loſt his firſt 
Point; yet he might make an indifferent Aſter- 
Game, by going in Perſon to the Royal Priſoners, 
and affurmg them, *rwas to him they ow'd their 
Releaſe; 5 nce it was in his Power to carry them 
away with bim, as alſo thoſe who brought them, 
the King's Mandate!” For he travell'd not without 
a conſiderable Guard. 
Tis faid the Princes reeeiv'd him with ſetm- 
ing Complements and Addreſſes of Civility ; pro- 
their Friendſhip to the Cardinal, now a 
voluntary Exile, and in a worſe Condition than 
themlelyes. e 

It is very range that fo oreat a Miniſter," WhO 
Mitri all that abſolute Power Which his Prede- 
reſſor Richlieu had at this Court, ſhould thus on a 
ſudden abandon His Fortune. But it is thought he 
I not gone to pick Straws. 

However, he has by this timely Flight, avoided 
the Diſpleaſure of ſeeing © himſeif compell'd to 
depart by an Arreſt of Parliament, which was 
publiſn'd within" two Days after he was gone; 

' commanding him to pore the horny, e within 

fifteen” Days. (7 Spe $30) 
© The 'wiſe- « Miniſter foreſaw this Diſgrace ap- 
proaching, and therefore thought it more be- 
coming his Honour to depart of his own Accord: 
Having ſtul the Advantage to reproach the State 
with Ingratitude, in that they have reduced to ſuch 
Streights, the Man by whoſe auſpicious Conduct, 
France has been elevated to an extraordinary 

Grandeur: in Europe. 

By this thou may'ſt evmpretiend, inuſtrious 
Baſſe, that there's no Stability in human Greatneſs; 
but that the heels of a Courtier's Life, run thro? 
nnequal Tracks, often ſticking in the Mire of the 
Valtey,” and not ſeldom e to overthrow a 


Man 
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Man, and caſt him headlong' from the Precipice 
of a Mountain. © Agiinſt theſe inconſt ant Turns 
of Forthine, T adviſe thee tòõ be arm'd with Moder a: 
tion; > ; fi ace no Man can avoid his 21 


Pari is, rath of the 3d Moon, 
of the Lear, 1651. e rtgt 4 Ji 
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2 lou, tis Kinſman at F. ere. 


1 5 oh to hear thou art alive. Thy Letter 
came in a good Hour; ſor I bear a true Aﬀe- 
ction to thoſe = my Blood, and have been parti- 
cularly anxious for thee theſe, many ears. The 
Sun has vine times meaſurł d the twelve Signs of 
the Zodzack, ſince I received thy laſt Letter. before 
this, or heard any News of thee. It ſeems thou 
haſt travell'd a great Part of the Earth during that 
time. 
Tas kindly done of thee, to remember thy 
kick Uncle's Requeſt when thou wert at Aleppo in 
making Oblations for his Health to Sheigh Boubac 
the Santone; and diſtributing Corban to the Poor, 
in Honour of Syt ana Fiſſa. _ 

Thou haſt % ent me a large and ſatisfactory Ac- 
count of thy Obſervations i in WT ia: Yet lam ſorr 
thou hadſt not time to penetrate into the Religion 
and Secrets of the Indian Bramins. I am more 
ambitious to. pry into the Wiſdom and Learning of 
thoſe Philoſophers, than into any other Species of 
Knowledge whatſoever. Methinks tis pity the 
Records of ſo vaſt an a ſnould be con- 

. from the "et of. the 5 fog, and e 
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= / known. to. thoſe happy Prieſts. I proteſt tis im- 
7 ; £L poſſible for me to . of . But 
1 perhaps it is the Will of Heaven to lock up thoſe 
My ſteries in the remoteſt Provinces of the Eaſt, as 
a Reward of their Conſtancy, in adhering to the 
Traditions of their Father, which know no Ori- 
gin; and as a Reproach'to all other Nations, who, 
in Matters of Religion, have been mutable as the 
I have convers d with ſeveral Jeſuits and others, 
who have been in the Indies; but they ſeem to 
relate all Things partially, out of a natural Aver- 
ſion for the Manners of the Eaſt; and I knew not 
how to diſprove em, till thy Brother Peſtelibali 
undeceived me. He has alſo viſited thoſe Parts, 
and reſided a conſiderable Time in China: It is, 
a difficult Thing for a Traveller to keep himſelf 
within the Bounds of Truth in his Relations; 
but J believe he has not exceeded. Thy Four- 
nal touches but lightly the Indian Affairs, not 
having Leiſure, as thou telleſt me, to obſerve much. 
However, thou haſt made Amends in thy Re. 
lations of Perſia, Tartary, and the Land of the 
Curds. | ET 
I depend much on thy Promiſe of ſending me a 
Fournal of thy Travels in Africk. To that Quar- 
ter of the World I am much a Stranger, not have- 
ing met with any authentick Relation of the Re- 
gions of the Soutb. | . 
It ſeems thou has been in Ethiopia, Libya, 
Saybt; and in fine, all over the Torrid Zone. 
Hiftorians tell wonderful things of theſe Parts; 
Herodotus mentions ſort of People in Africa,whoſe 
Bodies were more yenemous than Serpents, Theſe 
affronted once at the Winds for driving the Sand, 
of Libya, int their Country, and filling up all their 
Wells and Streams, enter d into a War againli 
the Kingdom of Refs; but che South find mer 
7 — 
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em in their Mareh, and-bury'd em under Moun- 
tains of Da. INA 


I do not repreſent this to thee as a Truth, tho 


related by that learn'd-Grecian. Thou may ſt repute 
it for a Fable, as do, but let this Paſſage be a Hint 
that I expect from thee none but ſolid Remarks. 

It would pleaſe me to be aſſured of one thing, 
which perhaps thou haſt heard of when thou waſt 
in Barbary. Very credible Authors report, that 

when the Phenicians were expell'd by the Iſrae- 
lites, and driven into this Corner of Africk, they 


ſet up two Pillars of Marble, whereon they en- 
ons theſe Words, as a laſting Monument of their 


pulfion, WE ARE A REMNANT OF THOSE, 
WHO ELED FROM. THE FAck of FOSHU A, 
THE RonBER, THE. Son OE NUN, 


Fhe firſt Invention of Ships is by ſome aſcrib'd 


to theſe People, whom Neceſſity taught to ſeek 
Reſt on the unquiet Ocean; ſince the more tur- 
bulent Sons of Facob would not permit them to 
enjoy any Repoſe on the Land, having harraſs d 


em from one place to another, till at length they 


drove em to the very Borders of the Earth. But 


thou knowelt, the Chineſe. pretend to the Uſe of a 


Ships many thouſand, Years before this Depreda- 
tion of the. Tſraelites. Every Nation aims to be 
clteem'd the moſt ancient. And when there was 
formerly. a Difpute. between the Egyptians and 
Scythians on this Point, 'twas-' adjuſted in Fayour 
of the latter. But the Chronologies of the Chineſe 
and Indians far exceed all others in the World: 
For they ſeem to outſtrip Time itſelf in Antiquity; 
at leaſt, they tranſcend the common Date of the 
World's Creation, © TD 


I have heard a Traveller aſſert, that as he was 


journeying through the :Deſarts of Libya, he diſ- | 


cover ꝗ an Altar of Stone, with this Indcription on 


It, 


* 
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it, in Grecian Characters, I .POLYSTRAT US 
oF ATHENS, nave CONSECRATED This 
Allr An, TO'AEL THAT 18 Go IN HEAVEN; 
AND I TAT ALL BE Ur ONE, As $0Mt 
SAY, MAY THAT ONE accger My Vows. 
l deſire thee to inform me, whether thou haſt 
ever ſeen or heard of ſuch an Altar, when thou 
wert in thoſe Paris. Lou Travellerr muſt expect 
this kind of Trouble flom your Friends: Every 
body is naturally inquiſitive, and deſirous of 
K noculedgeeee. un en EAS 
Iwill be acceptable alſo to ſend me an Abſeract 
of the preſent State of Fex. I ſhould be glad to 
hear of the Health of Abel Melec Muli Omar, the 
Superior of the magnificent College in that City, 
built by A] Habu Ennor, King of the Country. 
They ſay, it coſt him Two hundred and forty thou- 
B (431000077 rater iter ogg 07 
is added, that in Fez there is a Moſque near 
half a Teague in Circuit; in which are as many 
Gates as there be Days in the Revolution of a Moon. 
And that the Number of the Pillars which ſup- 
port it, is equal to the Year of the Hegira where. 
in it was founded; being encompaſſed alſo by 
ſeventeen high Adinarets, beſides innumerable 
Domes and Terraſſes; having alſo 900 Lamps burn- 
ing in it by Night, and 36 Windows to let in the 
Light of the Day. The Revenue of this famous 
Moſque is ſaid to be 3650 Zequins a Year. They 
relate many other things of Fez, and the Provinces 
belonging to it. Of all which I defire thee to 
ſend me a diſtinſt Account. 
I had almoſt forgot one Paſſage, which I have 
read in the Ancients, concerning a certain ſubtle 
African, whoſe Name was Pſaphon.' This Man 
had tr ain d up a Parrot, to repeat very frequently 
- theſe Words, Pſaphon is a great God. 1 
gl | 
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Bird had perfectly learn'd his; Leſſon, he let it 

looſe; which being accuſtomed to a Domeſtick 
Life in a Cage, fled not preſently to the Fields, 
but pearch'd on the Temple of the Town, where it 
was heard by the People to utter the aforeſaid Sen- 
tence aloud, and very often. They, ignorant of 
the Quality of Parrots, and led with native Super- 
ſtition, eſteem'd it an Oracle from Heaven. Where- 
fore, immediately flocking to the Houſe of P/aphon, 
they offer d Sacrifice. to him, and in all Reſpects 
treated him as a Divinity, xx. 
Whether this Story be true or no, tis certain, 
Idolatry had no better Foundation than ' Artifice 
and Lies: Unleſs we ſhall conciude with the Poet, 
That Fear made the firſt Gods in the World, Cou- 
fin, let there be a frequent Intercourſe between us. 

It will be profitable to thee and me. 


Paris, 5th of the 4#h Moon, 
of the Year 1651. 


. 
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LETTER XV. 
To Kerker Haſſan Baſſa. 


238 a Cuſtom in the Court of Rome, That 

every Nation of the Weſt has a Protector 
among the Cardinals there, who are Princes of 
the Roman Church. Such I eſteem thee, in the 


moſt exalted Court of the Eat, 
3 Arabia gave thee thy firſt Breath: But thy own 
WH Merits have lifted thee up to the Dignity of a 
7 | Baſſa, a Prince of the Ottoman Empire, whoſe 


- | Limits far exceed thoſe of the Modern, or even of 


. 


— 
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'Tis from hence our, Countrymen addreſs to 


thee, as to their Patron, uſing thy Power and 


Mediation with the Grand Seignior in al their Ne- 
r e ee e 
Among the reſt, wonder not that the humbleſt 
of thy Slaves, Mahmut, the Son of thy Father's 
Neighbour, falls at thy Feet in a Time of great 


Diſtreſs, in the Agonies of his Spirit, the Hazard 


of his Fortune, and Peril of his Honour, which he 
values more than his Life. 1 

I complain not of the many repeated Abuſes 
and Contempts I have received from ſome in the 
Seraglio, to whom it belongs not to meddle with 
Things out of their Sphere, much leſs to diſcourage 
the faithful Agents and Miftoners of the Grand 
Seipnior, Yet the Perſecutions I have felt from 


their Hands are ſuch, as would drive another Man, 


* 


A . e 
They have vilify'd all my Conduct in this Sta- 
tion; reproach d my beſt Actions with the odious 
Character of Imprudence and Diſlcyalty ; and miſ- 
repreſented the ſmalleſt Peccadillbes, (for which al- 
_ fo Il have the AMAuftis Diſpenſation) under the ig- 
nominious Title of Infidelity and Atheiſm. In a 
Word, they thirſt after my Blood : Nothing will 
ſatisfy their greedy Malice, but my. Life. 

I never was afraid to die, fince I perſectly un- 
derſtood what it is to ye, Nor can I be fond of 
protracting my Breath, when my Great Maſter ſhall 


leſs patient of Injuries, either to Revenge or De- 


pleaſe to call for a Surrender of it, for whoſe Ser- 


vice only it was given me. But it would render 
the Scene of my Death tragical, and ſtrew my Paſ- 
ſage into the ot her World with Thorns, to be ſent 


out of this, under the Notion of a Traytor, who 


have acted my Part without a real Blemiſh, 
. tkings,, that learned Tutor of the Royal Pages, 
was the firſt that broach'd this Ennuty againſt 


me 


» Sees. Mona as ae > oe ae anos ces” Cote ans es 


„ 


me; (for I have forgot the Prevarications of Sha" 
foim Iſt ham, the black-Eunuch, ſince the time he 
acknowledg'd his Fault with much Candour and 
Ingenuity) Twas that Athenian Sophift, who de- 
bauch d the Integrity of my Couſin Solyman; and 
perſuaded the unwary Youth to enter into a Con- 
ſpiraey againſt his Uncle. But I reprehended 
my Kinſman's Folly in one Letter; and his An- 
ſwer, though late, convincd me, that he was 
not guilty of Malice, ſo much as of Raſnneſs and 
Credubty, I was extremely oblig d to the Kai- 
mac bam for his Benignity and Friendſhip in this 
Aﬀair, The good old Miniſter had a real Kindneſs 
tor me, and took no. ſmall Pains to penetrate into 
the Cauſes of my Couſins eager Paſſion and Malice 
againſt me. At length he found it to be only 
the Practices of Ikings, who took Advantage of 


_ Solyman's Temper, equally loyal and flexible, in · 


fnuated into his youthful | Mind monſtrous 
ldea's of we; and, in fine, ſet him a-railing as 
me with a; fierce; kind of Liberty where-ever he 
came. 'The wiſe Baſſa ſoon open'd my Kinſman's 


Eyes, brought him to his Senſe 3 and the Iſſue | 


of all was, That Solyman writ me a Letter of 
| But ſince this, the Mafter of the Pages has laid 
new Trains for me, and drawn a great many 

more to his Party. He has corrupted Myftapha 
Guiy, an Eunuc h, and Page to the old Queen ; 
with whom I once held a Correſpondence, and, as 
I thought, had contracted: a Familiarity and Friend- 
tp; — it ſeems, it was only an Appearance, 


without Reality. I could give thee a long Liſt of 


thoſe, whom this Academick has taught to {lander 
Mahmut; but I will not appear ſo revengetul : 
Heſides, this is not the only Grievance of which 


_ VVV 
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Shall 1 remonſtrate to thee, moſt excellent and 
ſerene Baſſa, the true Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs? 
T' am weary of living among Ide. Favour me 
with thy Aſſiſtance and Interceſſton, that I may 
| haye leave to retire from this Place, and vindi- 
cate my ſelf before the Faces of my Enemies. 
And having had that Honour, rendring alſo a juſt | 
Account of the Affairs wherewith I am entruſted, 
I may viſit my Native Country, and ſpend the 
Reſidue of my Days in Arabia, the Scene of all 
our Prophets great Actions, the Place where 1 
firſt drew my Breath. I languiſh for the Aroma- 
tick Air of Aumoim, the Chryſtal Fountain, and 
cooler Shades of that happy Province; I long to 
ſee the Groves which encompaſs the Village of my 
Nativity, the Turrets of thy Father's Houſe, and 
the Moſque of Haſen the Prophet ; for tho 1 
took no Notice of theſe things in my Infancy, yet 
having once ſeen em in my riper Years, when 1 
was able to make more laſting Reflections, I ſhall | 
3 forget theſe delightful Objects ſo long as 1 
We eren i 1 2 7 X14 
If this be an Infirmity, pardon it, illuſtrious 
Arab, ſince it is natural to all Men. Thou, thy 
ſelf, haſt enjoy'd the Pleaſure of reviſiting that 
ſweet Region: Pity Mahmut, who burns with 
Deſire to taſte the fame, 727 5! nn 
Or if this ſhall be thought too great an Indul- 
gence to the poor exiFd Mahmut, yet it will be 
eaſy for thee, who art a Favourite, to obtain of 
the Grand Seignior, that J may at leaſt be recall'd 
from this Employment, and ſome body elſe ſubſti- 
tuted in my Place. There are thoſe among my Ene- 
mies who are ambitious of the Fatigue; and Ixingi, 
my old Friend, would exchange all the Honours he 
is poſſeſs d of in the Seraglio for this obſcure, yet 
hazardous Poſt. Tis Pity but ſuch a Man's Thirſt 
of Perils ſnould be gratif d. ; 


But 
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But if after all that I have ſaid, my 8 
ſhall think it expedient.to continue me herc, I a 
reſign'd ; only defiring, That from hence forch 
my dlanderers may be ſuſpected, as Men ill affected 
to the ſublime Port, for traducing a Man that 
has waded through a Thouſand Dithculties, Tempta- 
tions and. Perils ; and ſerv'd the Ottoman e 
in this Station Fourteen Years, without making 
falſe Step, or tranſgroſing "the lealt Point of his 
Inſtructions. 

I hear that Chuſaein Baſſais made Pigir Azem. 
The French have a very great Opinion of his Va- 
Jour. They are generally impartial Criticks in 
Martial Affairs, Icornung to deny a brave wy | 
his due Character. 

We are at preſent barren of other News, ſave 
a new Arreſt of Parliament againſt Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, and all his Kindred and Creatures; whereby 
they are declat'd Enemies of the State, and charg'd 
with a large Catalogue of ie whercof per- 
haps they Were never guilty. 

Here are alſo ſome flying Reports of the Car- 
dinal's Death; who, ſay they, has poyſon'd him- 
ſelf for Grief of his ill Succeſs in this Court: But 
eſteem this only as the Froth of his Enemies Ma- 
lice, who really with him dead; and, to diſcou- 
rage his Friends, give it out that he 1s 10 | 

_ Serene Baſſa, commit my Affairs to thy pro- 
tection; beſeeching thee, to do the Othce of a 
Countryman and a Friend, to the Bette d for 
Gop. 


Paris 26th of the 5th Moon 
, the Tear 1661. 
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To Chuſacin Baſſa, he Magnanimous 
Vizir Azem, and Invincible General 
of the Ottoman Forces in Candia. 


Am not much above forty three Years Old, 
yet have ſeen great Changes in the World, 
mighty Revolutions in Kingdoms. and States, and 
the Death of many Sovereign Monarchs, illuſtri- 
ous Generals, and wiſe Stateſmen. Doubrlcls, 
all ſub/unary things are ſubject to Viciſſitude. 


There appears nothing conſtant and ſettled, but 


the Heavens and Stars: They indeed perſevere 
in their immutable Courſes, never change their 
Orb, nor ſtart from their eternal Poſts. The Sun 
.riſes and ſets at bis accuſtom'd Hours; and the 
Moon exactly obſerves the determin'd Periods of 


her Encreaſe and Wane : Theſe vary only as the 


Seaſons of the Tear, with exquiſite Regularity and 
conſtant Returns. e 
But here below, there is an umverſal Tranſm: - 


* 


gration and Metempſychoſis of States, and Forms 


of Things; a perpetual Flux and Reflux of human 


Events. Men dye hourly, and others are hourly | 


born to ſupply their Places. One Age treads cloſe 
upon the Heels of another. And we, who live 
at preſent, as we walk in the Steps' of our Fathers, 
ſo ſhall we follow them down to the Grave, where 
our Fleſh, by a new Metamorphoſis, ſhall be turn'd 
into the Bodies of Worms, Inſects, and Serpents ; 
and what ſhall become of our Souls is uncer- 
ain. e N 
I was born in the Reign of Sultan Achmet, from 
whom our preſent Sovereign is the ſixth Emperor, 
That has aſcended the glorious Throne of the Otto. 


ws . 1 F 1 


% a 
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mans. May God grant him a long Life, and a 
Series of Years ble? d with a continual Health, and 
Victory over his Enemies. I pray Heaven alſo 
to perpetuate thy new Office to the laſt Period of 
the Sultans Life; and in wiſhing this, I fay all 
that can be expected. e , A PSS, 
But when I reflect on the frequent and bloody 
 Tragedies that have been acted in the Seraglio ſince 
I can remember; and the many Sacriices that have 
been made of Sultans, Vitzters, 87 and princi. 
pal Minifters of State, beſides the Maſſacres and 
Butcheries of meaner Perſons, it makes me Me- 
lancholy amidſt the Joys I conceive for thy late 
Exaltation ; and fills me with Fears lealt my Good 
Wiſhes to the Grand Seignior and thee, who art 


his Right hand, ſhould by ſome ſiniſter Decree 


of Fate, be almoſt as ſoon diſannull'd as pro- 
nounc d. I pray Heaven avert my melancholy 
Preſages. | 


The Death of the old Queen (the News of 


which is lately arriv'd.at this Court) does but revive 
and encreaſe my Apprehenſion of greater Tragedies 


to come, becauſe one Act of Cruelty ſtill p]. 


pagates another: Revenge is prolifick, and Miſ- 
chief is never at à ſtand. Tis true indeed, as it 
is not decent to inſult o'er the Aſhes of illaſtrious 
Perſons; ſo neither has a loyal Muſſulman any 
8 Reaſon to mourn for the Fall of a Woman, 
by whoſe Connivance her Roya Son, and our late 
Great Maſter Sultan Ibrahim, fell a Sacrifice to 
the Mufti's Indignation. *Twas an unnatural Part 
in a Mother: And we may ſay, the divine Fuftice 
has overtaken her, in making her Grandſon ſign the 
Warrant for her Death, with the Conſent of that 


very Mufti, at whoſe Inftigation ſhe had conſented 


to the Murder of his Father. 

Vet, after al, may ſhe not have left behind her 

à Party in the Seraglio, or at leaſt in the mw 
| | WO 
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! 

who wall ſtudy to revenge her Fall; or, how- 

ever, do ſome Miſchief to prevent their own ? 1 

Let me not ſeem to contradict my own Argu- r 

ments, and whilſt I plead againſt Revenge and Cru- J 

_ elty, appear an Advocate for thoſe inhuman Paſſi- p 

ons. 1 do not mention the ſurviving Creatures of d 

this unhappy Queen, to excite. in thee, falſe Sen- \ 

timents of Juſtice, ſuſpicious Chimera's of a poſ- b 

fible Conſpiracy, and ſo ſimulate thee to puniſh h 

them by Anticipation for Crimes of which per- . 

haps they never will be guilty. I rather ſug- 1 

geſt theſe Things, That after ſo many Tragedies in Cc: 

the Royal Family, a Stop may be now put to fu- ar 

ture Miſchiefs; Ny whilſt Men purſue a parti- th 

_ cular and ſelf- intereſted Revenge, the Contagion v 

ſnould ſpread, and Cruelty become univerſal and a1 
r hd 00h drag » » ke 

Let it ſuffice, that no leſs than three of our Syl- ay 

tans have been depos'd and ſtrangled within theſe th 

thirty Years: Not to mention the Deluge of Royal ſe! 

Blood that has overflowed the private Cham. ru 

it bers of the Seraglio, the Priſoners of the Ottoman ha 
I! * Brothers or Sons to the Emperors former- alt 
=_ - ly reigning, bas 5 ral 
= Thheſe were barbarous Cures of untimely Jea- thi 
| louſies; and it is pity that ſuch Royal Maſſacres ye 
1 ſhould ever be repeated again. Why ſhould che all 
| Poſterity of Ottoman be in this Regard the only 7 
3 ' unfortunate Princes on Earth? Were it not much yo! 
[ more noble, and equally wiſe, to take the Mea- ed 
$ ſures of Ethiopian Policy, where to prevent Se- to 
A dition and Diſcords about Succeſſion, the Princes 
DB of the Blood are confin'd indeed, but to a very of 
} pleaſing Liberty: Whilſt they have Palaces, da] 
Parks and large Fields at command; are ſerv'd by kne 

| a princely Train, and deny'd no lawful Pleaſurcs ofte 
x within the Pale of their Reſtraint. For there 1s Cu 
an exceeding high Mountain in the Country, the WW 2* 


'Top 
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| 
| 
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Top of which is very ſpacious, containing large 
Tracts of Ground, many beautiful Seragho's furs 
niſnd with whatſoever can contribute to the 
Enjoyment of theſe Princes, or at leaſt to com- 
penſate for their Want of greater Liberty?” This 
Mountain is environ'd with a high and ſtron | 
Wall, ms but one Entrance, and that guarded” 
by Soldiers, ſo that no Man can go in or out who 
has not the Emperor's Warrant, or at leaſt a Per- 
miſſion from the Prime Miniſter of State: For he, 
upon the Death of the Emperor, immediatly 
calls a Council ot the ſupreme Officers, who, from 
among theſe impriſon d Princes, chuſe him whom 
they think molt worthy to ſucceed. The reſt, 
who never felt the Appetite to veign, (tor they 
are carried to this Place in their Infancy, and 
kept in perpetual Ignorance of Srate-Afﬀairs) paſs 
away their Time without Envy, or repining at. 
the Exaltation of their Brother, addicting them- 
ſelves wholly in the innocent Delights of that 
rural Life, or to the Study of Books, whereof they. 
have great Plenty in their Libraries, and thoſe 
altogether treating of Matters of Divine and Natu- 
ral Speculation. Whereby, though they know no- 
thing of State- Artifices aud Intrigues of Courts, 
yet they become able Philoſopbers, and vers d in 
all the Liberal Sciences. , 
Would to God our Ottoman Princes (I mean the 
younger Brothers) had bur half this Liberty grant- 
ed them, then the Inf dels wou'd have no Reaſon 
to call the exalted Port a Neſt of Valtures. 
But we muſt not find Fault with the Actions 
of our Sovereigns, though they tend tothe Scan- 
| dal and Ruin of the Muſſulman Empire. Vet I 
| know to whom I write theſe Things; | havin 
often heard thee declaim againft this barbarors 
Cuſtom of ſhutting up the Royal! Offspring in a 
Dungeon, without Light or Comfort during their 
5.4. „N El H Lives ; 
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Lives; which many times are alſo cruelly ſnorten'd 
by the Hands of the Executioner.. | 

But turning our Eyes from the Tragedies of the 
Haſt; let us fix them on the Affairs of the Naz a- 

rene in the Neſt. ELITES 

The chief Diſcourſe at preſent is about a Mar- 
rage lately ſolemnized between the Emperor of 
Germany and the Dutcheſs of Mantua. She is his 
third Wife ſucceſſively '; for Polygamy is not 
allow'd, even to the Sovereigns” in theſe, Parts, 
where the Prieſts bear all the Sway. 

The Poſt from Sweden informs us of the Death 
of General Torſtenſon, of whoſe Exploits in Ger- 
many thou haſt often heard. That Empire is very 
unfortunate, ſpending its Time and Vitals in unpro- 

fitable Aſſemblies and Conſults; whilſt her active 

Enemies take whole Provinces from them with 

Eaſe; but this need not grieve us. 
_. _ Great Atlas of the Muſſulman Empire, I wiſh 

thee the Continence of Scipio, the Fortune of Alex- 
ander, and the Temperance of Cato; who, when 
he was marching through the Sands of Lybia with 
his Army, all ready to expire with Thirſt, and 
one of his Soldiers brought him his Helmet full 
of Water, as a rare Preſent in that genera] Di- 
ſtreſs, gratify'd the Soldier for his Gift, bur ſpilt 
the Water on the Ground, ſaying, That ſunce 
there was not enough to: ſatisfy the whole Army, 
he wou'd not taſte a Drop; and that he was un- 
© worthy! to be a General, who would not endure as 
much Hardſhip as the meaneſt Soldier. 


Paris 26th of the 5 th Moon, | 
To the Year 1651, | 
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7 Naſſouff, Baffa of Natolia. 


Raiſe be to Gop, Lord of the ſeven Heavens, 

and of all that is within their Circumference : 
Theſe Weſtern Nazarenes are always a quarrelling, 
They are reſolved to do their Parts towards the 
fulfilling the Muſſulman Predifions, and thoſe of 


their own Prophets, It makes me file to fee. 


theſe Infidels employing their Arms againſt each 
other, contending about petty Rights and Pollcſe 
ſions, whilſt they negle& the General Conſervaton 
and Defence of Chriſtendom, from the impetuous 
Torrents of our invincible Armies. ROY 


The Elector of Brandenbargh is enter'd into the 


Dutchy of Mons with conſiderable Forces, pre- 
tending to adjuſt I know not what Differences be- 
tween thofe whom they call Catholicks and Prote- 
F 

Twould be too tedious for a Letter to run 
back to the firft Original of this War, and trace it 
down from above a hundred Years ago to the 
preſent Time. Beſides, tis of no Import to a 
Muſſulman, to hear a long Story of the Marria- 


ges, Deaths, Heirs, and Law-Diſputes of theſe 


petty Infidel Princes. Yet, that thou may'ſt know 


ſomething of it, I will relate the whole Buſineſs as 


briefly as I can, 


In the Lear tj 45, William Duke of Mons, Fuliers 


and Cleves, married Mary, the Daughter of Ferdi- 
nand I. Emperor of Germany, and by this Match 
obtain'd of rhe Emperor, (whom they call Ceſar, 


as they did the ancient Emperors of Rome, whoſe 


Succeſſor he pretends to be) ſome Privileges, 
touching the Succeſſion of his Children, and their 
| H 2 Rig bi 
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Rigbt to his Dominions; and particularly, that this 
valt 'Eftate ſhould not be divided, but reſt in the 
entire Poſſeſſion of one Heiv-Male ; or in Default 
of that, it ſhould deſcend to the next Female 
which, as I am told, is a Cuſtom in Germany; 8 
that ſo the Grandexxa and Authority of Princely 
Families may be ſupported. IL Ln SEM 
I will not trouble thee with the Particulars, 
which would take up a Volume. But in ſhort it 
appears, that notwithſtanding all the ſtrict Pro- 
viſion that was, or could be made, this great 
Eſtate, after it had remain'd ſixty Years united, 
was at length divided between two Princes, both 
claiming an equal Right to the Whele; yet to 
prevent Wirs and Effuſion of Blood, each was 
contented with Half. Theſe were Wolſang, Duke 
of Newburgh, and Erneft, Marquiſs of Branden- 
burgh. In whoſe Families the parted Succeſſion 
-- has continued to thee , 
The Occaſion of the preſent Quarrel is their 
Difference of Religion; the Duke of Newburgh 
being a Catholick, and he of Brandenburgh a Pro- 
teſt ant. It {.ems the Brandenbuyghers had former- 
ly made Inroads on thoſe of Mon, and Fuliers, car- 
rying away Captive their Prieſts and Derviſes from 
their Altars and Converts, and detaining them in 
Servitude for many Years, contrary to certain 
Articles that had been drawn up between them, 
They alſo us'd them with great Cruelty, and com- 
mitted a thouſand Inſolencies on the Roman Ima- 
ums, where-ever they got em in their Power, N 
Thus their Affairs continu'd till the late Agree- f = 
ment at Munſter, Since which time the Dake of el 
Newburgh endeavour'd to free his Subjects from dc 
their former Calamities, and reſtore Things to their P. 
ancient State. * 
The Elector of Brandenburgb making this an WW 2" 
Occalion of Mar, has now invaded the 1 5 | 
a" 1 . L O 2 


— —— ; 
__ 
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of the ſaid Duke. He is not gone in Perſon, but 
has ſent a good Soldier, whom they call Ot ho Spar, 
with four thouſand Men, to begin the Campaign : 
Who, *ris ſaid, will be follow'd by a greater 
JJ 
But before he took the Field, the Elector of 
Brandenhurgh had an Interview and Conference 
with the Duke of Saxony about this Affair, who is 
alſo a Proteſtant : So that tis thought no ſmall 
Diſturbance. will ariſe in the Empire. All Joy and 
Peace to true Believers! / 5 
He of Brandenburgh has caus d a Declaration 
to be ſpread abroad full of ſpecious Pretences, that 
ſo his Conqueſts may be the more eaſy. He talks 
of nothing bl reſtoring the People of Fuliers and 
Mons to their ancient Liberties and Rights, both 
in Civil and Religious Matters, promiſing the 
faireſt Things in the World to thoſe that obey 
him, and receive his Armies with Friendſhup : 
On the other ſide, threatning to treat thoſe who 
reſiſt him with the utmoſt Severity that is due to 
Traytors and Rebels; and all this for the Sake 
of two or three inſignificant Ceremonies and 
Opinions wherein they differ; mere Trifles, li- 
teral Whimſies, the Sport of their Doctors, the 
Spawn of wanton and luxuriant Brains Por 
no greater was the original Differences between 
the Lutherans and thoſe of the Roman Church, 
One will be ſaved by the Strength of his Fancy, 
which he calls Faith, without doing any good 
Work towards it: The other toils all his Life- 
tune to merit Heaven, and thinks he can ncver 
do enough to obtain his End. He wears out the 
r Pavement of Churches, and makes the Skin of his 
| Knees, like that of a Camel, with perpetual kneel- 
ning and praying to Images and Pictures. Aud 
„„ iter all, they may be both damned for ought ! 
„bn for their ill Lives. They tear and devour 
: | nt: H z one 
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one another like wild Beaſts, and think to gain 
Paradiſe by their unnatural Zeal. = 


The Duke of Newburgh has publiſh'd a Mani- | - 

feſto againſt the Proceedings of Brandenburg b, and 
ſollicited the Duke of Lorrain's Aid, as alſo that of 
Leopold, Arch-Duke of Auſtria, What will be 1 
the Iſſue no Man knows; but oft-times a ſmall 1 
Spark kindles great Fires: And it is not impoſſible, F 

that this little Feud may ſet the whole Empire in a 

Flame. DOES = c 
Mighty Baſſa, I pray Heaven bleſs thee with , 
Peace, Health, and thy due Revenue. If theſe l 
be not enough to make thee Happy, I wiſh thee an { 
Increaſe of Honours, and all the glorious Fatiques t 
which Mortals court as their Way to Bliſs. c 
| 5 | | , 
Paris, 26th of the 7th Moon, 7 
e the Tear 1651. 4 
= 1 ; | | 5 v 
. L Ä 
To Uſeph Baſſa. 5 
| | | | Ei 
Uſpect me not: I have an equal Eſteem for tl 
| thee, as I have for the other Baſſas and Mini- t. 
i of the Divan. Bur I find it difficult to plezie | [ 
auy. They are captious, and every one wou'd WU \ 
have all my Letters add reſsd to himſelf: As if 1. E 
were plac d here to ſerve particular Intereſts, and W n 
not the Pablick, However, 1 can but acknow- 1 
ledge the tacit Honour they do me in being ſo 8 
covetous of poor Mahmut's Correſpondence. I BW 5 
wiſh I were in a Condition to be more partial: WW © 
Then I would quickly make thee and ſome others WF ) 
ſenſible, which are the Perſons for whom I have a 0 
| ME x BH” 


culiar Regard. | 
| 15 8 But 
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But as the Caſe is at preſent, I muſt obſerve 
the Inflrufions I have received; and by turns 
write to all. 5 . IP 
Wherein, if I fail of Arithmetical Proportions, 
I will make amends by the Rules of Geometry : If 
I write but ſeldom to ſome, I defire that the 
Length of my Letters, and Solidity of the Matter, 
may be accepted as a proper Supplement. | 
But thou haſt no Reaſon to complain on this 
Score, unleſs it be with thy (elf for travelling into 
remote Countries, whither I know not how to fol- 
low thee with Letters, or any other Way. Be- 
ſides, the former Friendſhip that has been be- 
tween us, is a ſufficient Counterſcarp againſt all 
Suſpicion of Neglect on my Part, who am 2 
thouſand Times obliged ro thee for many re- 
peated Favours, For the Sake of Gop therefore 
and all that is Good, wound my Heart no more 
with theſe undeſerved Reproaches ; but believe 
ſtedfaſtly, that Mahmut can never be ungrateful 
and falſe. | | | 
Thy Letter is a Miſcellany of friendly Com- 
plaints and Complements, Thou gpivelt me a 
Character to which I do not pretend, *Tis true, 
indeed, and I thank Gop and my good Stars for it, 
that I was not born Blind, Deaf, or Dumb. Na- 
ture gave me my Senſes free from any manifeſt 
DefeR ; and I have an indifferent good Memory, 
When I was young I had an Inclination to read 
Bool; and Fortune has ſince favoured me with 
many Opportunities for that Purpoſe, But I 
found the moſt profitable Stud) to be that of My- 
SELF, to Which all the laborious Pains of the 
Schools and Academies ſerve only as a certam 
Gradation and Diſcipline, Nay, without theſe a 
Man may attain all the Knowledge that is necel{a- 
ry to the Accompliſhment of his Nature; for ſo 
did the firſt Philoſophers, before Books or Le“ 
| H 4 | ker; 
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ters were extant. If thou wilt be perfectly wiſe, 
read the Al cox AN, and the UNIVERSE; after 
that, peruſe Tay SELF ; thou wilt find Matter 
of Wonder and Improvement in each; but 
moſt of all in the laſt; for Man is a Medley 
all ĩè in obey: 7 
Were this. Leſſon well learn'd and practis'd in the 
Court of France, there would not be ſo many little 
Quarrels among theſe Infidels; or at leaſt ſuch 
petty Originals would not produce fo many fata! 
(C0%%/%ͤͤB wo Te ET ed FE qe 
From the firſt time the Prince of Conde with his 
Brothers were releas d from their Impriſonment, 
(whereof I have given an Account to Mine zin 
Aluph,) there appeared much Coldneſs in the 
Queen's Reception of em, and their Addreſſes to 
her. On both Sides they were at a Loſs how to 
behave themſelves, for all their Civilities were 
torc d. Tis true, there was a ſplendid Um. 
brage of Reeonciliation; but it ſoon vaniſh'd, 
Their ſuppreſs'd Paſſions diſcover'd themſelves by 
Degrees, and at length broke out into an open 
Enmit 7. | TOTES 7 
The Queen appear'd full of Condeſcenſion and 
Favours: But young Conde is as full of his Me- 
rita and brave Byploits ; remembring what Servi- 
ces he has done to this Crown, Beſides he is not void 
of Suſpicion. and Jealouſy, leaſt all thoſe Exceſſes 
of Royal Kindneſs are ſtrain'd only to render him 
more ſecure, and ſo entrap him a [ſecond time 
with greater Advantage. The Horror of his 
ficſt Impriſonment is yet fix'd in his Mind; from 
whence it will not be eaſy to efface it. Three 
principal Servants of the Cueen were baniſh'd to 
remove his Fears; for he imagin'd them to be In. 
ſlruments of Correſpondence between the Queen 
and his old Enemy Cardinal Maxarini. Yet ſhe 
publiſh'd a Declaration, ſignifying, That the _—_ 
| monk, 


4 
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ſhould be for ever baniſb d, not only from the 
Court, but from the Kingdom. 

And this Moon the King being come of ths, 
invited the Prince to the Ceremonzes uſual on ſuch 
Occaſions: Which Conde apprehended a as a Snare, 
and ſo fled out of Paris. 

The Event of theſe Emergencies 15 yet in the 
ſecret Pages of Deſtiny : Bur in all likelihood a 
Civil War will follow. People are whiſpering, 
caballing, and making Partie on both ſides. All 


the Powder in Paris is engroſſed and gone; but 


no body knows by whom. Some ſay the Prince 
is poſted into Flanders; others report, that he 1s 
retir'd to his own Government, there to raiſe an 
Army, The moſt knowing averr, that whercever 
he is, he has two hundred thouſand Sequins in Bank 


to give Life to his Deſigns, let them be what they 
Will. 


rene Baſſa: But when thou heareſt of the Civil 
Wars among Chriſtians, eſpecially in the Realm of 
France, the firſt and molt victorious Empire of the 
Weft, look on thy Right Hand and on thy Left, 
for our boly Prophet, or his Herald is near at 6 Hand. 


Paris, 23d of the 9th Moon, a aha PEPE LM 
of the Tear 125 1. ö 3 Sf, 


” — 
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"LETTER XIX. 
To pr ama his Couſin at Conſtan 


„ .tinople.. : 


HOU ſeek what thy Liberti wifes has brought 
on thee,” For my Part, I am ſick in read- 
ing thy Letter, full of Melancholy, and the worlt 
Ed of Enthuſ * 
R$ Hadi 
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-—_—_ ˖ Or 


- . 
CN ENS 
„ one 33 5 *. —— — Le 
— YE 3 ä 8 — 9 2 — —_ 
4 WW ker Go bs * 7 — 3 „ 9 — —— — A TY 
a i . _ = r — — _ FN _ 
5s — — > Hap - — yet * * 2 - 
L A BC naps r 2 — EXE I . —— ö TINT = 
— ew. r= = Zee = 4 \ — gr eore => = 
— - - 2 * r 
ACCC —— — — 2 te B —— ai 
—— —᷑ — , 5 == 


BE 


En 27 —— — LF —— 
— rer a>, - — 
bes > EET EET. 
I ITO . p : 
a 2 CO APE m—_ 
oy. row 2 SM E 
ä — — — Ee woe — 
>. Wy wy erat 
<q < — 4 > > 
WF hz. 
— * . ͤ —¾ ore ee OO uo 
— ao rey > Pra not ST i 
* — — 


R 


2— 
d N 


T 
— 
D 8 ee 


154 Letters Writ by Vol. TV. 
Haqdſt thou follow'd my Advice; or if that be 


| eontemn'd, hadſt thou but obey'd the Precepts of 7 
thy Father, an honeſt Man, and one that went MW I. 
down to the Grave in Peace, thou would'ſt have wh 
liv'd as happily as other Men; but now thou art | He 
overwhelm'd with Hypochondriack Vapours, and WU e 
Dreams of a filthy Brain. I counſel thee to purges IM 
thy ſelf with Helebore ; for thou haſt more need no 
of that than of Books. In all my Life 1 never 19 
heard of ſuch religious Nonſenſe from a Muſful- | a 
man, as thy laſt Letter is ſtuff' d with = _ M 
I have no Patience to make Repetitions, or [| & 
anſwer every particular Whimſy of thine. But in 1 -vh 
God's Name, what makes thee fright thy ſelf wth 1e 
ſuch a wrong Notion of Hel]? It is a common 1 
Maxim in Nature, That nothing violent is per- | g 
maneni. Either therefore the Pains of the Damn d 1 
are not infinitely Intenſe, or elſe they are not Eier- EN 
na] in their Duration. Thou wilt ſay, The Alco- N 
van itſelf aſſerts the Eternity of thoſe Torment. . 


But doſt thou underſtand the fgurative Manner of 1 
Speech us d in that divine Book, and in all our ( 
Eaftern Writings Is it not common to call a 1 
very high Mountain, The Mountain of God? As . 
| iff all the Mountains and Valleys of the Earth, were Fr 
not equally his. So to expreſs an uncertain - 
length of Time, tis cuſtomary to uſe the Epithet 1 
{Eternal} Thus we in ordinary Converſation ſay N 
in Arabia, I love you eternally ; 1 will ſerve you, 
Ig bi for you, &c, eternally ; andthe fame of the 
contrery Paſſions : And yet we all know we ſhall 
live but a few Years, 
But granting, that the Alcoran ſpeaks in a lite- 
ral Senſe; it does not follow, that thoſe Pains are 
without Intervals of Reſt. We read of the Tree 
Zacon, which grows in the Center of Hell: But 
who will interpret what is underſtood by this 


Plant ? | 
Corfin, 
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Couſin, make uſe, of thy Reaſon, and practiſe 
the bet Thirgs. As for our Condition after this 
Life, trouble not thy ſelf ; for no Man knows 
what will become of him when he goes: hence. 
However, we cannot helieve the Supremely Mer. 
ciful delights in Cruelty. þ 

There is a Path which the Eagle has not wing'd, 
nor the Serpent trac'd, though tis obvious to both. 
But their own Raſhneſs blinds them, and they 
cannot diſcern the Way of the Wiſe. There are 
Men of tow'ring Speculations, and others very 
crafty ; neither one nor t' other can 870pe out 
the direct Road to Bliſs, If I may adviſe thee, 
let Nature be thy Guide. Do nothing but what 
Humanity prompts thee to: Tis this alone diſtin. 
guiſhes thee from other Animals, Honour the 
Memory of thy deceaſed Parents, love thy Friends, 
and be generous to thy Enemies: Do Juſtice to all 

Men: Obſerve the Purifications and Prayers pre- 
ſcrib'd by the Law ; But give no Credit to the 
Fables of Infidels, It is common here among the 
Chriſtians, to print Hei! with horrid Flames and 
Devils flying up and down with red hot Prongs, 
to toſs the Damn'd from Fire to Fire. And their 

Preachers make long and direfn! Harangues on 
the ſame Subject: When all the while, neither 
they nor ve know, what or where Hell is, or after 
what Manner the Wicked ſhall be chaſtis'd 5 

Only the Illuminated of Gop have this Stand- 
ard of Truth; that both our Pains and Pleaſures 
after this Life, ſhall be exactly proportion'd to our 
Virtues and Vices. There is no Malice or Injuſtice 
in the good Creator of all Things. 
Con ſin, once again, let thy Senſes be awake, and 
ſaffer not thy Reaſon to dream of Things which 
have no Exiſtence. For aſfurediy, Gor is the moſt 
impartial Judge of the Univer/e. e e 

Paris, 22d of the 10th Moor, 1 

in Tear ies, H6 IL. E T. 
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LETTER XX. | 


7 Endel AY Tadi Jaaf, Beglerbeg 
„ Dierbekir. 


N Have not the 3 to know thee in Perſon, 
but have heard of thy Fame. So Mortals are 
unacquainted with the Secrets of the fixed Stars, 
yet we obſerve their Luſtre and Rank, and the 
Figure they make in thoſe remote Worlds. 

Thy Exploits among the Curds and Georgianc, 
are not unknown in theſe Parts. The Franks, that 
travel in the Eaſt, have tranſported hither ſuch 
2 Character of thy magnanimons Actions as makes 

all Men of Honour in love with thee : and I have 
conceiv'd a, particular Veneration for thy Vir- 
tues. May Gop encreaſe them with thy Hours, and 
grant thee. a Moxopuly of Bliſs, 1 

Thou art placed in an eminent Seat, and may ſt 
with Reaſon be calbd Lord of Lords, as thy Title 
ports; for thou art Poſſeſſor of the terreſtial Pa- 

radiſe, if we may give Credit to the Tradition of 
the Ancients, They tell us, that for a time Adam 

dwelt there with his ſecond Wife; and that the 
| particular Place of his Abode was an Iſland, en- 
compaſs d with the Rivers Euphates, Tygris, Piſon, 
and Gihon. From whence it was call'd Me ſopota- 
mia by the Greeks ; which ſignifies, a Region en- 
⁊ir on d with Rivera. 

All the Veſt of Aſia have a. profound Reſpect 
for this Country. And the Fews relate ſtrange 
Stories of a Tree in Dierbeker which grew Five 
hundred Miles high in the Days of Adam; which, 
they ſay, was cut down by an Angel, leſt Man 
ſhould climb to Heaven by it before his time. 
For, it ſeems, Ambition was a Vice carly as. our 

Nature, 


/ 
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Nature; and Adam was no ſooner ſenſible that 


he. was a Man, but he aſpir d to be 2 God, or ſome- 
thing like one. So great a Charm there is in Ho- 
nour and Authority. 

They ſay alſo, that Abrabam was born in this 
Region. However, tis certain, if there be any 
Certainty in Records and Hiſtories, that he reſided 
there a conſiderable time But thou knowelt belt 
what Traditions thy Subjects have of theſe things. 

The Chineſe and Indians laugh at all this, As a 
Romance of later Date than their Chronicles, which 
make thoſe Extremities of the Eaſt to be the Stage 

of the firſt Mortals. Inſtead of Adam and Eve, 
or Alileth, they aſſert the Names of the original 
Parents of Mankind to be Panzon and Panzona ; 
whoſe: Off- Spring, they ſay, continued ten Mil- 
lions of Years; but at length were all deſtroyed 
from the Earth by a Tempeſt from Heaven, After 
whom, they tell us, Gop created Lontizam, a Man 
with tevo Horns, each as big and tall as a Tree in 
that Country, which they call the Plant of Gop, 
being the largeſt and firſt of all Vegetables, Thus 
Man's Horns being prolifick according to their 
Tradition out of the Right ſprang a thouſand 
Men every Day for a Hundred Years ; and as 
many Women our of the Left, in the ſame Space: 


From whom deſcended all Mortals of both Sexes 


to this Day; though we are much diminiſhed in 
Bulk, thro' the general Decay of human Nature. 
For theſe People affirm, that the firſt Race of 
Men were all Giants; but that through Intem- 
| _— and other Vices, their Off-ſpring ſhrunk 
Degrees into ſmaller Dimenſions, till at 

— they arrived at the preſent Stature, and 
appear'd like Pygmies in Compariſon of the primi- 
tive Sons of Lontizam, In Confirmation of this, 
the Indians ſhew to Travellers ſome of their Tem- 
ples hewn out of vaſt Rocks, with the [mages 7 
| Tho e 
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thoſe Gigantick Men, who they ſay were employ'd 
in the Work. Theſe they honour as Heroes, or 
Demi-Gods, | IEDY | 9-25: 95 45, 
I do not relate this for Truth but only to di- 
vert thee 1n repreſenting the different Opinions of 
Men. Gop only knows how to ſeparate the Truth 

from Fa/ſhood in Hiſtories. F 
But to return to Dierbeker : This Country is fa- 
mous for the Tower of Babel, built by Nimrod and 
his Fo / lovers; at what time the Languages were 
confounded, as Moſes relates. Tis remarkable 
alſo, for the Battel fought between the Parthians 
and Romans at Harran; and for the Death of Ca- 
racalla, the Son of Severus, Emperor of Rome, 
who was murder'd by Macrinus, the Roman Ge- 
neral. Theſe Emperors were all call'd Caſars, as 
the Kings of Egypt were call'd Pharaohs and Pto- 
lemie s. It ſeems, the Word Cæſar was firft ap- 
ply'd to Julius the Roman Dictator, for that his 


Mother dy ing under the Pains which were to give 


him Life, her Belly was ript up, and he drawn 


forth from her Womb by the Hands of a Surg eon. 


In Memory of which, he and all his Succeſſors were 
call d Cæſars; that Word ſignifying [dawn forth 


* 


by Violence] But howſoever the Manner of his 


Birth was, this is certain, That he, and forty of 


his Succeſſors, were hurry'd out of the World by 


untimely Deaths : For they either laid violent 


Hands on themſelves, or were murdered by 
JJ. ow a aaa wank 

11 thou wouldeſt have any News out of theſe 
Paris, the chief Diſcourſe at preſent is, of a 
great Victory obtain'd by the Polanders againſt the 
Coffacks and Tartars. And I could wiſh this were 
all: But the Nazarenes are continually made joy- 


ful with the Succeſs of the Venetians 1 01 the 
A 


Arms of the invincible Empire. They beat us by 
Sea, and baffle all our Attempts by Land. We 
| Te, | „„ 
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have not got an Inch of Ground in Candia, du- 
ring the laſt Campaign, but loſt many thouſands of 
Men, and brought the Name of the ſublime Port 
aud vifforious Muſſulmans, into Contempt and 
Scorn. Where the Fault lies Gop knows. Tis 
too melancholy a Theme to inſiſt on Particulars, 
Don Faan of ee has alſo belieg'd Barce. 
lona by Sea and Land. 
Several Arreſts of Parkitinind are here publiſhed 
againſt the Prince of Conde and his Adberents ; and 


tis reported, the Xing will recal Cardinal Max a- : 
rini from his Baniſhment, 


Illuſtrious Prince and Governor of a happy Nudes, 

I beg thy favourable Conſtruction of this Addreſs. 
And thus, in Reverence, I deſiſt, full of duriful 
and affeRtionate Vows for thy Progerk wm 


Paris, 7 of the 1100 A | 
of the 1 1643, 


The End of the Second Book. 
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LETTER LL 
Ef Abdel Melech Muli Omar, Pre- 


ſident of the e of Science: 


at Fez. 02. 


HO U haſt formerly receiv'd a Letter 
from me, wherein I mention'd the 
Tenets of a certain French Philoſopher, 
who maintains that the Earth moves 
like the reſt of the Planets, and the Sun ſtands 


Wirth being the Center of this our World: For he 


7 aſſerts that there are many. 
The Name of this Sage is Des Chartes, renow1n- 
ed throughout the World for his Learning and 
Knowledge, He lays as a Baſis of all his Philo- 
ſophy thus ſhout Poſition and Inference, I THINK 
THERE: 


a » 


D aa. ens A. wad ei. 
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THERFORE IAM In this alone he is dopmatical, 
allowing a lawful Septiciſm in all the uncertain 
Deductions which may be drawn from it. 
Pardon me, oraculous Sage, if I expoſe before 
thee my Infirmities. I am naturally diſtruſtful 
of all Things. This Temper puts me upon perpe- 


tual Thinking. And that very Act convinces me 


of the Truth of my Being, according to the Me- 
thod of this Philoſopher. But what 1 am, I know 
not. Sometimes I fancy myſelf; no more than a 


Dream or Idea of all thoſe other Things which 


Men commonly believe do really exiſt ; a mere 


Imagination of Poſſibilities And that All, which | 
we call the World, is but one grand Chimera, or 


Nothing in Maſquerade, F OA 

At other times, when theſe wild Thoughts are 
vaniſh'd, and my Spirits tired, in the Purſuit of 
ſuch abſtracted Whimſies, begin to flag, and that 


my lower Senſe, awak'd by ſome preſent Pain or 


Pleaſure, rouzes my ſleeping Appetites; when I 


am touch'd with Hunger, Thirſt, or Cold or 
Heat, and find experimentally I am ſomething 


that cannot be a mere Thought or Dream, but of 


a Compoſition which ſtands in need of Meat, 
Drink, Garments, and other Neceſlaries; then 
rather than fret myſelf with vain and endleſs 
Scrutinies, I tamely conclude I am that which I 
call a Man; I lay the Sceptick aſide, and without 
any farther Scruples or Doubts. fail roundly te 
eating, drinking, or any other Refreſhments my 
Nature craves for. he WEE | TI 

But no. ſooner have I taſted theſe Delights, 
when my ald D iſtemper returns again. I then 
conſider myſelf as a Being capable of Happineſs 


or Miſery in ſome Degree; as I ſhall poſſeſs or 


want thoſe, very Delights I; juſt before enjoy d. 
This is a ſuffcient Damp to | a thinking Man, 
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when he knows that he ſtands in Need of any 
thing out of himſelf. But tis far greater, when 
he will take the Pains to number all the Train of 
his particular Neceſſities, which he is not ſure he 
ſhall always be able to ſupply. 


This makes me preſently conlude, that as 


I am indebted to other Creatures for my ſenſible 
Happineſs, ſo I owe my very Being to ſomething 


beſide my ſelf. I examine my Original, and find 


T am born of Men and Women, who were in 
the ſame indigent Circumſtances as my ſelf : 


And that it is not only ſo with my particular 
Family, but with all Mankind; our whole hu- 


man Race being born natural Mendicants from the 
Womb, As ſoon as we breathe the vital Air, we 
cry ; and with thoſe inarticulate Prayers, beg for 


Help and Protection from others, without. whoſe 
| 8 Aid we could not ſubſiſt a Moment: 
o poor and beggarly a thing is Man, from his 
Birth. This is the Condition of all: Neither 


is a King any more exempt from that common 
Character of Mortals, than the Slave who ſweeps 
the Streets, | | > | 


If 1 could have reſted in this Thought, I 
ſhould have been happy: For it would have had 
this Influence on me, either to convince me, that 


I ought to be content with the Condition to which 
I was born, or, to rid my ſelf out of fo deſpica- 
ble a State by Death. TIC ROTH LH, 

But alas! one Thought produces another: And 
from the Contemplation of our preſent Miſery 
in this Life, I fall to thinking what will become 
of us after Death, For as we know not ot or 
where we were before we came into this Wor/d ; 
ſo there is no human Certainty, <vhithey we 
ſhall go, or in «phat Condition we ſhall be, when 
we leave it: And therefore, it would be an un- 
pardonable Madneſs, to throw my ſelf headlong 

| | into 


x - 
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into @ State of which I have no Account. And 


to avoid the little Miſeries of this Life, which 
muſt have an End one time or other, caſt myſelf 


down a Precipice (for ought I know) of intolera- 


ble Torments, which has no Bottom. 

I hear the Phzlofophers talk of Immortality, the 
Poets of Elizium, the Chriſtian Prieſts of Heaven, 
Hell and Purgatory; the Indian Bramins of Tranſ- 
migration: But I know not «vÞþat or which I have 
reaſon to believe of all tbeſ ee. 

1 ſpeak after the Manner of Philoſophers; for if 
we come to the Faith, the Caſe ss alter d. Think 
not, I beſeech thee, thar I call in queſtion the 
ſacred Oracles, the Revelations of the Sent of 
Cop. But I only acquaint thee how my natural 
Reaſon hatters me with Doubts. | 


I ſee Men every where profeſſing ſome Religion | 


or other; paying divine Honours to fome ſuperior 
Being, or Beings, according as they have been edu - 
cated: Which many Times tempts me to think, that 
Religion is nothing but the Effect of Education. 
Then I wonder how: Men, when they come to 
Years of Diſcretion, and their Reaſon is able to 
diſtinguiſh between Things probable, and mere Ro- 
mances, can {till retain the Errors of their Infancy. 
'Tis natural for Children to be wheedled or aw'd 


into 2 Belief of what their Parents, Nurſes or Tu. 


tors teach them. But when they come of Age, 
they ſoon rectify their miſled Underſtandings, in 


all Things, ſave the Affairs of Religion. In this 
they are Children ſtill, tenacious of the ſacred 


Fables of their Prieſts, and obſtinate in maintain- 
ing them, ſometimes even to Death. 
It puzzles me to find out the Cauſe of fo 


ſtrange an Effect, That Men otherways endu'd 


with mature Judgment, and an extraordinary 
Sapacity in all Things elſe, ſhould yet be Fools in 


Matters of Religion, and believe Things incon- 


ſiſtent 
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Pen. with the. amm e and men * Man- 
Lind. 

21 could never r give Credit ts the Hiſtoies of 
the: ancient, Pagans, which acquaint us with the 
devout Adoration they yu to the Creatures of the 
Painter or Carver, did not Tiſee the ſame practi- 


fed among the Chriſtians ; Or, that thoſe viſe | 


Men of old could ſwallow the Forgeries of their 


Priefts concerning the Gods and Goddeſſes, were 


I not an Eye Witneſs how bigotted the modern Na. 
xarenes are to the Legends. of their Saints, and 
the Fewws to thoſe more ce a of the 
Talmud. 2 15 

It xes me to lee Mankind: erally h. 
e ſo great a Darkneſs, gen ſo much 
the Effect of Ignorance as of Superſtition To be- 
hold Men well vers'd in Sciences, and all kinds of 


human Learning; yet zealous Aſſerters of mani- 


feſt Contradictions in Matters of Divinity, rather 
than oppoſe, or ſo rk as rere the Tradi- 
tions of their Fathers. 
When I behold Mankind divided into fo many 
innumerable different Religions in the World, all 
_ vigorouſly propagating their own Tenets, either by 
Subtilty or Violence, yet few or none ſeeming 
by their Practiſe to believe what they with 10 


much Ardour proſeſs; I could almoſt think that 


theſe various Ways of Worſbip were firlt invented 
by Polititians ; each accommodating his Model to 
the Inclinations of the Ta whom he e d to 
circumvent. 

But when on the .ather; 6 Ty I conſider there 


appears ſomething ſo natural and undiſeuis'd in 


the furious Zeal and wnconquerable Obſtancy of 

the greateſt Part; I am as ready to join with Car- 
dan, and conclude, That all this Variety of Reli- 

ions depends on the different Influence, of the 

Stars. This was a famous Phileſophber-in Europe, N 

| and 
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and held, That the Religion of the Feqvs, ow'd its 
Original to the Forces of Saturn; that of the Chri- 
ſtiant to Fupiter, and Ours to Mars. As for the 
Hagans, he aſſigns to them many Conſtellations 
„ A Oh, 


Thus there is fo equal an Appearance of Truth 


and Falſhood in every Religion, that I ſhould 
not know how, in human Reaſon, to fix on 
/ FOOTE 6 FTE 3 FH 

Super fir 1 renders a Man a Fool, and Septiciſi 
is enough to make him mad, To believe all 
Things is above Reaſon; to give credit to nothing 
is below it : I will keep the middle Path, and di- 
rect my Faith by Reaſon. . 

That Faculty tells me, That if I were inclined 
to adore the Sun, Moon and Stars for their Beauty 
and Influence, I might on the ſame Ground 
evorſhip my own Eyes, without which J could not 
behold their tempting Splendors : . Or, I might as 
well pay divine Honour to that more intimate 
Senſe my Feeling, or any of my other Senſes which 
only render me capable to know the Vertue of 
theſe Luminaries, The ſame may be ſaid of the 
Elements, and all viſible Beings. „ 
What then ſhall I adore, or to whom ſhall I 
return Thanks for all the Ble Hf 
even in this miſerable Life ] ralte ſome Happi- 
neſs)? To what Being, I ſay, ſhall I addreſs my 
Vows and Supplications, for all the Good that I 
poſſeſs and want? Is it to any thing that I have 
ſeen or can fee, or that I can repreſent to myſelt 
under a Figure? 1s it to any Part of the Uni- 
verſe, or no? No. To the whole Complex toge- 
ther? No; I have a thouſand kind Thoughts for 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, for the Elements, and 
many other compound Creatures. My Soul, and 


- 


that of the World, are Uniſons. But 'tis the pro- 


found Depth of Eternity, the infinite and immor- 
Coen. Fn; on Ful, 


ngs I enjoy (for 
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living Creatures, there was no orher Way to per- 
CORN ” 5 | petuate 


tal, who is the Diapaſon, and makes perfe&, Har- p 
54 2 that Being which has no Re ſemblance, neither G 
is divided into Parts,nor circumſerit'dwith Limits; h 
whole Center is every where, Circumference no ; 
here, who hath neither Beginning nor End; To tl 
the only Omnipotent, from whom all other Things U 
flow, and to whom they all return; to whom I owe $ 
all that J have, and will pay what I can. And ſome- {a 
thing by his Determination I am 1adebted, and i 
wall diſcharge it to thee, Orient Light of the Mo- F 
reſco Muſſulmans; that is, the Duty of an humble t 
Slave, in begging Pardon for this Preſumption. ti 
| | tl 
Paris, 14th of the. 2d Moon, b 
of the Year 1652,  _ P 
—— ———— 4 
een =" PR > OY 0 
Jo the Kaimacham. a 
vas the Contemplation of 1ſouf Eb'n Ha- 
dirxilla, an Arabian Philoſopher, that all 2 
Men were at firſt created in a State of Mar: For f 
this Sage gave no Credit to the Writings of Moſes, l 
the Fewwiſh Hiftorian and Prophets; neither could I 
any Arguments perſwade him to believe, That al! 
Mortais deſcended from Adam. Twas an Article . 
of his Faith, That in the Infancy of the World N 
Men were form'd of the prolifick Slime of the 
Earth, impregnated by the vigorous Warmth of p 
the Sun, and that all other Animals had their Ori- ö 
gina in the ſame Manner: But that in Proceſs of 
Time, the Richneſs of the Seminal Soil being ex- ; 
hauſted by a continual Spontaneous Production of 4 


> 
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peruate the various Kinds of Beings ; and multiply 
the Individuals but by the ordinary Method of 
Generation. For which Reaſon Nature ſeems to 
have ſubdivided every Species into two. Sexes, 
Hence this Philoſopher concludes, That at firſt 


there was no nearer Relation between Man and 


Man, than there is now betwixt a Lyon and a 
Sheep, or any other different Kinds of Animals ; 
ſaving only, That as theſe are diſtinguiſned by 
their Forms, in four-footed Beaſts, Fowls, 
Fiſhes, and creeping Things, ſo Men aſſum' d 
to themſelves. the Character of rational Crea- 
tures: And a Principle of Self-Preſervation was 
the firſt Ground of a tacit and common League 
between Men, againſt the reſt of their Fellow- 
Animals; eſpecially againſt thoſe, which made a 
more frightful Figure on Earth than we do, 
and ſeemd more rapacious, and inclin'd to 
Miſchicfs ; ſuch as Dragons, Tygers, Bears, Ly- 
old: Cas ! e 
But notwithſtanding this general Aſſociation of 
our Race, againſt the more ſalvage and fierce 
Troops of Beaſts ; yet one Man {till ſtood upon 
his Guard againſt another : And all the Sons of 
the Earth endeavoured to maintain the Poſts 
which Nature had allotted each Man; that is, the 
Place where he was firſt form'd, and drew Breath. 
But Things could not Jaſt long in this State: 
For either by Inſtinct or Reaſon (call it which 
you will, ſays this Author) Men being ſtreightned 
tor want of Fruits, or ſpurr'd on by ſome ſecret 
Deſire of Novelty, ſoon went out of their 


Bounds, and encounter'd each other, more by 


Chance than Deſign ;+ whence aroſe the firſt 
Occaſions of actual War: For every Stranger ap- 
pear'd like an Invader; they naturally ſtartled 
and ſuſpected each other. Reciprocal Paſſions of 
Choler ſprung in their Breaſts; and every Man, to 
WR | preven 
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vent the Effect of his own Pears and Appre- 
benſians, ruſh'd on his Neighbour; Who was on 
the "ſire Ground, as ready for an Aſſault as him- 
ſelf. Thus an univerſal Way commenc'd in the 
Mor iu, Wich, by various Methods of ' Tmprove- 
ment; was cafried on by — Generations, 
and 'continuwd tothe preſent Time. 

As for the Original of Governments, the parti 
cular Time cannot be "determir'd 5 but it may 
be ſuppoſed, chat Men generally finding the In- 
convenience of theſe” private perſonal Combats, 
and by degrees arriving to gleater N. aturity of 
Erber form'd themſelves at firſt into little 
Socleties and Friendſhips, or as they dwelt near one 
another, or as they agreed in ſome common In- 
clinations, Principles, and Intereſts, From which 
ſmall Aſſociations they gradually ſpread into larger 
Communities, Iiving under certain Laws and Gb- 
ligations of mutual! Peace, Juſtice and Aſliſtance 
toward each other, and of Defence againft their 


common © Enemies: Some living! under the Form 


of a Commonawealth, others of a Monarchy ; each 
Body of Men ſetting. up ſuch a Model, as beſt 
ſuited their own ? Imtereſts and Neceſſitics. 
Prom hence ſprung the Diſtinction of Nations, 


Kingdoms and Empires." Thun for the Arabian 


Fee ker. n 

But without enquiring into "as Truch of his 
Principles, one would think, that ſome of the 
Weſtern Naxarenes were his Diſciples; And indeed 
all Civil Diſſentions ſeem to be grounded on the 
fame Maxims: Whilſt Men, on the leaſt Diſcon- 


tent or Jealouſy, lay aſide the Obedience they owe 


to their Sovereigns, claiming J know not What 
natural Right to defend themſelves againſt the 
Encroachments and 'Uſarparions ef others 
Thus no ſooner was it ſuppos d here, That the 
Ring . to'recall Cardinal Marini from his 
e; 


* 
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Exile; but the Parliament of Paris, who are ſe- 
cret Friends to the Prince of Conde, publiſh'd an 
Arreſt againſt the Cardinal, whereby all Perſons are 
forbid to contribute toward the Return of thi; Mi- 


niſter: and ordering, that his Library, with all his 
Moveables, fhould be fold, to raiſe a Sum of a 


| Hundred and fifty thouſand Livres; which is pro- 


miſed as a Reward to thoſe who ſhall either take 
him Priſoner, or kill him. They alſo petitioned the 


Duke of Orleans to make the utmoſt Uſe of his 


Authority againſt the Cardinal ; who thereupon 
raiſed conſiderable Troops, and gave the Command 
of them to the Duke of Beaufort. 

In the mean Time the Cardinal is not idle, 
but with what Forces he has, performs ſome con- 
ſiderable Actions in his own Defence. He has taken 
Priſoner an eminent Counſellor of Parliament 
The Parliament ſent a Trumpet to demand his 
Releaſe. This Meſſenger was rejected. Where- 
2 the Parliament are taking new Me- 
thods. | = 3 | 

The Prince of Conde has ſent a Letter and Re- 
queſt to the Parliament, 2 them to ſuſpen | 
the Execution of the Arreſt publiſh'd againſt him; 
ſince the Time given him to lay down his Arms 
was not yet expired, and that the Cardinal was 
returned into the Kingdom, contrary to the Prohi- 
bition ſign' d by the King. 8 

But notwithſtanding all theſe Traverſes, Maxa- 
rini is come again to the Couri, which is now 
kept at Poictiers; where he was received with in- 
finite Reſpect and Careſſes by the King, the Queen, 
and all his Friends. Animoſities daily increaſe 
between the dinerent Parties: Private Grudges 
are improved to publick Factions: An univerſal 
Peeviſhneſs has poſſeſsd the Hearts of the French 
Nation: They are alarm'd and offended at one 
another's Looks, If a Man ſmiles too much, or 
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too little, in converſing with his Friend, tis 
enough to give him the Character of an Enemy, 
or at leaſt to render him ſuſpected. So that he 
who would live peaceably here at this Juncture 
had need to be well skilled in all the Secrets of 
Phyſiognomy, and make frequent uſe of his Look- 
ing-Glaſs; leſt an oblique Caſt of his Eye, or 
ſatyrical Wrything of his Noſe, ſhould be inter- 
preted for Symptoms of hidden Malice. For now 
they'll ſpy Treaſon» in every Feature of a Man's 
Face. | 5 | = 
As for me, when I go abroad I conform to all 
Companies, yet alter not my Addreſs ; I neither 
play the Ape, nor counterfeit a Statue: But ob- 
ſerving a Medium, I pay a civil Reſpect to all, 
without being courtly or rude: For this Carriage 
beſt ſuits with my Circumſtances. Hence it is 
that no body ſuſpects the plain, deform'd, blunt, 
Crook- back d Titus of Moldavia, to be what T am 
really, Mahmut the Slave of the exalted Port. 


Paris, 14th of the 2d Moon, 
the Tear 1652, 


— , 


LETTER UI. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 


tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


T H E Prince of Conde's taking up Arms has 


| more puzzled the Counſels of the King of 
France, and more embarraſs'd his Affairs, than 

any Occurrence that has happened ſince the Death of 
his Father, | | 


I have 
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I have already inform'd the Kaimacham and 
others of all Paſſages hitherto relating to theſe in- 
teſtine Broils ; ſince which they ſeem to be im- 


rov'd into a War, wherein Foreign Nations take 
a Part. After the Return of Cardinal Maxarini to 


this Court, the Prince of Conde was driven to great 
streights; being compelld by the ſwift Marches 


of the King's Army to retire to Bourdeaux : 
Where, conſidering that it would not be ſo much 
his Intereſt to keep this Place, as to enerecaſe his 
Forces, he ſent Envoys to the King of Spain and 
Arch-duke Leopold in Flanders, to deſire their 
Aſſiſtance. 1 

The former immediately diſpatched away Or- 
ders for a conſiderabie Body of Men to approach 
the Confines of Gaſcoigne, where the Prince had 
a great Intereſt; and the latter ſent him eight 
thouſand Men, to act on the {ide of Flanders, and 


toward Paris, as Occaſion offer d. 


This is the particular Game of the Spaniards, 
to take Advantage of the Civil Mars in this King- 


dom, that ſo, by aſſiſting the weaker Party, they 


may balance the conteſting Powers of the Na- 
tion, and keep 'em in a perpetual Quarrel ; whilſt 
in the interim they gain Ground, recover the 


Places which the French took from 'em in time of 


domeſtich Peace, and ſo pave the Way to new 
Conqueſt s. 5 | | 

In the mean time the Parliament ſent Deputies 
to the King, beſceching him to remember his Roy- 
al Word, by which he had for ever baniſhed Car- 
ninal Maxarini, and repreſenting to him the fatal 
Conſequences which were like to proceed from 
his Return. But the Xing, inſtead of complying 
with their Requeſts, caus d an Edict of Council to 
be publiſh'd, which juſtify'd his Conduct in this 
Matter. 5 e 
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He alſo writ a Letter to the Parliament full of 


Complaints, that they had not yet ee any 
Order to hinder the Entrance of a Foreign Army 


into the Kinedom. But all ſignified nothing to 


Men paſhonately bent to maintain the Prince of 
Conde's Quarrel againſt their Sovereign. He has 
but few truſty Men in that Senate, and they are 
over- aw dd by the reſt. Beſides, the Dyke of Or- 
Jeans bears a ſtrange Sway, both in the Parliament 
and Country. 5 
At the Inſtigation of the Prince, the Citizens 
of Orleans ſhut up their Gates, when they heard 
the King was coming that Way in his return to 
Paris : Yet the Country was open for the Prince 
of Conde a Subject; he travell'd up and down the 
Provinces to make new Intereſts, and confirm 
the old, leaving the Command of his Army in 
Gaſcoigne, to his Brother the Prince of Conti. 
There have been many Skirmiſhes and Encoun- 
ters between the Kirg's Forces and thoſe of the 
Male: contents, and one fierce Combat, wherein 
the Prince of Conde defeated the Vanguard of the 
King's Army, as he was marching to this City : 


Whereby getting the Start of his Sovereign, he 


arriv'd here and was receiv'd in the Parliament, 
whilſt the Monarch was forc'd to lie encamp'd in 
the Field. es : 1 | 
The Prince found a different Reception, ac- 
cording to the various Humours of People: The 
greateſt Part favour'd him; and he receiv'd infi- 
nite Careſſes from the Citizens of Paris ; But met 
with ſome Oppoſition from Perſons of higher 
Rant, and more ſtedfiſt Loyalty to the Crows 
The Duke of Orleans is his greateſt Friend, and 
one for whom the Parliament have a great Defe- 
ference: not ſo much in Contemplation of his 
Wit and Policy, as for the ſake of his near Rela- 
tion to the Crown, he being Uncle to the preſent 
„„ | King: 


Q wy Dd 
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King : Whereby he has a Right to aſſume more 
Authority than others, in regulating the Diſor- 


ders of the Court; among which the greateſt is 


clteem'd that of Cardinal Mazarint's Return 

In a Word, both Parties ſerve themſelves of 
thoſe who have the greateſt Intereſt, and are 
moſt likely to compoſe the Quarrel. The extl'd 
Queen of England, and her *on, who have taken 


Sanctuary in this Kingdom from the Perſecutions 


of their own Subjecte, make it their Buſineſs to 


mediate between the Court Party and the Faction 


of the Princes. 

The Prince of Conde alſo ſent Deputies to the 
King, to repreſent to him, that the only Means 
to give Quiet to the State was to baniſh the Car- 
dinal Miniſter: And as they were delivering their 


Addreſs, Maarini came in, at the Sight of whom 


they aggravated their Charge, and ſaid to his 
Face. * That he was the Cauſe of all the 
« EVILS which the Kingdom ſuffer d.“ The 
Cardinal interrupting them, turn d to the King, 
and ſaid, ** Sir, It will not be juſt that fo flouriſh- 
ing a Kingdom, and to whoſe Grandeur I have 
, contributed all that lay in my Power, ſhould 
„ rvin it ſelf for my fake ; therefore I humbly 
« entreat your Majeſty to grant that I may re. 
turn to my own Country, or whitherſoever 
“ my Fortune ſhall call me. No, no, reph'd the 
Queen, (not without ſome Paſſion) this cannot 
| © be granted: the King had never more Need of 
' your Counſcls than at this Juncture: We can- 
** not conſent, that ſo ſerviceable a Man ſhould 
be baniſh'd only to humour his Enemics ; 
e therefore let us here no more of that. 

The Deputies perceiving nothing of Hopes, re- 
turn'd to Paris. Then the Parliament deputed 


others to go to the King, and remonſtrate the de- 


plorable State of the Realm. This was done a few 
Days ago. IL 3 | In 
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In the mean time, we have been alarm'd here 
in the City, with daily Inſurrections of the Mul- 


titude, The Occaſion was, ſome private Orders 


which the Duke of Orleans had given to the Pro- 
voſt of the Merchants, relating to his Charge, and 
the Welfare of the City, This being miſunder- 
ſtood by the People, who have not the Senſe to 


diſtinguiſh the good Offices of their Governors from 


Injuries, put em all into a Tumult. They af- 
faulted the Provoſt in his Coach, as he was pal- 
ſing the Streets: And had he not eſcaped into an 
Apothecary's Shop, they would, perhaps, in their 
Fury, have torn him in Pieces; for ſo they ſerved 
his Coach, as an aſter Revenge. | 
I am weary of beholding the malicious Quar- 
rels of theſe Infidels, But when I conſider, that 
their Diſcord will be inſtrumental to the future 


Conqueſts of the true Believers, I am patient and 


reſign'd. VVV 

However, tis one Comfort to me in this Thor- 
ny Station, that one Time or other, inſtead of 
the perperual Jangling of Bells in Paris, I may 
again have the Happineſs to hear the Auexins cry 
on the Minarets in Conſtantinople, There is but 
One God, and Mahomet bis Prophet. Or if I 
| ſhall not live to enjoy this Wiſh, yer, in the invi- 
ſible State, I ſhall hear the ſame Cry. and ſhall be 
paſt doubt of thoſe Things, whereof I bave no 
Certainty in this Life. 


Paris, 29th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1652, 


LET- 
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LETTER IV. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


Seignior. 


T HE Chriſtians ſeem to have too proud an 
Opinion of themſelves, and ſet a greater 
Value on human Nature than ſuits with Reaſon. 
They aflert, that all Things were made for Man, 
and ſtile him Lord of his Fellow-Creatures ; as if 
God had given him an abſolute Dominion over the 


reſt of his Works, eſpecially over the Animal Ge- 


nerations; and that all the Birds of the Air, Beaſts 
of the Earth, and Fiſh of the Sea were created 


only to ſerve his Appetite, and other Neceſſities of 


Life. I remember a Letter I formerly ſent to thee, 
wherein I diſcourſed of the Carteſian Pliloſophers, 


and their Contempt of the Beaſts, in denying them 


Souls, or the Uſe of Reaſon, 


Give me Leave to entertain thee now, and di- 


vert myſelf with ſome farther Remarks on this 
Subje&. *Tis a Refuge from Melancholy, when 1 


can thus freely diſcover my Thoughts to a Friend, 


who I know will not be partial to the Truth. 
J have been long an Advocate for the Bytes, 


and have endeayoured both to abſtain from injur- 


ing them myſelf, and to inculcate this fundamental 
Point of Juſtice to others. This is owing to the 
Example and Philoſophy of Mahummed, the 
Eremite in Arabia, that Light and Glory of reli- 
gious Men. And were it not that my Humour 1s 
to be doubtful in all Things, the Influence of his 


Converſation would make me a proſeſs d Pythago- 


rean, a Diſciple of the Indian Brachmans, a 
Champion for the T'ranſmigration of Souls. 


14 
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The laſt Letters ſave one I writ to that Solitary 
was upon this Subject; ſuch an one as would divert 
him in his Cave. It contain'd an Account of the 
Primitive Manner of Life, practiſed by the An- 
cients, a Narrative of the Golden Age, a Hiſtory 
of human Innocence, and the Steps which Men 
firſt took to uſe Violence and Cruelty to their Fel. 
low Creatures, Now I will preſent thee with 
{ome additional Obſervations, ſome Remnants of an 
antiquated Truth, glean'd from Philoſophers and 
Hiſtorians, and winnow'd from the Chaff of Er. 


ror and Superſtition. 


Who would not believe the Beaſts to be endued 
with Reaſon, when he heholds them perform all 
the Actions of rational Creatures with more 


Caution, though leſs Pride than Men? They are 
more provident than we, and much more ſubtle 
in avoiding any Affliction or Danger Witness 


 Thales the Philsſopher's Mule, which he often 
en ployed co carry Salt to a certain Market; but 


tze cunning Beaſt finding herſelf over loaded, 
when ſhe was paſſing through a River lay down, 


| Whereby the Water penetrating into the Sacks 
of Salt, melted it away, and - her Burden, 


And this was her conſtant Practice, till the Phi- 
Tofopher, perceiving himſelf thus out witted by 
his Beaſt, was reſolved to circumvent her another 
Way. Wherefore, inſtead of Salt he loaded her 
. With Wool, which he knew would your heavier 

by being wet But the wary Mule, ſenſible of the 
Difference of her Burden would couch no more 


in the Water; but ſeeing no other Remedy went 


forward on her Journey. 


Who will not admire the Wiſdom of the Fox 


in cold Countries, which the Inhabitants uſe as a 
Guide when they would paſs over any frozen 
Lake or River ? For this Creature going before 
them, lays her Ears cloſe down to the * 
15 | liſtens 
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liſtens to try if ſhe can hear any Motion or 
Noiſe of the Water running underneath ; which 
if ſhe does, ſhe will not venture on the Ice; but 
if all be ſtill, then by a logical Deduction ſhe con- 
ciudes the Ice is thick enough to bear Paſlengers ; 
and fo ſhe leads the Way, whilſt the Men 
tollow. Cn pen | 

When a Dog is hunting in the thick Woods, 
and by chance comes to a Place where three Paths 
meet, he firſt ſcents the one, then the other ; 
and perceiving that the Game is not gone by 
any of thoſe two Ways, he throws himſelf ſwift- 
ly forward in the third, without ſuch a particular 
Application of his Noſe, Which 1 an evident 
Argument, that he makes uſe of the like Choice 
we our ſelves ſhould do. — | 

And now I have mention'd this Creature I 
cannot forbear cclebrating their Virtue and Fide- 


ity, whereof we have daily Experience; and 


there are many pleaſant Examples recorded by 
rave Hiſtorians. 15 . | 

Such is that of Hhyrcanus, a Dog belonging to 
Lyſimachus, who would never depart from the 
Body of his dead Maiter, but following to the 
Funeral Pile, leapt mio the Fire, and was burncd 
for Company. | | | 


But the Gratitude of a Liox to a certain Slave 


in Rome, 1s beyond all Parallel, This Slave 
was one of thoſe who were appointed to 
combat with wild Beaſts in the Amphitheatre. 
according to the Cuſiom of the ancient Romans, 
in the publick Shews which were exhibited to the 
People. As ſoon as the Lion was let looſe in the 
Pavement, be ran furiouſly at the Slave; but com- 
= ng he ſtopp'd on a ſudden, as one a{to- 
niſned: Then he came gently towards the Slave, 
fawning upon him, and licking his Hand, which 
caus d all rhe People to give a Shout, The Em- 
| 1 5 
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peror being preſent, and taking Notice of the ſeem- 
ing Friendſhipand Acquaintance that was between 


the Slave and the Lion, ſent for the Slave, and 
enquired the Occaſion of ſo ſtrange an Accident, To 
whom the Save made the following Relation. 


6 
10 


c My Name, ſaid he, is Andredus, and I am 


Slave to a certain Proconſul, who having deter. 


min' d to kill me, I made my Eſcape, and hid 


myſelf in a Cave; where I had not lain long 
before this Lion, which you now ſee, came in, 
being very lame of one Foot. As ſoon as he 
eſpy d me, he came limping toward me, and 
ſtretched forth the Paw that was wounded, as 
though he begg'd of me to caſe him. Affrighted 
as I was, I took his Paw in my Hand, and 
pull'd out a great ragged Thorn, which ſtuck 


faſt in it. Then I waſh'd the Wound with 


my own Water, whilſt he lay very patiently 
till J thoroughly dreſs'd it. The Eaſe he found 


« by my Application made him fall afleep ; and 
% when heawak'd, he lick d my Hands, and ſhew'd 
other Signs of Affection and Gratitude. I livd 


with him thus three Years in that Cave, and eve- 
Day he brought me a Share of his Prey, on 


which I ſuſtain'd myſelf. But at length, tir'd 
with this manner of Life, I took my Opportu- 
nity when he was gone abroad to make my Eſ- 
© cape. I wandered up and down three Days, 
when a Company of Soldiers meeting with me, 


and knowing to whom I belong'd, took me, 


and brought me hither to my old Maſter, who 


has condemn'd me to this cruel Death. But it 
ſeems Fortune ſo order'd it, that this Lion ſhould 
be taken about the ſame time, and appointed to 


be my Executioner this Day. Yer you ſee be 
refuſes to perform his Office out of Gratitude to 


me for my former Kindneſs. 
EE 5 The 


The Emperor aſtoniſh'd and pleaſed at this Paſ- 
ſage gave the Slave his Life and Freedom, beſtow- 
ing alſo the Lion on him, which brought him in 


a conſtant Livelyhood, by ſhewing him to all 


People ; who having heard of this wonderful Ac- 
cident, were deſirous to ſee both the Lion and his 
Tenant, for ſo they ſtild the Slave; and ſome 
call'd him the Lion's Phyſician. | | 

1 ſhould think I had Gd enough already to tire 
thy Patience, and make thee forſwear reading my 
Letters for the future, were I not well acquainted 
with thy Genius, and know that thou delighteſt in 
Relations of this Nature, being no Enemy to the 
harmleſs Brutes. 


Whatever thy Sentiments are towards theſe, I 
dare be ſure thou art my Friend, and wilt bear 
with my Importunity, when I ſtrive to convince 


all Men, and confirm myſelf in this Truth, that 
the wild Beaſts are not void of Reaſon and Mo- 
ral Vertue. | | 


Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1652, | 


LETTER V. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


N the Name of God, ſuperlatively indulgent and 
benign, Lordof Armies which cannot be num- 
ber'd, Conſervatory of the Empire founded on his 
own Unity; Praiſe be to him that has neither Begin- 
ning nor End What is the Reaſon that we are always 
baffled by the Infidels ? Every Year our aug uſt Em- 
peror ſends out mighty Armies by Land, and our 

1 5 16 Fleets 


— 1 4 
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Fleets by Sea are term'd Invincisrs, yet they 

are ſtill overeome by the Chriſtians. Where the 

Fault lies is beſt known to thee, and the Generals, 
to whom the Command of all is cammitted. 

My Spirit is diſquieted about theſe Things, 
and I am uneaſy by Day, neither does the Night 
afford me any Repoſe, This hot Weather I go 
” to the Terraſs of my Houſe at the Hour of 

Sleep, thinking that the Coolneſs of the Air would 
zncline me to reſt; but I can find none, I turn 
my ſelf on the Leads to the Right Hand and to 
the Left, yet all Poſtures are alike, Sleep has 
abandoned my Eyes. My Zeal for the Empire of 
the Faithful will conſume me. ry 

One Night I made ſolemn Preparations to wel- 
come the firſt Appearance of the Moon, after the 
manner of my Countrymen. I ſprinkled Water 
von the Floor of the Terraſs, and with a new Beſom 
_ wept away all Unncleanneſs : I filld a Lamp 
with the moſt precious Oil I could get in Paris; 
which having hghted at the going down of the Sun, 
I placed directly on that Part which is neareſt to 
Mecca. Then I fell on my Face and prayed the | 
eternal Source of Light, * That at the Moment, 
% hen the Moon firſt aſcended our Horiqon, an 
« intelleFual Splendor might ſhine in my Breaſt ; 
« that I might there, as in a Mirror, behold the 
future Fate of the Muſſulmans, and the Events 
« which as yet were hid in the dark Womb of 
_* Poſſibility. | 3 

My Petition was granted: The Night was in 
her ſhady Courſe, the Stars on their Watch, and 
Time, as from a Limbeck, diſtill'd the ſilent Mi- 
nutes, till the Mement wherein the Neighbour 

Planet firſt peep'd on the Tops of Mountains. 
At that Inſtant I faw and heard Things (or at 
kaſt T thought ſo) which T never ſo much as 
dream d of before, neither can I remember the thou- 

. Boheve 
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Believe me, ſupreme Commander of the Ma- 


rine, I do not boaſt or joy in this: For I think, 
there can be no greater Affliction than to be 
once made Partaker of ſuch a Bliſs, and then to 
loſe it almoſt as ſoon as gain'd Yer there are 


ſome Foot-ſteps of the V:{ton remaining on my 


Memory. 


c Methinks I beheld Armies of Muſulmans 
(for I thought em to be ſuch by ther 7 urbants) 
making feveral Deſcents on the Shores of Italy: 
Methought I ſaw them proſtrate themſelves on 
the Ground ; and after a conſiderable Space of 
Silence, the Air eccho'd with the Sound of 
Allah, Allah. much like the Noiſe of great 
Caſcades, or Falls of Water. . 

Then they ſeem'd to diſperſe themſelves all 
over the Country in divers Bodies. The In- 


habitants of Rome appear'd all in a great Con- 


ſternation: The chief Mufti of that Place went 
forthwith into the Streets, followed by his 
Cardinals and Derviſes, accompanied by an in- 
numerable Multitude of People. They carried 
their Gods of Gold and Silver along with them; 
and being apparelled with Garments of coarſe 
Hair, they ſprinkled Aſhes on their Foreheads 
in token of their Humility, and to pacify the In- 
dignation that was kindled againſt them. 

«« But Heaven was deaf to their clamorous 


Vous, neither could all the Pomp of their /- 


perſtitious Solemnity dazzle the Eyes which are 
a thouſand times brighter than the Sun, pene- 
trating into the darkeſt Corners of the Heart, 
In a word, theſe Lyfdels ſeem'd a while after to 
be in a great Confuſion and Hurry, running 
this Way and that Way to hide their Goods, 
and fave themſelves from the victorious Stran- 
gers. In fine, I ſaw the Croſſes taken down mow 
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© the Minarets of the Moſques in Rome, and 
* Creſcents advanced in their place. | 
I do not relate this, as if I gave Credit to Viſi- 
ens and Trances : Perhaps all this might be but a 
4valking Dream. Yet ſuch Viſionary Entertain- 
ments happen of courſe to our Countrymen, when 
they obſerve the aforeſaid Ceremonies, But I tell 
thee, I am not aſleep at this Moment; and yet it 
appears to me a very probable Undertaking, for the 
 Muſulmans to fit out a mighty Fleet, which hav- 
ing a ſufficient Army of Land-men a-boarg, might 
deliver them with little or no Oppoſition, on ſome 
of the wealthy Shores of Italy: And if it is not 
thought worth the Labour to make new Conqueſis, 
which would be difficult to maintain; yet at leaſt 
our Soldiers, by plundering only the rich Temples 


and Convents of the Nazarenes, might carry away 
ineſtimable Treaſures, | 2 
I wrote formerly to one of thy Predeceſſors 
about the ſame Matter, propoſing the Surprize of 
Loretto, as a very eaſy Attempt, and that the 
Booty would infinitely ſurpaſs the Expence and 
Trouble : But Mahmut's Advices are never re- 
rded *till 'tis too late. We ſquander away 
Thouſands of Men, and Millions of Money, to 
purchaſe little inſignificant lands, which are de- 
fended indeed with ſeeming Vigour by the Chriſti- 
ans, but tis rather to amuſe us, than out of any 
real Value they have for thoſe Places. | 
It is only a Maxim of Weftern Policy, thus to 
give Diverſion to the Arms which are deſtin'd to 
ſubdue al! Nations, They ſport themſelves, to 
ſee the Flower of the Eaſtern Militia conſum'd in 
their Trenches, before the impregnable Fortreſs of 
Candia, which, if won, will not quit the Coſt 
of ſo tedious a Siege. Whereas, in half that 
time, our invincible Forces might have over-run 
„ 


Thou 


— 
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Thou wilt not think this an impracticable En- 
terprize, when thou ſhalt conſider the Diviſions 
of the Italian Princes, the univerſal Security and 
Voluptuouſneſs of the Inhabitants, and yet the 
Oppreſſions and 8 they live under, being 
fleec'd and poll'd of all their Subſtance, to main- 
tain the Grandeur of their Governors, and the 

Pride of the Clergy; which renders em equally 
diſguſted at their preſent flaviſh Manner of Life, 
. deſirous of a Change. It is not hard to ſurmiſe, 
after all this, that a Conqueſt would be eaſy to the 
victorious Muſſulmans; or at leaſt, ſuch Depreda- 
tions would mightily enrich them. «© 

The moſt proper News that I can ſend thee, is 
of a Combat lately fought at Sea, between the 
Engliſh and the Dutch. The Generals on both 
fides are ſaid to be brave Men. He of Britain is 
called Blake ; the other's Name 1s Trump. Which 
had the beſt on't, is not certainly known: Men 
ſpeak as they are byaſs d. Yet the Dutch loft two 
Ships in this Engagement, tho' their Fleet was far 

more numerous than that of the Engliſh. 

If I were worthy to adviſe my wy ws * 
would propoſe ſome notable Exploit by Land,; for 
God has given the Earth to the true Believers, 
but the Sea to the Chriſtians. 


Paris, 14th of the 6th Moon 
of the Year 1652. 


LET. 
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To the Kiaya Bey, or Licutenant- 
General of the Janizarics, 


1 Had once a great Intimacy with Caſim Hali, 
the brave Aga, who now is no more on Earth; 
that honeſt old General merited all Men's Love: 
Follow thou his Example, and in Time his Poſt 
will fall to thy Lot. Thou art already in the laſt 
Advance to it; let no airy Vice make the: giddy, 
and give thee a Fall. Tis a common - Aphoriſm, 
That Health, long Life, and Honour, deſcend from 
above. But if they do, 1 tell thee, tis hike the 
Rain, which only then does good, when it peae- 
trates the Earth, and moiſtens to the Root. An 
humble Heart is like a kindly Mold, receiving the 
Dews of Heaven with Advantage and Profit; but 
Pride is a Rock, which ſpatters away the Bleſſings 
ſhower'd down on it. | | 
Perhaps thou wilt be affronted at my Blunt 


way of writing: Yet aſſure thy ſelf, I honour | 


thee more than a thouſand Flatterers. I am not 


ſent hither to ſludy nice Expreſſions, but to ſerve 


the Grand Seignior with Integrity. Beſides, I 
know thou haſt not been e e to the ſoft 
Entertainments of Ladies Chambers, but the 
rough Diale& of War. It is thy Honour to be un- 
acquainted with the Delicactes of Diſcourſe, Diet, 
or . Dreſſing ; things only fit to enervate a Man's 


Courage, and change Lis Heart into that of a Wo- 


man, Thou knoweſt how to handle the Cui- 
raſs and Lance, the Sabre and Shield, the Bou 
and Gun; and art perfectly vers'd in all the Milita- 
Ty Terms of Art, A Diſcourſe of Sieges and Cam- 
paigns, ſtorming of Forts, and plundering of 

| VV Camps, 
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Camps, is more agreeable to thee than all Twlly's 
Oratory, or the ſt Strains of the Perſian 2 
1 am therefore confident thou wilt not take it ill, 
that I addreſs to thee in a Style void of Artifice, 
yet full of real Reſpect and Love, 
If I counſel thee, tis for thy good; and I am 
commanded to expreſs my Sentiments with Free- 
dom. Beſides, I have a per/onal Privilege to ad- 
viſe thee, the Right of a Friend; which thou wilt 
acknowledge, when I tell thee, that 1 once had 
the Happineſs to ſave thy Life, as we travelled 
together in Arabia, at 
Thou can't not but remember that Paſlage ; 
and how that in Heat of youthful Blood, thou 
had'ſt provoked an Emir to kill thee in the Sight 
of the whole Caravan, had I not fallen at his Feet, 
and told him, thou wert a Stranger to the Cxftoms 
„ ett 
Believe me, I do not reproach thee with this, 
but only make uſe of it, as an nent to 
convince thee, that the fame Motive which 
an me to interpoſe myſelf at that time 
etween thee and certain Death, induces me now 
to give thee Warning of a Precipice, of which 
thou art in danger. Every one gives thee the 
Character of a brave Man; and no body likes thee 
the worſe, for being of an Air as fierce as a Tar- 
tar. All this becomes a Man of the Sword; and 
they ſay, thou doſt every thing with a martial 
Grate. | 1 
But I am told likewiſe, that thou art guilty of 
Avarice: And that for the Lucre of Preſents, thou 
enrolleſt Men in the Lift of the Faniſaries, who 
are not fit to ſerve in the Wars; ſuch as are Houſes 
keepers, Perſons entangled with Wives and Chil- 
dren, with Debts and other Incumbrances ; that 
they only appear on certain Days in the Military 
Habit, and then return to their Domeſtick —_— 
| To”, Without 
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without ever regarding the Diſcipline of the Royal 
Chambers, or thinking themſelves obliged to learn 
the Art of War: That thou in the mean time 
takeſt their Pay, and many additional Brides, 
whilſt they are only contented with the Title and 


Privilege of a Faniſary, to ſhelter themſelves from 


Juſtice, and protect them in their Rapine and Vil- 
lames. 

I tel] thee, ſhould this be known, and proved 
againſt thee, it would be to thy Ruin: But I hope 
better things, and that theſe are only the Surmiſes 
of thy Enemies. For thou knoweſt, That none 
ought to be admitted in that ancient Order, but 

the Tributary Sons of the Natzarenes : who be. 
ing in their Infancy liſted in the College, know 
neither Father nor Patron, ſave the Grand Seig- 
nior, who is the common Parent and Protector 
of the Oſman Empire. On his Service is all their 


Zeal and Courage fixed, having no private Byaſs, 


no partial Inclinations, to warp them from the 
Fidelity they owe their great Maſter. They are 
devoted to indefatigable 'Toils and Hardſhip during 
their whole Life. 

This was the firft Inſtitution of the Faniſaries, 


though, through the Corruption of the Times, 


they have much degenerated from their primitive 
Rules. But thou, who art honoured with an hi9 
Command, wilt ſignalize thy Vertue and Loyalty, 


in reforming theſe Abuſes, and in not ſuffering the 


College of Men of War to become a Receptacle 
of Rogues and Drone... N 
Such Diſorders as theſe have promoted the in- 
teftine Broils of this Kingdom , I ſay not that they 
are the original Cauſes; yet tis a great Diminu- 
tion of Sovereign Majeſty, when a King ſhall find 


his own Armies fighting againſt him, as they de 


at preſent here in France. How many Muti- 
nies and Rebellions have been rais d by the licen- 
| : 1 1 tious 
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tious Fanizaries at Conſtantinople; when layin 
aſide all Reſpect and Duty, they have not ſpar's 
to violate the Seraglio itſelf ; but entering within 
thoſe ſacred Walls with Bands of armed Men, 


have turn'd all Things Topſey-Turvey, ſeized on 
the Imperial Treaſure, chang'd the Domeſtick Of- 


ficers of their Sovereign, and ſometimes chas'd him 


from his own Palace, to the Hazard, if not to 


the Loſs of his Life? 


If thou would'ſt know what they are doing 


herein France, the Men of Arms are cutting one 
another's Throats, whilſt the Rabble are burning 
their Neighbours out of their Houſes. Re 
Two Days ago, the Multitude aſſembled in the 
Streets, and having beſet a certain Palace in this 
City, they put Fire to it, reſolving to kill all that 
ſhould attempt to make their Eſcape out of the 
Flames, A Perſon of Quality coming out to 
pacify them, fell a Victim to their unbridled Rage: 


And had not the Duke of Beauford (of whom 1 


have often made mention in my Letters) interpos d 
his Authority, they had murder'd all that were with- 
in thoſe ſuſpected Walls. 
Sometime before this, the Mare ſe hal Turenne 
took a Place of Strength from the Prince of Conde; 
who in lieu of it took St. Denys, a Town not far 
from Paris, wherein there is a Temple, which, the 


French ſay, is the richeſt in Europe. But they are 


laugh'd at by the 1:alians, who boaſt of far richer 

Moſques in Venice, Milan, Naples, and Rome. 
The Duke of Lorrain plays faſt and looſe with 

the Prince of Conde. He enter'd the Kingdom with 


an Army, pretending to eſpouſe the Prince's Quarrel, 


but was quickly brought off by the Queen, ſo that 
he is now gone to Flanders again; by this Action 


leaving a free Paſſage to the King's Army under 


Mareſchal Turenne to range whither they pleaſe, 
which were before block'd up by his Forces. 
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between the Troops of the Prinee, and thoſe of 
Mareſchal Turenne, in one of the Suburbs of Pa- 


7is. Neither could boaſt of the Victory, tho the 


Battle laſted five Hours; But at length, the Prince 
of Conde's Troops retir'd into the City, being 
frighten'd with the main Body of the Kings Ar- 
my, Which appear'd on the neighbouring Hills. 
Illuftrious „. fortify thy Heart with all 
the neceſſary Retrenchments of heroick Virtue; 
and rather than ſurrender to Temptations of 
Vice on diſhonourable Terms, run the Hazard 
of a Storm. IR Os 


Parts, 6th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1652, | 
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25 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew er 


Vienna. 


| vw E are altogether by the Ears in this Ring- 

dom, killing, burning and deſtroying one 
another, whilſt you in Germany enjoy abun- 
dance of Peace. The Occaſion of o:r Quarrels 
here, is, the Return of Cardinal Mazarini, 


againſt whom the Duke of Orleans and Prince of 
Conde are inveterate Enemies. The former is de- 


elared Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom by the 
Parliament of Paris; who give it out, that the 
King is Cardinal Matarin!'s Priſoner. They 
have alſo beſtow'd the Command of all Forces un- 
der the Authority of the ſaid Duke, on the 
Prince of Bonds.” tu Eons: 
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Four Days ago there was a bloody Encounter 


* 
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Their Principal and only Pretence, is the Remo- 

val of the Cardinal from the Xing and his Council. 

What will be the iſſue Time will demonſtrate. 

There has been a Due! lately fought, between 

the Dukes of Beaufort and Nemours, two eminent 
Friends to the Prince of Conde. 

The King going to a Town call'd Pontoiſe, ſome 
Leagues from Paris, drew a great many Counſel- 
lors and Preſidents of Parliament thither ; Men 

who are loyal and ſtedfaſt to his Cauſe, This en- 
couraged the King to put forth a Declaration, 
commanding the Parliament to meet at Pontoiſe, 
They, on the other (ide, publiſh'd an Arreſt 
againſt this Declaration, Thus they continue Pi- 
quering one at another, | 

But here is News arriv'd from Cologne, which 
ſurprizes People very much. I know not the true 
Ground of their Aftoniſhment ; but the Prieſts 
ſeem to be mad for Joy, All that I can hear 
about it, is, the Reſtoration of the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion in that Province, which is a Novelty 
unexpected; eſpecially the Eccleſtaftick Grandeur, 
which, it ſeems, has been laid aſide above theſe 
hundred Years. I tell thee only as I am inform'd 
my ſelf : It lies in thy Power to certify me of 
the Truth of Matters. 

They ſay alſo, That the famous General John 
de Werdt is dead; as likewiſe the Archbiſhop of 
Treves. It is added, That Frankendal is ſurrene 
der'd to the Elector of Heidelberg, according to 
the late Agreement at Munſter ; and that there is 
a Diet begun at Ratisboy. 1 
I deſirè thee to inform me of all theſe Things 
particularly, and of whatſoeyer elſe occurs in the 
Court where thou reſideſt. 9 5 | | 
As to. Matters of Religion, be not over ſedulous : 
Piety is compriz d in a few Rules. Yet the Soul 
of Man is naturally Inquiſitive, and would fain be 
ny 1 Inns acquainted | 
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acquainted with all Things. T adviſe thee to caſt 
thy Eyes frequently on the Earth that is under 
thy Feet; ſurvey the Groves and Fields, the 
Mountains and Valleys, Rocks and Rivers : Then 
look up to the Heavens, and take a ſtedfaſt View 
of the Sars; conſider the Beauty and Order of 
all Things: And after this tell me, if thou can'{t 
imagine, That the great and immenſe Creatoy of 
this wonderful Fabrick form'd all the Nations of 
the Earth to damn em eternally, ſave only thoſe 


of your Race. | : 
Son of Iſrael, 1 wiſh thee heartily adieu. 


Cards. 1 1th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1652. 125 


| 

LETTER VII. 

| | k 

To the Kaimacham. 

2 4 

HE Pariſians ſeem to be all in a Dream or t 
Trance: They know not what they ſay or a1 

do, or at leaſt they care not: Such is the im- h 
menſe Joy for the Return of the King to this City, d. 
The Steps to this ſudden Change, were the ret!- 
ring of Cardinal Maxarini from the Court; which th 
was ſeconded with a Declaration of Indemnity, or oc 
a general Pardon for all that had paſſed during P, 
theſe Troubles, ſave ſome particular Reſcrvcs, hit 
Sacrilege, Fires, and ſuch like. This worked ce 
ſtrangely on the Inhabitants of Paris. But the er 
Prince of Conde not finding any Satisfaction, as to ar 
his own Perſon in this Amneſty, call'd in the Duke a9 
of Lorrain's Army to his Aſſiſtance. Theſe re- gr 
due d the King's Forces to ſo great a Streight and thi 


1 Extre- 


— 
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Extremity, that the Parliament being ſenſible of 
the Advantage, made uſe of it, and ſent Deputies 
to the King, beſeeching him to continue in the 
ſame good Reſolution he had taken befdte this 
Misfortune. | | 
The Monarch ſuffer d himſelf to be overcome, 
by a Violence mix d with ſo much Submiſſion, 
and yielded to their Requeſts. Immediately the 
Hearts of the Prince of Condes Friends grew 
cold, and began to change their Sentiments. In 
a Word, they were reſolved to deſert their new 
Maſter, and caſt themſelves at the Feet of their 
lawful Sovereign. The Grandees, who had moſt 
affected Condes Intereſt, laid down their Offices. 
The Foreign Armies of Spaniards and Lorrainers 
retired out of the Kingdom. The Citizens of Pa- 
ris ſent a Deputation, conſiſting of Sixty Six Per- 
ſons of Honour, to invite the King to the City, 
and aſſure him of their future Allegiance. All 
the Officers of the Milizia did the like. The King 
being fatisfy'd with the timely Penitence of his 
Sub jeds, and having commanded ſome preparatory 
Alterations in Places of Truſt, entered this City on 
the Twenty Firſt of the laſt Moon, with the Joy 
and Acclamatiom which could expreſs - the Love of 
his People, and the Regret they had laboured under 
during his Abſence. Ye 
Thou ſeeſt, illuſtrious Miniſter, that though by 
the Artifices of a Faction a King may be rendered 
odious to his Subjects, be baniſhed from his 
Palace, and have the Gates of his Cities ſhut againſt 
him, as befel to this Kin; Yet the Inconvenien- 
ces they feel in taking up Arms againſt him, ſoon- 
er or later bring them to Repentance ; and they 
are glad to court his Return, whom but a while 
ago they forced away by their Undutifulneſs, to 
gratify the Ambition of a bold young Prince of 
the Blood, who promiſed, and ventured all things 
| in 
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in hopes of a Crown, For it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
That the Prince of Conde had leſs Aims when he 
firſt began this War; tho' his Pretences were ſpe- 
cious, Daly to remove Cardinal Maxarini, and 
other evil Miniſters from the King, and to protect 
the French from the Machinations of Spaniſh and 
Italian Counſels; whulſt it is evident, That all 
along he and bis Party have been ſupported by 
the King of Spain in their Rebellion. One would 
wonder how the French, a ſenſible and witty Na- 
tion, could be thus imoſed upon. But the Arabi- 

an Proverb ſays, T here are none ſo blind, as 
thoſe that ia ſhut their Eyes. 

Yet whatever Stupidity reigns among the Franks, 
methinks nothing but Light and Reaſon ought to 
appear in the Actions of the Muſſulmans. I am 
confounded to hear of the Rebellions in Syria and 
Egypt. Will they never give Reſt to the Banner 
of the Prophet !] Muſt the ſupreme Miniſter be ever 
0 in proclaiming the Nefiraum ? What 
Offence has been given to the Baſſa of Damaſcus, 
or to him of Caire? 


Sage Preſident of the Imperial City, I am 


abaſh'd before the Tyfidels, when I hear theſe tra- 
gical Reports out of the Eaſt. | 
But what can be expected, when the Manners 
of the Faithful are quite eſtranged from thoſe of 
their Fathers * The Muſſulmans almoſt out- do the 
Franks in Vice and Debauchery. | 
When thou readeſt this, draw thy Scymitar and 
make a Scabbard of the next Man who mutters a 
Word againſt our lauful Sovereign, | 


Paris, 26th of the «th Moon, 
of the Year 1651. 


DET: 
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7 7⁰ Dgnet Oglou. 


Treu thee, I am neither melancholy nor merry, 
but in a kind of mungrel Humour, be- 
tween. both, I am half e 1a and Nee 
half Heraclitus; being equally dispos d to laugh 
and weep at the Vai * all Things here "A 
low. That Thought touches me ſenſibly, yer 
not enough to carry me into Extremes, The Mi- 
ſery and Happineſs of the whole Life of Mor- 
tals, are Themes ſcarce worth a Paſſion. What- 
ever we endure as an Evil, or poſſeſs as a Good, 
are both ſo ſhort, that as the one need not fink us 
to an Exceſs of Grief, ſo neither does the other 
deſerve a Paroxiſm of Foy. A Sigh or a Tear are 
enough for the firſt, and a Smile is too much 
; for the laſt, My Mind at preſent is an /Equi- 
— Rec 11 aL 
'Þ What ſignifies the Birth of the greateſt Monarch, 
- or that he can boaſt of a long Deſcent of Kings, 
his Progenitors? He is born to Labour and Trou- 
8 ble as well as other Men; and all the charming 


pf Pleaſures that attend a Crown a re ſcarce ſufficient 
1C to recompence his Cares and Fatigues, his Hazards 


and Toils, and the perpetual Riſques he runs both 
1d in Peace a0 Wr # Fe e 
a If from the Cradle he make an eatly Step to a 
Throne, tis but a mock Honour to be crown'd 
with a Wreath of Briars, ſqueez'd and preſs d in- 
to his tender Temples by the deceitful Hands of 
his Guardiars and Miniſters, who ſtrive only to 
lay the Foundation of their own Honour in his 
+ Run, by improving the Time of his Minority, 
and making Oppreſſion chymical ; that during 
dhe Res Þ4 
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their preſent Authority, they may expect the Life 


and Elixir of his Subjects Wealth, and hoard it in 


their. own Coffers, leaving only the Lees to him 
when he comes of Age, and theſe generally com- 
pounded with the IIl-will of his People, I wiſh 
the Caſe prove not the ſame in our preſent Sove- 
reign Sultan Mahomet ; who thou knoweſt, was 
lifted! to his Father's Throne before his Time, and 
by Methods which cannot be juſtify'd. It was 
the Mufti's Plot, who is the Oracle of the Laws; 
and ſo the Muſſulmans acquieſced But mark the 
End; ſuch Tyreaſons ſeldom eſcape unpuniſhed. 
Tho" Sultan Ibrahim was depos'd and impriſon'd, 
(not to mention that which grates the Ears of any 
loyal Ottoman) though his eldeſt Son be placed on 
nis Throne to ſerve the Ends of a Faction; yet a 
Younger than he may live to revenge the Wrongs 
that were done to his Father, and reſtore the En- 

pire of the Faithful to its priſtine Grandeur. There 
are now above three Years elaps'd ſince the 
change of Affairs at the Seraglio. In the mean 
time, doſt thou not obſerve the Diſcontents of the 
People? Is there not a general Coldneſs and Neu- 
'trality to be diſcern'd in the Converſation of thoſe 
who, at firſt, were moſt forward to approve the 


Muſtis Proceedings? Men begin every whas | 


to refle& on the preſent Revolution, and its fatal 
Conſequences. Th 

quite unpoveriſh'd the Empire. Decay of Trade, 
Want of Money, and a Thouſand other Things, 
are the daily Complaints in Conſtantinople: This 
IT am told from very good Hands, Men of {e- 
veral Nations, Merchants who trade in that 
City, Perſons altogether unbyaſs'd, They, 2s 
Strangers, have been. inquiſitive, during their 
| Reſidence there, into the Raser of the People, 


to find how the Muſſulmans ſtand affected to the 
preſent” State of the Ottoman Affairs. I who ap- 
Sk | | prove 


e Venitian War, they ſay, has 
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 ourſelyes 39! be rempred with her ſofter Pleaſures. 


* 8 


prove not the Preſumption of thoſe Infidels, yet 
make uſe of t to inform myſelf of ſeveral material 
Paſſages, Which I could not otherwiſe learn at this 
Diſtance from the auguſt Port, n 
They tell me, The Soldiers murmur that ſo 
many thouſands of Men have been facrific'd in 
Candia and Dalmatia; whillt what they gain in 
the land, they looſe on the Continent : for it ſeems, 
the Venetians are {till too hard for us one way or 
other, They grumble alſo for want of their due 
Pay, and that they have not Bread enough to 
keep em from ſtarying, A certain Greek aflur;d 
me, he had heard ſeyeral of the Spabis ſwear ſo- 
lemnly, That it was agreed among them, ,not 
to go into Dalmatia the next Campaign. But this 
1 took as a Strain of the Grecian's natural Faculty 
who thou knoweſt, are much given to Roman- 
eing. However J hear enough both from them 
and other Travellers of Eaſt and Weſt, to convince 
me, That ſome of the Grandees at the Imperial 
City are in 7a, tottering Condition. 
All which ſerves but to confirm my firſt Diſ- 
courſe, that hardly any thing on Earth is worth 
a Thought, ſince all Things are of fo ſhort Du- 
ration. 5 
In à Word, the World ſeems to be a Garden in- 
termingled with Roſes and Weeds. The firſt are fo 
cloſe encompaſs d with "Thorns; That a Man can- 
not gather em without wounding himſelf: And 
if there be more eaſe in cropping the latter, yet 
they are umvholeſom, and ſtink} putting a Man 
to as frequent Purifications, as the Times he 


touches m. 


Let thou and I, dear De net, paſs along the Allys 
of this Garden, view her Beauties audi Deformities 
With an eyen Mind; not putting ourſelyes to 
the Fatigue of gathering her Flowers, or ſuffering 


But 
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But let every Thing we ſee and hear in this enchant- 
ed Ground ſerve the Ends of our Contemplation, 
being ſtedfaſtly mindful of this Truth, That all 
thoſe Things which r leere ſo gay and full of 
Charms, are nothing but mere empty Idea's and 
| feeting Shadows of that ſubſtantial and perma- 
nent Pleaſure which has ber Reſidence only in 
Paradiſe. | 1 
Thou may'ſt tell the Kaimacham, our Friend, 
that now the King of France begins to play the 
' Monarch on the Bottom of his own Wit and Cou- 
rage, without the Aſſiſtance or Counſel of Twtors, 0 
He has brought the Parliament to an abſolute 0 
Compliance with his Will, having purged that Se- 
r 


vate of diſaffected Members, and baniſh'd from the 
Court the Duke of Orleans, who pretended a Right 
to rule his Sovereign. In the mean Time, the Prince 8 
of Conde has taken Rethel, and St, Meneboud, whilſt k 

* Barcelona is ſurrender'd to the Spaniards, Thus 


what is gain d in one Point, is loſt in another. £ 
Doubtleſs there is nothing ſtable on Earth. ; a 
Paris, 82h of the 11th Moon, tt 
of the Year 1652 + 
SETTER x 2 

To Melec Amet. 15 

lat 


THY Adventure, and miraculous Eſcape ne 
over the Danube, put me in mind of a tif 

certain French Nobleman of the Prince of Condes Ing 

Party, who laſt Summer being cloſely purſu'd 
by ſome of the King's Horſe, and himſelf excel- 
lently mounted, leap'd Hedges and Ditches +: 
a: 5 ; ay0! 
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avoid Captivity, At length they had chag'd him 


into the Corner of the Land, from whence it was 


impoſſible for him to- eſcape but by ſwimming 


o'er a ſmall; Arm of the Sea, What Riſques will 


not a Man run for the Love of Liberty? This 
Perſon, like an o'er-heated: Stag, perceiving his 
Hunters cloſe at his Heels, boldly leap'd on Horſe- 
back into the Sea, chuſing rather to periſh in the 


Waters, than to fall into his Enemies Hands. 


None were ſo hardy as to follow him through 
the uncertain Waves. However, his Hoyſe being 
of matchleſs Strength, carried him ſafe over to 
the oppoſite Shore, As ſoon as he arrived at the 
next Town, where he had many Friends, he re- 
lated this wonderful Paſſage. But inſtead of che- 


riſhing his Horſe for fo faithful and invaluable a- 
Service, he drew his Sword, and immediately 


kill'd the Beaſt that ſay'd his Life, ſaying, He did 
it for the Sake of Fame, bein reſolv'd that his 
Horſe ſhould never perform the b 

other Mortal, _ HT ; : 
This was an ungrateful Caprice, and far from 


the Morality of Sultan Selim, the Son of Bajaxet, 
who, when his truſty Horſe Carabuluc had once 


ſavd his Life by his extraordinary Swiftneſs; he 
in Token of his 'Thankfulneſs, built a Stable on 
purpoſe for him in a large Encloſure of Mea- 
dows, allowing a Penſion to a Groom to wait on 


the meritorious Beaſt, and give him his free De. 


light in all Things as long as he liv'd, com- 
manding that he ſhould never more be forced to 
labour or travel. And to compleat the Happi- 
neſs of the Bea ſt, he cull'd out ſome of the beau- 
tiful'ſt Mares of Arabia to accompany him, charg- 
ing alſo, that the Doors of the Stable ſnould be 
always open for the Horſe to go in or out, and 
range when and where he pleas d. This was a 
Ceneroſiey worthy of an W 6 Monarch, whom 
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as thy Letter informs me, thou haſt in Part imi- 
ties: We fi 94633012600) 50, 
But ſuch is ſome Mens Ambition and vain 
Deſire to be talk'd of, that they care not by what 
barbarous Methods they accompliſh. their Aim: 
Tr was a Motive of this Nature which tempted 
Eroſtratus to ſet Fire to the famous Temple of 
Epheſus ; which had been two hundred Years in 
building, and was numbred among the Seven 
Monders of the World. © "2K 
This happen'd on the very Night that Alexan- 
der the Great was born. And the Villain being 
ask d, why he committed ſo deſtructive a Sacyi- 
lege; anſwer d, * That it was to acquire an im- 
mortal Fame by ſo ſtupendous a Wickedneſs, ſince 


ce he could not hope to be recorded for his Vertue. 
Plutarch mentions a Jeſt that was made on this 


Deſtruction of Diana's Temple. For it was com- 
mon in every Body's Mouth, That the Goddeſs be- 
ing call'd that Night to the Labour of Ohmpias, 


the Mother of Alexander, could not be preſent at. 


Home to fave her Houſe from burning. For the 
Gentiles believ'd, That Diana (whom they alſo 
call'd Lucina) was inviſibly aſſiſtant at the Birth of 
Gl ð ⁵ ⁵ VVw ̃ ̃ 0 | 
However, the Prieſts made no | Jeſt on't ; but 
ran up and down howling and making Gaſhes in 
their Fleſh, preſaging; that Fate was that Day bu- 
ſy'd in ſigrung the Decree: of Aſia's Ruin. This 


is certain, that that very Night the Man was 


born who was deſtin d to ſubdue all Aſia, and 
on the Ruins of the Perſian Empire raiſe the 
Monarchy of the Macedonians.” However, the 
Villain who burnt the Temple had not his Deſire; 
for it was decreed throughout all Aſia, that his 


Name ſhould never be mentioned in Hiftory, or 


i 
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It is recorded of a certain Governor of a City 
ih Jtaly,. that being on the Top of an high 
Tower with only the Pope, the German Emperor, 
and an Ambaſſador from Venice in his Company, 
he was tempted to throw the two former over 
the Batilements, as they were wa. a Survey of 
the City; which he might have eaſily done, for 
they were both aged, and incapable of reſiſting 
his Strength. This Paſſage he confeſs'd to his 
ghoſtiy Father; and being asK'd, what induced 
tym to think of ſuch a horrid Treaſon ? He an- 
ſwer'd, „ That it might be ſaid, He did a Thing 
« which never was done before, nor in all proba-. 
ce bility would ever be done again; ſince ro Prince 
« having heard ſuch a Story, would ever venture 
« himſelf into the fame Danger without a ſufficient 
4 Guard of his own.” But however, he had not 
Reſolution enough to go thro' with his Project. 

I hear thou art like to acquire Fame by other 
Methods than theſe, being in a fair Way to riſe 
by thy Virtues to ſome conſiderable Employments 
in the Empire; for which 1 equally rejoice with 
thyſelf, - . 

In the mean Time twill perhaps be obliging to 
tell thee ſome News out of theſe Parts, which will 
make thy Company welcome to the Grandees: They 
love to converſe with Men who can furniſh'em with 
Intelligence of Foreign Affair. 

The freſheſt Diſcourſe | here, is of the Impri- 
ſonment of the Cardinal de Retz, who was arreſt- 
ed by the King's Order on the nineteenth of thus. 
Moon. What his Crime is I cannot inform thee, 
unleſs it be that he is an Enemy to Cardinal Ma- 
rarini. People generally give him the Character 
of a very honeſt Man; but thou know'lt Honeſty. 
is counted a Vice in the Courts of theſe Weftern 
Princes. The Crafty are the only Men of Virtze 
and Merit among the * 9 21 
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Thou may 'ſt alſo report for a Certainty, That the 


. Spaniards have taken Dunkirk in Flanders, and 


Cazal in the Dukedom of Mantua. This T own is 


ſaid to be the Key of all Italy: I cannot tell thee 


which is the Lock it belongs to; nor, I believe, 


they themſelves. But this I obſerve, that when 


the King of France fits down before any Place 
with his Army, whoever has the Key, neither 
Locks nor Bolts can keep him out long. And *tis 
ten to one if he do not find an Entrance into this 
Place again very ſpeedily, when the Spaniſh King 
has pleas'd himſelf for a while with an imaginary 
Poſſefſion of it. eats TO. 

T conclude my Letter juſt at the Hour when 
the old Year expires, according to the Account 
of the Chriſtians, wilhing thee a Scene of New 
Felicities, | 


Paris, 31 f of the 12th Moon 


of the Year 1652, 


— — — 7 a A 


LETTER XI. 
To the ſame. 


2 7 Aving the Opportunity of a Day or two 


1 more before the Poſt goes out of Town, 


I make uſe of it to ask thee, Whether there be 
any Notice taken in your Parts of a Comet newly 
appearing above the Orb of the Sun? It has not 


been obſery'd here till within theſe few Nights. 


And the Aſtronomers, notwithſtanding the Cold- 


neſs of the Seaſon, (which I aſſure thee is ſharp 
enough) are very buſy with their Teleſcopes to 


Pry into the Figure of this Meteor, and- obſerve its 


Motions, | 
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Motions, They take yu Pains, and endure all 
the Rigour of Froſt and Snow, in hopes of making 
ſome new Diſcovery, ; 

The Vulgar look on it as a great Prodigy: 
There are a Thouſand Opinions among them 
about its Conſequences : Every Body ſets up for 
a judicial Aſtrologer. Nay the Learned themſelves, 
and ſuch as are eſteem'd great Philoſophers, cannot 

agree in their Judgment concerning it. Some 
aſſert that the Matter of the Heavens is ſubje& 
to Corruption and Change, and that this Comet is 
generated after that Manner: Whilſt others hold a 
contrary Opinion. They are all divided, and diſ- 
pute hotly in as unintelligible Terms as the Lan- 
Fache of America are to us of this Continent. 
hey amuſe one another, and themſelves, with far- 
ferch'd Words: And all this while, for ought I 
know, the wiſeſt among em may be as much 
under a Miſtake as thoſe who never ſtudy'd ſuch 
Things. All the Inſtruments of the Opticks are 
fought out to help their Sight; and yet they may 
be as much in the Dayk as the Men in Plato's Cave; 
It is an Article of my Faith, that we Mortals 
know very little of thoſe far-diſtint Beings. But 
theſe Franks are the moſt opiniated People in 
the World: no Man has the Modeſty to allow 
another as much Right to Reaſon as himſelf. 
Every one ſets up for a Dogmatiſt, and requires the 
Intellects of all others to be refign'd to his; tho 
erhaps that be only form'd by the Rules of his 
arents, the Impreſſions of his early Years, the 
Force of Education, the Faſhion of his Country, 
or by ſome notable Accident in his Life: All 
which are equally. liable to Falſhood and Truth. = 
How many Sed, were there of the ancient Philo- 
ſophers, Lach defending their ſevera] Opinions? 
One fays, the Heavens are made of Braſs; ano- 
ther of Iron; a third of Smoke, This will 
AT. 8 > wv 
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have em to be ſolid; that fluid: There is no End 
of their Cantagverſie . 
In the mean Time no Man knows what they 


are made of, or what is the Figure of the World ; 


whether round or ſquare, or beyond all Dimenſt- 


ons; whether Matter be diviſible or indiviſible in 


the laſt Atom. Who can aſſure me, if there be 
only one World, or whether there may not as well 
be a thouſand. Millions? Whether the Stars be 
Opake Bodies as this Earth, and inhabited, or no? 
I tell thee again, there is no Certainty of theſe 
Things. Man's Senſes are too weak, his Imagina- 


tion too frail,” and all his Faculties far too ſhort. 


to comprehend the Works of the Omnipotent, who 
alone is <viſe and perfect in Science. 


Wilt thou have my Opinion of this Comet ? I 


am apt to think tis ſome ſuch Globe of combuſtible 
Matter as our Earth appears to be, and perhaps 

« burden'd with as many Sinners, that either by 
the Courſe of Nature, or Decree of Deſtiny, the 
enclos d Fire has broke its Bounds, and ſpread its 


conſuming Flames o er the Surface; which embody- 
ing themſelves in the Pyramid of Smoke, ariſing 


from ſo vaſt a Conſtagration, cauſe that Appearance 
which we call the Tail of a Blazing - Star. And, 
for ought I know, after the ſame Manner ſhall all 
our Globe appear to the Inhabitants of thoſe re 


mote Worlds at our Day of Judgment. 


ſhut up my Sou] from future Lights; but leaving 


Things as J find em, full of Mykery and double 


Faces, I will expect no better Fate than that of 


| Socrates, That as I have liv'd, fo ſhall I die in 


Doubt, only hoping for plenary Satisfaction in the 


Paris, 2.d of the 1ſt Mon,. 
F 'the Tear 165%, | 


I am not poſitive. in; theſe Matters, nor will ! 


C2 
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752 peſteli-Hali bis Brother, Maſter of 


the Grand Scignior D Cuſtoms. 


OW thou beginneſt to reap the Friit of thy 
Travels May'ſt thou live to have a full 
Jarveft. 1 eſteem myſelf infinitely obliged to the 


illuſtrious Baſſa, our Countryman, for *his partt- | 
cular Friendſhip in this Buſineſs, © Tis true, thy 


own Merits were a ſufficient Recommendation: 
Bur what Light can a Candle give that is ſhut op 
cloſe in a dark Lantborn? So thick was the Vet 


which thy own Modeſty had drawn o'er the ler 


dor of the moſt eb Wd Virtues. 

Son of my Mother, let not what'T have faid 
pak for the Words of a Flatterer. Thou knowelt 
I am as free from that Vice, as I am from Envy: 
Tis Affection only guides my Pen, when I tel! 
_ thee, I heartily * in my Brother's Proſperi- 
ty; and that the Grand Seignior has a falthfut 


Servant. hope that Sovereign of Sovereign will, 


in time, find Reaſons to facknow ledge to the no- 
ble Kerker Haſſan, the good Office he has done 
him in preſenting ſuch a Slave. Let no Error of 
thine baulk my Expectation. 

Twill be an eternal Honour to the Howe and 
| Tribe from which we deſcend, if by acquirting 
thyſelf fairly in this Poſt, our great Maſter that 
think thee - worthy of a more ſublime Station. 
Therefore eſteem this only as a Tryal of thy Fde- 
tity, and how far thou art capable of ſetving the 
Sultan. Be induſtrious but not affected in diſ- 


cloſing thy Abilities. Obſerve. a Gradation ; for 


the ſloweſt Steps of Greatneſs are the moſt ſecvre! 


Aim not to de rieb and mig hey on a ſudden. 


£41 * K 6 Swift 
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ſwift Riſes are often attended with precipitate 
Falls. If in other Caſes, tis commendable to be 
niggardly of Time, and ſqueeze every Minute 
to an Improvement of Virtue; yet thou wilt find 
it expedient to follow other Maxims, in the way 
of growing Great: And that to be liberal in 
Tears of Patience, will be no unprofitable Fru- 
gality in he main; fince what is ſocneſt got, is 
e in the Poſſeſſion; and he that mono- 
polizes Honours or Wealth, is moſt times envied 
to his Ruin. . Wy OT 
_ . Nature itſelf ſhall convince thee of this, if 
thou wilt but contemplate her moſt obvious Works. 
Caſt thy Eye on the Oak among the Plants: What 
Vegetable is more permanent, or of greater Ser- 
vice to Men? Yet the Tree of ſo vaſt a Bulk, in 
whoſe aged hollow Trunk I have ſeen ſixteen 
Men fitting round a Table, under whoſe wide- 
. ſpread Branches the Houſe of Erom Eb'niel Eben 
berophaim, the chief Emir of Arabia, is built and 
Rands at this Day. I fay, this Tree, in its firſt 
Original, was not fo big as the Thumb of thy Right 
Hand: And, if Maturalifts ſpeak Truth, "Twas 
2 Hundred Years a growing to theſe Dimenſions, 
as many in a fix d and flouriſhing Condition, and 
that it will not take up a leſs Time in decaying to 
its laſt Rottenneſs. 7) 9 ITY 
They ſay alſo, That an Elephant, the biggeſt 
and ſtrongeſt of all the Beaſts on the Earth, lives 
two hundred Years, and continues encreaſing in its 
Stature the greateſt Part of that Term, The like 
they relate of Crocodiles and Dragons. 
But not to tire thee with Examples of this Na- 
ture, let us. conſider, that whatſoever is great 
and durable among Men, whatſoever is illuſtri- 
ous and excellent, is ſlow in the Production, and 
makes not haſty Leaps to Maturity. View all 
the Monarc bies that have made {0 * - 
5 353 oe p Me | arib, 


Earth, and thou wilt find, that in Proportion to 
the Time of their growing Greatneſs, was, the 


Term of their Duration. How ſwift was the Riſe 


and Fall of the Per an Empire * Equally precipt- 
tate was that of the Macedonians. None could 


ever boaſt of ſo permanent and univerſal a Sway as 


the City of Rome, of which it is commonly faid, 
Rome was not built in a Day. | a 
To come nearer Home: How laſting and per- 


petually Victorious, is the ſacred Empire of the 
Muſſulmans? Yet it took its Riſe from very 


ſmall Beginnings, met with frequent Repulſes, and 
has made a ſlow Progreſſion to the preſent formi- 


dable Height of Sovereign Power it now poſleſles : 


For, thou knoweſt, this is the thouſandth, ſixtieth 
and third Year, ſince the Holy Flight of the Meſ- 


enger of Goo, 


What 1 have faid, may be apply'd with Pro- 
portion to Mens perſonal Advances in the Honours 


and Fortunes of this World. Be content therefore 


with thy Seaſons wherein Deſtiny ſhall think fit to 


raiſe thee, and ſtrive not to our-run thy Fate. 


All the News I can tell thee is, that Cardinal 
Mazarini return d the 13th of the laſt Moon from 


his ſecond Baniſhment ; which thou may'ſt report 


for a Truth to the Minifters of State, 
We are all Exiles here on Earth. Goy reſtore 
us to a Region more agreeable, and admit us to the 


Careſſes of our Friends in Paradiſe, _ 


Paris, 25th of the zd Moon, 


of the Tear 1653. 


N 44 I L + . 
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L. E * T E R XIII. 
25 Kerker Haſſan, Bat. 


UE Bleſſings of Gon and TY 3 de- 
ſcend upon thee from a thouſand. Sources. 
T hou art a true Friend, and our whole Family 
are obliged to thee for Favours which have 
no N Bur none more than my Bro- | 
ther and 1; Our Engagements to thee are equal; 
a ſince what Kindneſs thou haſt ſnewed to him, 
in recommending .. him to the Sultan's Favour, 
and to a Place of Honour and Profit, I take as 
done to myſelf, we being naturally Sharers in 
each other's Proſperity, or adverſe, Fortune; . for 
ſuch is the Method of ſtrict Relations and .Friend- 
ſhips. And I have à particular Reaſon to thank 
thee, becauſe it was at my Inſtance, thou promo- 
- ted'{t him. Vet tho he is my Brother, I ſhould 
not be ſo partial as to day theſe Things in his be- 
half, did I not know him to be a Man of Merit, 
For Places of Truſt, ought not to be beſtow d for 
Favour or Affection. We are bound to, ſacrifice 
all private Regards to the Intereſt of the Grand 
Seignior; and not act Uke the French, Who get 


Offcers of the greateſt Importance many times 


by being of a Faction, or Party, oppoſite to their 
ng. 

Since the Return of Cardinal Mazarini to this 
Court, which was in the-foregoing Moon, the King 
has reform'd many Abuſes of this kind He begins 
to feel his own Strength and Authority ev'ry Day 
more and more. 

In the Moon of December dy'd Cardinal Richlieu's 
Brother, who was Biſbop of Lions, and Grand 
Almoner of France. The King has beſtow' d theſe 

Honours 


| . 
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_ Honours on Cardinal Antonio Barberini, who took 
Sanctuary in this Court, from the Perſecutions of 
the preſent Roman Pontiff, almoſt ten Years ago. 
He has always eſpouſed the King of France's In. 
tereſt in Rome. And the gritefal Monarch re- 
ceived him. with much Affection; and, as an 
additional Honour, has made him a Knight of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the chiefeſt Order of Knight- 
hood in Francde. 1 3 
It is freſhly reported here, that the Dyke” of 
Newburgh, a great Prince in Germany, is dead. 
They talk of certain Prodigies that have been 
lately ſeen in England, Ireland, and other Paris 
of Europe; as raining of warm Blood, Tin and 
Copper. And 'tis affirmed for certain, that three 
Suns were lately ſeen at Dublin, the chief City 
ea,, R 
There has been a Sea-Combat between the En- 
gliſb and Hollanders on the Coaſt of [zaly. Where- 
in they ſay the Dutch had the Victory, having 
ſunk two of their Enemies Ships, and taken one, 
: _—_—_ any conſiderable Loſs on their own 
| Here is no other News ſtirring at preſent 
worth the Knowledge of a Muſſulman Grandee. 
The Eyes of all the 4575 Nazarenes are fix d 
on that Refuge of the orld where thou reſideſt, 
and on the Actions of our invincible Vixir in 


They diſcourſe of ſome Overtures of Peace 
which that great General has made to the Vereti- 
ans, if they will forthwith ſurrender the City of 
Candia to the victorious Oſm ann. 
If this be true, one would think ſo great 


*'3 


Clemency, muſt needs tempt the proud 1rnfidels to 
Submiſſion and Compliance. But if Deſtiny has 
otherwiſe decreed, I wiſh they may feel the Force 
of our Arms, | which appear more keen than 

88 | even 


— 
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even the Scythe of Time, that Devourer of all 

Paris, 27th of the 3d Moon, 

of the Tear 1653. | 
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1 B TTA KEY, 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at 
ee ee 


H Y laſt Letter ſpeaks thee at once willin 

to be enlightned, yet tenacious of thy ol 
Prepoſſeſſionts. I wonder not at the Difficulty thou 
findeſt in ſhaking off the Prece pts of thy Rabb/'s, 
_ thoſe Religious Triflers, The Influence of Educa. 
tion is as forcible as that of our Birth: And the Ha- 
bit, that are rooted in us in our tender Tears are 
harder to be diſplanted, than the inherent Aﬀe- 
ckions of our Blood : This is ſignified by the Ara- 
bian Proverb, which ſays, The Tutors of Youth 
| have an Aſcendant over the Stars of their Na- 
_givity. © .. TO | RO 0g 

put Mow it has been eſteem d the peculiar Glory 
of thy Nation, that you have been rigid Obſer- 
vers of the Tradition, of your Fathers + From 
which, rather than deviate a Tittle, there have 
not been wanting ſuch as freely expos'd them- 
ſelves, and have ; aw endur'd Racks, Scourg- 
ings, Burnings, aud all forts of Torments, even 
the moſt exquifitely cruel Deaths, that the Malice 
of Tyrants could invent. But do not I know alto 
that in ſome of the moſt weighty Points of your 
La, your Zeal has exceeded your Prudence ? 
I ſpeak not of the private Bigotry of one Man, 
or a few; but of the Repreſentative Body of 
your whole Nation, How 'foolfhly ſuperſtitious 
"Res wers 


—. 
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were your Armies in the Days of Mattathias, 
when being aſſaulted by their Enemies on the Sab- 
_ bath Day, they refuſed to draw a Sword in their 
own Defence, and ſo were all cut off by the Army 
of Antioc hs? This is no invidious Remark of your 
Adverſaries in Religion, but the Obſervation of 
Foſephus, a Man of the fame Faith, and ſprung 
from the Stock of Iſrael as well as thy ſelf. 
Now tell me thy Opinion, did your Fathers do 
well in thus ſacrificing themſelves and the whole 
Intereſt of Iſrael to a miſtaken Punctilio of that 
Obedience they ow'd the Law, or no? If thou 
alloweſt the former, then Mattahias did wicked- 
ly in making a Decree, that from thenceforth it 
ſhould be lawful on the Sabbath Day to reſiſt 
their Enemies; and all the Fewvs were guilty of 
many notorious Breaches of the Law, in obey- 
ing this Decree, and fighting on the Sabbath Day:; 
But if thou fay'ſt, they did ill in not fighting, 
tho' at a prohibited Time, and prohibited under 
the ſevereſt Curſes, then it follows, that there is 
no Point of your Law which may not, nay, which 
ought not to be diſpenſed with, and give way 
to the Intereſt of State, and the Good of the 
Commonwealth. So that at this rate, the Religion, 
for which you are all ſo zealous, will appear to 
be but a Form of Government, divinely contrived 
for human Regards. I do not call in Queſtion the 
miraculous Delivery of your Law on Mount Sinai. 
Suffer me to plead without Suſpicion of Partiality: 
I do not go about to invalidate the Teſtimony 
of Moſes and the Prophets. Doubtleſs the moſt 
High came down through the Heavens, attended 
wit Nairiads of Angels, and thirty two thouſand 
Chariots of Fire; aud when he ſtood on the Top 
of the Mountain, the Rear of his Train had not 
paſs d the Silver Gates of the Moon. The Sun ap- 
eur d in his Circuit, as one aſtoniſn d; he 
po f 


and fled away from the eternal Brightneſs, not 
able to endure the Luſtre of a Glory ſo far ſurpaſ- 
ſing his -n. The Stars were dazzled at the im- 
mortal Splendor, and miſtook their Courſe; they 
run againſt one another in their affrighted Careers. 
And as a laſting Ade moria l of that glorious Deſcent, 
the Angels left their bright Impreſſions of their 
Foot ſteps in the Path; that heavenly Road is to 
this Day diſtingwſh'd from all the reſt of the Sky by 
its Whiteneſs, which makes the Aſtronomers call ic 
TE Mitxy WV. . 
The Nations of the Earth were amaz d at the 
tremendous Viſion and Noiſe; for the Mountain 
was all on Fire, whoſe Flames reach d up to the 
Clouds, and its Smoke to the Mid- Heaven. The 
Globe trembled and quak d at the dreadful 7 huz- 
derings, and the Lightnings penetrated the A/ 
of Hell. The infernal Spirits were ſtartled at the 
unc oui h Flaſhes ; and ask'd one another, If the Day 
of Fudgnent were come? The Waters hid them- 
_ ſelves in their Fountains, and the Ocean utter da 
deep murmur. Every thing in Nature was ſur- 
pris'd with Wonder and Dread; and Moſes him: 
ſclf, when he came down from the Mountain, 
was all transform d into Light, (© © 
Thou ſeeſt, Nathan, I am no Infidel, but believe 
as thou doſt, that the Law of Moſes was brought 
down from Heaven. But does it therefore follow, 
that this Law is univerſal and eternal ? Can none 
be ſaved but the Sons of Iſrael, and ſuch. as are 
proſelyted to their Religion? Doubtleſs this is an 
Error as thou thyſelf wilt acknowledge, when 
thou haſt well examin'd the Matter. Remove 
thy Poſt a little, if it be only in Imagination : 
Riſe from the Feet of thy Doctors, who have in- 
ſtilld into thee Prejudices againſt all the Sons 
of Adam, except thoſe of your own Race. Stand 
FEE ˙ » 
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the four Winds ; but fix thine Eyes on the Eaft> 
for from thence Miſdom takes her Origin. Did not 
the ſame God who created the Fews, alſo create all 
the Nations on the Earth? And canſt thou be ſo 
blind and obdurate as to think, That Sovereignty 
Merciful made ſo many Millions of Souls on pur- 
poſe. to damn them? Or that it ſnall be imputed to 
them for Sin, that they were not born of the Seed 
of Jacob? Was it in their Power to chuſe the Fa- 
ther that ſhould: beget them, or the Mot her that 
ſhould conceive them? How abſurd are the Con- 
ſequences of this narrow) Opinion ? It is an un- 
pardonable Pride and Malice, thus to contemn 
and judge thoſe that are compounded of the ſame 
Ingredients as yourſelves. „ i ay 
Doubtleſs Gon has ſent Prophets into all Nati- 
ons, to guide them into the right Way, and not in- 
to the Way of Inf dels. Thoſe who believe the 
Prophets, and obey their Precepts, ſhall be ſaved: 
For they preach the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, 
the Reſurrection of the Dead, the Day of Judg- 
ment, the Foys of Paradiſe, and the 7 orments'of 
the Damn d. They teach the Neceſſity of Juſtice, 
Purity, and good Works; exhorting all to pra- 
Ciiſe the Golden Rule, without entangling their 
Minds in endleſs Niceties, which are but the 
Superfetation of Piety, the excrementitious Bur- 
dens of a religious Life Such are moſt of the 
troublefome and ridiculous Ceremonies obſerved 
by the Zealots of your Law, at Which I have 
known the wiſer ſort of Fews to laugh, Theſe lit- 
tle. Superſtitions like anprefitable Suckers, exhauſt, 
the Vitals of Religion, and leave it only a ſapleſs, 
Trunk, from which no Fruit can be expected. 
Were they commanded in the Law of Moſes, ſome- 
thing might be pleaded in their Defence; but as 
they are only the Dreams of your Rabbi, a wile 
Man would beware how he put on a. 8 
5784 l Ike 
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Yoke, the Stratagem of your crafty Guides, to 
keep?you in ſubjeQtion, and a ſervile Awe of their 
Authority, and a religious Timorouſneſs of you 
know not what. 000 
Thuy Letter replies to this by 3 For 
ſuppoſing that I ſhould argue thus, and charge you 
with adding Traditions of your on to the poſitive 
Injun#ions of the Law, thou telleſt me, That 
thoſe are greatly miſtaken, who think that all which 
was deliver d to Moſes in the Mount was written 
in the Two Tables, or compriz d even in the Penta- 
teuc h, as if the Prophet ſpent thoſe forty Days and 
Nights only in keeping of Geeſe. For it is evi- 
dent, ſay'ſt thou, That if Gop hath nothing elſe to 
give him but the Written Law, he might have 
_ diſpatch'd him in an Hour or a Day at moſt. There- 
fore thou addeſt, That by Day he gave to him the 
Written Law, and by Night the Myſterious Ex- 
planation of it, call'd, The Oral Lac: Which Ex- 
pla nation Moſe taught by Nord of Mouth to oſpua 
his Succeſſor, Foſhua to the Seventy two Seniors; 
and that they tranſmitted: this Oral Traditionary 
Comment down to their Poſterity, even to the laſt 
of the Prophets, from whom the great Sanhedvrim 
receiv'd it. After this every one deliver'd it to 
his Son, as he had receiv'd it from his Anceſtors ; 
and fo it continues to this Day to be the Rule of 
your Lives, in thoſe Caſes where the Mriiten Lau 
is ſilent. 1 tell thee, Nathan, There a a 
great ſhew of Reaſon in what thou yk : And 
it cannot be ſuppos d, That Meſes ſpent all that 
time only in receiving the Written Law But on 
the other Side I cannot believe that the eternal. 
Mind was buſied fo many Days in preſcribing thoſe 
ridiculous Rules and Ceremonies which are found 
in the Talmud, and the Writings of your Rabbl's. 
If thou canſt convince me of that, I will ceaſe to 


| perſuade thee to a Change. 


I have 


\ 


Vol IV. « Sev PARIS 213 


I have a great deal more to ſay, but the Hour 
of the Poſt calls on me me to conclude my Letter. 


In my next I will fully anſwer all thy Argnments. 


In the mean time, let not Cuſtom, and the Pictates 
of the Synagogue, ſupplant thy Reaſon, but re- 
member thou art a Man. PESTS 


Paris, 17th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1653« 


a MA. TR _— 9 Km 
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I. ET TRR XIV. 


To the Sublimely Wiſe, the Seignior of 
Escellent Dignity, Abul Recowawn', 


Grand Almoner to the Sultan. 


Tuovu art placed on a high Seat eminent 
| among the Faithful; and the Eyes of the 


Diſtreſs d are fix'd on thee. Thou art the Patron 
of all the Miſerable, To thee, as to a Sanctuary, 
flies the Man, whoſe Misfortunes have bereav'd 


him of all other Hope; whoſe drooping Spirits 
can find no Comfort from the reſt of Mortals. 
His laſt and only Refuge is to thee, who art the 
faithful Steward of the Grand Seignior's Liberali- 

ties. Let not too much Prudence ſuperſede thy 


Charity. The Wicked and the Innocent have 
equal Acceſs to thee: And it ought to be ſo; for 
no Man at firſt can diſtinguiſh between the one 
and the other by their outward Aſpect. Yet a 
little Examination and Converſe will ſhew the 
Difference. | | 


There are thoſe who get large poſſeſſions un- - 
der the Maſque of Poverty. There are impu- 
dent Beggars, who make a Trade of impoſing on 


human 
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human” Compaſſion, and port themſelves -in this 
humble Method of cheating People of their Money; 
whilſt imagining they bettow / it on Perſons really 
ündigent, it is thrown away on. Counterfeits, 
On the other ſide, T have ſeen true Objects of 
Pity, Men reduc'd to the laſt Extremit ies, who 
would rather periſn, than expoſe their Condition 
to any, fave the Great and; Noble. They eſteem 
ſuch to be wiſe Men, generous, and conſide- 
derate of- the - Accidents -which... commonly. befal 
Mortals. They think to theſe they may freely 
unboſom themlelves, iteſ} their Wants, and claim 
Relief, without the Hazard of a Reproach, 
Which wounds hore deeply than a: ſhort: De- 


| 
| 
1 
1 
| 
[ 
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q Fog mp know chem by the Modeſly which 
3 appeatb' int their Faces, (ſiys our holy Prophet) and 
that they are ſoon repuls'd. To ſuch as theſe, 
give plentiful Alms, and do not repine. For it 
is as a profitable Merchandixe, ſent to remote 
Countries; which though ventur'd on the uncertain 
Waters, yet in Time, by the ſpecial Bleſſing of 
Heaven, ſhall return with ſeven fold Intereſt. 
| Nay, give to all that ask: For it is better to 
1 miſplace our Charity on nine unworthy Perſons, 
| than to deny an Alm: to one that is really in need, 
1 Beſide, it is not for the Honour of a Sovereign 
| Monarch, that any Perſon in Diſtreſs ſhould de- 
Fi part from his Court, ſad or diſcontented for want 
1 W 31. hide opel ys Ren, 
I have in ſome of my Letters glanc'd at the 
Vices of ad ane. ab : and have not 
E- | deen altogether filent as to their Virtues. Among 
which, their Charity is very conſpicuous, -. \» 
| The French» relate a pretty Paſſage of a certain 
| Cardinal, a very good Man, and one that by 
| the Multitude of his generous Actions, gave - 
Cri aut — | canon 
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caſion for the World to call him, the Patron of 


This Ecc le ſia ſtick Prince had a conſtant Cuſtom, 
once or twice àa Week, to give publick Audience to 


all indigent People in the Hall of his Palace, and 


to relieve every one according to their various Ne- 
ceſſities, or the Motions of his own Bounty. 
One Day a poor Widow, encourag'd with the 
Fame of his Generoſity, came into the Hall of 
this Cardinal, with her only Daughter, a beauti- 
ful Maid, about Fifteen Years of Age. When 
her turn came to be heard, among the Crowd of 
Petitioners, the Cardinal diſcerning the Marks 
of an extraordinary Modeſty in her Face and Care 
riage, as alſo in her Daughter, he encourag'd her 
to tell her Wants freely. She bluſning, and not 
without Tears, thus addrefs'd herſelf to him: & My 
Lord, I owe for the Rent of my Houſe Five 
ce Crowns, and ſuch is my Misfortune that T have 
© no other Means to pay it, fave what would break 
ce my Heart, fince my Landlord threatens to force 
me to it; that is, To proſtitute this my only Daugh- 
ter, whom I have hitherto with great Care edu- 
c caredin Virtue, and an Abhorrence of that odious 
Crime What I beg of your Eminence is, That 
« you would pleaſe to interpofe your facred Autho- 
rity, and protect us from the Violence of this 
„ cruel Man, till by our honeſt Induſtry we can 
<-pfocure the Money for him. 
The Cardinal mov'd with Admiration of the 
Woman's Virtue and Innocent Modeſty, bid her 
be of good Courage. Then he immedately wrote a 
Billet, and giving it to the Widow's Hands, Go, 
ſaid he, to my Stecvard with this Paper, and he 
Pall deliver thee Five Crowns to pay thy Rent. 
The poor Woman over joy'd, and return- 
ing the Cardinal a Thouſand Thanks, went di- 
rectly tO his Steward, and gave him the Note: 
* "af 581 41 A \ Which 
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Which when he had read, he told her out Fifty 
Crowns. She aſtoniſh'd at the Meaning of it, 
and fearing this was only the Steward's Trick to 
try her Honeſty, refus'd to take above Five, ſay- 
ing, She ask d the Cardinal for no more, and ſhe 
was ſure 'twas ſome Miftake. 

On the other fide, the Steward inſiſted on his 
Maſter s Order, not daring to call it in Queſtion. 
But all the Arguments he cou'd uſe, where inſuf- 
ficient to prevail on her to take any more than 
Five Crowns. Wherefore to end the Contro- 
verſy, he offer d to go back with her to the Car- 
dinal, and refer it to him. When they came be- 

| fore that munificent Prince, and he was fully in- 
1 | form'd of the Buſineſs ; ITis true, ſaid he, I miſ. 
| | took in writing Fifty Crowns; give me the Paper, 
| and. will reftify it. Thereupon he wrote again, 
ſaying thus to the Woman; So much Candor and 
Virtue deſerve a Recompence; Here, I have or- 
der d you Five hundred Crowns ; what you can 
ſpare, of it, lay up as a Dowwry. to give with your 
Daughter in Marriage. 5 1 
If I miſtakenot, this Cardinal was call'd Farne ſe. 
But whatever his Name was, this was an Action 
truly heroick, and which has but few Parallels. t 
It will be much to the Glory and Intereſt of the 
Sbining Port, if thou ſometimes, by an extraordi- 0 
nary Largeneſs, raiſe the Fortune of deſerving Men; I 
and put them in a Capacity to ſerve the Grand 1 
Seignior: At leaſt, ſuch Bounty will oblige 'em f 
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$3 not to diſſerve him. . | a 
| Among the reſt, permit me, to recommend the i » 
| Caſe of £bno] Barwana Kayemas, thy Country- i £ 
z man: He was once Profeſſor of a fair Timariot, fr 


but was turn d out by Sultan Ibrahim, to gratity 
a Creature of Shechir Para: Thou know'ſt the Lite 
of that infamous Woman. I ſay no more. 
1 Paris, 2d of the $th Moon, Ti 

1 of the Tear 1653. | L E T. 
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LETTER NV 


Jo the Captain Baſſa, 


HOU that art a Man of War delighteſt, 
no doubt, to bear of Combars and Bat- 
tels; and I tell thee, that ſince the Beginning 


of the World there have never been known fuch 
dreadful Sea-Fights, as during the preſent Way be- 


tween the Engliſh and Dutch, It ſeem there is an 


Emulation ſprung up in the latter: They grudge 


the Inhabitants of Britain the Character, which 


has been — em from all Antiquity, Of being 
iforious on that Element of any Na- 


the moſt 
tion on the Ear th. 


*Tis poſſible there may be ſome more particu- 
lar Grounds of their preſent Quarrel, to Which ! 
am a Stranger: But aſſuredly they have purſued 


their Animoſities very eagerly on both Sides; and 
let the Occaſion be what it will, the Dutch are ſtill 
Loſers. | EE Lo, R 
I ſent thee an Account of a Combat between 
their Fleets laſt Year, fince which they have had 
many other Engagements, And 'tis ſaid here, thar 
during this War, the Engliſh have taken from the 
Dutch near two thouſand Merchant Veſſels, have 
funk and burnt many of their Ships of War, ſlain 


| ſome of their chief Commanders, ſpoil'd their Trade, 


and reduced em almoſt to as great Streights as 
when they firſt courted the Protection of the 
Engliſh againſt their Sovereign the King of Spain, 
from whom they had then newly revolted, 

But the, moſt terrible Conflict was on the ſe- 
cond of this Moon, wherein the Dutch had ſeven 
and twenty of their greateſt Ships either ſunk 
or burnt, two thouſand of their Scamen and 


L Soldiers 
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with the Blood of a faithful Slave. And 


— ID ng? ts Dee, ty tee 


Soldiers killed, and a Thouſand taken Priſoners, 
with many Captains. That great General Trump, 


whom 1 mention d in my laſt, was flain in this 


1555 after he had performed Prodigies of Va- 
Our. 2. 4 11 a | 

The French fy, that during the Heat of this 
Engagement, Trump being exceſſive thirſty, call'd 
for a Bowl of Wine: which his Servant had no 
ſooner deliver d to him, but a Cannon- Bullet 
took his Hand off juſt as he was retiring from 


his Maſter. The brave General touch'd with 2 


noble Compaſſion, ſpilt the Wine on the Deck, 
ſaying, It is not fit that I ſhould quench my) T hirft 

| 1 as ſoon 
as he had ſpoke theſe Words, another Bullet took 


from him the Power of ever drinking again. 


If fuch an Accident ſhould happen to thee 
when thou fighteſt againſt the Inf dels, know for 


. certain that thou ſhalt be immediately tranſ- 


ported to the green and ſhady Banks of the Rivers 
of Wine in Paradiſe, where thou may'ſt drink thy 


fill in eternal Security: For he that dies fighting 


for the Faith is a Martyr. 


Paris, 1110 of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1653. 


Val. IV. a Spy af Pars. * 


LETTER XVII. 


To Sale Tercheni Emin, Superinten- 


dant of the Royal ATION at Cone 
anne | 


Remember I W in my kalt t to give thob 


it, but a Temptation dwerts my Pen another 
Way. 


I remember when thou wert Chiaus, 1 have 
heard thee ſpeak of the Kingdom of Tunis, whi- 


ther thou was ſent by Sultan Amurat, to compoſe 


the Differences that happened between the Dey 
and the Divan of that City. At the ſame Time 
thou mad*{t mention of a certain admwable En- 
gine, contrived to draw up Ships, or any thing 


elſe from the Bottom of the Sea: And that the 
Divan of Tunis gave to the Artiſt who fram'd it 


an Hundred thouſand Piaſters, as a Reward of his 
lngenuity. 


I have read in a certain French Author of ſuch 
another Device at Venice, made on purpoſe to 


draw up the famous Carrack, which they calld 
the Caftle of the Sea. This Galleon was built of 


a monſtrous Bulk, more for State than Service; 
and was overturn 4 by her own Umweildineſs, 


as ſhe lay at Anchor, 4. ſunk to the Bottom: 


From whence neither that fore- mentioned En- 
gine, nor all the Art of Man could raiſe her. 
Yer the Skill of the Engineer was highly com- 
mended, and the Senate honour'd him with the 


Title of Clariſſimo, and ſettled a noble Ferß gon on 


him mg, Lite, 


a farther Account of Pachicour, the famous 8 
Pirate of the Black Sea. *Twere eaſy to perform 
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It is queſtioned, whether the States of Holland 
will be ſo liberal to a certain French Engineer,who 
has made a Ship at Notterdam, which, they fay, 
will out-do all the Miracles of Noah's Ark. 


This Ship: is at prefent all the Talk at Paris. 
Our Merchants receive Letters full of Wond ers 


from the Low-Countries, concerning this Whirli- 


ig of a Veſſel, which is to move by Clock work, 


without Saile, Oars, Rudder, or any common 


Marine Tackle; yet ſnall cut her Way through the 
Sea with a ſwifter Progreſs than the Mon plides 
the Sky, or Buller out of a Cannon. This 
is the Diſcourſe of thoſe who love to advance all 
that they hear to the Height of a Miracle or Ro- 
mance. Let, tis certain, the Artiſt has promis'd 
it ſnall equal the Motion of ſome Birds, and run 
twelve Leagues an Hour. Neither Winds nor 


Tides ſhall forward or hinder its Courſe, Which 
depending on an internal Principle of perpetual 


Motion, is to be directed only at the Pleaſure of 
him who manages the Springs and Wheels. So 
that the Maſter of this Veſſe! ſhall be able with a 
ſingle Touch of his Hand to turn it to any Polini 


of the Compaſs in the moſt boiſterous: Weather 


that blows. 
This Engineer farther engages, that his Veſt 
ſhall make a Voyage to the Exſt-Indios in the Ke- 


volution of a Moon, and to ſome Regions of Ame- 
rica in a fourth Part of that. 'T4me. If he be as 


good at Performance as he is at Promiſing, he will 
Nail round the Globe at this rate in three Moons. 

In farther Commendation of this wonderful 

Machine, tis ſaid, that by a new invented Art it 


ſhall ſecretly, under Water, diſable any Ship, 


provided ſne be within Cannon- not and this 


with fo ſudden à Force, that in the Space of ſix 


Hours it wall ſucceſſively fink: a Fleet 15 a hun- 
dred Ships of Mar. , 


4 


. | Morcover, 


riſh'd of Thirſt, e e + 
And then how will the Weſtern Philoſophers diſ- 
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Moreover, this Artiſt, to appear not leſs ſubtle 
againſt the Efforts of Heaven, than in ſurpaſſing 
all the Inventions on Earth, promiſes, that his mi- 


taculous Veſſel ſhall; at the Diftance of a League, 


cut aſunder any Spouts or CataratFs of Waters. 
which uſually threaten Mariners in the Mediter- 
ranean and other Seas. qt 7 
Tiis poſlible thou art very well acquainted with 
the Nature of theſe Spouts, and the Danger of 


Ships that fail near them Vet give me leave 
to inform thee what I have heard from a cer- 


tain Corſair, who has often met with them in the 
Levant. © Fx 2 
This Pirate teſls me, That a Spout is a kind of 


Aqueduct between the Clouds and the Sea, by 
which thoſe pendulous Ciſterns Above are reple- 


niſh'd with Water from the Ocean, drawing it u 


as through a Pipe; which ſeems to be let down 
for that End, at certain Seaſons, and in ſome 


particular Places, where the Water boils up firſt 
above the Surface of the briny Plain, as a Signal 


to thoſe” thirſty Bladders, to tnake a Deſcent there, 


and ſuck their Fil. es 
If this be true, who knows but that all the 


* 


Rain to which the Earth is indebted for its Ferti- 


lity, comes thus N from the Sea ? For, 
ie may be made freſh, either in its firſt Aſcent 


through the Roſcid Air, or after its Reception in- 
to the Clouds by ſome hidden Energy of that Ele- 
ment, or the natural Force of the Middle Region: 
Or at leaſt by ſome unknown Vertue, perhaps not 
inferior to that by which the Waters of a Birrer | 
Lake in the Deſart became Sheet at the Interceſ- 
hon of our Holy Prophet,” when the N Remy 
o have pe- 


of the primitive Mu ſſulmans was like 


poſe of all the Vapours which they fay are 
4g 9 04 exhal'd 
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222 LETTERS Writ by Vol. IV. 
exhal'd from this Globe, and afterwards condens d 
into Clouds? I tell thee that's but a looſe Noti- 
on of ſuch retentive Bodies, as the Clonds ſeem 
to be. And twould tempt one to ask, What the 
Veſſels are made of which hold thoſe condens'd 
Exhalations, ſo that they do not fall at once upon 
our Heads and overwhelm us, but only diſtil in 
' ſmall ſucceſſive Showers drop by drop, to refreſh 
the barren Parts of the Earth, and ſerve the Ne- 
ceſſities of Men? And why the Rains fall in the 
Indies, and other Regions of the Eaſt, whole 
Moons together without Intermiſſion, the reſt of the 
Year being dry: Whereas, in other Countries, 
the Periods of the Weather's Alteration are un- 
certain, and in ſome Parts it ſeldom or never 
rains at a, „ 
Doubtleſs the Works of the Omni potent are in- 
ſcrutable: And though it may be an Argmment of 
'a great Wit, to give ingenious Reaſons for many 
wonderful Appearances in Nature; yet tis an 
Evidence of ſmall Piety or Judgment, to be poſi- 
tive in any thing, but the Acknowledgement of our 
own Ignorance. | FFW 
Now, I have made as wide an Excurſion from 
my firſt Diſcourſe, as the Maulla did, who began 
an Oration in Praiſe of Noah's Ark, and ended 
with telling a Tale of an Armenian Wheel-Barrow, 
But 1.wal not forget that I was ſpeaking of 
the Promiſe which the Rotterdam Engineer has 
made of his Machine. That it ſhould effectually 
break all the Force of Spouts, which would render 
him very ſerviceable to Merchants, as a Convoy to 
defend them from thoſe terrible Bugbears to Salers, 


For the Corſair tells me, That theſe Spouts very 


often occafion Ship-wrecks; either by entangling 
the Maſts of a Ship, and ſo overturning it: or 
by breaking in the Encounter, overwhelm it with 


% 
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He ſays likewiſe, that the Chriſtian Pirates arè 
accuſtom'd to 'uſe a certain Charm againſt theſe 
Spouts. They have a Knife, whoſe Haft is made 
of the Bone of à Man's Right Arm; and every 
Veſſel s bound to 'provide one or two of theſe 
Knives when they looſe from the Shore. They 


buy 'em of certain Perſons who have the Cha- 


rater of Magicians : And when they ſee a Spout 
at ſome Diſtance from 'em at Sea, the Maſter of 
the Veſſel, or any body elſe, takes this enchanted 


Knife in his Right Hand, and holding the Book | 


of their Goſpel in his Left, reads ſome Part of it, 


and when he comes to a certain Verſicle which 
mentions the Iucarnation of their Meſſiah, he 


makes a Motion with his Knife towards the Spout 
as if he would cut it in two ; whereupon imme- 
diately the Spout breaks in the middle, and all the 
inclos'd Water falls into the Sea. | | 


Bur I tell thee, he who gives Credit to the Sro- 


ries of Charms, or the Projects of Men pretend. 


ing to excel all the reſt of their Race, has more 


Faith than is requiſite. to him who reads ZE ſop's 
Fables, fince in as.” that ingenious Figment 
we are only deſired to believe the MORAL, . © 

Tis thought by ſome. that this Engineer will, 


by the natural Clock-work of his Heels, be much 


more nimble than his Veſſel in flying the Diſ- 
grace which will attend him, if his phantaſtick Project 
prove unſucceſsful, In my next thou ſhalt hear of 
Pac hicour. | 3 


Paris, 12th of the 8th Moon, 
ef the Tear 1653. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
0 Murat, Baſſa. 


F HE Engliſh, at preſent, make the greateſi 


Figure and Noiſe of all the Nations in the 
Meſt. Spain, Portugal, and even France itſelt 
courts the Friendſhip of that land, ſince the In- 


g habitants have form'd themſelves into a Common 


wealth. It appears as if the Engliſh were but 
newly awaken'd to a Senſe of their own Strength, 
and by thus rouzing themſelves had alarm'd all 
their Neighbours. TEES 


* 


However it be, this King has ſent an Ambaſſadov 
to the Engliſh Court to break the Negotiation of 
the Spaniards there, and to eſtabliſh a Peace be- 


«tween England and France if poſſible. 


One cannot tell what to make of the Maxims of 
theſe Infidels, For at the ſame time the baniſh'd 


Heir of the Engliſh Crown takes his Sanctuary in 


this Court, where he iscarreſs'd, and made to believe 
great Things they will do towards his Reſtauration: 
But Intereſt ſupercedes all Arguments of Affection 


and Conſanguinitiy. They are more ſoll icitous here 
for the Succeſs of the Embaſſy, than for the Right 


of the poor exiſ d Prince. He is call'd the King 
of Scotland, having been ſolemnly crown'd in that 


Kingdom ſince the Death of his Father; and en- 
tring into England with an Army of Scots, was 


routed; and having narrowly eſcaped the Trains 


that were laid for his Liberty and Life, at length 


landed in this Kingdom, where he has been enter- 


tain'd with much ſeeming Affection. But the 


Dread they are under of the victorious new Exgliſh 
Commonwealth, makes em begin to talk of his 
Departure from hence. 55 

mor 1 235 The 
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The Prince of Conde has taken Roc roy ; Which 
was the firſt Place where he ſignaliz d his. Arms in 


the Infant Reign of this King about ten Years 


ago; which the Superſtitions, interpret as an Omen 
of ill Luck to the King. This fort of People are 
led by Ma xims void of Reaſon, and ſo there is 


no Regard to be given to their Obſervations: Vet 
ſome of the wiſer ſort think this will prove a long 


Far... * 


* 


That which amuſes People maſt, is the, ſinall 


Concern the Prince of Conti and the Dutcheſs of 
Longneville ſhew for their Brother's Cauſe. For 
while the King was on his March againſt the Prince 


of Conde, they came and ſubmitted themſelves to 
him, and were received to Favour. Thoſe who 


are apt to ſuſpect an Intrigue, in every thing, ſay, 
that this Reconciliation is only  feign'd on their 
Part, it being a Means to ſerve their perſecuted 


Brother with greater Security and Succeſs. Others 
are of Opinion, that it is real, eſpecially on the 
Prince of Conti's Part; ſince he and his Brother 
had never any good Underſtanding. | | 


There has bczen a Battle lately fought between 
the French and Spaniſh Forces in Italy : Wherein 
the Spaniards loſt twelve hundred Men, and the 
French above half that Number of their beſt Sol- 


diers. $0 that the King of France may ſay witha 
famous General, “ Victories, attended with fo 
ce little Advantage, will ruin rather than enlarge 
« an Empire LEE 555 
Baſſa, in the midſt of thy Grandeur I wiſh thee 
Health, which ſweetens the worſt Events As for 


me, I'm like one hovering between two Worlds. 


Paris 15th of the oth. Moon, 


of 


ef the Tear 1693, _ 


1 T. 
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DIE OT ED ee 
Jo Afis, Baſſa. 


HE Gods of the Nazarenes, one would 
I think, were ſtudying how to perplex their 
Adorers. Theſe Weftern Parts abound with Pro- 
digies and ſurpaſſing Events. More eſpecially the 
Low. Countries feel the Strokes of a Hand, which 
by making 'em ſmart, ſeems to put them in mind, 
They're too high in their oaun Conceit. 8 
r ſeveral Weeks we have been alarm'd from 
thence with the Tyagical Stories of Ship-wrecks, 
Inundations, Tempeſts of Thunder and Lightning, 
not uſual at this Time of the Year ; monſtrous 
Speckres ſeen rifing out of the Seas, Lakes, and 
Rrvers; Armies in the Air, with Comets and other 
avonderful Apparitions., : 
The States of the United Provinces have loſt by 
Wreck fixteen Ships of War, and thirty ſeven 
MAerchantVeſſels. It looks as if Rolus and Nep- 
tune, the chief Gods of the Hollanders, had enter d 
"Into a League to puniſh em for ſtruggling againſt 
their Fate, whilſt they maintain a Fes to dave 
and plunger the Engliſh, under whoſe Shadow they 
_ roſe to the Power they ſo ungratefully now 
YT TEST OT. 155 | 
* For, beſides theſe Loſſes at Sea, the Winds 
and Waves have confpir'd to break down their 
very Banks, the only Guards they have againſt 
that encroaching Element. All the Low. Countries 
are overwhelm'd with Water: Inſomuch as five 
Miles within Land from Oſtend, there has been 
found a Whale newly caſt up, ſeven times as long 
28 à Man, 9 
= ; | This 


* 
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Thhis the Infedelt look on as a great Prodigy, and 
the Forerunner of ſome ſtrange Revolution; tho 
it is but a natural Event, and frequently happens 
in thoſe Seas where Whales are more plentiful, 
The Naturalifts ſay, That this King of the Scaly 
Nations never makes his Progreſs through the 
Seas without his Guide; which is a certain ſmall 


Fiſh, that always ſwims before him, and gives 
him ee of Flats and Shallows, upon which 


he often ſtrikes, and ſometimes on the main 
Shores, if this little Guide chanc'd to be devour'd 
by any other Fiſh, or come to other Miſhap, 


And this may be the Reaſon, why ſo many Whales 
are found on the Sands when the Tide ebbs, 
They fay alſo, that when this little Piſh is in- 


clind to Reſt, it retires into the WhalJe's Belly, 
repoſing it ſelf there for ſome time; during 


which the Whale reſts allo, not daring to venture 


forward, till his Guide comes forth, and leads the 
Way. If this be true, it ſeems as if there were 
a League or Friendſhip contracted between theſe 
two, they mutually performing all the neceſſary - 
Offices of Love and Gratitude, And how this 
can be done without ſome Species of Reaſon, I 
cannot. comprehond; + hf Hd 3 1 7: 

Let them at the Port call me Mine ſib, or what 
they "Ret J cannot forbear doing this Juſtice to 
the Fiſh of the Sea, as well as to the Animals on 
Earth, to acknowledge, that either they are in- 
dued with a kind of Reaſon; or that Faculty, which 
we call fo in Men, is no other than Senfe, If the 
Brutes perform many things without any Deli- 
beration or Counſel, ſo do moſt Men: And no 


Man can demonſtrate, that even thoſe dumb Be- 


ings do not adviſe and project, before they at- 
tempt any thing of Moment towards their own 


Preſervation, or the Service of others. And if 


they ſeem to do many things raſhly, it may be 
2 7 = be © attributed 


— 


228 LETTERS VM by Vol. IV. 
attribsted co the Quickneſs and Vivacity of their 
Senſe, which needs not the _ and: Ae 
Methods of human Counſel 

Suffer theſe Digreſſions, — Baſſa ; 31 land 
ſince J have led thee fo far out of the Road, take 
but another Step, and I'tl ſhew thee a great Mo- 
narch, who commands Millions of Men, carried 
away Captive by a filly Beaſt, 

The King of France, |t'other Day, as be Was 2 
Hunting, diſcharg dia Fowling- Piece at a Partridge 
on the Wing. The Bird dropt, and the Monarch 
eager to take up his Game, gave the Reins to 
his Horſe, who ran away with him over a great 
Plain, for the ſpace of half a League. And had 
not che King Fllen off, within fix Paces of a 
great Chaſm or Hole in the Earth he would 
have been carry'd, for ought I know, to keep 
Company. with Horatius Curtius, the yenturous 
| Roman, df; whoſe: Exploit thou haſt heard; for 
_ the furious Steed not being aware of the Danger | 
before him, as ſoon as he had caſt the King, gal- 
lop'd full ſpeed into the gaping Precipice, and was 
never more heard of. 

This the Prieſts cry up for a afrarulent Eſcape 
and Preſage, That the Ring is refers d by Doovi- 
dence for great I hing. 

The King of Portugal has an Embaſſadoy "NY 
who i in his Maſter's Name propoſes a Match be- 
tween this King and the Infanta of Portugal, pro- 
fering four Millions of Crowns as her Dowry. 
But the Court entertains this Motion coldly, the 
Cardinal being ayerſe, for what Reaſon is nor 
known; for the Infanta has an illuſtrious Chara- 
er, and known to be a Huron of 6 
Virtue, ' 
This Miniſtey is managing a Match of nearer 
Concern to. hunſelf, deſigning to marry one of 
5 Neices to Ihe Prince of Conti, Brother to the 
Prince 5 


Prince W Conde, And is ſaid; this Prints f te- 
ceives the Cardinals Propoſals with leſs Scorn, 


than did Count of Soiſſons thoſe of Cardinal Rich: 


lien, on the like Occaſion. 

Here is a Rumour, as if the Prins of Conde 
would be condemn d by a Proceſs of Paliament, 
and that he will be put to Death in Effiey. + 


This Indignity is common among the Infidele, | 


ho eſteem» whatſoever Honour and Diſerate is 
ſhewn to Images, as done to che Perſons whom 
they 8 They have no, other Excuſe for 
their Worſhip of Things made by the Hands of 
Men like themſelves, but that 1c 15 purely relative, 
and centers in the Prototype. 
In the mean time the Prince of Conde's Friends 

and Well-Wiſhers ſmile. at his imaginary Death; 
knowing, that if no effectual Stroke of Fate carry 
him out of the World, he will be at the Head of 
a potent Army in the Spring, to put many. to 
Death in Reality, and by the Edge o the Sword, 

who fight for his Enemies. 
A while ago a Man was impriſon'd tere by his 
_ own Polly; having voluntarily declar'd, that 


he was hir d by this Prince to affaſſinate Cardinal 
Mazarini. 


I have formerly ſpoken of the Count d Harcourt, 


and the Diſgrace he was in at this Court, for not 
continuing the Siege of Londa, a ſtrong Hold of 
the' Spaniards in Catalonia. The General is a 


brave Man, and has done eminent Services to * 
Crown of France. It is no Wonder, therefore, that 
he laid to Heart the Coldneſs and Contempt 


with which he was receiv'd at his Return from 


thar unfortunate Campaign, Great Souls are to 


be careſsd with more than ordinary Affection in 
their adverſe Fortunes; and faithful Servants 
ought not to be reproach'd with every falſe Step, 


or in Succels f in their — The Count reſent- N 
ing 
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ing in the King's Catriage towards him. iremored 
dimſelf from Court, and chen out of the King- 
dom; deſigning, as is rege to ſerve the Em- 
A of Germany. | 

Laſt Week his two Secs, 1 1 were danch d. 
as Hefages in this City, made their Eſcape; the 
Duke of Lorrain having ne: to give the Eld- 
eſt his Daughter in Marraige. al 

The Duke roves up and down like a Free-Booter 
with ah Army of Banditti at his Heels. 

Renown'd Afs, I make an humble and aflocti- 
onate Obeiſance ; wiſhing thee as many Years of 


Life, as thou canſt paſs without. e for 
n | 


Paris, 17th Ps 11th Moors 
a, 755 the Ter 3647: HORS? 


LETTER XX. 
2 the Dgebe Nakir, Baſſa. 


Ho ſi acceedeſt a righteous Minifter, Chi- 
urgi Mubammet : 1 wiſh thee a Surpluſage 
0 


Happineſs ; which thou wilt not fail to poſſeſs 
if chou inhetiteſt. the hertues of that Baſſa, as well 
as his Office. May his Soul now taſte the Reward 
of his juſt Life : And I doubt not but he | has 
made an happy Experience of my Wiſhes, He 
fits down in Quiet under the Trees of Eden ; his 
Head encompaſs d with aGarland of Rlecneriabach 
never fade; veſted with the immarceſcible Crimſon 
and Purple of Paradiſe. He repoſes on his Bed 

of N, whilſt beautiful Pages ſerve 170 in 


Veſſels 


t 


. 


Veſſels of Gold, ſet round with Sapphiret and Eme- 


inebriates; and eats of the Fruits, every Morſel 
of which prolongs his Life for a thouſand Ages: 
He hears nothing but the Voices of ſuch' as are 


full of Benediction and Joy. The Virgins of Pa- 


radiſe ſalute him with a Grace which cannot be 
expreſF'd. | They chant. to the new-come Gueſts, 
Songs of immortal Lobt. To the Stranger from 


Earth, they tell their Paſſions in Strains which 


raviſh his Heart. He is diſſolv'd in a Thouſand 
Eoeſtacies. This is the Reward of a pious Muſſul- 
man, a wile Miniſter, a juſt Fudge of the Faithful. 
Follow his Example, and don Mak be tranſlated 
into his Company: For he is in a goodly Place, 


near the Spring-Head of perfect Bliſs. 


Thou wilt expect ſome News from me, as a 


Teſtimony of my Reſpect. And 1 cannot pre- 
tend there is none ſtirring, at a Juncture when 


all this Part of the World is ſo full of Action, or 


Here has been great Rejoicings lately for the 


taking of §t. Menehoud, a ſtrong Town in the 


Hands of the Prince of Conde. All the Officers of 
the French King's Army endeavour'd to diſſuade 


him from the Seige of this Place; but Cardinal 


Max arini over. ruld their Arguments, and having 


reprov'd their groundleſs Fears, caus d it to be 


inveſted and attack d the 22d of the roth Moon. 


Some ſay he had a Party there; yet he held out till 
the 27th of the laſt Moon, at which time it was 


ſurrendered upon Articles to the King, who was 
there in Perſon, with his Brother the young Dake 
of Anjou, the Queen, the Cardinal, and the whole 
Court. They rerurned to this City the gth of this 
, TTINCE pt 
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Deſign on Foot, to conquer the 


and ſeeming Joy, by thoſe.who would? Have tri- 


umphr d more heartily, had they been defeated, or 
foro d to raiſe the Siege For the Citizens of Pa- 
ris wiſn. well to the Prince of Condes Arms, not 

ſo much out of Love to him, as in Hatred of his 
Enemy the Cardinal Mini ſter Hund they are ſen- 
ſible, That this ſucoeſsful) Siege, Will redeund 


wholly to the Catdiual's. Honour, by Whoſe © ſole 


Orders the Place was inveſted d)) 

It is diſcours d, that this der prong ſome neu 
ing dom of Na- 

ples. This is certain, a mighty Fleet is fitting out 


to Sea: Whither bound no Man knows but thoſe 
of the Cabinet, among wiiom the Cardinal s 


4 » 


chief. 2 ; 47 * 10 10 1 521 i 2.1 9 15 
In the mean wle, the common People liſten 


after certain Prodigies that have been ſeen in the 
Air. They ſiy, 4 Paming Sword appear lately 


5 riſe in the North, ald take its Courſe Sout h- 
aftward, From whence People make various 


Prog naſtic ls, as their Paſhons or Intereſts inſpire 
em. Some are of Opinion, it preſages the Con- 


gueſt of Naples by the King's Arms. Others ap- 
ply it to the, new Communwwealth of England, 


and to the victorious Sword of Oliver; who, 
from General of the Eng liſh Army, is now, in this 


very Moon, exalted to the Height of Sovereign 


tector. n | 2 
Here are divers of his Subjects in this City; and 


land and Ireland, under the Title of their Pro- 


other Engliſh, Scots and Iriſh, who embrace the 


Intereſt of Charles, the Son of their late murder'd 


King, who has been ſince crown'd «King ef the 


Scots. They give a different Character of Over; 


yet all agree, that he is a wiſe State ſman, and a 
great Ganeral. PORTS | 


- 


The 


Power, governing the Nations of England, Scot- 


| 
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The Scotch King's Party ſpeak contemptibly of 
Oliver's Birth and Education: Vet thou knoweſt 
this hinders not, but he may be a Man of Cou- 
rage and Virtue. They relate many odd Paſſages 
of his Youth, which ſeem to me ſo many Evidences 
of an extraordinary Genius, and that he is a Perſon 
Ge T—k—: 8 
He tamper'd with ſeveral religious Factions in 
England, counterfeiting an exquiſite Piety, where- 
by he firſt raisd himſelf a Name among the 
Zealots of that Nation, who look d upon him 
there as a very holy Perſon, and one mark'd out 
by Deſtiny for great Underta kings. 

He ſoon got a conſiderable Command in the 
Army of che Revolters; where he fignaliz d him- 
ſelf by many brave Actions, which ſpoke him a 
Man of an invincible Courage, and admirable 
Conduct. So that at length none was thought 
more fit than he to be General. In fine, he ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo gallantly in that high Office 
and has fo wrought himſelf into the Affections 
of the People, that they now look upon him as 
a Prophet or Saviour; and the Divan or Parlia- 
ment of that Nation, have conferr'd on him the 
Sovereign Authority. CY Sg . 
Thoſe of the Engliſh which are affected to his 
Intereſt, ſpeak great Things in his Praiſe: They 
call him another Moſes or Foſhua; they prefer him 
to Hannibal, Scipio, and even to the Great Alexan- 
der. It is difficult for them to ſpeak of him with- 
out Hyperboles.: Ti ſaid the King of France will 
court his Friendſhip. Indeed all the Neighbour- 
ing Countries ſtand in awe of this ſucceſsful Hero. 
And the Hollanders, who are the only People that 
durſt engage in a War with the Engliſh Common 
wealth, now ſeek for Peace, ſiuce he is inveſted 
with the ſupreme Authority. ii 4 200035775 
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In the mean time the poor exif d King of the 
Scots takes Sanctuary in this Court, with his Mo- 
ther the late Queen of England, and his Brother, 
whom they call the Duke of Tork. The French 


King allows them all very conſiderable Penſions; 


and the latter has ſome Command in the Army in 


Flanders. There is another Brother alſo; but 


- talk d of as yet, being the youngeſt of the 
_ They are generouſly entertain d here, it being 


the pecuhar Honour of this Court to be a holpi- 


table Refuge to Princes in Diſtreſs. Yet obſerving 


Mien ſay, the Xing will in Time grow weary of 
his Royal Gueſts; it being very chargeable to 
maintain them and theft burthenſome Retinue. 
Beſides, he will have ſome Reaſon of State to 
diſcard them, if he enters into a League with 
Oliver, the new Engliſh Sovereign, who is court- 


ed on all Hands. #1 78 
Eliachim the Fea (of whom thou wilt hear in 


: the Diva 1 juſt come into my Chamber, and 


brings me Word, that there is an Expreſs newly 
arriv d, who informs the Queen of a Defeat given 


to the Spaniards near a City called Rogzes, which 
they had beſieged in Catalonia, The French 


were going to the Relief of this Place, and the 
Spaniards ſet upon them in their March, but 
were beaten into their Trenches; from whence 


they fled by Night, leaving Three hundred 


Spaniards on the Spot, almoſt Two - thou- 


ſand Priſoners, and all their Cannon and Bag- | N 


gage. Sy e 8 i 
This has put the Court into a jolly Hu- 


mour. Nothing but Revelling and Dancing 


employs their Time: The = King taking 


great Delight in Balls, Maſques, and ſuch Re- 


creations ; having left off Hunting, ever ſince 
his Horſe ran away with him in the Tenth 


Moon 
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Moon of this Year, after he had ſhot a Partridge. 
— have ſpoken. already in one of my 
r | | 
The ,great Gop preſerve.thee from Precipiees, 
Payſon, the Glances of a Witch, and from being 
canoniz d a Martyr in a Svring : And, for other 
Deaths, thou haſt Virtues enough to encounter em 
RE Ef: Tu 


Paris, 30th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear, 1653. 
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LETTER L 
70 Bedred rin, Superior of the Convent 
{ of Derviches, at Cogni at Natolia. 


TE: 7 N DN. I firſt ppen d th venerable 
Letter, my Heart on a ſudden be- 
came freſh as a Garden of Roſes 


or Field of Cinnamon and Myrrh, whoſe Odours 
are exhald by the Weſt Wind, In my Breaſt 
there ſprung a Fountain of Joy, ſerene as Chry- 
ſtal, and refreſhing as the Waters of Euphrates. | 
I I contemplate thee as a Cedar among the Trees 
of the Foreſt, or as the durable Oak of the Deſart. 
May Heaven prolong thy Life, till the Sound of 
he Trans oh os on 0 * 
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The Commands | with which thou haſt honour'd 
me, came in an acceptable Hour. I haye 'receiy'd 
therm with a Complacency which I cannot expreſs, 
My Eyes were ſo fix'd on the Lines of great Puri- 
ty, that I could not for a long timę take them off. 
Thou haſt hit the Mark of my Affection, in em- 
ploying me to write what the thoſt impartial He- 
forians ſay of Feſus, the Son of Mary, the Chri- 
Oo et 
That Hoh Prophet was honour'd by his very 
Enemies. Joſephus, a learned Few, who liv'd in 
his Time, and wrote the Hiftory of that Nation, 
makes worthy mention of him. 5 | 
So did many of the G-»til2 Philoſophers, though 
they oppos d his Diſciples and Follavers, Porphyry 
whom the Chriſtians commonly repute as a bitter 
Enemy to their Profeſſion, yet calls Jeſus, Wiſe, 
Bleſſed, and Divine. That S nge was exaſperated 
againſt a certain Sect of Nazavenes in his Time, 
whom they calbd Gnofticks, Theſe corrupted the 
Doctrines of Plato, and the Theology of the An- 
cients ; wantonly mixing Tuman Fables with di- 
vine Truth. Againſt theſe Porphyry ſharpen'd his 
Pen, and nat making a Difference between them and 
other Chriſtians, drew upon himſelf the IIl- Will of 
them all, Let he retain'd a profound Attach- 
ment for the Meſſias, ' © * 
| - Woul&'ſt chou know the Circumſtances of this 
: Þ Holy Prophet's Birth? They were Glorious even 
nn Obſcurity. For, though his Father and Mo- 
tber were then upon the Road to Feruſalem, Stran- 
s | vers at Bethlehem, and forc'd for want of Room 
tn the Caravancera to lodge in a Stable with an 
- | Oxandan Afs, where the Me ſſias was born, and 
I kid in a Manger; yet in this contemptible State 
's || there came ſome of the Magi out of Perſia and 
t. Chaldea, who brought Preſents to the Holy In. 
f Þ fant ; and having laid at his Feet Gold, 5 
Wh an 
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255 Incenſe, they proſtrated themſelves on the 

ound, and praiſed Gon, the Moft High, King of 
All, in Ty he had honour'd them wah a Sight 
of the Meſſas. 

This was in ib 43d Yar of the Rees of Augu- 
fu. Cæſar the Roman Emperor; at which time 
one Herod was Preſident. of Fades. This Man 
being inform d, that certain noble Strangers; were 
come out of the Eaft to Feruſalem, he ſent for 
them, and acquiring the Occaſion - of ſo: tedious a 
Journey, they gave him this Anſwer. 

. Peace be to thee, O Sultan; There was of 
old Time a Prophet of great Fame in our Nation; 


% who, among othef Predictions that have ſince 


come to. paſs, left alſo this in Writing. 
«© That in Paleſtine ſhould be born, a Child of 


« beavenly Race, who would rule over the great- 


elt Part of the World; and by thus. Sign ye 


c ſhall -know. the Time and Place > + his Birth: A | 


« ſtrange Star ſhall appear in the Firmament, which 
& ſhall direct you to the very Houſe Where you 
e may find him. When therefore ye ſhall behold 
this Star, take Gold, Myrrh and Incenſe, and 
« following the Conduct of the Star, go and offer 
6 theſe Gifts to the young Child; den return 
40 . e to your own Country, eſt tome 

* grievous Calamity befall you. 

% Now this Star has appeared to us, 8: are 
cc come to perform what was commanded us. 

Herod, ſaid- to them, Te have done ell. Go 
therefore and ſeek diligently for the Infant; aud 
when ye have found him, come and rell me, that 
I may go and pay Homage alſo. 

But they never return d to him again. 
fore Herod in his Anger and Jealouſy, command- 
ed all the Iufants in Be leber to be ſtlangled, 
that had not been born above Four and twenty 


| Where- 


Moons. But the Father. and the Mother of the 


Holy Þ 
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Holy Infant fled away with him into the Land 


where it never rains, the ſame Night that the 
What I here relate to thee, ſage Bedredin, is 
taken out of approv'd Hiſtorians, for many 
among the Gentiles wrote of theſe Things beſides 
the Chriſtians. | . 
There was a Roman Philoſopher, uch about 
the ſame time, a Man in great Eſteem with 
Ceſar ; to whom he wrote a Letter, wherein he 


| mentions the coming of the Magi after this Man- 


ner. “ Certain Oriental Perſians, ſays he, have 
« fet Foot within the Limits of thy Empire, 
« bringing Preſents fit only for Kings, to a cer- 
© tain Child, newly born in the Country of the 


% Fews; but who this Infant is, or whoſe Son, 


e we are yet ignorant. 3 EET 
Thou ſeeſt, O pious Dervich, that the Meſſias 
appear'd with no ſmall Luſtre, even in his Cra- 
dle; and in his early Years, he enter'd into the 
Temple, and diſputed with the Hebreaw Rabbi's 
conviticing them of an univerſal Defection from 


the primitive Law of Moſes, declaring himſelf the 


Meſſias; and yet in profound Humility acknow- 
ledging, That a Prophet ſhould come after hum, 
who - ſhould be preferred before him, the Duſt 


of whoſe Feet he was not worthy to kiſs. This 
| Paſſage the Chriſtians have perverted to another 


Senſe ; but the true Faithful know it was 


ſpoken only of Mahomet, the SEAL of the 


PROPHETS. 


The Time would fail me, to recount all the 
ſtupendous Actions of this Man's Life: And in 
calling him MAN, I imitate his own Example: 
ſince throughout the whole he never called him- 
ſelf Gop, or the Sox of Gon, as the Chriſtians 
do, but moſt frequently gave himſelf the Title of 
the Son of Man. He turn'd Water into Wine, 


fed 
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fed five thouſand People with five Cakes and two 
ſmall Tench: Head all Diſeaſes, reſtor d- Sight 
toi them that were born Blind, rais d the Dead, 
went inviſibly through Crow ds of his Enemies, and 
finally, was taken up into Paradiſe 
If thou would'ſt know more of this Holy Pro- 
phet ; there are Hiſtorians who ſay, He was initia. 


q 


_ ted in the Myſteries of the Eſſenes, a certain Sect 


among the Je cus. 4 II. MES SET 14 Jaun 

That Nation, it ſeems was then divided into 
ſeven Claſſes : Among which, this of the Eſſene; 
was none of the leaſt conſiderable, as being the 
moſt religious Obſervers of the Law, Their Con. 
verſation was full of Humanity, both among 


themſelves, and towards Strangers; avoiding 


Pleaſures as Enemies to the Mind, and eſteem. 


ing Chaſtity the very Cement of all Virtues. 


Therefore they deſpis d Marriage, as an Entan- 


glement to Men devoted to Contemplation. ne, 
had alſo an equa! Contempt for Riches: No 


Man of this Se& calld any Thing his own, 
though''twere his lawful Inheritance; but their 
Poſſeſſions were in common, and equally: diliri- 


buted 


It was among their Myſteries, to anoint their 


Bodies frequently with Oyl, and as often to waſn 
em with running Water They neither bought 


nor ſold, nor frequented the public Places; but 
every one communicated freely ſuch Things as 
he poſſeſs d, to him that ſtood in Need. Thus 
there was a reciprocal Exchange of Kindneſſes 
and Aſliſtance, according to every one's Faculty 
and Power, They were very ailiduous in Warch- 
ing, Faſting, and Prayers, curious in obſerving 
the various Names of the Angels, which they 


frequently repeated, invocating thoſe Happy Be. 


ings, as the Miniſters of the King eternal And 
thoſe who were cxercis d in thus kind of religious 


Life, 
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Life, arriv 'd to ſo great a Cong of Mind, 
that neither Racks, Fire, Sword, any or 
Tortures, could ever move em to renounce their 


Law, or ſpeak the; [ leaſt Word in Contempt of 


. 
. 
— 


their Inftitution. Nay, they would rather ſuffer 


Martyrdom, than be prevail'd on to | taſte of any 
Thing that had Life in it: For they were ſtrict 
Obſervers of the Lau, which commands perpe- 
tual Abſtinence from the Fleſp of Animals. . 

It was an eſtabliſh'd Article of their Faith, that 
as ſoon as the Union, of Soul and Body was diſ- 
folv'd by Death, the former by a natural Inclina- 


tion Ne to the Skies, even as Sparks fly up- 
ward when freed from the groſs, earthly Matter 


in which they lay impriſon d. 

I have here given thee a ſhort and true Charac- 
ter of the Eſenes. Of which Se& all Chriftians 
own the Meſſi as to be a Favourer, if not a Mem- 
ber; in regard he is no where recorded to have up- 
braided them as he often did the Eger. Sal- 
ducees, Herodiant, and the reſt. 

Time will not permit me to ſay more at pre 
ſent concerning that venerable Prophet. But if 
thou wouldſt have a perfect Idea of all his Vir- 
tue and Sanctity of Life, turn thy Eyes inward, 
and fix them on thy ſelf. For thou art a * 5 
| Trenton of the 5 Feſus. 


F 


Pacs, 3 J ef the 1ft Moon, 
* the Year 1654. 
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waa PTCLEYEI 
b the Venerable Mufti. 


HOC haſt heard of the Feſuits, an Order 
of Nazarene Derviſes. All Europe abounds 
with them; and they have attempted to ſettle 
themſclves at the ſublime Port, and ſeveral Places 
of Afia: Beſides their actual Poſſeſſions in the 
Tndies, where they are very numerous and power— 
ful. They are eftecm'd the rir heſt Order of the 
Reman Church, tho* the Conſtitutions of thei 
Founder oblige them to perpetual Poverty. But 
what will not the ſacred Hunger of Gold tempt 
Men to? For the Sake of this charming Metal, 
they can diſpenſe with antiquated Laws, and dull 
melancholy Vows. ky SEG SR 
Theſe religious Perfons have lately ſpread about 
a Letter in Print, which they pretend comes from 
one of their Order in Armenin. 8 
This Diſpatch relates a ſtrange Accident that 
has happen d at the Sepulchre of our holy Prophet, 
| (upon whom reſt the Favours of the Eternal.) 
For it affirms, That in the eighth Moon of the Jatt 
Year, the Shrine which contains the Body of the 
heavenly Miſſioner, fell from the Roof of the (i. 
cred Moſque, (to which, ſay they, it adher'd by 
Vertue of a Magnet) faſtned in the Cantrel of the 
Arch; and that at the ſame time, the Pavement Þ 
of the Temple opened, and ſwallow'd up that ve- 
nerable Ark, wherein was repoſited the moſt holy 
Reliques in the World. And that from the CHaſn 


there iſſued out a Flame like that of Sulphur, ac f 


company'd with ſuch a Smoke and intolerable 
Stench, as caus'd all the Pilgrims that were preſent 
to ſwoon away: Whereupon many of them art 
lance turn'd Chriſtians. | * | 


F 
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This Forgery is believ'd here by thoſe who 
never examine any Thing their | Prieſts tell them, 
but take all on Truſt. Phe common People bleſs 
themſelves in that they were born of Chriftian 
Parents, and not of the Diſciples of that wicked 
Impoſtor : So they blaſpheme the Man in whom 
the Promiſes of their Meſſtas are verified, when he 
ſaid, He chon'd intercede <vith Gop to ſend a Pro- 
phet who ſhould lead em into all Trutz. 
They would never be at the Pains or Coſt to 
examine, whether the Foundation of this Story 
be true or falſe. All the Muſſulmans who have 
been at that Holy of Holies know, that the Body 
of our Divine Lacu-gider repoſes in a Sepulchre, 
built after the ſame manner as the Tombs of our au- 
guft Emperors, and other Dormitories of the Great: 
Only with this Difference, that it ſurpaſſes all 
the Monuments of the World in the invaluable 
Richneſs of its Ornaments, the Gifts of devour 
| Muſſulman Princes. There appears always ſuch an 
nſupportable Luſtre of Gold and 70 5 Stones 
in every Angle of that myſterious Receſs, as may 
well dazzle the Eyes of mortal Spectators, ſince 
the Angels themſelves are forced to be veil'd within 
) i thoſe majeftick Walls 
i Hence it is not hard to ſuppoſe, that the cir- 
cular Refractions of ſuch a glittering Orb of 
| Jewels, might. create the e 1 a Tomb 
7 ſuſpended in the Air, or cleaving to the Roof of 


he that glorious Edifice, deceiving the Eyes of _ ſorue ; 
ignorant, bit” devour Muſſulmans, from whom 
wh ignorant, but uſſulmans, from whom 


| this magnetick Fable firit took its Origin. How. 

ever it be, no Man of common Faith, or but or- 

ſm dinary Senſe, will believe, that Gop, who has for 

wi | fo many Ages protected the Sepulchre of his 
r Apaſele and Favourite, verifying therein the Pro- . 
| phecy of Ada bomet himfelf, who foretold, as did 

| other Prophets before him, That the Place of his Reft 
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foould be glorious, and that the greateft Monarchs I 
of the Earth ſhould vi ſit it: I ſay no Man will 


Believe that Gop would at length: ſuffer fo vile a 4 
Diſgrace to happen to the Tomb of his Meſſenger, de 
the Nef of Dinbers. ..ñ G 
But the Nazarenes will believe any thing ſave 4 
the Truth. They are given up to a Spirit of 1, 
Deli ſion and Error, incapable of Light and In- as 
firufton= ht rn eas” a of 
Thus I leave em till the Day of Alarm, and of 
the Hour of Scrutiny ; when the Angels of the T':ft a 
ſhall enter the Graves, and having made Experi- P i 
ment of every Man's Works and Faith, ſhall give 5 
the Fuſt a Regiſter of their Virtues in their Rig}? 6 
Hand, but to the Wicked in their Left Hand, a * 
Black Record of their Sins. T 
In the mean time, I proftrate myſelf before 8 
thee, begging, that when thou turneſt thy Face 5 
to the Horſe of Ibrahim, and the Tomb of the x 
Prophet, thou wilt ſend up one Ejaculation for 77 
Mahmut, that he may perſevere in ſhunning the Lk 
Errors of the del 3 * 
Paris, 19th of the ft Moon, b. 
of the Year 1654. 05 
N 381 | 3 | Sp . or 
een ja 
LETTER. III. & 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 7 
Seignior. ſe] 
ONCE what I wrote laſt in behalf of the Brute fu 
v3, Animals is fo acceptable to thee, I will com- M0 

_ ply with thy Requeſt, in continuing that Diſ- | 
PT! ͤ SW IN 5 | 84 
; DO "Tis an 
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; *Tis certain the Ancients had another Opinion 
of the Beaſts than theſe French Philoſophers, who 
deny them the Uſe. of Reaſon. . Socrates wi'd to 
ſwear by the animal Generations, and ſo did Kha- 
damanthus before him. The Egyptians ſorin'd the 
Images of their Gods in the Similitude of Beaſts, 
or Bird, or Fiſhes. So the Grecians fix d the Horns 
of a Ram on the Head of Fupiter's Statue, and thoſe 
of a Bull on the [mage of Bacchus, They com- 
pounded the [mage of Pan of a Man and a Goat; 
painted the Muſes and Graces with Wings : And 
the Poet Pindar makes all the Gods winged, and 
diſguiſes them in the Shapes of ſeveral Beaſts, 
when in his Hymns, he introduces them chas'd by 
Tryphon. Thou knowelt alſo, that our holy Do- 
Hors affirm the Angel Gabriel to have Wings, with 
one of which he once gave a Mark to the Moon 

When the Poets bring in Jupiter courting Pa ſi- 
phae, he appears in the Form of a Bull. And in 
his other Amours, if we may believe them, he 
chang'd himſelf ſometimes into a Swan, then into 
an Eagle: They report alſo, that he was ſuckled 
by a Goat. 5 Ia 


For theſe and other Reaſons, the Ancients not 
only forbore to injure their Fellow-Anim als, but 
entertain d them with ſingular Affection and 
Friendſhip. A Dove was the Darling of Semira. 
mis, A Dog was the Joy of Cyrus, Philip, King 
of Macedonia, made a Swan his Companion. And 
our boly Lawgiver was often wont to ſport him- 
ſelf with a Cat, He lov'd this Creature for its 
Cleanlineſs and Activity; and therefore we A 
ſulmans generally have a Cat in great Eſteem and 


Veneration. 


That Favourite of God underſtood the Lan. 
guages of Beaſts, and convers d as familiarly with 

them as with Men, So it is fam d of Melampus 
and Tireſias of old, as alſo of Apollonius Tyanæus, 
2872 | ELSE = 3 who 
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who affirm d to his Friend, fitting by him, that a 
Sparrow, which he heard chirping to his Fellows, 
told them of an Aſs which he had ſeen fall down 
with his Load à little way off from that Place. 
It is alſo recorded of a Boy, who underſtood al! 
the Voices of Birds, and by that Means could fore- 


tel Things to come, That his Mother, by 33 
e 


Urine into his Ears when he was aſleep, deprived 
him of this incomparable Gift, for fear he ſhould 
be taken from her, and preſented to the King. 
There is no Queſtion, but ſeveral Nations have 
a certain Knowledge of the Speech of ſome Ani- 
mals. My Countrymen, by a peculiar Gift beſtow'd 
on our Fathers and their Poſterity for ever, under- 
ſtand the Language of Crows and Eagles. And the 
Ancients were ſo well vers d in this Knowledge, 
that when they convers d with the Birds, or at 
leaſt when they heard them in their Languages 
utter Preſages of what ſhould ſhortly happen to 
Earth, they perſuaded themſelves that thoſe Birds 
were the Meſſengers of the Gods. Therefore the 
Eagle was ſuppoſed to be the Meſſenger of Fupiter, 
the Crow and Hawk of Apollo, the Stork of Sams 
the Owl of Minerva, and fo of others. Fo 
It is evident, that our common Huntſmen un- 
der{tand the different Voices of their Dogs, when 


at a Diſtance they ſignify by one kind of Cry, | 


that they are queſting after the Hare; by ano- 
ther, that they have found her; by a third, that 
they have taken her, or that ſhe is turn'd to the 
Rig hi Hand, or to the Left. So thoſe who look 
after Cattle, know by the Voice of the Bull when 
he is hungry, thirſty, or weary, or when he 1s 
ſtung with Luſt. So by the Roaring of the Lion, 
the Howling. of Wolves, the Bleating of Sheep, 
Men are made ſenſible of the various Wants, In- 
clmations and Paſſions of thoſe Creatures. 


Nor 


— 7 


vam. „ She Ban 16,” 40 


Nor are theſe Animals ignorant of our Lan- 

guage, but by our Voice and Words they know 

When we are angry or pleas d, when we call 

them to us, or drive them from us: And our do- 

meſtic Animals obey accordingly, with as much 

Prompt neſs and Alacrity as a Man or Maid- 

ſervant. All which could not be, if they were 

not endu'd with Faculties conformable to ours. 

They alſo teach their young Ones to ſing artifi- 

cially, In a Litter of Dogs, Huntſmen chuſe the 

beſt by this Experiment: They take all the 

Whelps from the Bitch, and carry them to ſome 

Place a little diſtant ; then they obſerve which 

ſhe firſt carries back again, and thoſe always prove 

the beſt Dogs, What is this diſtinguiſhing Faculty 

in the Bitch but Reaſon, or ſomething like it? 

We ſee apparently, that every living Creature 

knows its own Weakneſs or Strength, and knows 

how to uſe moſt dexterouſly thoſe Weapons with 

which Nature has furniſh'd it for its own Defence. 95 
They are alſo ſenſible what Places are molt con- 
venient for them to dwell in, and which not.” 
Thus the weakeſt Creatures, as Dogs and Cats 
live altogether in Houſes and Cities with Men; 
whilſt the Lyons, Tigers, and ſuch Ferce Animals 
dwell in the Deſart. Thus Sparrows and Swwalloaus. 
make themſelves almoſt domeftick with Men; 
whilſt Eagles, Hawks, Vultures, and other Birds 
of Prey, build their Neſts in Woods or Rocks, re- 
mote from human Society, Some Birds change 
their Habitation at certain Seaſons of the Year, 
as beſt ſuits with their Convenience; others al- 
ways remain in the fame Plice. The ſame is ob- 
ſerv'd in Fiſhes, And in all living Creatures it is 
eaſy to trace the Footſteps of Prudence and Pore- jt 
caſt, in order to their own Preſervation. Let 1 
Men call this what they pleaſe, Inſtinct, or Nature, mew | | 
or Senſe, it is evident, that there is an exact Con- 
a 4 formuty 


r 


_ —— 
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formity and Reſemblance between theſe Faculties 


In Brutes and what we call Reaſon, Wiſdom, or 
Prudence in Men. And we have no more Ground 
to conclude them void of Reaſon, becauſe they do 
not enjoy it in that Perfection as our ſelves, than 
we have to conclude our ſelves blind or deaf, be- 


cauſe we ſee not ſo clearly, and hear not ſo readi- 


ly as the Brutes, and that we have no Legs becauſe 
we run not ſo ſwift as ſome of them do. 


Doubtleſs, the Brutes are endu'd with a Fu- 


culty of Reaſon as well as we; but this Faculty in 
them is weak and imperfect for want of Diſcipline 
and Art, which poliſh all Things This is ma- 
nifeſt from thoſe Creatures which are taught to 
dance and play a thouſand Tricks, to tell Mo- 
ney, to ſhoot off Guns, to find out hidden Things, 
and bring them ſome Miles to their Maſters, as 
well educated Spaniels will do. What can be 


a greater Argument of the Proficiency they make 
in Reaſon and Knowledge ? Are not Elephants 


taught all the Arts of War, and placed in. the 
very Front of the Battel? Do not the Indian 
Princes repoſe as much Truſt in their Carriage 
and Conduct, as in the Service of their ſtouteſt 


and wiſeſt Commanders? This Creature is as 
tractable and prompt to learn any Thing when 
young, as a Boy at School, which cannot be done 


without the Uſe of Reaſon, TAO, f 


To conclude, I have omitted five hundred. 
Arguments, which might be brought to prove 


the brute: Animals to have Souls as well as we, to 
have Faculties and Affections conformable to ours. 
And therefore it is little leſs Injuſtice to kill and 
eat them, becauſe they cannot ſpeak and converſe 
with us, than it would be for a Cannibal to mur- 
der and deyour thee or me, becauſe we underſtood 
not his Language, nor he ours, 
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Eo, who locketh up the Winds during the time 
the Halcyon hatcheth her Young, thereby ſhewing 
that this Bird is his Favourite, will aſſuredly graut 
us a perpetual Tranquility, if we abſtain from in- 
juring our Fellou- Animals. 4 


Paris, 22. of the 1 ft Moon, 
of the Year, 1654, 


_ — 


W 


To Muſtapha, Berber Aga, at the 


HO haſt formerly heard me ſpeak of the 
L Duke of Lorrain, and his ſeveral Lofles 
which moſt People thought wou'd have cnded 
with the Excommunication pronounc'd againſt him 
by the Roman Mufti, whereof I gave thee Intel- 
ligence. But Experience teaches us, That Misfor- 
tunes ſeldom ſet upon any Man ſingly, but aſſault 
him in Troops whom Fate has mark'd out for Ruin. 
Yet this Prince owes his Sufferings chiefly to his 
own Inconſtancy, whilſt he has all along play'd 
faſt and looſe with the Kinga of France Ne. AR | 
taking up Arms by ſucceſſive Turns for one, and at 
the fame tune underhand and practiſing with the 
other, always unfaichful to both, aud only driving 
on an independant Intereſt of his own, 
This is his true Character. To which we may 
add, an ungovernable Diſpoſition, and inſa- 
tiable Thirit of Money, which has prompte! 
him by all the Methods of Rapine and VizIcnce, 
to heap up an incredible Treaſure of Gold ad 
Jewels. So that having procur'd the Enay of 
5 ö; 7 --:-Rveral 
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ſeveral: Monarchs, the Jealouſy of his late Mafter 
the King of Spain, the Ill-will of his own Bro- 


ther, (whom they call Duke Francis,) and the Cur- 


des of all People where-ever his Army has been 


quarter'd ; he is at length ſeiz d and impriſon'd 
by Arch-Duke Leopold, in the Caſtle of Antwerp ; 


tor which joyful News the Inhabitants of the 


Span ſh Netherlands every where made Bonfires 
for Joy. He was confin'd on the 25th of the 
ſt Mon, And ſoon after his ſecond Wife was 
taken into Cuſtody, that by her Means they 


may diſcover his Papers and Money: This lat- 
ter being the chief Thing they aim at, he bein 

reputed prodigioully rich; and the Spaniſh Cat. 
fers want a Supply. They conniv'd at his Rob- 
beries, whilſt there was any Thing left for him 
to plunder, and that they ſaw he hoarded up. 


But now he has done his Work, they puniſh him 
for the Crimes which they themſelves encou- 
rag'd that fo they may become Maſters of his 


Wealth. *Tis ſaid, he brook'd his Reſtraint very 
well at firſt; but a while ago, being deny'd the 


Liberty of the Caſtle Walls, he grew raving 
Mad, flung a Candleſtick (which was all the Wea- 


ns they allow'd him) at the Governor's Head, 


and broke the Windows of his Lodgings. So 
that they have been forc'd to confine him-to a 


Hole without any Light, ſave a little that finds 
Admittance through an Iron-Gate at the Top ot 
the Room. „ 

His Brother Francis of Lorrain is to command 
the Army in his ſtead; who pretends great Fide- 
lity to the Houſe of Auſtria, yet ey in the Iſſue 
prove as wavering as his Brother: For the King 
of France has Baits wou d tempt the Virtue of an 


Angel. Yet nothing ſhall ever corrupt the Integri- 
7 of Mahmut the Muſſulman, on whoſe Forchead 


ate has engraven this Motto, Prepar'd 10 ſuffer. 


I bluſh Þ 


K 


A 
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I bluſh, ſerene Aga, when I think Iam fo bar- 
ren of Vertues, that I Have nothing elſe to boaſt 
of but my Loyabty : Whilſt thouſands of illuſtrious 
Souls, crown'd with a Circle of Merits, daily af- 
cend to Paradiſe: And tho' they made but an obſcure 
Figure on Earth, even as contemptible as the ex- 

I's Arabian in his Hutch at Paris, yet now rake 
click Seats among the hundred and twenty four 


| e ere. Prophets, Favourites of the Eternal. 


May'ſt thou encreaſe that happy Number, but 
not till thou haſt had thy Fill of Bliſs on Earth; 
aud that all thy Enjoyments here ſeem like the 
Perfumes of Ointments, which, tho' thev pleaſe 


for a True, yet at length eloy the Senſe. 


Paris, 23d of the 3d Moon, 
| 1 pv Lear oo | 


. PREY ** . 8 
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. LETTER Y. 


Ea Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jow at 
„„ 


J not ſulpect me of 8 or that 1 
am fond of making Proſelytes, becauſe 1 
* ſuch Pains to reſtorè thee to Re a on, and | 
make thee ſenſible thou art a Man. 1 have no 
Deſign, or Selt- Intereſt, in doing thee this good 
Office |; „ and 'tis remote from my Humour to 
buſy myCzlf i in gaining Conperts, Only the Love 
of Truth ſets my Pen at work in this manner; 
being « ever of the Mind, That Rl free Diſquity tion 
in Matters either of Religion or Philoſophy, 1 15 the 
only way to get quit of Errors Perhaps my Caſe 
may be the ſame as thine 3 and for ought how 
knoweſt, 1 ſeck not more to undeceive ther, than 
| M 6 e to 
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to ſatisfy my ſelf, by thus frankly venting my 
Thoughts; ſince nothing is more commonly 
cbſery'd, than, that whilſt a Man is teaching ano- 
ther, he improves himſelf. Our Memories are 
frail and treacherous, and we think many ex- 
cellent Things, wluch for want of making a 
deep Bens 4 we can never recover  after- 
wards. In vain we hunt for the ſtraggling Idea; 
and rummage all the Solitudes and Retirements 
of our Sou] for a loſt Thought, which has left 
no Track or Footſteps behind it. The ſwift Off- 
ſpring of the Mind is gone; tis dead as ſoon as 
born; nay, often proves abortive in the Mo- 
ment it was conceived. The only Way therefore 
to retain our Thoughts, is to faſten them in 
Words, and chain them in Writing. This is one 
Cauſe that I trouble thee with Letters of this na- 
ture, that whilſt J am inſtructing thee, I may 
eftabhſh my own Reaſon, and confirm my ſelf in 
the Method I have taken, to live according to 
my Nature; that is, by not ſuffering my rational 
Faculties to fall aſleep, whilſt my Paſſions are active 
and vigorous in working my Ruin: For I reckon 


no greater Shame or Misfortune can befal a Man, th 
than to be deprived of his Humanity, that is, is . th 
„ p ont ore fic 
What I have faid concerning the Perfidiouſ- * 
neſs of our Memories, may ſerve as a proper In- th 
troduction to the Objections 1 ſhall make againſt th 
your Traditionary Laos. W 
If one ack you, cy theſe Laws were not written ter 
as well as the other; you anſwer, That God took MU P, 
Care in this, leſt the Gentiles getting Copies of em, ov 
Hould corrupt and pervert their Senſe, even as they an 
| have done the written Laws. But how then came | --- Sl 
| he to ſuffer any to be written * Had he not equal the 
Care of one Part, as of the other? Or, 'could F mig 
the Gentiles do more Harm, by altering and cor- du 


7 * ruping 


— 
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rupting the leſs ſubſtantial Traditions, than the 
very fundamental Statutes * For that theſe un- 
abritten Laws contain'd only Circumſtantials, your 
Doctors themſclyes confeſs. What Man of com- 
mon Senſe then can ſit down contented with ſo 
trivial an Anſwer? Or will you fay, that Gop 
took more Care to preſerve theſe Traditions incor- 
rupt from the Gentiles, than to retain them in 
their Purity among the Fes ? For, that commit- 
ting them to Writing, had been the ſureſt Way 
to retain them in their original Purity, is evident 
by the Preſervation of the written Law ; of 
which there was ſo great Care taken in tranſcrib- 
ing it, that if but a Letter or Point were added, 
diminiſh'd, or miſplac'd, they took it for a fatal 
Omen of ſome Calamity, and the faulty Scribes 
were ſeverely puniſh'd , nay, the whole Congrega- 
tion were bound to expiate the Offence by Faſt- 
ing, Prayers and Alms. So that it was in a 
manner impoſſible, that with allthis Circumſpection, 
the leaſt Corruption or Alteration ſhould creep into 
the written, Law. N 1 3 
I appeal now to thine own Reaſon, Whether 
this was not a much ſecurer Way of preſerving 
the Laws uncorrupt, than by truſting them to the 
fickle Memories of Men? | „„ 
Beſides, I would fain know what became of 
theſe Traditions during the various Captivities of 
the Fews, and De populations of the Holy Land? 
Who took Care to deliver theſe Traditions unal- 
ter d to Poſterity when they were without Prieſts, 
Prophets or Synagogues * When they were diſpers d 
over the remote Provinces of Media, Perſia, Egypt 
and Babylon? In thoſe Days your Fathers were 
Slaves to the Gentile Kings of Aſia; there were 
then no Seniors ſitting in the Sanbedrim, who 
might take Care of theſe Things. Neither do I find, 
dat Haras the Scribe was any ways e 

n . 
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for theſe Traditions, when he with his Brethren 
the Jevus return'd from their long Captivity in Per- 
fa and Babylon. All his moſt ſtrenuous Endea- 
vours were employ'd in recovering the loſt Books 
of the Written Law, without fo much as regard- 


ing or mentioning the other, From whence 1 


gather, that either theſe Traditions were of no 
great Importance; or if they were, yet they 
were wholly, or for the moſt part chang d or loſt, 
many hundred of Vears before the Talmud was firſt 
compos d, which thou fay ſt, is the grand Repo- 
ſitory of theſe ſacred Inſtructions. And in ſaying 
Þ thou contradicteſt thy own Arguments: For 

theſe Traditions were appointed to be tranſmit- 
ted by Mord of Moutb, from Father to Son, to all 


Generations, as you ſuppoſe, then what need was 


there of writing them in the Talmud, or any 
other Book © And yet the Writings of your Rab- 
bi's are full of them. 'I'hus thou confoundeſt thy- 
ſelf, and runneſt blindful round in a Circle of 

Rouze up therefore thy Reaſon, and ſuffer not 
thy {elf to be Hoodwinked by the Fables of your 


Rabbi's, thoſe induſtrious Midwives of old Wo. 


mens Tales. Doubtleſs thoſe Traditions, about 
which you make ſuch a Buſtle, are no other than 
the Mhimſies of your Cabaliſts, who pretend to 
ſpy more Myſteries in the Order of two or three 

ebreay Letters or Points, than they are able to 
unfold in whole Volumes, They crack their Brains 
in conjuring up far fetch'd Interpretations, from 
the particular Faſhion and placing of one ſingle 
Daſh of a Pen. They puzzle and amuſe their 
Diſciples, with teaching them more knotty and 
romantick Divinity out of the four and twenty 
Letters, than ever Pythagoris did with all his A. 
ſtick Numbers. The Alphabet to them is the Oracle 
of Theology. They have turned the Lau into a 
perfect Riddle, 5 | Believe 
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Believe not therefore theſe Religious Mounte- 
banks, theſe holy Fugg lers, who with their ſanctify d 


Legerdemain would turn you into Apes, that they 


may laugh in ſecret at your Folly :-. while they 
behold, how preciſely devout you are in cringing, 
jumping, dancing, howling, braying, and all your 
other antick Poſtures and Actions in the Synagogue; 
in the Practiſe of which you have beſtowed fo much 
Care, and are fo exact, that you quite neglect the 
weighty Points of the Law, s 

I hope what I have ſaid is ſufficient to convince 
thee, that thoſe Traditions, which you are taught 


to believe, were deliver'd to Moſes in the Mount of 


God, are no other than.the Impoſitions of your 
blind Guides, who are ſtudious of nothing more, 


than to entangle you in a perpetual Labyrinth of 


Superſtition and Error. N eb 
It will not be a greater Difficulty to demon- 
ſtrate, that the «vritten Law itſelf, tho Divine in 
its Original, is not of univerſal Obligation to all 


People, but only calculated for your particular 


Nation, and ſuch as were willing to enter into 


your Intereſts, among the Nations adjacent to the 


Holy Land. 


And becauſe my time haſtens me, I will only 


ſuggeſt one Argument for all, and leave it to 
thy Deliberation ; whether it was poſſible for all 
Mankind to repair once a Vear to 1 

ſacrifice in Solomon's Temple, as is requir'd in your 


Law ? For that it was not lawful to ſacrifice any 


where elſe, is evident, both from the Law itſelf, 
which expreſsly forbids it, and from the Examples 


of your Fathers in their ſeyeral Captivities ; and 


from your own N i Wan Day, who have 
made no Sacrifice ſince the Days of Titus Veſpaſt, 
an, the Roman Emperor, who laid waſte your City, 
and burnt your Temple to Aſliss. 


And 


eruſalem, to 
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And this alſo. may ſerve to convince thee, that 
the Law of Moſes was not of perpetual Obligation, 
even to the Jeu themſelves; fince tis evident 
from Matters of Fact, that for theſe Sixteen hun- 


dred Years, you have not been in a Capacity to 


keep it: And doubtleſs, Gop would never require 
any thing of Men, which he foreſaw they would 
not: be able ta; perform... it op ils tt gt 

Ceaſe then to think ſo highly of thy Nation, as 
if none but they were the Elect of God, or capa. 
ble of his Favours: Ceaſe. to inſult over the reſt 
of Mankind, and to curſe thy Brethren the Sons of 
one Father, even Noah the juſt Man, and Prophet 
of Gop. Bchold the Sun and Moon, with all the 
Corftellations in Heaven: Their Influences are 
equally diſperſs d to all of human Race. Behold the 
Elements; they ſerve all the Sons of Adam alike; 
they are not partial to MeytaJs, neither does any 


Faction byaſs the Winds and Rain Theſe happen 


all at their appointed Time and Place, And the 
four Seaſons of the Year return with even Courſes 
to the Inhabitants of the four quarters of the World, 
The Plants know no difference between the Cir- 
cumcis'd and the Uncircumtis d; but yield their 
Encreaſe with equal Indifferency to the one and 
the other: And the Brute Animals equally ac- 
knowledge both for their Lords. The Birds of the 
Air are as ſoon caught by a Heathen, Chriſtian, or 

Ma bometan Foxvler, as by one that is a Few. And 
the Fiſh of the Sea when they ſwallow the Hook, 
or plunge themſelves into the Net, regard not the 
Difference of Religion in thoſe that catch them, 


All Things happen to every Man according to their 


Nature and the Pleaſure of Deſtiny; Only Man 
himſelf tranſsgreſſes the Condition of his Being. 
But thoſe that obey the internal Laaugiver, let 


them be of what Nation or Religion ſoever, doubt- E 


lefs they live happily, and die in Peace. 


However, 
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However, leſt Nen ſhould: err for want of 
Knowledge, a Lig bi is | ſprung forth in the Eaſt, 
even the Book of Glory, which confirms the Mrit- 
ten Law, and'inftruftsMen'in the Truth. Doubt- 
leſs this Book was brought down from Heaven: 
It carries its own Evidence, and a Teſtimony of 
its Diuine Original, in the Majeſty of the Style: 
There is a Spirit and Energy in every Word, ſub- 
limating the Intellect of the devout Reader, and 
purifying his Affections: Ir is written in Arabic, 
in a Dialect ſo pure and perfect, that the moſt ac- 
curate Critichs can find no Blemiſh from the be- 
ginning to the End. One Part coheres exactly 
with the other; *ris void of Contradiction. All 
the Chapters in this glorious Volume are of a piece; 
wh'ch Excellencies could not have thus met toge- 
the: without a Miracle, in a Book divulg'd by a 
Man, who could neither <vrite nor read. 
The Succeſs it has had in the Morld, ſpeaks it 
of celeſtial Deſcent. The greateſt Part of 4 ſia, and 
Africk, with many Kingdoms in Europa, have obcy'd- 
the Alcoran for above theſe thoviſand Years. Cou'd 
ſuch a thing come to paſs, without the, Decyee of 
Heaven? When the Prophet and Favourite of GoD 
firſt receiv'd his Divine Commiſſion, he was like a 
Pelican in the Wilderneſs, ſolitary, and without 
Companion. Nevertheleſs, he was not diſcou- 
rag ' d, but obey d the Orders of Heaven. He faw 
| himſelf in the midſt of .. Rocks and Sands, encom- 
| paſſed on all Sides with terrible Beafts : Vet he 
deſpair d not of Aſſiſtance from above, but com- 
forted himſelf in the Promiſe of the Eternal. He 
firſt preach d to the ſavage Lions and Tigers; who, 
as if they had heard another Orpheus, grew tame 
and ſociable at his powerful Words. Thoſe 


? | Herce Inhabitants of the Woods came and pro- 
- Þ firated themſelves before the Sent of Gop ; they 
Þ Lc&'d his Feet, in token of. Submiſſion ;, they 
', 5 85 - - A. LN 
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environ d the Place of his Repoſe, as his Guards, 
and brought him Food Morning and Evening. 
The Prophet wonder d that ſo great Grace was 


given to the Beaſts of the Earth He prais d the 
Creator of all things, and his Mouth was full of 


Benedictions. He blefsd the Day and the Night, 
and the Obſcurity that comes between them. He 
bleſsd the Dewws that fall at the riſing of the odo- 
viferous Star, and the refreſhing Winds that ſtir 
the Leaves of the Trees at Midnight. And in the 
Morning he pray'd that all Men might become 
true Believers, Doubtleſs Gop had granted his 


Petition, had not the Angel, who carry'd up his 


Prayers to Heaven, met with the Devil, a little on 
this ſide the Orb of the Moon, who ſtole from him 
ſome of Mahomet's Words, that fo the Prayer aſ- 
cended imperfe& to the Throne of the Merciful. 
Nevertheleſs, a great Part of Men became Belie- 


vers; and more ſhall be added to the Number. 


In a little time the ſolitary Prophet ſaw him- 


ſelf at the Head of a numerous Army, all Vo- 
Juntiers, who reſorted to him in the Wilderneſs, as 
they were inſpir'd from Above. The mighty Men 
of Arabia oppos'd the ſacred Hero: They led the 
Flower of the Eaſt againſt him; but they acce- 
lerated their own Fate, and incens d their angry 
Stars. The Elements took up Arms againſt them, 
and the Meteors fought in Defence of the Meſſen- 
ger of God. Lightning and Hail, with Stones of 
Fire, blaſted the I roops of the Inftdels : And ter- 
rible Storms of Winds buried whole Armies in 
the Sands. Thus the Het of the Muſſulmars 
became victorious without drawing a Sword, and 
the Empires of the Wicked fell to the Poſſeſſion of 
true Believers. Perſia, Babylon and Egybt, were 
ſubdued and embrac d the rmd-fled Truth. The 
Alcoran was receiv'd from India to the Maurita ni- 
an Shore: From the riſing of the dun, to the got 
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down thereof, this holy Profeſſion is made with 


. 
* 


** 


one Conſent, There is but one Gop, and Maho- 
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Nowy Nathan conſider, whether ever the Law 
of Moſes had ſuch Footing in the World, or the 
Children of . 1ſras] could boaſt of ſuch aniver/al 
Conqueſts : Your little Kingdom has had its Period 


long ago; and both that, and all the Empires of 


Afia and Africk, are ſwallow'd up in the All- con- 
quering Monarchy of the Oſmans. Your Taber» 
nacle, Temple, City and Sacrifices, are quite ex- 
tint: Your Nation ſcatter d over the whole World, 
without Lands or Poſſeſſions that they call their 
own . Neither is there Prince, Prieſt, or Prophet, 
to whom you can have Recourſe for Delivery from 
your Misfortunes. | 


Come out therefore from the Synagogue, which 


lies under the Scourge of Heaven; ſhake off the 


Malediction; and, being purified, join thyſelf to 
the true Believers, who are bleſs'd in this World, 


and ſhall be happy in Paradiſe. Or at leaſt ſtand 
by thyſelf, and follow thy own Light. Adieu. 


Paris, 224 of the 3d Moon, 


of the Year 1654- 
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-IETTER VI 
To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa. 


FT HE Policies of Cardinal Maz 1vini are no 
> Secrets at the Imperial City, Now he is 


about to ply his Maiter-piece. He has all along 
maintain'd Penſconers in the Service of tke French 
| Grandees. 
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Grandees. No Man of prime Quality cou'd be 
ſure' he entertain'd not at his Table ſome Crea- 
ture of this Miniſter, Diſguiſes of all Sorts, both 


for Body and Mind, were never wanting to Men 


_ dextrous at Treachery, and officious to do Miſ- 
But now he is ſetting Spies of another Character 
on the Princes of the Blood, and the chief Nobility 
of France. Women are to become his private 


» 


Agents; Females of his own Blood, true Italigns, 


and brought up under his particular Care and Ma- 
nagement: In a Word, his Sifers and Neices. 

- Five of them are newly come to this City, 
having been conducted hither by the Cardinals 
Secretary, accompany'd with a conſiderable Re- 
tinue of Courtiers, who went to meet them ſome 
Leagues from Paris. *Tis ſaid, That one of thoſe 
Ladies 1s a great Beauty, and that the young 
King having ſeen her Picture, fell in love with 
her. „ 1 25 


IThzhis is certain, the Prince of Conti has married 


one of them; with whom the Cardinal] has given 
bis Palace, and two hundred thouſand Crowns in 
Doxwry, 8 | 


They talk as if another of them was to be 


married to the Duke of Candale; and a third, to 
the Son of General Harcourt. And, as if Maxi- 


vini were emulous of Fofeph's Character and Au- 


thority in Pharoab's Court, he has ſent for his 
Father wn þ fo all his Family, to come and reſide 
in France. He is reſolv'd to ſtock this Kingdom 
with Sicilian Blood, a Race of Mazarins : Who 
by Inſtin&t, as well as by Rules, ſhall carry on the 
Deſign he has laid; and either raiſe this tottering 
State to the Height of his Model, or abſoJutely 
ruin it. For that active Spirit cannot take-up with 


-. I's 
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'Tis..faid, That the Duke of Orleans reſents very 
in the Cardinal's Ambition, in marrying his Netces 
into the Bod Royal. That Prince will not be 
prevaild on to come near the Court; But rather 
Abart the Prince of Conde, and the other Male- 
contents; whence ſome People are apt to preſage 
another Turn of Affairs before tis long; for the 
Generality of the French are inclin'd to the Prince's 
© There is great Caballing all over the Xingdom; 
and the Cardinal ſtrives to puſh his Intereſt for. 
ward, by all the Methods of a cunning Stateſman. 
He knows the Prince of Conde's Spirit too well to 
dream of a Reconcilation, and he has a dou- 
ble - Intereſt in the Ruin of that unfortunate 
General; his own Preſervation, and the Aggran- 
dizing his Niece, the Princeſs of Conti, who by 
the Fall of her Brother-1n-Law, will be Miſtreſs 
of his Eſtate. LE e 
- He 1s endeavouring alſo to make an Alliance 
with the Cardinal de Retz, his profeſs'd Enemy, 
and one rais d by the Pope to that Dignity, on pur- 
poſe to counter- ballance Mazarini's Power at this 
Court; where he 1s ſuſpected to animate the King 
againſt the Court of Rome. FEST 
That Cardinel de Retz is now a Priſoner of 
State, and has been ſo a long time; being firſt 
confin'd by Mazarini's Orders. But the wife Mi- 
niſter now thinks it ſafer to compound with a Man, 
whom he cannot longer perſecute, without draw- 
ing on himſelf the Revenge of all the Eccle ſi- 
afticks, and eſpecial'y the 7 hunder of the Roman 
Court. „ „ 
Therefore, to reconcile Matters, and fortify 
himſelf, he has propos d a Match between bus 
Ne pheco, and de Ness Nojte. The Court is wholly 
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taken up with making Friendſhips of this Na- 
ture; whuch is an evident Sign they feel their 
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Power at an Ebb, ol fear i It. wil be much lower, 
if the Prince of Conde ſhould once take the Field 
in France. 

N nothing to the Aiſſulman Intereſt, which 
Side gets the Advantage, for they are all equal 
Enemics to the Sent of Gop. 


It I can by any ſucceſsful Artifice promote the 


Diviſions of theſe Lnfidels, I ſhall not diſſerve the 
ſvining Port, However, 1 will fill pray, That 
thoſe Swords may be turn d againſt each other; 


which united, would hazard the State of the true 


Faithful. 

Illuſtrious Friend, let thy Preſence in the Divan 
be as a ſtrong Baſtion, under the Covert of which 
Mahmut may be ſhelter'd from the Artillery of 
evil 9 and Sycophants. 


Parie, 1415 of the 4th Moon, | 
of the Tear II 


. E ro T E R VII. 
25 | Dgner Oglou. | 


Wy Ov art not ignorant that when I grit 
heard of the cruel Sentence excuted on our 

late Friend Egri Boinou, (on whom be the Mercies 
of the Creator.) I wrote to his Succeſſor Iſmael 
 Mouta Faraca, a Letter of Condolance ; wherein, 
to keep a Medium between the Tenderneſs I ow 4 

to the Loſs which my Friend had ſuſtained of his 


Eyes, and the Diſtruſt I had of a Stranger, I 


filled up my Letter to {ſmael* with conſolatory 
Expreſſions ; ; ſuch as I would have uſed to Egri 


5 himſelf, had I been in his Company: Belicy ing 
that 


12131 
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 T plaid the Stoick, and encouraged the Doctrine 
of Apathy ; or, at leaſt, I abounded in Philoſo- 
phical Counſels, almoſt as impracticable as the 
other: Nothing but ſevere Morality dropt from 
my Pen. And all this, to cover my real Con- 
cern and Paſſion for Egri's Sufferings; who, thou 
knoweſt, was beloved by more than thee and me. 
J told thee in a former Letter, That I did not 
dare to truſt my Sentiment, though diſguis'd, to 


a Man, who on:the Score of his new Preferment, 


might become more quick-fighted than before, and 
would ſoon penetrate the thin Veil of Words, and 


ſpy ſomething in that Diſpatch, to my Diſadvan- 


tage, ſhould T have ventur'd to deſcant on the 
Saltan's Severity, or Eovi's Merits. 5 
Therefore I thought it beſt to pretend an In- 
ditterency, to which I am as much a Stranger as 
any Man, in Caſes that too nearly touch our 
Senſe. Tis eaſy to give Counſel to another, 
which in the ſame Circumſtances we are far from 
practiſing our ſelves. Then we can be full of 
Wiſdom, and grave Morals ; but when it once 
comes home, ai! our Philoſophy vaniſhes ; there 


remains nothing! to be ſeen, but a mere ſenſitive 


Animal, without Vertue or Patience. Ne 
My own Experience, but two Days ago, forces 
this Confeſſion from me, when by an unlucky 
Blow, I loft the Sight of both my Eyes, for the 
ſpace of eight and forty Hours. Tis true, I 
ſhould not have uſed them much during a Third 
Part of that Time, had they not been hurt; un- 
leſs thou wilt ſay, they are ſerviceable in our 
Dreams, and help our Souls to ſpy the dark Chi- 
mera's of the Night. However, I remember 
'twas no ſmall Grief, even in that Abſence of the 


Sun, to be only ſenſible of the Privation of my 


Ears: 
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Ears: For w hilſt the Windows of my Sou] were 
ſhut, *twas in vain for thoſe of my Chamber to 
be open; which before this Misfortune would, 
by letting in the Light of the Aoon or Stars, have 
convinc'd me, That it Was Night, without being 


beholden to the Clocks and Bells of the Convent 


for my Intelligence, as I was under this Affliction. 
Ihen it was, that in my Heart I unſaid all that 
1 kad written to the Eunuch on the Subject of 
Blindneſt, and curſed the Philaſap her for a Fool or 
a Madman, who put out his own Eyes for the ſake 
of his Thoughts. I envied thoſe more happy Fools, 
who are without Thoughts, but enjoy their Sight, 
which helps to form and regulate the Conceits of 
the moſt wiſe and thinking M᷑ee. 
Nay, ſuch was my Paſſion and Melancholy, 
during this ſnort Eclipſe of my Eyes, that I pre- 


ferr'd to mine even the Life of | theſe dumb Ani 


malt, whom Men have learn'd to call irrational, 
becauſe they expreſs their Sentiments by inarti- 
culate Sounds, a Dialect which we don't underſtand, 
And I could almoſt have wiſhed my ſelf meta- 
morp bos d, though it were into a Dog, provided I 
might have but that Senſe, the want of which 
renders our Humanity imperfect, and a Burthen 
to it ſelf. Or, if thou wilt blame me ſor ſuch a 
Wiſh, I gannot forbear thinking that Dog happier 
than his. Maſter, whom I have ſeen leading a 
blind Man in a String along the Streets of Paris, 
How: prudently did that faithful Creature act the 
Guide, in croſſing the Way, if any Danger threat- 
ned his Charge, as a Cart, Coach, or Throng of 
People? And all this Conduct was owing to his 
Eyes, which made him wiſer than his after, 
who, had he enjoy'd this Senſe, might not, for 
ovght 1 know, have ſurpaſſed his kind Brute in 
the Exerciſe! of Reaſon, e 


And 
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And now I am fallen on this Subject of the 
Wiſdom of Brute s, I muſt not forget a Story which 
I have read in Plutarch, as alſo in a certain French 
Author, of a Dog in the Court of the Roman Em- 
peror Veſpaſian which would act to the Life all the 
Agonies and Symptoms of Death at the Com- 
mand of a Mountebant, who had taught him ma- 
ny ſuch comical Tricks to divert the Grandees 
e e,, 4 . | ; 
The ſame. Frenchman mentions certain Oxen, 
which it ſeems had learned Arithmetick : For be- 
ing employed in turning the Wheel of a Well 
an hundred times every Day, when they had 
finiſh'd that Task would not fiir a Step more; but 
having reſolv'd that Number in their Minds, de- 
ſiſted of their own accord; nor could any Vio- 
lence compel em to farther Labour. Who will 
deny now that theſe Oxen were Mathematicians? 

or, that that Ship Dog had any need to ſtudy Eu- 
| clid's Elements; who, having a great deſire to taſte 
of ſome Oil that he ſaw in a deep earthen Veſſel, 


F and not being able to put his Head in far 


enough, by reaſon of the long ſtrait Neck of the 
| Pot, after ſome ſtudy ran to the Hold of the Ship, 
| which was ballaſted with Gravel-ſtones; from, 
thence he brought in his Mouth, at ſeveral times, 
as many of thoſe little Stones, as half filling the 
Pot, forced the Oil up to the Mouth, fo that he 
could lap his Belly full? Of this Plutarch ſays, 
be was an Eye-Witneſs. Was not this, thinkeſt 
thou, an Archimedes among the Dogs? Are not 
che Goats of Candy abſolute Phyczans, when, 
| being wounded, they never ceaſe ranging the 
Plants of that fertile land, till they have found 
| the Herb Dittany, with which they reſtore them- 

| ſelves to Health? ? 3 

Should the French read theſe Lines, and the 
others 1 have writ on this Subject to Cara HA 
1 V N 1 = 
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The great Mabummed of the Deſart, they would 
cenſure me as a Heretick, a Fool, or a Madman: 
Or, at leaſt, they would conclude, I am too 
importunate an Advocate for the Beaſts, They 
would call me Brute myſelf, and fix my Pedigree 
among ſome of the dumb Generations. We. 
But thou who haſt been educated in the ſerener 
Principles of the Eaſt, and haſt had the Honour 
to pour out Water on the Hands of the abſtemious 
Eremit, wilt have another Opinion of what I ſay, 
in Defence of our Kindred Nina N | 
He that has given Miſdom and Language to the 
Piſmires, and inſtructed them to converſe toge- 
ther by mute Signs, ſo that when the Signal was 
given, the Alarm was taken throughout their | © 
humble Territories, and they all fled away with Þ tl 
their Bag and Baggage when the Army of Solo- T1 
mon approached : Inſpire us with Grace to under- p 
ſtand the Language of the Beaſts, or at leaſt, not 1 1 
think our ſelves wiſer than them who under- 1 S 
tand ours. by Fc. V 
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To Afis, Baſſa. [an 


EIS Court is wholly taken up at preſent Þ ; 
Hs with the Preparations that are making to > 


| Crown the young King. The Place dcfign'd for | e; 
that Ceremony, is a City call'd Rhemes, Fig ſaid 5 
the Duke of Orleans will not be there, though the 1 


King has ſummon' d all the Princes and Nobility to De 
attend at his Inauguration, according to the ancient! e 
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Cuſtom: But that Prince ſtomachs the great Sway 
Cardinal Maxarini bears at Court, Belides his 
Daughter, who has no ſmall Powet over him, is 
affected to the Party of Male-contents, *Tis thro 
her Perſuaſions the Dake her Father abſents himſelf 
from the King his Nephew. Yet there are thoſe 
that ſay, his Mind will change before the Time 
appointed for the Coronation: And that he will 


rather diſemble his Grudge, that ſo he may more 


advantageouſly ruin the Cardinal, who keeps the 
King lull'd in a Circle of Pleaſures agreeable to 
his Youth, that ſo he may not have Time or Incli- 
nation to pry into his Management of Aﬀairs. 
The Court 15 at preſent at Fontainbleau, a Houſe 
of Pleaſure belonging to the King. They paſs 
their Time , away in Delights, drown'd in Secu- 
rity : Whilſt the wakeful Princes of the Blood are 
plotting new Methods to rouze em from their 
Lethargy, and teach the young Monarch, that the 
Sound of the Trumpet and Beat of the Drum will 
in a ſhort time be more neceſſary Muſick than 
the ſoft Airs of the Lute, and ſuch CHamber- 
Melody. e 0 
In the mean Time, the Prince of Conde being 
condemn'd, the Princeſs, his Wife, has petition'd 


the Parliament that her Dowyy may be ſecur'd to 


her: But they have referr'd the Matter to the King, 
Her Husband ſeems to be loſt in all Reſpects, ſave 


thoſe of the Peoples Affections, who favour any that 


are Enemies to Cardinal Mazarini, 
Monſieur Brouſſel, one of the Counſellors of Par- 
liament, whoſe Iimpriſonment I formerly mention'd 
to be the Cauſe of the firſt Sedition at Paris, is 
newly dead, yet the Cauſe, whereof he was a Pa- 
triot, dies not with him. but rather takes freſh Vigour 
from daily Grounds of Diſcontent. e 
It was more particularly reviv'd upon the 
Death of the late Archbiſbop of Paris; the Clergy 
e Is N a | chufing 
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cChuſing for his Succeſſor the Cardinal de Retz, a 


Priſoner of State, and under the ſevere Diſplea- 


ſure of the King. This Election was counter- 
manded by a Declaration from the Council Royal. 
| Nevertheleſs the Eccleſiaſtichs perſiſt in their firſt 
Choice; whilſt Cardinal Mazarini threatens em 
with the Puniſhments due to thoſe who contemn 
the King's Authority, But they flight his Me- 
naces, truſting to the Arms of the Prince of Conde, 


which they hope will deliver them in time from 


the Oppreſſions of that great Miniſter. 75 | 

The Men of Ability cabal, whilſt the Valgar 
are eaſily drawn into Parties, as their Affections 
byaſs em. Here is nothing but Murmuring and 
Whiſpering againſt the Government. Every Man 
endeavours to purchaſe Arms, and lay em up 
privately as againſt ſome publick Invaſion. Nay, 
the Citizens walk not abroad without Daggers 
hid under their Garments, as if they either in- 
tended a Maſſacre, or were afraid of one. All 
Things ſeem to portend ſome ſudden Eruption 
of popular Fury; and the Wiſeſt know not what 


will be the Iſſue of ſo many threatning Occur- 


. Only Mahmut (ſurrounded with Infidels) is re- 
ſign'd to Deſtiny; knowing that no human Coun- 
ſel can haſten or retard the Decrees lign'd above. 


Paris, 19th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear 1654. 4555 


L E T- 
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70 Murat, Baſſa. 


T ſeems the Devin have been lately let looſe 


in theſe Weſtern Parts, if we may give Credit 
to the Depoſition of ſuch as have accus'd certain 
ſuppos d Mite bes. n 
In Bretagne, a Province of this Kingdom, above 
forty old Women have been ſeiz d and impriſon' d, 
for holding Correſpondence with infernal Powers, 
and above half of them condemn'd to Death: 
Gov knows with what Juſtice, 


Some of them are accus d of enchanting the 


Perſons of their Neighbours ; others for bewitch- 


ing their Cattle; and a third Sort for diſſolving 
the miſchievous Charm of the firſt and ſecond : 


All of them for aſſembling in the Night-time, and 
uſing certain diabolical Ceremonies, which they 


ay, begin and end in kiſſing the Poſteriors of a 


Goat, or the Devil in that Form. 
I know, not how far theſe poor ſuperannuated 


Figures of Mortality may be wrong d. Tis a 


Queſtion whether their Judges are always in the 
Right. A fhrivell'd meagre Face, a hollow Eye, 
join d with irrecoverable Poverty, are many 
tines the chief Grounds of Suſpicion, which, 
| Improv d by Superfiition, Miſtakes and Malice, 
have often preyaild on thoſe who ought to 
adminiſter Juſtice, to condemn. poor Wretchcs 


more innocent than themſelves, as guilty or 


Miabera ß. 


Yet it cannot be deny'd but that there have 


been both Men and Women versd in magical 
Arts, as they are commonly called, which I take 
to be only the more myſterious Science of Nature. 


Ng . . Buch 
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Such was Zoroafter, the great Grand Child of 
Noah, and Xing of that Part of Aſia, which was 
then call'd Bactria. Such was Apollonius Tyanæus, 
Philiftides Syracuſanus, with many others of an- 
cient Date: Theſe underſtood the hidden Force of 
the Elements, the Influence of the Stars, the ſpe- 
cifick Operation of Metals, 'Minerals, and other 
ſubterranean Bodies, with the Virtues of all Ve. 
CO They knew exactly how to frame Aſtral 

mages and Taliſmans, by Help of which they 
were able to effect Wonders. And all this perhaps 
without once dreaming of infernal Spirits, or hav- 
ing the leaſt Society with Devils, © © 


Yet I believe Lucian, an ancient Writer, who 
never ſpoke ſeriouſly of any Thing, ſcarce be- 
hev'd himſelf, when he related the Story of Pan- 
erates, a famous Magician of Egypt, who by theſe 
Taliſmans was able to transform inanimate Things 
_ 41fo the Appearance at leaſt of living Creatures. 


Thus he wou'd turn a Stick or Piece of Wood in- 


to a ſceming Man, who ſhould walk, diſcourſe, and 
perform all the Actions of a rational Being. 

A certain Stranger travelling with him once to 

Memphis, and lying with him in the ſame” Cara- 


vanſera, as ſoon as they were alighted from their 
Camels, Pancrates took a Plank of Oak, and ha- 


ving touch'd it with his Taliſman, and pronounc'd 
two or three Syllables, incontinently the Stock 


moy'd, ftood upright, walk d, and taking the 


Camels by the ' Bridle, led them to the Stables: 
After which this evoodes Man came in and pre- 
pared their Pilaw, went on whatſoever Errands 
Pancrates ſent him; and when they departed, the 
Magician uſing a certain private Ceremony, this 
officious Servant return'd to a Plank again. This 
was his Practice all along the Road. 15 17 5 


One Day his Fellow Traveller being reſolv'd 


© try the Experiment, took Advantage of the 
5 e Magiclan's 
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Magician's Abſence, who was gone to the Tem- 
ple, and left his Taliſman behind him. The cu- 
rious Traveller having been often an Eye-Wit- 


neſs of this Trick, takes a Piece of Mood and 


touches it with Pancrates's Taliſman, repeating 
the Syllables he had heard him utter. Immediately 


the inanimate Timber became a Man, asking his 


Pleaſure. The Traveller, aſtoniſn'd at the Event, 
commanded his new Servant to bring him a 
Bucket of Water. The enchanted Spark obeys. 
The Traveller told him it was enough, and bid 


him return to a Piece of Mood again; but inſtead 


of that, he continued drawing of Water, and 


bringing it in till the Houſe was full. T he Toa 
| veller tearing the Anger of Pancrates, thought to 


dillolve the Enchantment, by cleaving the Mooden 


| Animal in two. But this augmented his Trou- 
ble; for each Piece taking a Bucket, fell to 


drawing of Water, ſo that of one Servant he had 


made two. This continued till the Magician came 
to his Reſcue, who having ſternly rebuked the 
Traveller's Raſhneſs, at a Word turn'd the two 
buſy Drudges to their primitive Loggiſhneſs and 


Inactivity again, 


I do not tell this Story as if 1 would have thee 


believe it, or that I give Credit to it my ſelf, Let 
us imitate the Author of it, who laughs at all that 


delight in ſuch Fables. But the Chriſtians, who 


believe a Piece of Bread is transform'd to He ſo and 
Blood, and becomes an immortal God at the pro- 
nouncing of four Words by the Prieft, may be 


excus d, if they put Confidence in the Figments 


of Poets and Orator s. 


I have in my Cuſtody the 3 of Carcon, 
who formerly reſided at Vienna, a private Agent 


for the Ever Happy Port. Some of his Letters 
ſpeak of the Superſtition and Credulity of the 
Germans in this kind. Yet in a Letter to the 


N 4 Mufti 
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Mufti, he acknowledpes himſelf overcome by the 
umqueſtionable Teſtimonies of ſuch as had been 
Eyc-Witnefles of the Life and Death of one Fan- 
(tus, a German Magician, who play'd a thouſand 
infernal Pranks, (as he calls them) even before 
the Emperor himfelf, ee 
le tells alſo of another Magician, call'd Zyto, 
who liv'd in the Days of the Emperor Charles IV. 
And when the Emperor's Son, to whom Zyto be- 
long' d, was to marry the Duke of Bavaria's 
Daughter, the Dake to oblige his Son-in-law, 
who was much taken with Magical Tricks, as 
were all the Germans, ſent for a great many 
famous Sorcerers to the Wedding Among the reſt, 
while one was performing a rare Exploit, on a 

ſudden Zyto the Prince's Conjurer came up to him 
with a Mouth ſeeming as wide as that of 
Crocodile, and ſwallows him up at a Morſel. When 
he thus had dene, he retires and voids him again 
in a Bath, and brings him thus drench'd into the 
Company, challenying any of the other Magicians, 
to do a Feat like that, but they were all ſilent, 

I hear of no ſuch Tricks done by thoſe French 
Witches, who cauſe ſo much Diſcourſe at preſent, 
The worſt they are accus d of, is bewitching their 
Neighbours Hogs to Madneſs, which thou knoweſt 
may be only a natural Malady. . 5 

I pray Heaven defend us from the Enchant ments 
of a deluded Fancy, that Domeſtick Incubus of 
every Mortal, and we need fear neither Witch nor 


Paris, 2oth of the 5th Moon, 
f the Year 1654 


n T. 


an old 


A 
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To Cornezan Maſtapha, Baſſa. f 


FAR. Fame of Cbriſtina, Queen of Sweden, 
has no doubt reach'd thy Ears : I have made 


mention of her in ſeveral of ay Letters, That 
Royal Virgin is now about to ſurrender her Crow? 


to her Couſin, whom they call Chavles Prince Pa- 
Jatine. This is a voluntary Reſignation. And ner 
Motive is ſaid to be a ſtrong Inclination to Soll- 


tude and a private Life, being eſteem d the mol: 


accompliſ'd and learn'd Princeſs of this Age. But 
thoſe who pretend to know more than others, ſay, 


that the true Gronud of her abandoning the King 


dom, is a Reſolution ſhe has taken to change bei 


Nel. ion, and embrace the Faith of the Roman 


Mufti, which is forbiden by the Laws of Scve den. 
Thou wilt ſmile at the Propoſals which tis 


Ne ſent to her en men and Jus Au. 
wer to them. 


In the firſt place, « She will keep the es Part t 
« of the Kingdom and Revenues in her own Hands, 


. Secondly, „She wall be no _ bur ame. | 


ether Independent and Fre. 
Uhivdly, She will have Lbesty to N into 


« Foreign A ds or into A Part of chat Bs: 


« minion- 


Laftly, She will not hate the Offices of 7, uſt, 
or any other Gifts that ſhe ſhall have diſpoſed of 
<< to her Favourites, revok'd by her Succeſſor. - 

To theſe Articles Prince Charles anſwer d. 

Frſt, “ That he will not be a mere titular King, 


ce without Dominions, nor without ſuch a Reve- 


* nue as is neceſſary to defi ay the ah e N 


« both 1 in Peace and Was. 


% 3 8 Secundly, 
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Secondly, “ That he will ſuffer no Competitor, 
% Equal, or Sovereign in Kingdom. 

7 birdly, “ That he will not run the Hazard of 
c her Intrigues in Fereign Courts, _ 
Laſtly, «That if he be Xing, he will diſpoſe of 
“ Preferments as he thinks fit. And in fine, That 
he will not be the Shadow of a King, without 
' the ſubſtantial Prerogatives of Sovereignty. 


Tis added, That when the Queen heard his Re- | 


ply, ſhe ſaid aloud, << I propos'd thoſe Articles on- 
'© ly to try his Spirit. Now I efteem him worthy 
to Reign, who ſo well underſtands the incommu- 
4 nicable Rights of a Monarch. 

This Intelligence comes by a Secretary to the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador, who is newly come out of 
Sweden to | negotiate at this Court a Ten Years 
Truce berween e and Spain. 

Here is likewiſe an Ambaſſador from Portugal 
who acquamts the Court, that the Portugue xe 
have expell'd the Hollanders out of the Places they 


held in the Eaſt- Indies. But if our Merchants bring 
true Intelligence, the Tartays will exterminate all | 


the Franks that are in China. 
In the mean Time, the young King of Hats, 


paſſes away his Hours in Dancing, ſeeing of Plays, 


and other Recreations, provided with vaſt Ex- 
pence by Cardinal Mat arini, to divert him from 
medling with public Affairs, and from thinking 
too ſeriouſly on the Sentence he has pronounced in 
Parliament againſt the Prince of Conde. 
One knows not well how to blame the Prince 
ol Conde's Proceedings, nor yet to accuſe the 
King of Injuſlice, Neither is it proper for a Muſ- 
ſulman Slave to decide the Controverſy : Our 
Principles and Laws are different from theirs : 
And he that is eſteem d a Patriot here in the Weſt, 
would be condemn'd for a Rebel without Heſi- 
tation in any FW of the OF" where but one 
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Gop in Heaven, and one Sovereign on Earth, is ac” 
knowledg'd by the Subjects of every Kingdom and 


But in France, the Princes of the Royal Blood 
are inveſted with ſuch a Power, as renders it diffi- 


cult for thoſe under their Command to diſtinguiſh 


em from ſupreme Monarchs, Yet not one ot em 
poſſeſſes a Government equal to that of the Baſſa 
of Egypt; or ſuperior to his of Aleppo, - 

I have ſpoken of theſe Princes formerly in ſome 
of my Letters to the happy Miniſters of him who 
when he pleaſes can make the greateſt Sovereigns 
the Squires of his eg * e 

And therefore *twill be needleſs to ſay any 
more on that Subject, but only acquaint thee, 
that the French Court, tho' they 'cannot- relent of 
the Rigour they have uſed towards the Prince of 
Conde, yet ſeem willing to compound the Buſineſs | 
with his Son, the young Duke of Enguien, and by 
a ſubtile Artifice, to ſtrike two Strokes for the 
State at one. A great Duke of this Realm has 
been lately diſpatch'd to the Duke of Orleans, to 
propoſe a Match between his Daughter and Con- 


des Heir. Whereby the Eſtate of the Prince of 


Conde will fall to the Duke of Orleans Poſſeſſion, 
during the Minority of the young Couple. This is 


2 Wheedle to reconcile the King's Uncle to the 


Court, who has been a long time eſtrang d. But 


| "tis. thought his Diſpleaſure 1s of too deep a Dye 
to be waſh'd off with Court Holy-Water. 4 


I have no more News to tell thee, fave the 
Death of a certain Prince, whom they call the 
Dake of Elbeuf. And it is of no Import to the 


Divan, whether a hundred of theſe Infidel Princes = 


die every Day or no, ſo long as the Grand Seig- 


„ 


nior lives, and is ever ſupply'd with faithful A.- 
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For his Health I pray, before the Sun peeps o'er 

the Tops of the Eaſtern Mountains, and after he 

| hides himſelf in the Valleys of the Wep. Neither 
do I riſe from my Knees at the fue appointed Hours, 


without an Oraiſon for Chorneſan, and the other 
Paſs of the Port. 


Paris, roth of the 6th Moon, . 
3 the Tear IS | 
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BR LETTER XI. 
To Sale Tircheni Emin, Su erinten- 


dant of the Royal Arſena at Con- 
ons 


HOU that haſt the Otis of the Aue 

tion deſign'd for the Conqueſi of the World, 
are fitteſt to receive the News of a terrible 
Blow lately given to a City of the 1nfidels in 

Flanders, 

'.. This Place! is call'd Gravelins, wherddf 1 have 
made mention in ſome of my former Letters. 
On the 29th of the laſt Moon, the Powder of the 
* axine there took Fire, whether by Accident 

eſign, is not certainly known; but the Da- 
. it has done is very great. It is reported, 
that a third Part of the City is blown up, and the 
chief Fortifications about it, with the Outworks 
of the Citadel, Three thouſand Mortals had 
their Breath exhauſted by the violent Cohvulſion 
of the Air, and were ſent into anot ber World, well 
ſeaſon'd with Salt-Petre : Belides a vaſt Mulritude 


of all Sorts, that were bury'd in the Ruins of the 
Houſes, 


Some 


i. MO Te ET EN 


he with the Steward enter'd the Vaults where t 
| Powder lay, under Pretence of buying ſome for 


; x 
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Some ſay, A certain Perſon coming to buy 


ſome Powder of the Steward of the Magazine, 


as they were knocking out the Head of a Powder 


Barrel, the Hammer firuck Fire. Others report, 


that this Perſon who pretended. to buy Powder, 


Was a Spy, or private Agent of Cardinal Magarin; 


in thoſe Parts: And that by his Maſter's Order, 
he had prepar'd a certain artificial Fire, enclos d 
in a Shell or Box; and that at a certain determin'd 
Period of Time, it would cauſe the Box to fly in 
Pieces, and ſcatter Flames almoſt as ſubtil and pe- 

netrating as thoſe of Lightning. | 
Having therefore this little Inſtrument of Miſ- 
chief ready, and being inſtructed in all N 
e 


the Governour of Bruſſels. And when they had 


open'd one of the Barrels, he thruſt his Hand 
among the Powder, as though he would take u 
ſome to look upon; at the ſame time dextrouſſy 


conveying his little Shell or Box into the Barrel, 
knowing that in an Hour's Time it would work 
its Effekt In the mean while ſeeming to diſlike 
that Barrel, they open'd another; which he 
bought, and ſo departed. Within an Hour after- 


Wards, all the Countries round about were aſto- 


niſh'd at the dreadful Blow, which made the Earth 


to tremble. They fay it was heard beyond the 


Seas into England. 


Thhus the Contrivance of this Tragedy is faſten d | 
on Mazarini; and ſuch is the Hatred the People 


* 


bear to this Miniſter, that if an Earthquake ſhould 


happen in theſe Parts, I believe they would accuſe 
him as the Author of it, | 


But it ſeems as if all the Elements were at Mar 


againſt the Netherland Provinces, I have already 
_ acquainted the Miniſters of the Ever-happy Port 


| what Diſtreſſes befel theſe People by Storms ar 


Sea, 
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Sea, and Inundations on Land. After which the 
Element of Fire took its turn to chaſtiſe them, 
For in the firſt Moon of this Year, a certain Wind- 
mil in the Low Countries, whir ling round with 
extraordinary Violence, by Reaſon of a furious 
Storm; the Stone at length by its rapid Motion 
became ſo intenſely hot, as to fire the Mill; 
from whence the Flames being diſperſed by the 
High Winds to the Neighbouring Houſes, ſet a 
whole Town on Fire. 
And now the Wrath of Heaven has been kin- 
dled again to deſtroy theſe Infidels : Yer thoſe that 
ſurvive will not be converted... Perhaps they will 
be ruin'd Piece-Meal, even to a nal Extermina- 
tion. like the People of Aad and Thamod, of whom 
at this Day there remain no Foot- ſteps. 
I pray Cop guard the Imperial City and Arſenal 
from all Caſualties of Fire, from Inundations of 
Mater, and from Earthquakes : And thy own 
watchful Care and Prudence will defend the Ma- 
garines in thy Cuſtody, from the fly Artewpts of 
Traitors and Villains. 


Paris, 10th of the 6th Moon, | 
0 the Year $654 


4 | 
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75 Mehemet, an anne in the 
| Seraglio. 


| Wh 14 6 thee. formerly with the firſt Ne- 
I. cetlity I had to drink Wine, that I might the 
better . conceal my being a Muſſulman when I 


n made a Priſoner by Cardinal Maxarini's * 
er. 


7 
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der. I tell thee now, this Liquor is grown habi- 
tual to me, it being the natural Beverage of the 


Country where I am: But the French remper it 


with Water, the better to allay.- their Thirſt, 
and prevent Fevers: Which Cuſtom agrees not 
with the Stomach of a Mahometan, who when he 
drinks either Water or Wine, loves to have them 
pure without Mixture. I uſe it moderately for 
my Health, and to create an Appetite. But this 
Evening I drank a Glaſs of Wine, which is like 
to make me abhor it for ever. In all. Probabi- 
lity I ſhall turn as ſtrict and preciſe as a 
Hodgia, For, in the midſt of my Draught, I had 
almoſt ſwallowed a great Spider, which hy 
drowned in the Wine. The little Beaſt had 
paſs'd my Lips; but I ſoon clear'd my Mouth 
of ſo ungrateful a Morſe), T wiſh J could as 
eaſily diſcharge my Imagination of the hated 
Ideas it has imbibed with this fatal Potion. Not 
that I think I am poiſoned, or have received any 
real Damage from the Spider: The worlt Venom 
lies in my own Fancy. It will be impoſſible for 
all the Water in France to waſh away the Preju- 
dices I have conceived againſt this little In- 
ſect. I have a perfect Antipat hy againſt it. The 
Sight of a Spider would always make me ſweat 


and tremble. Now, if ever I ſhould taſte of 


Wine again, I ſhould imagine every Mouthful 

1 ſwallow'd had a Spider in it. My Reaſon: tells 
me, there was no Danger if I had one in my 
Stomach ; having ſeen a Phyſtcian, without the 
uſe of any Antidote, fwallow two or three large 
Spiders in a Glaſs of Wine: And this was his 
ordinary Practice every Morning. And moſt of 


that Profeſſion maintain, that Spiders ſo drank, 
can do no Harm; yet my Antipathy overcomes 


muy Reaſon in this Point. And if Galen or Hippe- 
crates were alive, they would not be able with all 
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their learned Demonſtrations, to reconcile me to a 
Creature, for which I have an invincible Averſion ; 
and Abhorrence. T had rather encounter with a 
Lion or Tiger in the Deſarts of Arabia, provided 
T had but a Sword in my Hand, than to have a 
Spider crawling about me in the Dark. And 
therefore I have often envied the Happineſs of 
the Jriſp Men; for in that and, they fay, No 
Venomous creature will live. The fame ts report- 
ed of the [le of Malta which wonderful Privi- 
lege both theſe Iſlands AE: to the 1 74255 ot 
certain Saints. | * 
There is no Reaſon to bs given for theſe ſecret 
Antipathies, which are diſcover'd im many Men. 
Some will ſweat and faint away, if there be a 
Cat in the Room where they are, though they 
know nothing of it, any otherwiſe than by the ſe- 
cret Intimations of this unaccaunt able Senſe, which 
Nature has added to the other five. I have ſeen 
2 Gentleman drop down in a Swoon, as ſoon as 
he enter d a Chamber where there was a Squurre! 
kept in a Cage. And thoſe that knew him faid, 
It was his conſtant Infiruity. 
If there be any Truth in hs Dede of the 
Soul's Tranſmigration, I ſhould think the beſt Rea- 
ſons for theſe private Antipathies + might be drawn 
| rg ſome former State- T7 the Soul. And accord- 
to that Suppoſition I ſhould conclude, that 
| I Pad been a 50 before I came into chis Body; 
and having rw frequently perſecuted by Spiders 
in that State, do Jain retain the Dread of my 
old Enemy, which all the Circumſtances of my 
preſent Metamorphoſis are not able to efface. But 
if this be ſo, I wonder I ſhould have no diſtinct 
Remembrance of my former little volatile Life; 
ſince Pythagoras the great Patron of the MAetem- 
Heboſis declares, that he could remember ſeve- 
"as Changes he had undergone, | nd particular- 


> 
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ly recounts, how he led a merrier Life when he 
was a Frog, than ſince he became a Philoſopher. 

It affords me Matter of Thought, and is no 
ſmall Diverſion to behold the 'Contrariety that 
is in Men's Diet. One Man never taſtes of Fiſh 
all his Days, another abhors Fleſy; this faints if 
his Bread be cut with a Knife that has touched 
Cheeſe, that ſwoons at the ſmell of Mutton, Men 
have as different Appetites, as they have Faces. 
Some are ſqueamiſh, and almoſt nauſeate every 
Thing that others eat freely of: Again, there 
are others to whom nothing comes amiſs. For 
my part, I have many Averſions in Point of 
Diet ; And, above all things, I can never be re- 
conciled to the eating of /nſe#s, Serpents, and 
other Reptile Creatures; yet here are Men in this 
Kingdom, who live upon Frogs, Vipers, Graſhop- 
pers, and ſuch kind of loathſome Animals. And 1 
have read of a People in the Southern Parts of 
Africa, who had no other Diet but ſalted Locuſt, 
which they catch in the Spring; when certain 

Winds bring innumerable Swarms of them over 
the Land, ſo that all the Country is covered. 
Theſe People are very lean, active, and black. 
They run ſwift as Stags, and will climb Trees, 
and jump from one Bough and Tree to another 
as nimble as Apes and Squirrels. But they are 
| ſhort hiv'd, never exceeding forty Years of Age. 
For about that Time, they feel a violent Itch- 
ing all over their Bodies; which tempting them 
to ſcratch themſelves they never ceaſe till they 
make Holes in their Fleſh; where certain winged 
InſeFs breed: Which multiply ſo faſt, that in a 
little time they devour the poor Wretches. 
This is thought to be the Reſult of their ill 
Diet. 5 e 
Let not What I have ſaid create any Squea- 
miſhneſs in thee, but eat thy Pilawy with a good 
Ng tc .. Stomach : 


— 
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Stomach : For. that Food pak the Benedifion of 
Gop and his Prophet. 


| Paris, 23d- of the 6th Mon, 
\ of x "oy : 2947 . ; 
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To the Kaimacham. 


HE Xing of France has been folemnly crowbn⸗ 

. ed at Remes; where were preſent. bis Ao 
ther and Brother, Cardinal Mazarini, with divers 
Princes and Nobles, and Foreign Miniſters. But 
nothing could perſuade the King's Uncle, the Deke 
of Orleans, to grace this Ceremony with his Pre- 


Fence, He has declared he will never come to the 


Court ſo long as Cardinal Maxarini is there. 

Marſhal Turenne has receiv d private Orders to 
repair ſpeedily to his Army in Flanders. What the 
Deſign is we are not certain. Some fay, He 15 


gone to ſurprize Gravelines, a City in Flanders, 


Which was ately ſo ruin d by the Blowing up of 
the Magazine, that it is not in a Condition to re- 
ſiſt the French, ſhould they aſſault it. | 
Others ſay, the King has commanded his Gene- 
ral to lay Siege to Stenay, a City belonging tothe 


Prince of Conde, a Place of great Strength, and | 


exquiſitely fortify'd, - 

Lis reported, that Cardinal Mazavini holds a 

Correſpondence with the Governor of this * 
Hold: And that on this Ground it was he promis d 
the King, on the Honour of his Purple, that if he 


would ſuffer his Army to lie down, before it, it 


 thould hea ſuch a Day be delivered into his er 
he 
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The Duke of Lorrain, of whoſe Impriſonment 
at Antwerp I inform'd Muſtapha Berber Aga, is 


now remov'd from thence and ſent to Spain; from 


whence tis beliey'd he will never come bac. 
From the North the Poſt brings ' News of the 
Reſignation which Chriſtinz, Queen of Sweden, 


has made of her Crown, to her Couſin, Prince 


Charles. They add, That ſh® eaus'd a Crown to 
be made with this Inſcription, Fo GOD AND 
CHRISTINA ; and that ſhe placa this Crown 


on the Prince's Head with her own Hands, having 


before abſolv'd all her Subjects from their Oaths of 
Fidelity to her. | WOE 

Te ſame Poſt alſo tells us, of a mighty Army 
of Muſcovites which are enter'd into Poland, de- 
ſtroying and hying deſolate wherever they come, 
The pretended Cauſe of this Invaſion is ſaid to 


be a Diſguſt the Czar has taken at a certain Ha- 
ſtorian and Poet of Poland; who, in reciting the 


Mars between thoſe Nations, had made a Miſtake 
in the Genealogy of the Muſcovite Emperors, na- 


ming the Father for the Son. The Czar being in- 
form'd of 4 this, demanded the Head of the WMyiter 


as an Atonement; which being deny'd. he ruſh'd 
into the Territories of Poland, to revenge himſelf 


by Fire and Sword. 0 


Theſe are the Actions of ſuch as pretend to 


follow the Example of Jeſus, the Meſſias ; who 


commanded Men to forgive Injuries, even as did 
our Holy Prophet; yet they ſcruple not to accuſe 
us of what they themſelves are only guilty. Thus, 
whilft they are Chriſtians in Name, we ſhew by 
our Practice that we are true Diſciples of the ve- 
nerable Feſus, | Fonds ta 2 

Doubtleſs all Men are juſt or wicked by Na- 
ture. Every Man's Fate is engraven on his Fore- 


. bead. And neither the Precepts nor Examples of 
Feſus, or Mahomet, can alter the Inclination of 


thoſe 
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thoſe, whoſe Stars have fign'd em in their Nati- 
ny. with the indelible nen of Ke SR 


Paris, zd of the 61h Moon, 
BT of the Tear er 


— * 


LETTER XIV. 
7 Dgnet Oglou. 


Itherto I have been in a W; Iderneſs, or at 


leaſt I'll ſuppoſe it, wandring up and down, 
folt * confounded in the dark, without Sun, 
Star, Land-mark, or any faithful Guide to direct 
me. What ſhall 1 do in this Caſe? I am tired 
with perpetual Rambling ; and reſt dare I not; 
neither can I, ſuch is my Uneaſineſs, even in 


the only Circumſtance which gives to aher Men 


Repoſe. 
Thus 1 diſcourſe with plat when. Lina alone, 
and confider my preſent State as a Mortal. 


The Miſeries of this Life are the Themes of my 


firſt Contemplation 3 and *tis but Reaſon it 

ſhould be ſo, becauſe we feel em every Mo- 

ment. They touch our Senſe nearly, and afflict 

us with ſharp Pains. Vet they are but like the 

Sting of a Waſp, violent tor a 88 but laſt not 

not long. 

This Thought carries me farther, and puts me 

. an endleſs Meditation, what ; will befal me 
after I am dead, When I have contemplated al! 

that T can, run over a thouſand Paths of Fancy, 


and track'd all the Footſteps of the Viſe, or of | 


ſach as were eſteem'd fo ; ſtill I find my ſelf in 
4 a Peſart, more entangled than a T ravclier loſt in 
; the 
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the Hereſy of the Muſerin, who 


* 


the Foreſt of Hyrcania, which extends from the 
moſt Northerly Part of Muſcovy, to ſome Provinces 
in the German Far wor ; and tis reputed five h hun- 
dred Leagues! in length. 
In this bewilder d Condition I met with many 
pretended Guides; one telling me this is the 


Way, another that, But becauſe they do not 


agree in their Advice, I know not which to truſt ; 
and am inclin'd to ſuldect ſome for Cheats, and 
the reſt for Fools; as much at a Loſs, if not 
more, than myſelf. 

Permit me to diſcourſe with Freedom, my dear 
Dgnet, and let us unmask like Friends. What 
ſignifies all that the Imaums and Mollahs can ſay 


of Paradiſe and Hell, ſince none of em have been 


there to make an Experimente ? Why ſhould we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be amus'd with Notions * 


Things, which for ought we know have no other 


Exiſtence, but in the Harangues of the Preachers, 
and the Fancies of the Credulous. 

Think not that I am going to | wo rg thee to 

eny the Being of 

a Gop. I tell thee, Iam no Atheiſt. From every 


thing I behold, my Thought ſoon flies up to a 
firſt dauſe; : and there tis daſh'd into a thouſand | 
Queries, This J lay as a ſolid Foundation, Al] 
Things were not always in the ſame State as they | 

are now, (oy Experience demonſtrates to the 
contrary.) 


ut how much longer "they have been 
otherwiſe, than my own Remembrance, I cannot 


be aſſured, but by the Confidence which I re- 


poſe in People that are older than my ſelf, and 


the Faith I give to Books. Both which agree in 
this, That they are guilty of Contradictions with- 


out Number. 
| Thoſe that were born before me, and liv'd. in 


the Days of Sultan Mahomet III. tell me many Paſ- 
fages cf his Reign, * difterent from the Rela- 


tions 


\ 
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_ tions of others, who alſo liv'd in thoſe Times, and 
remark d the Tranfattions of their Age. ä 
1 like the Diſagreement I find amon . 

Who have committed to Writing the Efie, of 
former Times. Tis difficult to encounter with two 
Men of the ſame Opinion even as to Matters 
of Fact Some take a Pride in diſguiſi ing the 
Truth, whilſt, others have not Skill to take 
aff the Mask. There are a ſort of Perſons in the 
World, Men of ſupine and eaſy Judgments, 
credulous, and not aring to call in Queſtion, 
what has been tranſmitted to them from the Au- 
t hority of ſuch and ſuch a Writer. They ſuper- | 
ſtitiouſly revere as an Oracte, the Manuſcripts of 
a mortal Man like themſelves, ſubject to as many 
Frailties and | Miſtakes. And all this, only be- 
cauſe, they have been taught to do ſo from their 
Inſancy: So forcibly is the Influence of Education. 
Thus the Hebrecus believe the Records of their Na- 
tion to be of divine Original, though they want 
not verbal Contradictions, and abound with logte 
cal and philoſophical Inconſiſtencies. But that 
which is of greateſt Moment is, that neither they 
. nor any other Nation, no not even the Aſſyrian 
or Egyptian Records, come near the immenſe 
. ies of the Chineſe and Indians. 80 
that .amidit ſuch Variety of Accounts, a Man 
knows not where to fix his Belief. But whether 
the World be only Five or fix thouſand Years 
old, or of a more indefinite Antiquity, this is 
a ſure Maxim, T hat ſomething is eternal. Even 
the Fews and Chri 8 who deny the Eter- 
nity of Matter, and aſſert the Creation of the 
World out of Norhixc, in a determin'd Pe- 
riod of Time muſt of Neceſſity own, There was 
an | eternal, and infinite Emptineſs or Vacuity, 
which is the ſame as Moſes calls by the Name of 
eee Which wil ſound. as harſh to 
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I:fophy as the Eternity of Matter does in their 
Divinity. Nay, if 1 miſtake not, tis of a worſe 
Conſequence, even in the Doctrine of Religion, 
to aſſert an infinite Privation, or want of Exi- 


| fence, to be Coeternal with the ſubſtantial Gon, 


who 1s Omnipotent, Living and Strong; than to 
afhrm Matter itſelf to be Coeternal with him, 
ſince this is an actual Subſtance, and may with 
Reaſon be ſuppoſs d, as a neceſſary Emanation of his 
| Powver and Goodneſs ; whereas the other is a mere 
naked Potentiality, a Non-Entiiy, as the Weſtern 
Philoſophers call it ; and therefore cannot be con- 


ceived to flow from the Divine Nature which is | 


_ Eſfential Life and Being. Vet in theſe nice and 


remote Speculations I am timorous, and dare 


not be poſitive ; leſt I ſhould prophane the Ho- 
nour of that Sovereignly Good, who 1s the Breath 


of our Noſtrils. To ſpeak the Truth, I am wa- 


| vering in all Thinos but this. That there is an 


eternal Mind, every where preſent, the Root and 


Baſis of all Things viſible and inviſible, whom we 
call Alla the Support of infinite Ages, the Rock 
and Stay of the Univerſe. 

Let thou and J, dear Friend, perſevere i in ado- 
ring that ſuperlative Eſſence of Eſſences, with in- 
ternal and profound Devotion. Let our Thoughts 

be pure, our Words few, and thoſe full of innocent 
and grateful Flames, For aſſuredly, Gop delights 
not in the Babbling of the Tongue | 


As for the reſt, Let us Tae according to our 


Nature and Reaſon, as ave are Men, For we ma 
beheve, That the indulgent Father of all Things 
will accept us, if we ſquare our Actions accord- 


ing to this Rule, without aiming at the Perfection 
of Angels, 
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In a Word, Let us ove all human Race, and 


thew. Juſtice and Mercy to the Brutes. For in fo 


doing, we ſhall not be unkind to ourſelyes, | 


Paris, 13th of the 7th Moon of the Yeay 1664. 
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